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By Bruce McLean

R 711 was commissioned in 1951 
as one of 70 members of the 
Victorian Railway's R-class 4-6-
4 "Hudson" main line passenger 
locomotives. 
These locomotives were designed by 
Victorian Railways and were urgently 
required by the post World War 2 period, 
however construction was delayed by 
competing priorities. 

Building was eventually outsourced to 
the North British Locomotive Company, 
Glasgow but, as with so many post-
war steam locomotives orders, delivery 
ultimately came years after the demand 
had required.

R 711 was withdrawn in 1965 and plinthed 
outside the Bendigo station, coming into 
ownership of the City of Greater Bendigo.  

In 1995 it was leased to West Coast Railway 

and extensively rebuilt for regular service 
on “The Westcoaster” passenger service 
between Melbourne and Warrnambool.

R 711 carries the name 'Spirit of Bendigo' 
in recognition of its ownership by the City 
of Greater Bendigo.   

Following the demise of West Coast 
Railway, R 711 became available and has 
been leased to Steamrail Victoria since 
2005.

R 711 has been certified for mainline use 
and has received a striking new livery of 
blue with gold stripe, reminiscent of the 
VR 'Spirit of Progress' era and the long-
lost S-class pacific steam locomotives 
associated with that train.

Steamrail is one of several organisations 
accredited to run steam and heritage 
diesel passenger trains in Victoria and 
many trips are offered each year to those 
parts of the state within the broad gauge 
network.

R 11 
SPIRIT OF 
BENDIGO

NEW DOG PARKS

The City of Greater Bendigo has 
commenced work on the first stage 
of new dog parks at Truscott Reserve, 
California Gully and Allingham Street, 
Kangaroo Flat.
City of Greater Bendigo Public Space Design 
Coordinator Aaron Lindsay said the stage one 
works at both sites include installation of fencing, 
provision of water supply points for both dogs and 
people, installation of dog bag dispensers, bins 
and signage.

“The Kangaroo Flat site is located near the 
corner of Allingham and Chapel Streets and is 
approximately 1.3 hectares in size. 

While the Truscott Reserve site is 1.8 hectres in 
size with access from both Turner and Murdoch 
Streets. 

Both of the new sites will include fenced off areas 
for small dogs within the new parks. The new dog 
parks are key actions from the City’s Domestic 
Animal Management Plan 2016-2021 and the City 
has provided $74,000 in its current budget for 
the stage one works. Future, but as yet unfunded 
works at both sites, are expected to include 
walking paths, trees, seats and the addition of dog 
agility equipment such as ramps, pipes and weave 
poles to encourage play. 

Both of the new parks will provide a secure place 
for people to exercise and socialise their dogs and 
also meet other dog owners. 

Pet ownership is growing and house lots are getting 
smaller so dog parks are playing an important role 
in providing opportunities for owners to exercise 
and socialise their dogs freely and responsibly.
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DISPLAY HOME
OPEN 1PM T0 

3PM SAT & SUN
38 Elvey Drive K Flat  

400m to Lansell Square

Lansell Homes invites you to inspect

MARKET 
PLACE

LANSELL
SQUARE

BUNNINGS

HARVEY NORMAN

CASUARINA 
GARDENS where what  

you see is  
what you get

A DISPLAY HOME
WITH A DIFFERENCE

lansellhomes.com.au   Call Chris on 0418 523 504

Editorial
Welcome to our JULY 2018 
edition.

The Kangaroo Flat Community 
Enterprise is proud to bring you our 
107th edition of FLAT MATTERS.

As the opening of the Gurri 
Wanyarra Centre looms the last 
opportunity for the corporate 
sector to be part of this exciting 
era opening is approaching.

There have been some amazing 

amounts of money promised as 
part of the community fundraising 
drive and none bigger than the 
fantastic contribution from the 
Hazeldene family.

When completed this state of 
the art facility will be one of the 
best in Regional Australia and 
the commitment and to those 
businesses, schools and service 
clubs who have made a financial 
contribution we say thank you.

Already many local residents 
have taken out Foundation 

Memberships now being made 
available by Belgravia Leisure and 
this clearly demonstrates that our 
community will embrace this $31 
million facility.

The Browning Street site is set 
to provide enormous recreational 
experiences for the many 
thousands of visitors who partake 
of the many activities on offer.

It has been a long road to get 
something of this magnitude 
for our community and we look 
forward to seeing many familiar 

local faces at the complex in the 
coming months.

In closing, we at FLAT MATTERS 
would like to thank the many 
sponsors and community 
organisations that contribute to our 
‘’new look’’ community newsletter 
FLAT MATTERS which is distributed 
in the Kangaroo Flat, Golden 
Square, Maiden Gully, Marong, 
Lockwood, and Big Hill region.

For news stories and advertising 
details email us at a.besley@
bigpond.net.au

POOR PARKING OPTION
As winter sets in spare a thought 
for commuters using the 
overcrowded car parking at the 
Kangaroo Flat station.

One regular early morning 
commuter ‘’Jan’’ says the main 
car park is filled very early every 
morning leaving the option of 
parking on the street, or, using 
an adjacent car park which is 
unsealed.

"It is funny in this day and age of rail 

travel that we cannot have decent 
car parking on one of the busiest 
V/Line routes and this problem 
has been going on for far too long. 
When we eventually get on the train 
we have muddied feet from the 
overflow car park which is at the 
south end of the platform. It is just 
not good enough.’’ Jan said.

FLAT MATTERS has investigated 
the parking situation and got a 
picture of the wet and sloppy 
conditions in the overflow car park.

We also found that a media 
release issued on Friday March 10, 
2017 claiming that the Andrews 
Government will deliver more car 
parking at Kangaroo Flat station to 
reduce the daily scramble to get a 
park.

The media release claimed extra 
spaces will support the growing 
number of passengers catching 
the train from Kangaroo Flat 
following the introduction of new 
peak hour services. It also claimed 
that the contracts be awarded by 

Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply. Full details available on application. Lending criteria 
apply. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian 
Credit Licence 237879. (A1129074- 186957) (05/18)

Own your 
happy place.
Connect Home Loan Package
Your sanctuary, your haven, your happy place. 
Whatever you call it, we’ll help you own it.
Drop in to 126 High Street, Kangaroo Flat or  
call 5433 9795 to find out more. 

bendigobank.com.au/ 
happyplace

Kangaroo Flat branch

the end of April 2017, construction 
to commence in late 2017 and 
completed by the end of 2018.

We say to the state government...
Just Fix It!
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LEADERS LOBBY 
CANBERRA
Mayor Cr Margaret O’Rourke 
and Chief Executive Officer Craig 
Niemann have used the last 
National General Assembly of 
Local Government before next 
year’s Federal election to seek 
support for priority projects for the 
City of Greater Bendigo and wider 
region.

Airport terminal funding, expanding 
the Golden Dragon Museum, future 
waste management solutions 
and a City Deal for Bendigo 
led discussions with a range 
of opposition and government 
parliamentarians and their advisors.

Cr O’Rourke said the meetings 
were very positive and Assembly 
presentations and panel 
discussions were informative. 

“It was a great opportunity to 
discuss the needs of our community 
and further understand the shared 
challenges and opportunities 
all councils face. The Assembly 
received its largest attendance 
and waste management was a big 
focus of the event.

It is clearly an issue that all 
councils are grappling with, so it 
was encouraging to see it being 
discussed and debated

at a national level with Federal 

government representatives 
listening in. In our meetings we 
received an encouraging response 
to plans to expand and rename 
the Golden Dragon Museum to 
develop it into the National Chinese 
Museum of Australia.

It was pleasing there was general 
support for preserving and 
enhancing this aspect of Greater 
Bendigo’s history. We also 
discussed the City’s application 
to the Building Better Regions 
Fund to upgrade and extend the 
existing Bendigo Airport terminal 
building and our plans to have an 
airline operating out of Bendigo 
in the near future. The proposed 
airport rail link also came up, so 
it was another chance to again 
advocate for the Bendigo line to 
be incorporated into State and 
Federal government plans.

We have further work to do to 
secure a City Deal for Greater 
Bendigo but received good advice 
that the Federal government is 
applying a regional focus to this 
program and is looking for projects 
that support more than one 
location and do not necessarily 
have to be located in a city. We also 
used the meetings to reinforce the 
importance of continued funding 
to regional Australia through the 
Building Better Regions Fund and 

similar programs.

It is not possible to deliver for 
our communities without this 
level of support. For the first time 
since 2012, the Prime Minister 
addressed the Assembly. He 
attended the closing dinner and 
congratulated councils for taking 
the opportunity to put their best 
foot forward prior to the election. 
We have been invited to return to 
Canberra in August to continue 
our advocacy and provide further 
information on our projects, which 
we look forward to doing.”

•  •  •

SATISFACTION SURVEY 
RESULTS
The City of Greater Bendigo’s 
2018 Community Satisfaction 
Survey results show Council has 
improved across five of the seven 
performance measures. 

Council’s greatest improvement 
and highest result was in the 
‘Customer Service’ measure with 
a score of 73, up from 69 last year.

Other results are as follows:

•   Overall performance – 59 (56 in 
2017)

•   Community consultation – 56 
(54 in 2017)

•   Advocacy – 53 (55 in 2017)

•   Making community decisions – 
54 (52 in 2017)

•   Sealed local roads – 57 (59 in 
2017)

•    Customer service – 73 (69 in 
2017)

•   Overall council direction – 57 (54 
in 2017)

City Chief Executive Officer 
Craig Niemann said the findings 

demonstrate where Council is doing 
well and where improvements can 
be made.

“The results are comparable to or 
exceed the state-wide and regional 
centres averages across all 
performance measures and there 
were no significant declines, which 
is very pleasing. We continue to 
perform strongly in the ‘Customer 
Service’ measure and the ‘Overall 
Council direction’ measure is up 13 
points since 2016.

These results are just one way that 
we measure how we are tracking 
and community opinion, and the 
results also help meet some of our 
statutory reporting requirements.”

Mayor Cr Margaret O’Rourke 
said she was pleased to see the 
community consultation measure 
increase.

“Council has really focused 
on improving its approach to 
community consultation and 
reaching more people, so it is 
encouraging that this has been 
recognised by those surveyed. It 
is surprising the lowest performing 
area is the ‘advocacy’ measure, as 
I believe this is something Council 
does very well and is demonstrated 
in the delivery of major projects 
where we have sought funding 
and partnered with other levels of 
government, such as the Bendigo 
Stadium expansion and Gurri 
Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre.

Of the 400 people surveyed this 
year from February 1 to March 30, 
58 per cent had had recent contact 
with the City.

The survey results are available 
online at: https://www.bendigo.vic.
gov.au/mmunitysatisfactionsurvey

SPECIAL DEVELOPMENTAL 
SCHOOL NEWS
By Brigitte Moore  

We’re excited to announce that our school’s 
short film ‘When You Can See Me, I Can See 
You’ is a finalist in the 2018 Focus On Ability 
Short Film Awards.

Celebrating ten years this year, the Focus on 
Ability (FOA) Awards is designed to encourage 
filmmakers to focus on the ability of people with 
disability.

Bendigo Special Developmental School is in the 
running to win one of these great prizes:

•   Judges Choice – Short Film: SMEG 
appliance package valued at $15,000

•   Most Online Votes – schools: OLED TV (RRP 
$4099) with Dolby Vision & Atmos Sound Bar 
(RRP $1499) plus $5000 cash

•   NOVA Employment School Choice Awards: 
Five winners each receive $1000 cash.

Even though we’re confident that the judges will 
love our film, if our local community gets behind 
us, we can win the Most Online Votes!

Vote Now: https://www.focusonability.com.au/
FOA/films/When_you_can_see_me_I_can_see_
you_1358.html

If we win, we get to attend a red-carpet gala 
awards night in Sydney on 5 September!

This is our Film description:
"Students in Room 9 have a range of Profound and Multiple 
Learning Difficulties (PMLD), including high medical 

needs. For students with PMLD, curriculum areas need 
to be interrelated and dependent of one another. Using 
this naturally integrated curriculum where students are 
immersed in language with built in opportunities to explore, 
observe and respond in all areas, students will naturally be 
willing participants in their social surroundings.
This semester, for their History Learning (Level A, Victorian 
Curriculum) students have been exposed to concepts of 
self-identity by experiencing their own image in a range 
of formats. To meet this objective, using the students 
likes, interests and communication cues detailed in their 
Communication Profiles we wrote a classroom story. This 
story is called, ‘When You Can See Me, I Can See You’. This 
storybook has since been shared across the school and 
in other out of school settings. The story shares inclusive 
concepts of relating to a student with PMLD and how they 
are more alike than different.
We have decided to make this storybook into a movie, 
where it can shared on a larger platform to reach a wider 
audience. We are excited to submit this short film to you to 
further meet our goal."
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KANGAROO FLAT FIRE 
BRIGADE NEWS

In recent times, KFFB has been called to a 
number of collisions resulting in injuries.

We feel it is timely to issue a reminder for safe 
driving in wet weather conditions.

You should prepare and frequently maintain 
your vehicle to make sure you will always be 
as safe as possible when driving. To get your 
vehicle ready for driving in wet weather make 
sure:

•   you have good tyre tread (at least 1.5mm 
deep across the whole tyre width)

•   all of your vehicle’s lights work well

•   your windscreen and lights are clean.

We recommend you look at weather forecasts 
and road condition updates, and plan your 
drive before heading out on long trips. This 

will help you to avoid driving in and around 
unsafe conditions. 

However, our weather can change 
dramatically, even within the space of a short 
drive. When you find yourself in unexpected 
wet weather (such as a quick moving storm), 
follow these safety tips:

•   drive slowly—to avoid aquaplaning and 
skidding

•   use your air conditioner or demister to keep 
your windscreen clear of condensation

•   double the distance between you and the 
car in front

•   avoid braking suddenly or accelerating or 
turning quickly—to reduce your chances of 
skidding

•   use road line markings to stay in the middle 
of your lane—in wet weather it is more 
important than ever to stay in the correct 
position on the road

•   do not drive on roads covered with water 
(even partially covered)

The Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade has proudly 
served the Kangaroo Flat community as a 
100% volunteer brigade since 1873.

Members of the public undertaking an 
extinguisher challenge

MAIDENGULLY FIRE 
BRIGADE NEWS

Twenty years ago, the CFA formed a new fire 
brigade to serve the growth area of Maiden 
Gully.

Maiden Gully Fire Brigade began with an 
obsolete tanker kept in a carport (see photo). 

Today, it operates four appliances from a large, 
attractive fire station in Beckhams Road. Last 
month, the Brigade held a 20th Anniversary 
Dinner at Balgownie Estate.

It was attended by CFA Chief Officer Steve 

Warrington who as well as congratulating 
the Brigade on its achievements, presented 
three National Medals and 20 Service Awards 
representing 365 years of service to the 
community.

The colder weather sees the Brigade members 
conducting weekly firewood raffles outside 
Maiden Gully IGA on alternate Friday evenings 
and Saturday mornings.

This has been a traditional fundraiser for the 
Brigade over the last 20 years! A well-loaded 
trailer of split firewood is up for grabs each week. 

The last raffle will be on Friday, July 27th with a 
sausage sizzle as well. 

While this is an important fundraising activity, it 

is also an opportunity to talk to one of your local 

firefighters about the Brigade and to collect fire 

safety brochures to help you have a fire safe 

winter.

 BENDIGO NORTHERN 
GROUP CWA                                                                
KANGAROO FLAT 
BRANCH

We are looking for more local 
women to join for fun friendship 

and community service 
Monthly Meetings are held at the Uniting Church, 
Church Street, Kangaroo Flat, 3rd Thursday of 
the month,  1.30pm and open for anyone to 
come along,  have a ’cuppa and a chat’ and see 
what we are doing in the community. Times may 
change for functions. Kangaroo Flat Branch 
enquiries, Gwenda 54497781.

Bendigo Branch will be celebrating their 90 
year Birthday on September 7th. If you are a 
former member and would like to help them 
celebrate please ring Joyce on 54483058 or 
email Bev on bevsuth@bigpond.net.au

We now have new rooms for our Craft Days 
in Flora Hill. Pictured are Janet, Caroline and 
Brenda from Bendigo Branch.

Kangaroo Flat members attended the recent 
State Conference in Williamstown where the 
90th year Birthday Cake for Victoria was cut. 
It was made and decorated in the shape of a 
basket of flowers by a mother and daughter.

CWA of Victoria 
is celebrating 
90 years this 
year and to 
celebrate our 
90th Birthday 
a new Biscuit 
recipe book was 
released at the 
Victorian State 
Conference.
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SCHOOL SANC TUM
LOCKWOOD SOUTH PS
By Isabella (Grade 6)

This term family and friends enjoyed our school 
production called 'Travel Times'.

It was a comical modern day tale of a family winning a 
television show prize and going on a world trip.

We perform our show at the Lockwood Hall and have 
supper afterwards.

We had fun learning the songs and dance moves. Every 
year we do a production it is lots of fun and builds up our 

confidence on stage. The photo is of two grade 1 
students, Lewis and Amelia singing.

The whole school from foundation to grade 6 get 
involved in the show.

Mrs. Whatley spends a lot of time figuring out what 
we are doing and teaching us drama.

This year was my last production as I'm going to 
High School next year.

My younger brother will come to Lockwood South 
next year which makes me happy as I will still come 
to see the productions.  

KANGAROO FLAT PRIMARY 
SCHOOL NEWS
By Kim Saddlier = Principal

Our students attend Crusoe College for 
Technology experience. 

Ten students from our Grade 4 and 5 
classes were invited to participate in one five 
technology classes on offer at Crusoe College 
on Friday 15th June. The Crusoe College 
Technology staff were amazing in their 
efforts to provide an engaging and authentic 
experience for the KFPS students.  Bellah 

and Mandy enjoyed a Textiles experience 

and hand sewed an animal.  Xavier and Blake 

loved their woodwork opportunity and made 

a wooden box to take home.  Mia and Flynn 

created a computer game from scratch.  

There was no way that anyone could distract 

Cooper and Ahkeela from their DJ Remix 

class where they were creating their own 

digital beats and Tyson & Brayden created 

their own name tag and had it laser cut to 

keep. Our students were grateful for their 

opportunity and wish to thank Crusoe College 

for the invitation.

MARIST COLLEGE NEWS
By Br. Mark

One of the highlights of the last month at 
Marist College has been the award won by Y2 
Architects for the Years 9-12 building. They 
won New Construction/new individual facility 
under $8 million at the Australasian Excellence 
in Educational Facilities Awards. 

Y2 earlier won the International Award for the 
Montagne Centre.

A plain clothes day was part of the celebrations 
of Champagnat Day on June 6. The photo 
shows the young students enjoying the music 
amidst the crowd.

Enrolments for 2019 are underway and we look 
like we will be at capacity for next year, which 

is a very good sign. 

We were also well represented at the annual 
Mass at Sacred Heart Cathedral to celebrate 
Reconciliation Week. 

Later in the year we will have a group of Year 

11s involved in an Indigenous Immersion 

experience in NSW. 

Currently we have our first Year 11 students 

engaged in GAT test and other VCE exams – 

signs that the College is continuing to expand.

CRUSOE COLLEGE NEWS
By Colleen Biggs

Recognition Of Service

Recently our staff, former 
staff, students, former 
students and other 
community members 
gathered at the College to 

celebrate the long and distinguished career 
of Mr David Pocock. 

Mr Pocock has been a teacher at Crusoe 
College for 44 years and this was reflected 
in the range of people who came to say 
farewell. 

There were speeches aplenty and much 
reminiscing about days gone by and some of 
Poey's exploits in his various roles over the 
many years of his career. 

We wish him well in his retirement but still 
expect to see him at the school as he has 
offered some of his time on a volunteer basis 
to support students who are transitioning to 
work placements. 

Well done, Poey, on your many years of 
service and continued commitment to 
students at the College.
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SAINT MONICA’S PRIMARY 
SCHOOL NEWS

It's been a busy start to Term 2 here at 
Saint Monica's and here's just a little of 
what we've been up to...

All our students participated in our School 
Cross Country at the Kangaroo Flat 
Botanical Gardens, with many thanks to 
our supporters and helpers at the event. 
Always makes the day that extra special 
for our students with our school community 
participating.

Our Mums and special people were treated 
to a lovely Mother's Day Brekkie cooked 
and provided by our Parents & Friends 
Committee and School Board. Everyone 
enjoyed time with their children before the 
school day began in the warmth of the 
Jaara Centre with a bacon and egg muffin, 
milo for the children and real coffee for the 
mums! 

Congratulations to our students who 
recently completed the Sacramental 
program. The day was made all the more 
special sharing the occasion together with 
family, friends and teachers at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral.

ST MONICA’S PRIMARY SCHOOL  By Wendy McIntosh

As part of our inquiry unit, Fantastic Families, 
the Prep children have been learning about 
how things have changed over time. 

We visited Bendigo and the Golden Dragon 
museum to find out about traditions, people 
and the buildings in our city.

 - Mrs Flood, Prep F

As part of our Religion Unit - "Jesus Helps us 
to Choose," students were asked to choose 
the best part of themselves and give reason 
as to why they chose it.

We created a beautiful display of black and 
white photographs and written responses.

KANGAROO FLAT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Cross Country

37 students from Grades 3-6 
represented the Kangaroo 
Flat Primary School at the 
Division Cross Country event 
at the Bendigo Racecourse. 
With some fantastic results 
from our students, we had 
a number achieve some 
personal best times in a very 
tough field of runners. A 
HUGE congratulations to Natalie Peters who not only made it through to the Regional Cross 
Country in St Arnaud but has also qualified for the State Crioss Country in Melbourne after 
finishing 7th at the Regional event. We wish Nat all the best in her first State Cross Country 
event.

Soccer

We had a number of students participate in the Division soccer event in Bendigo. With quite 
a number of students not having played in an official game before, the students represented 
the school with great sportsmanship and responsibility. Well done to all of the students who 
participated in the day.
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Alcoholics Anonymous
8pm Sunday @ St Marys Anglican Church, 
193-195  High Street Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from carpark at rear on corner Bank 
St/Church St.
Enquiries 1300 22 22 22.

Bendigo Coin & Collectables Club Inc.
Meet every Friday fortnight at 7.30 pm 
Venue  - Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet 
St. Bendigo. 
New Members Welcome 
Contact Pam Baker 03 54440308

Bendigo Evening VIEW Club
“Voice, Interest,Education for Women”
Supporting The Smith Family by raising 
funds to help disadvantaged students with 
their education needs.
4th Wednesday of month at 6pm for 6.30pm 
NOTE NEW TIME!
At the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club,
1c Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Meals $23.  
Bookings Robyn Bird 0429 368 272
Or for all enquiries re club Cheryl Scully 
0439 316 021

Bendigo Garden Club Inc.

3RD Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in 
the McKinnon Pavilion, no meetings during 
the months of January, July, December.
Bendigo Showgrounds.
Contact: Laurelle Smith -  
Secretary 5447 0017
New Members Always Welcome

Bendigo Gem Club Inc.
10 Galvin st, BENDIGO 3550
Ph 5442 3961 Lv msg
Website: gembendigo.org.au 
BGC meet every Tuesday and Thursday
Tuesday
5pm-9pm Instruction in faceting and 
cabochons
5pm-7pm Kids club
6pm-8:30pm Silversmithing with 
Experienced Silversmiths
Thursday
10am-4pm Adult tuition in all aspects of this 
craft. BYO Lunch.
7pm-10pm Experienced users who can 
work on their own.
Allied crafts when available
GEMARAMA second weekend in September
Field trips, Rock swaps, Social events & BBQ’s.
Committee meetings third Thursday of the 
month.
New wheelchair access Sponsored by 
Fosterville Gold Mine
Only 10mins walk to Bendigo Station.

Bendigo Legion Angling Club  
7.00pm 1st Monday of the month. 
RSL Hall, Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.

Bendigo Positive Birthing
www.facebook.com/bendigopositivebirthing 
for more details phone: 0447 453 644

Bgo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club 
monthly meetings last Monday of month  
7.30pm in the  Y  Community Hall, 
Lockwood Road,  opposite  ALDI. 
Club’s web site on  www.brcac.asn.au

Community Enterprise  
Last Thursday of each month, 6pm, Sports 
Club Dower Park

GROUPS & CLUBS INCLUDE YOUR GROUP OR CLUB MEETING 
TIMES BY CONTACTING FLAT MATTERS

Group Gatherings

CWA Kangaroo Flat Branch
C.W.A. Kangaroo Flat Branch 
3rd Thursday of Month 
1.30 pm at Uniting Church Hall,  
Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.  
Interesting speakers & Monthly Craft Day. 
All Ladies Welcome - Afternoon Tea 
More Details  5446-8323 
Look up the web for complete overview 
www.cwaofvic.org.au

Enjoy Church
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat 
Details: http://enjoy.church/bendigo. 
Contact: Campus Pastor Martin Oravec on 
0403 266 008.

Friends of Crusoe No. 7 Park  
Meet first Wednesday of every 2nd month 
(starting Februarys) at the Rotary Gateway 
Park at 7pm.   
Contact Hans at focr7p@gmail.com

Golden Square Croquet Club 
Come and Try - Every Mon and Friday from 
11am. Contact Lorraine 54477511 or Don 
54496332

Greater Bendigo Danceland Inc.
A Social Dance every Saturday night at 8pm. 
Venue - St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall,  
26 Myers St. Bendigo.  
Contact Barb 5443 5380.

Heartbeat Bendigo Branch
A support group for cardiac patients, family 
& friends. Fundraising for cardiac equipment 
through public and social events. Meetings 
held bi-monthly on 3rd Sunday. Jan, March, 
May, July, Sept, Nov. 2pm at Chum Street 
Uniting Church hall.  Enquiries to President 
Frank Ward - 5447 4545 or 0407 855 685.

Heart Foundation Walking Group – 
Community Wellbeing Walkers

Every Tuesday 11.15
Meet at Lifestyle Choices, the corner of Neil 
and Station street Kangaroo Flat -30 minute 
walk along the Bendigo Creek Track.
All welcome contact Jennifer 0419878836
myhealth@mentoronline.com.au

Kangaroo Flat Baptist Church 
“Come and Chat Group”
Knitting for missions – a welcome cuppa 
and good conversations. 
We support a girl in Nepal. 
Enjoy good company every Monday 9.30am 
till midday. 
All Welcome!

Kangaroo Flat Community House,  
21 Woolcock Avenue, Kangaroo Flat 
Open Monday – Thursday, 9am-3pm 
 Ph 5447 9687

Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade
Meets First Thursday of each Month. 
Fire Fighter Training 
Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: Kangaroo Flat Fire Station 
Helm Street, Kangaroo Flat 
Contact: 54470204

Kangaroo Flat Mens Shed 
Open Mon-Fri 9am to 4.30pm approx.  
Located at 56 Thomas Street Kangaroo Flat 
(behind the cemetery)

Kangaroo Flat Scout Group
Outdoor activities for boys and girls  
aged 6 – 18 years old.   
Please contact Group Leader  
Craig Whan on 5444 4114.

Lions Club  
2nd Wednesday of each month, Business 
meeting, Lions Club Rooms, Dower Park 
– 7.00pm. 4th Wednesday of each month, 
Dinner meeting at varying locations - 6pm 
for 6.30pm start.  
President Heather Gartside
Secretary Brian Ede 03 54478618

Maiden Gully Fire Brigade
First Tuesday of each month 
Firefighter Training  Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: Maiden Gully Fire Station 
5 Beckhams Road, Maiden Gully 
Contact: 5449 6340

Maiden Gully Ladies Carpet Bowls Inc
Come and enjoy friendship and laughter 
when you join us for a social game of carpet 
bowls at the Maiden Gully Community 
Centre. Every Tuesday except Christmas 
break. 1.30 - 3.00pm. Fees $3 plus lucky 
door. Phone: 5449 6977 or 5449 6759.

1st Maiden Gully Scout Group
Maiden Gully Scouts meet every week 
during the school term at the Maiden Gully 
Scout Hall, Cnr Beckhams Rd and Calder 
Hwy, Maiden Gully:

Joey Scouts (6-7yrs) Tuesday 5.30 –6.30pm

Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) Thursdays 7-8.30pm

Scouts (11-15yrs) Thursday 7-9pm)

To find out more contact Cate on  
0405 381 611

Needles & Threads  
Meet two Mondays of each month from 
10am to 12noon. Please phone Janet Clark 
for Yearly list of dates.

Bring your knitting or crochet.
New members welcome.
Venue. St. Mary’s Anglican Church Hall,  
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enquiries to Janet Clark – Ph: 54479783

Partners of Veterans Assoc  
3rd Monday of the month, at 11.30am at the RSL

Playgroup for under 5’s
Every Monday during school terms 
from 9:30 –11:00am, at Kangaroo Flat 
Uniting Church, cnr Church & Camp Streets.
Contacts:  Sheryl 0438413533  
or Anne 5447 8430

Probus Club of Kangaroo Flat (Mixed) Inc. 
Every 2nd Wednesday each month 9.45am 
St. Mary’s Church Complex High St, K/Flat. 
Contact: Lida Garton  Phone 5447 8351, 
Alan Abrahams 0414 216 137 - Visitors welcome

RAAF Association-Bendigo Branch
1st Thursday each month February - December.
11.00 am. to 12 noon with lunch afterwards.
At Bendigo District RSL, Havilah Road, Bgo
Contact: Glenis Gordon, Secretary/Treasurer
C/- Post Office, Raywood. 3570
Phone: 5436 9293  
Email: glenblairmichael@gmail.com
Membership open to ex Air Force Personnel
and their relatives.

Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat:   
Meet each Monday 6pm for 6.30 start at  
the Rotary Function Centre (opposite Apco).  
New members welcome  
www.facebook.com/rotarykangarooflat/

RSL  
Contact Craig Chilver (03) 5447 8312 
Meeting held at 10am on 3rd Tuesday of the 
month. Light refreshments supplied. 
Day Club meet 1st Monday each month  
at 10.30am 
New members welcome. 
Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.

Special Olympics Group
Pam (President) 0418 304 927
John (Ten Pin Bowling Coach)  
0400 641 405
Michele (Barracudas Swim Coach)  
0409 173 656

Spring Gully Dance
Dancing every Saturday night 8 - 12pm,  
and Monday nights from 7.30 - 9.30pm. 
Venue - Spring Gully Hall, 135 Spring Gully 
Road, Bendigo 
Contact Keith 5444 2953

The Little Chimps Playgroup 
Commencing on the 8th October at 396 
High Street Golden Square in the Seventh 
Day Adventist church hall. Every Wednesday 
during school term from 10:30am - 
12:00pm.  Contact Kerryn Greaves 0432 354 
617. Please see enclosed a flyer for further 
information.

U3A Bendigo
Life-long learning and activities for  
mature aged people.
Gathering: 4th Wednesday of month.
Website: http://home.vicnet.net.
au/~u3abgo/ 
BLOG: http://u3a-bendigo.blogspot.com.au/
Email: u3abgo@bigpond.com 
or Phone 5447 1812

Un Finished Objects Craft Group
Meets every Tuesday 10am till 2pm at 29 
Bay Street, Golden Square.
$3 entry. BYO Lunch. Hot Drinks Provided.
Ladies, come along for fun and friendship 
and work on your current project or start a 
new one.
The group contributes to Asian Aid and 
The Biggest Morning Tea.
Further Details: Janine 5447 2543 or     
Shirley 5449 6893.

Volaire Calisthenics
Maiden Gully 
Classes:  Recreational and competitive 
teams. For participants age 3 and over.
Contact Volaire for class times.
Phone: 0437 343 656

Y’s Service Club (Women) 
2nd Tuesday of the month, contact  
0409 179 485 for venue details 

Y Service Club of Bendigo South 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Y’s 
Clubrooms, Lockwood Rd. at 12 noon.

Y Service Club of Kangaroo Flat 
every Wednesday at 6.30pm Y Community 
Hall. Lockwood Rd opposite ALDI.  
ph 5447 1587
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•  Uniting Church cnr Church & Camp Streets, Sunday 9:30am  –  Minister 0448 591 421

•   St. Mary’s Anglican Church 193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat, 9am Traditional and an 11am 
Family Service 5447 7427 (Golden Square - Sunday 9am & Maiden Gully - Sunday 4pm)

•  St. Monica’s Roman Catholic Church cnr Station Street and High St, Kangaroo Flat 
Saturdays at 6pm and Sundays at 9am. Phone 5443 6969

•  Baptist Church Church Street, Sundays 10am, and the Karen language service each 
Sunday at 2pm. 

•   Southern Gateway Christian Church, Y’S Mens Hall,  8 Lockwood Rd Kangaroo Flat 
Worship Sunday 10am.  Phone: 5441 3527 / 0413 682 999

•   Common Ground Church, Maiden Gully Community Hall, Calder Hwy, Maiden Gully.  
Sundays at 10 am.  Phone 0423 700 770

• Enjoy Church, 10 Phillips Dr, Kangaroo Flat, Sunday 10am - Ps Martin 0403 266 008

Kangaroo Flat weekend church services

Grant Phillips
Director
13 Phillips Drive Kangaroo Flat, Vic 3555
Tel: (03) 5447 0009 Fax: (03) 5447 2229
Email: bendigo@pedders.com.au
Website: www.pedders.com.au

•   Floor Rugs
•   Hall Runners
•   Home Décor &
•    Interior Design 

Advice

•   Try Before  
you Buy

•   Carpet 
Remnant

•    Over Locking 
Service

•    Competitive 
Prices with 

•    Professional 
Service

RUG ADDICTION
Est BGO:1993   www.rugaddiction.com.au

NOW AT 129  HIGH St, K/ Flat
Ph: (03) 54470433

This month is highlighted by a special visit by Marion Sully on the first Sunday, July 1.

She has travelled to Israel many times and will speak on her trips as a Christian especially into 
Judaea and Samaria. We sponsor CFOIC in this areas of Israel.

Lunch will be shared after that service. Come and hear her preach.

Later on 29 July, Alida Robinson will bring her worship ministry to lead praise at that service.

We have seen more Filipino people joining us at church with family members. 

All are welcome at our 10 am service in the Y Community Hall opposite Aldi where we preach 
the Word of God and walk in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer support from Ps Peter Pritchard 0413 682 999.

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

CHURCH SALE
St Mary’s Golden Square is set to go as part of a major 
development for the region.

A spokesman for the Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst says the 
Church and the adjoining presbytery have been sold to nearby 
business Innes Motors.

The parish of Golden Square is now consolidated with St 
Monica’s in Kangaroo Flat. It has also been confirmed that 
Bachaus Oval  still remains as church property.

A LITTLE PATCH IN THE FLAT 
- By Kylie Sonter

Bendigo’s bracing winter days, sunny yet 
cool, are just made for gardening work.   
Camelias are starting to form flower buds for 
late winter blooming so now is a good time to 
scatter some dry fertilizer around, a general 
purpose one will do, to improve flowering.   If 
this is done just before rain is due, the rain will 
water it in for you too. 

Even though July is not a prime planting 
month, there are still a few things to plant. Most 
notably is the Allium family, which includes 
Spring Onions and Garlic. For something a 
little different, and almost impossible to find 

commercially, grow Garlic greens.  These are 
sprouted garlic bulbs, eaten young like Spring 
Onions but with flat strappy leaves.  Lettuce 
is often thought of as a summer vegetable, 
but they do really well in the cooler weather 
too, as long as they have some protection 
from severe frosts.  They love lots of water. 
Now is also the time to look for bare- rooted 
strawberry runners in nurseries.  Plant now 
for spring strawberries with a luscious home- 
grown flavour.   

About this time last year, I bought a bare 
rooted peach tree, an Anzac Peach, to be 
exact.  Planted it in my ¼ acre backyard and, 
last summer, I was rewarded with 10 or so, of 
the juiciest, most flavoursome peaches I have 
ever tasted.  If you want beautiful summer 
stone fruit too, the family also includes 
Apricots, Nectarines and Plums, then the 
next 3 months is the ideal time to plant them. 
It’s also the ideal time to visit the local plant 
nurseries for the best selections of bare 
rooted fruit trees.
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YOUR GOOD HEALTH
BY ALAN BEAUMONT HALL

STEM CELLS
Whether using embryonic or adult stem cells, 
getting these master cells to convert to the 
desired target cell and reproduce flawlessly 
is difficult. Now an international team of 
researchers has a two-part system that can 
convert the cells to the targets and then remove 
the remnants of that conversion, leaving only 
the desired DNA behind to duplicate.

One difficulty with human pluripotent stem 
cells is that you can't use them directly. Put 
simply they need to be functional cell types. 
If you have a heart attack you want cells that 
will repair the heart wall.

Normally, stem cells induced from both adult 
and embryonic cells receive a chemical signal 
to change from a stem cell to a functional 
cell. Pluripotent stem cells as they are called, 
can change to any cell in the human body. 
However, this natural cell change is part of a 
complex series of triggers controlled by DNA. 
Researchers have in the past inserted DNA 
into the pluripotent cells to convert them, but 
remnants of the inserted DNA remain.

In this current work, the new method will tell 
the cells to convert, but the method will make 
the cell glow green when illuminated by a 
blue light. This marker allows the researchers 
to see that the DNA is completely gone upon 
removal. 

This system also makes the cells more 
sensitive to doxycycline, which is the drug 

used to initiate the conversion.

The main advantage is that once the cells 
are reproducing as heart cells or nerve 
cells, the plasmid can be removed and the 
cells continue to reproduce without any 
undesirable remnants left behind.

While aiming to understand and study gene 
function and directed cell differentiation in 
human stem cells, eventually they would like 
to be able to create cell-based therapies for a 
range of degenerative diseases.

Put simply this research can lead to the 
replacement of defective and damaged cells 
in the human body. A remarkable step forward 
in human medicine indeed.

At Healthworks = We Take Care Of Your 
Health

BY CHRIS ANNETT 
(Podiatrist @ n8 health Group)

INGROWN TOE NAIL
A bothersome pain in the toe, often it is 
put up with for months before people seek 
help.

Ingrown toe nails are a common toe nail 
pathology where the corner of the nail has a 
small spike or ‘spicule’ that pierces the sulcus 
(skin/tissue fold around the nail) and creates 
a wound accompanied by inflammation, 
swelling, pain and sometimes infection. 
Causes of an IGTN vary, and include ill-fitting 

footwear, nail trauma, nail deformity, incorrect 
cutting technique (cutting the nail too far into 
the sulcus), and fungal nail infection. 

How are IGTNs treated? – the first step is to 
book an appointment with a Podiatrist. Do 
not attempt removal of the corner yourself, 
this is more than likely going to create further 
trauma, possibly create a secondary spicule 
or even cause infection. 

A Podiatrist is highly skilled at removing IGTNs 
using sterile equipment to minimise risk of 
infection. For very minor IGTNs treatment 
may be as simple as conservatively removing 
the small nail spicule with (or without) Local 
Anaesthetic. For major/severe IGTNs that 
may be infected generally a procedure called 
a partial nail avulsion is required. This is a 
basic procedure performed in the consultation 
room with the podiatrist and may only take 

half an hour. And yes, you are able to walk 
out of the consultation room straight after the 
procedure. It does not have a period of non-
weight bearing and most people generally 
return to work within 2-3 days after the 
procedure. We first numb the toe with local 
anaesthetic, then use a tournicot to restrict 
blood flow while we remove a small wedge 
of nail (often 2-3mm) from the painful side. 
There is generally no pain post procedure 
(depending on the severity of the IGTN). You 
may ask - How do we stop them from coming 
back permanently? – When we perform a 
partial nail avulsion we chemically cauterise 
the nail matrix (nail root) using phenol which 
prevents regrowth of the section removed. 

If you or someone you know is suffering from 
an IGTN contact Podiatry at n8 Health, 505 
High St. Golden Square.

LOCAL LIBRARY UPDATE
By Leone Patterson

Do you have trouble navigating the digital 
world?  Would you like to know how to 
search the internet better, use email and 
understand what social media is?

Then book into Kangaroo Flat Library’s special 
four part series for seniors wishing to develop 
confidence and skills in using technology for 
socialising, accessing important services and 
conducting personal business.

There will be one 2-hour session held on 
Thursday mornings over four weeks.  You 
don’t have to have your own device as devices 
are supplied.

1.  INTRODUCTION TO THE INTERNET
Learn about the Internet and how to navigate 
it, how to find information online and how to 
use the different browsers available.

Thursday 12th July 10am-12pm.

2.  INTRODUCTION TO EMAIL – PART 1
Create a free Gmail account, and learn how to 
read, compose and reply to an email.

Thursday 19th July 10am-12pm.

3.   INTRODUCTION TO EMAIL – PART 2
Build your email skills by learning how to create 
an address book, send an email to multiple 
people, and add attachments and photos.

Thursday 26th July 10am-12pm. 

4.   INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL MEDIA AND 
FACEBOOK

Not exactly sure what ‘social media’ is?  Gain 
a basic understanding by exploring Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube and Skype before you try 
setting up your own account.

Thursday 2nd August 10am-12pm.

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL! Contact 
Kangaroo Flat Library on 5447 8344 or book 
online at www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/techsavvy
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Non Prof i t  Org a n isat ion

Tel: 03 5447 1214 
Fax: 03 5447 0944

kfsc@netcon.net.au

BAR • BISTRO • TAB
FAMILY FUNCTIONS 
WEDDINGS 
CONFERENCES • KENO

43 years Industry Experience

Established 1971 / Rec 12281

Postal: PO Box 1217, Kangaroo Flat, 3555
Email: office@mcclureelectrical.com.au

Phone: 5447 2691  Fax: 5435 4195

Rural  
Domestic  
Commercial 
& Industrial

5 Camp St  

Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

PO Box 1333 

Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

T: 03 5447 7500 

F: 03 5447 1922

E: admin@ 

 trebleaccountants.com.au 

LEO TREBLE  
B.Bus (Acc) Dip FP

505 H igh St reet ,  Golden Square

Phone:  5447 0557

ADVERTISE HERE FOR 

JUST $50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

FAMILY FUN DAY!
Planning is underway for the annual Kangaroo 
Flat Family Fun Day to be held on Sunday July 
15th.

The family fun day is a joint promotion between 
the City of Greater Bendigo, Kangaroo Flat 
Community House, Kangaroo Flat Community 
Enterprise and the Kangaroo Flat Primary 
School.

Once again the venue will be the gymnasium 
at the Kangaroo Flat Primary School and 
amongst the activities will be Face Painting, 
Jumping Castle, Animal Farm, Play Zone, 
Sports Games and a host of other activities.

Organisers are hoping to get hundreds of 
locals pass through the doors and partake in 
the activities planned.

 It all happens between 12noon and 3pm!

Now in its seventh year, the 2018 Bendigo 
Writers Festival will welcome more than 150 
writers for a packed program of 100 events 
across three days in six venues.

Held from August 10 to 12, the festival will 
feature international guests including street-
farm pioneer Michael Ableman, bestselling 
creator of television series Vera and Shetland 
Ann Cleeves, investigative journalist Carey 
Gillam, novelist and essayist Matt Haig, North 
Korean refugee advocate Hyeonseo Lee, 
writer and peace advocate Sarah Sentilles and 
performer, poet and education ambassador 
Lemn Sissay.

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

•   Festival Prelude Dinner at Fortuna Villa with 
Time -Travel historian Tom Griffiths

•   Festival Friday Night in Ulumbarra Theatre – 
‘Let’s Get Curious’ with Benjamin Law, Ann 
Cleeves, Gareth Evans, Morris Gleitzman 
and Jenny Graves

•   Festival Saturday Night in Ulumbarra Theatre 
– ‘A Woman’s Place’ with Lindy Burns, 

Timmah Ball, Nadia Jamal, Sarah Sentilles 
and Tracey Spicer

•   Festival Closing Event – ‘Burning Bridges’ 
with Kitty Flanagan

Other festival guests include Michael 
Brissenden, Helen Caldicott, Tim Costello, 
Robyn Davidson, Bryan Dawe, Ben Doherty, 
Cordelia Fine, John Flanagan, Andrew 
Hansen and Jessica Roberts, Alannah Hill, 
Sofie Laguna, Jeanine Leane, Emily Maguire, 
Lorraine Marwood, Janelle McDonald, Alex 
Miller, Bruce Pascoe, Henry Reynolds, Michael 
Robotham, Drew Rooke, Michelle Scott 
Tucker, Chloe Shorten, Charlotte Wood and 
Ellen van Neerven.

This year the festival will include a ‘Fair Share’ 
in Trades Hall on Sunday August 12, for 
information on small press and self-publishing, 
which will feature a Giant Book Swap in 
partnership with the Indigenous Literacy 
Foundation.

Special Bendigo-focused events include 
‘Creative Bendigo’, a free community session 
hosted by Mayor Margaret O’Rourke with 
guests David Astle and Marcus Westbury, and 
an ‘Edible Bendigo’ panel discussion about 
how to create a ‘city of gastronomy’.

For the full program go to www.
bendigowritersfestival.com.au

KANGAROO FLAT 
COMMUNITY HOUSE NEWS
Is there something you need help with? 
Perhaps some training you’d like to do? Are 
you a keen gardener? Do you need help with 
your tax return? Or are you simply looking to 
meet up with like minded people?

If you answered YES to any of these questions, 
then you need to pop into the Kangaroo Flat 
Community House at 21 Woolcock Avenue. 

Here’s a snippet of our activities for Term 3:

•   Kangaroo Flat Family Fun Day – Sunday July 
15th, 12 -3, Kangaroo Flat Primary School

•   Tax Help -  each Wednesday morning 
from July 18th through until October 31st 
(appointment needed)

•   Kangaroo Flat Art Group - Thursday mornings 
from 10 – 12, newcomers welcome 

•   Starting week of July 21 - basic computer 
skills course (Later in the year we will also be 
running a more advanced course.)

•   Gardening program – planning and preparation 
for spring in the community garden 

•   Basic Yoga/fitness program – classes will 

commence in the second half of term 3.

•   Playgroups – various sessions on different 
days of the week

•   Various Men’s Programs – down at the 
Kangaroo Flat Men’s Shed

If you’re looking for a venue for a meeting or 
group gathering we have 2 rooms for hire week 
days/nights and weekends.

•   The larger room seats up to 35 and has 
toilets and an enclosed playground. 

•   The smaller room seats up to 12, with 
access to toilets. 

We are your Community House, so please let 
us know if there’s something we can help you 
with. Perhaps there’s a course you’d like to do, 
a group or activity you’d like to be involved 
in, need some help filling in forms, or just a 
friendly face a cuppa and a chat.

Please pop in and see us at the House 21 
Woolcock Ave, or call us on 54479687. We are 
open 9-3 every Monday to Thursday. Hope to 
see you soon.

Meredith, Jodie and Terry 
Kangaroo Flat Community House 
54479687     coordinatorkfch@bigpond.com
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WINTER STORAGE 
REMINDERS
By Cate Keane

As the days get shorter It’s a time 
to lay low and shut the world away, 
turn up the heating, the TV on and 
hibernate till the sun lifts in the sky 
again in Autumn. Winter Brrrr. 

But what about those things that that 
don’t have a clean and protected 
place to wait out the wind and rain? 

Often when people think of Self 
storage they think only about moving 
house, storing everything you own in 
one place, yes this is true but the are 
many another reasons why people 
store. 

As an extension to the family home, 
to keep the camping gear safe and 
dry, keep the ‘out of season’ sports 
equipment accessible and protected  

7 days a week around the corner 
from home but not under your feet or 
cluttering up the spare room. 

Large cupboard sized units are 
available now. Important things to 
look for when choosing a storage 
facility, Members of the SSAA, 
drive up units, Insulation to prevent 
condensation, concrete slabs with a 
weather slope at the door, effective 
underground drainage, security 
cameras are just some of the features 
found at Kangaroo Flat Storage. 

At Kangaroo Flat Storage we pride 
ourselves on friendly customer 
service, we are on site Monday to 
Friday and between school hours. 

Give Cate a call on 5447 7788 for 
information and the chance to book 
a tour to see if we can help you with 
your storage needs.

YOUTH PILOT PROGRAM

YOUNG people managing mental health 
issues are finding work and study 
opportunities through a new pilot program 
at headspace Bendigo.

The Individual Placement and Support 
program is designed to help the 75 per cent 
of young people who experience some form 
of mental health issue before the age of 25.

IPS vocational specialists Dean Cosgriff and 
Colleen Travers are supporting headspace 
Bendigo clients to identify and secure 
employment and study opportunities.

headspace Bendigo has 41 young people 
in the program with 10 working and 20 
studying. A further 27 young people have 
exited the program with 14 working and five 
studying.

“The IPS program is changing the lives of 
young people in Bendigo which makes it 
truly valuable,’ Dean said.

“Finding opportunities for young people 

experiencing some form of mental health 
issue to gain employment or study 
places are essential to reduce the risks of 
disengagement and developing vocational 
dependency.

“We are getting great support from the 
Bendigo business community but we do 
need to find more employment opportunities 
for these young people. For many, it’s all 
about getting an opportunity and it’s amazing 
to see what they can make of that. If you can 
support the pilot program, we’d love to hear 
from you at headspace Bendigo.”

Zac turned to headspace Bendigo having 
become disengaged from school and 
struggling with mental health several years 
ago.

The IPS program 
supported Zac with 
a Centrelink youth 
allowance application 
and into a Certificate 
2 Pre-apprenticeship 
in Plumbing course at 
Bendigo TAFE.

“My Time in the IPS 
Program with Dean 
has been nothing short 
of great,’ Zac said.

“He has helped me with schooling and made 
me aware of other potential opportunities 
and pathways to my ideal career. 

“Dean and Imogen from Access Australia 
Group Bendigo have not only been reliable 
but have both served me well. From helping 
with essentials for school, to lending their 
ears to listen, they’ve both helped me see 
my own inner potential as well as being there 
to support me throughout my future career.”

Zac continues to work on strategies for his 
mental health with the support of headspace 
Bendigo health professionals.

PIC: Zac and headspace Bendigo vocational 
specialist Dean Cosgriff at Bendigo TAFE.
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SERVING MEALS FOR OUR NEEDY
The Kangaroo Flat Community Kitchen 
continues to provide superb meals for the 
needy in our community.

The Kangaroo Flat and District Community 
Enterprise in conjunction with Kangaroo Flat 
Rotary, Bendigo Bank staff and the St. John 

Of God Hospital are proud to support this 
worthy project for our community.

The Community Meals are served at the 
Kangaroo Flat Rotary Clubrooms in Gateway 
Park, Kangaroo Flat between 5.30pm and 
6.30pm on Wednesday evenings. ADVERTISE HERE FOR 

JUST $50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat 
5447 0927

Brian and Lyn Leidle 
 your local funeral directors.

www.mountalexanderfunerals.com

Memberships for 
2017/18 now available

Join now to enjoy 
playing on your great 

local golf course

Central Victoria’s Best Kept  
Golfing Secret

For information - phone: 03 5435 3370
email:bpgc@bigpond.com  |  www.belvoirparkgc.com

WHAT’S HAPPENING ST 
MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, 
KANGAROO FLAT?
Annual Winter Art Show

This year’s Winter Art Show will be held on 
Friday 27, Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 of July. 
It will be open from 10.00am to 4.00pm each 
day and entry is only $3. Over 200 artworks will 
be on display, submitted by approximately 50 
mostly local artists. Prizes will be awarded in 
four categories; Oil, Acrylic, Watercolour and 
Other Media, with the winner in each receiving 
$250. All artworks will be for sale and there is 
sure to be something to suit your home and 
budget.

The official opening will be held on Friday 
27 July commencing 7.30pm and tickets 
are available at the door at $10 each (cash 
only). The Guest Speaker for opening night is 
Military Artist Robert Milton. Robert studied 

fine drawing at Glasgow University of Art, 
after which he joined the Scots Guards, British 
Army. Robert spent most of his career as 
a sniper, rising to the rank of Master Sniper. 
Robert transferred to the Australian Army in 
2010. Robert now lives in Junortoun and is 
the official artist for the SAS ‘The Long Ride 
Home’ and has produced a commission to 
raise valuable funding for the support and care 
of military veterans suffering PTSD.

Our Art Show raffle this year has three great 
prizes: First prize is a $200 voucher at the 
Capital Theatre and Events, Second prize 
is $150 in Woolworths Gift Cards and Third 
prize is a mixed dozen bottles of wine. Tickets 
are $2 each and the draw will take place at 
3.50pm on Sunday 29 July 2018.

For more details on what is happening 
at St Mary’s visit our website at www.
stmaryskangarooflat.com or call the Parish 
Office on 5447 7427.

BENDIGO NEEDLES AND 
THREADS
National Volunteer Week was held at the 
end of May where five representatives from 
the Resource Centre came to celebrate with 
us and thank all members of our group for 
their time and talents they generously give in 
helping others. The Resource Centre facilitates 
us in volunteer management, recruiting, 
orientation and support. Thank you ladies for 
the celebration cake that was provided for our 
morning tea.

Bendigo Needles and Threads offers an open 
invitation to ladies either retiring or a way to 
make new friends with a purpose of giving 
back to our community. The only requirement 
to join us is to be able to knit, sew or crotchet. 
Some wool and patterns are available.

Our Annual General Meeting was held on 
4th June with Elaine Jones taking on the 
role of leading our group for the next twelve 
months. We still have two vacancies to fill on 
the committee, an assistant Chairperson and 
assistant Secretary.

Thank you ladies for all the donations of winter 
garments that we received at our last meeting. 
The dates for our meetings until the end of 
August are:- July 2nd, 16th, & 30th, August 
13th, & 27th.

We do hope that all our members who are 
travelling north over the winter season have a 
happy and safe holiday.

Janet Clark, Hon. Secretary.
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TAKE CARE ON ROADS

Winter is here and motorists are 
being encouraged to prepare for 
challenging driving conditions.

VicRoads Acting Regional Director, 
Brian Westley, said knowing how 
to drive in icy conditions is vital for 
motorists’ safety.

It’s important to understand the 
dangers that winter weather can 
bring. Black ice is invisible and 
unpredictable, it can form on any 
road in freezing temperatures when 
there is heavy dew, rain or pooled 
water on the road surface. The best 
thing motorists can do is plan ahead 
and check the weather forecast 
before starting their journey. When 
conditions include heavy rain, 
strong winds or snow we encourage 
motorists to consider holding off and 
only driving when conditions have 
improved.

If you do need to travel in difficult 
weather check that tyres are in good 
condition ahead of time, be well 
rested before leaving and be patient 
on the road.

We all have a role to play in safety. 
If you are driving in fog, mist or 
slippery conditions remember to use 
headlights, slow down, brake gently 
and keep a safe distance from the 
cars in front.

It can take twice the distance for a 
vehicle to come to a complete stop 
in icy conditions compared to dry 
weather.”

Black Forest Drive and the Calder 
Freeway between Gisborne and 
Kyneton are areas where black ice 
often occurs and snow occasionally 
falls near Macedon, which can be 
extremely hazardous to motorists.

VicRoads utilises a number of safety 
measures and technology to alert 
motorists to the possibility of black 
ice. In some areas detectors monitor 
the likelihood of black ice and can 
automatically activate signage and 
bridge heating.

In addition to checking weather 
forecasts, motorists should check 
road conditions at VicTraffic or by 
downloading the VicTraffic app.

By Rod Simms

The community response to the Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre’s current promotions have 
been very exciting, with a high interest in the Foundation Memberships. The team has been 
very busy dealing with enquiries and we are welcoming all Foundation Members with a 
special member pack. Not only do Foundation Members receive the best value membership, 
they also receive a drink bottle, tote bag and workout towel.

With a strictly limited number of Foundation Memberships, we urge the community to secure 
their membership now. 

High interest is also being seen in learn to swim enquiries. With a dedicated learn to swim 
pool and zero-depth splash park, families are sure to enjoy the indoor water experience.

The splash park will be a vibrant water play area packed with exciting features to entertain 
children of all ages and abilities. Interactive water features such as spray nozzles, jets, valves, 
a spinning water wheel and a giant tipping bucket are just some of the great attractions on 
offer.

Belgravia Leisure is currently taking learn to swim enquiries via the Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing 
Centre website at http://www.gurriwanyarrawc.com.au or you can call the pre-sale office on 
5443 6151. 
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RECYCLING 
EFFORTS PRAISED

 

The City of Greater 
Bendigo is praising 
the efforts of 
residents following a 
50 per cent reduction 
in the amount of 
recyclable materials 
placed in their 
general waste bins.

A recent audit of 250 general waste, 
organics and recycling bins was undertaken 
by experienced composition waste auditors 
has shown that recyclable material in general 
waste bins has halved from 40 per cent in 
2017 to 20 per cent in 2018.

Other findings from the audit:-

•   Organics in the general waste bin has 
dropped from 22% to 20%, (this is mostly 
food waste)

•   The recycling found in the general waste 
bin is largely paper and cardboard and 
plastic bottles. (Recyclables in plastic 
bags also make up a portion of this 
contamination)

•   Contamination in recycling bins has 
increased from 9% to 30%, this is mostly 
bagged residual waste and bagged 
recyclables.

•   Contamination in the organics bin 
is exceptionally low with only 0.5% 

contamination, a drop from 2% in 2017

City of Greater Bendigo Chief Executive 
Officer Craig Niemann said the results are 
good news and a great achievement by both 
residents and the City’s Resource, Recovery 
and Education staff.

“Council has made a strong commitment 
to educate the community about waste 
management and it is clearly paying 
dividends. In the last 12 months the City has 
implemented targeted school education, 
had a presence at major events, undertaken 
a significant advertising campaign and 
produced a range of publications to educate 
the community about what goes in each bin. 
The main focus has been on recycling and 
ensuring recyclable materials are kept out of 
the general waste stream. 

This is very important because for every 
tonne of waste we send to landfill the 
City must pay the Environment Protection 
Authority $63.28 per tonne.  In the last 
financial year this totalled a massive $5M.

We will now use the results of this latest 
audit to inform our community education 
campaign so that we can continue to target 
the areas we need to see further improvement 
in, especially keeping contaminants out of 
the recycling bin.

While we still have some work to do I want to 
congratulate residents for their commitment 
to doing the right thing and keeping 
recyclables out of their general waste bin.  
Keep up the great work.”

ADVERTISE HERE FOR 

JUST $50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au
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Attention:
We want your articles! If you have an up coming 

event or community related news, please email us a 

short article and photo! 

Contact: Alan Besley – 0419 382 931 

Email your pictures and articles to: 

a.besley@bigpond.net.au by the 14th of the month 

for the following months publication

Sports Shrine

Want to receive Flat Matters by Email each month? Let us know at a.besley@bigpond.net.au

VENUE FOR HIRE
ROTARY FUNCTION CENTRE
Gateway Park, High Street, Kangaroo Flat

• Seating up to 100 people
•  Commercial kitchen, bar available
•  Parties, Weddings, Training 

Groups

www.rotaryclubofkangarooflat.org for details
Venue also available for community groups

Ph: 0408 790 372

Venue for hire at RSL STATION ST, KANGAROO FLAT
•  Robust kitchen, disabled amenities available

•  Seating for up to 80 people.  •  Available to Community Groups and Clubs.
Contact Secretary.  Phone: 5447 8312.

BEZZO’S  
SPORTS GOSS
As the country football season 
heads towards the finals action 
it is concerning to see the gap 
that exists between the more 
established clubs and those on 
the perimeter and out of town 
clubs.

The big issue for many clubs is 
clearly the drop in numbers at 
Under 18 level.

The headache for league bosses 
will be to find a way to even up 
the competition.

 •  •  •

Aspiring young netballers now 
have more incentive to reach the 
top level.

Netball Australia has announced 
that a new pay deal is in place 
and boosting the minimum wage 
for its top players.

Super Netball players will earn 
a minimum $30,000 with a 
$15,000 increase in each of the 
eight clubs salary caps.

This is a fantastic result that 
young girls will now have a 
genuine career pathway in 
netball.

 •  •  •

We are hearing that many locals 
could be getting away from the 
cold and wet wintry conditions 
prevailing here in Bendigo and 
heading to watch local star 
Lucas Herbert play in the British 
Open.

Team Herbert seems to be 
gathering in numbers by the 
day as the big tournament 
approaches.

 •  •  •

Another of our local golfing stars 
Andrew Martin is spending much 
of the winter on the Asian Golf 
Tour. Andrew hopes to fine tune 
his game in Asia before heading 
home for the big tournaments 
here in Australia later in the year.

 •  •  •

The growing numbers of 
Women’s football teams must 
be pleasing the AFL.

Numbers are on the rise again 
this year and new teams are 
being formed and we are also 
seeing a growing number of girls 
participating in AFL Auskick.

The challenge for local 
government will be to provide 
adequate change facilities.

 •  •  •

Bigger is Better when it comes to 
building sporting infrastructure.

With the new Bendigo Stadium 
now completed and several 
Braves and Spirit matches 
already being staged at the 
venue along with a country 
and western concert it will be 
interesting to see which sport or 
entertainment group becomes 
the first to fill the 4,000 seat 
capacity stadium.

The challenge is on!

 •  •  •

Golden Square Cricket Club is 
now taking orders for their new 
book – The Square – Golden 
Square Cricket Club the first 100 
years (1918 – 2018 ) Compiled 
by Darren Rodda and Ian 
Kellett the 200 page book has 
been professionally produced. 
Rumour has it that one past 
player known only as Popeye is 
keen for personal book signings!

BELVOIR PARK 
GOLF CLUB

The 2018 Belvoir Park Golf 
Club Championships have been 
completed and it is once again 
our younger members who 
have come in with back to back 
Champion wins.

In the men’s Championship, Billy 
Caulfield, for the second year in 
a row, has won the Men’s 2018 
Club Champion, Pop Hayes 
Trophy, the Nett event and the 
Barry Chant’s Memorial Trophy 
(best nett over the 3 rounds).  The 
21-year-old and has been playing 
at Belvoir from a very young age.  
He plays off a low handicap of 
approx 3 and just seems to get 

better & better every year.  

B Grade Gross winner was Denis 
Cooper and Geoff Radford won 
was the B Grade Nett winner.

C Grade Gross, Nett & Veteran’s 
award was won by Geoff Annand.

In the women’s Championship, 
Jazy Roberts won, once again, 
the prestigious Champion Gross 
Trophy convincingly with three 
gross scores of 82, 87 & 80.  
Jazy also took out the A Grade 
Nett event, narrowly from Alison 
Woodman along with the Gwen 
Simpson Putting trophy.  Jazy is 
just 13 years old and plays off 
approx. a 6 handicap.  Jazy and 
her family put in many hours at 
the club and the members are 
watching with interest to see 
where Jazy’s golf will take her to 
in the future and want to wish her 
all the best.

Women's Captain, Brenda Savy 
won the B Grade Gross & Nett 
events.  Beth Lynch won the 
C Grade Gross, Nett event & 
Veteran’s medal.  Janty Kamphuis 
won the 9 hole Nett event.

FOOTBALL FIXTURE
With the football / netball season rapidly drawing to a close Kangaroo 
Flat has two home games during July and two home games during 
August.

Several netball sides will bge aiming to play finals whilst on the footy 
scene the Roos Under 18 side has been in great form this year and are 
set to play a major role during the finals camapaign.

THE RUN HOME

•  Sat July 14 - Kangaroo Flat v Sandhurst

•  Sat July 28 - Kangaroo Flat v Castlemaine

•  Sat August 11 - Kangaroo Flat v South Bendigo

•  Sat August 18 - Kangaroo Flat v Eaglehawk


