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COMMUNITY URGED TO
BACK LOCAL BUSINESSES
DURING PANDEMIC
The City of Greater Bendigo and
Be.Bendigo are urging residents
to shop local to help support local
businesses and protect jobs over the
coming months.

City Director Strategy and Growth Bernie
O’Sullivan said the COVID-19 pandemic
was already having a serious impact on
local businesses and services, following the
cancellation of the region’s major events and
changes to rules on public gatherings.
“These are difficult and challenging times for
local businesses who are doing their best to
keep open under exceptional circumstances,”
Mr O’Sullivan said.

by health experts and a number of hospitality
businesses separating tables and chairs to help
provide more space between customers. We are
also seeing our businesses asking customers
how they can best serve them during this time,
so it is important that we respond by supporting
them however we can.

backing from the community these businesses
can continue to trade and keep staff. We have
nearly 8,000 small to medium businesses in the
Greater Bendigo region and each one of them
helps to boost our local economy and provide
important jobs.

“Our region is lucky enough to have a great
range of available local produce, a variety of
local suppliers of all kinds, cafes, hotels and
restaurants and great shops from butchers
and florists that need our support. We want
them to get through this pandemic and remain
an important contributor to our region’s local
economy in the future.

“We’ve not experienced anything like this before
which is why it is important that wherever
possible we are encouraging to shop local and
help local businesses to survive this turbulent
time,” Mr Bice said.

“It is critical that we try to support local business
as much as possible. Shopping locally is one of
the simplest and yet effective ways to help our
businesses to keep trading and secure vital jobs
in our community.

“We are asking residents to choose local shops,
services and businesses as much as they can.
Check to see if these businesses offer their
services or goods online and provide a delivery
service, buy their gift cards, look out for special
offers and encourage your relatives and friends
to do the same.

“We are seeing many businesses following the
strict hygiene advice that is being encouraged

“If you shop local, it stays local. For every $100
spent locally, nearly $70 stays here so with the

Be.Bendigo CEO Dennis Bice said
businesses are facing tough times ahead.

“The reality is if we don’t try to shop locally
wherever possible, many of these businesses will
not have the capacity to stay open. That’s how
tough it is going to be for them with less tourists
and less or no foot traffic coming through their
doors.
“We will get through the COVID-19 outbreak but
we need to do our bit now so that businesses
can overcome these challenges and continue
trading now and in the future.”

Businesses in our region are doing things differently
during these challenging times. We’d like to share new
and innovative ideas from across our business community.
If you’re doing things differently or would like to do a
‘shout out’ for someone else, tell us the details at
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Services/Business

ifferently

For more information contact the Business Help Desk on
(03) 5434 6000 or bhd@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Doing business d
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Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
BUILDING A STRONGER COMMUNITY
The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise was established in 2008 and
throughout the journey has been able to financially assist many projects
throughout the region.
The Community Enterprise program is underpinned by a desire to help
communities generate long term prosperity.
Through this program, Bendigo Bank works with the Kangaroo Flat
Community Enterprise who will engage with residents, businesses,
schools, sporting clubs and community groups to achieve a common
objective.
Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise chair Jack Lyons said “The very first
project undertaken by KFCE was to provide a grant of $3,000 in 2009 to
Saint Monica’s Primary School in Kangaroo Flat to enable a large shade
sail to be built in which to conduct the school assembly.
“Along the journey KFCE has helped many organisations throughout the
Kangaroo Flat, Golden Square, Lockwood, Lockwood South, Big Hill,
Marong and Maiden Gully region.
“Whether we are assisting financially to the renovation of the Bendigo
Community Theatre Company (pictured right) or helping finance new
canoes for the Kangaroo Flat Scout Group, or distributing lifesaving defib
units to all the schools in our region the Enterprise has been there in a time
of need. It’s all great work.”

Pledge your support it’s easy

Big financial assistance has seen lighting installed at Dower Park in
Kangaroo Flat as well as the Marist Oval in Maiden Gully.

Just by doing something as simple as our day to day banking
we can generate money for much needed community projects.

The Enterprise also contributed $100,000 as part of their commitment
to help raise $1 million towards the Gurri Wanyarra Centre, which was
opened in October 2018 and has been a fantastic new facility for all the
region to enjoy.

The more business banking we do with Bendigo Bank also helps
us distribute more money to projects across the region.

The Enterprise gives us all the power to make a good idea happen in our
very own community.

N OW S E LLI N G
SECURE GATED COMMUNITY

The next time you call in to your local branch of the Bendigo
Bank, pledge your support to the Kangaroo Flat Community
Enterprise and help make Good Ideas Happen!

FIRST HOME LOAN DEPOSIT SCHEME

First home buyer

5% minimum
deposit.*
Ask us about it.

Calder Hwy, BIG HILL
•
•
•
•
•

Peaceful bush setting
Elegant 3 and 4 bedroom designs
Handy to Lansell Square and Kangaroo Flat shops
Easy commute to Castlemaine and Melbourne
600 metres to Big Hill Primary School

5 SOLD
ONLY 8
LEFT
PARTICIPATING

LENDER
OFFER

Turn-Key Completion

Townhouse and Land Packages from

$399,950
Call Joanne
0448 829 957

lansellhomes.com.au

Talk to us today
*Terms, conditions, fees, charges, lending and eligibility criteria apply. All information is correct as at 22 January 2020 and is subject to change. Full details available on application.
Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit License 237879. (1407201-1411641) (01/20)
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Bendigo A Healthy Lifestyle

A group of people who wish to make
changes in their lifestyle to achieve weight
loss and better health.
Weekly club meeting aim to
Support members:
• Becoming more active.
• Better foods for health.
• Share shopping hints:
- Everyday foods.
- Weekly Weigh In.
Cost – a once off joining fee and a small
weekly fee. First two evenings no charge.
Club meeting commences @5:15pm
Wednesdays in The South Cornish Room
At the Long Gully Community Centre.
23-29 Havilah Rd, Long Gully.
For more information contact Ken on
0488 565 832

Lockwood

WINTER

FASHIONS

Lockwood
WINTER

FASHIONS

W I N T E R

F A S H I O N S

Lockwood

Tuesday 12th May

BENDIGO POOLS, INDOOR SPORTS CENTRES
CLOSE DUE TO CORONAVIRUS
The City of Greater Bendigo has shut down its pools and indoor sports
centres to reduce the spread of COVID-19, in line with the latest rules
from the Victorian government.

@ Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church

Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre, Faith Leech Aquatic Centre, Peter
Krenz Leisure Centre, Bendigo East pool, Long Gully Splash Park and
Bendigo Stadium have closed.
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The shutdown will last until at least April 13, although it could extend
beyond this date.

Entry: $5 (incl. Devonshire Tea & Lucky Door)

Gurri Wanyarra, the Peter Krenz Leisure Centre and Bendigo East pool
will contact members about suspending their memberships.
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@ Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church
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@ 2 pm
Entry: $5 (incl. Devonshire Tea & Lucky Door)

This means the Faith Leech Aquatic Centre and the Long Gully Splash
Park will not reopen until next season.

Members of the Faith Leech Aquatic Centre will have the remaining
seven weeks of the season deducted from next season's ticket cost.
Meanwhile, the Bendigo Animal Relief Centre will remain open, but
strictly by appointment.
Those who wish to adopt an animal or reclaim a pet must phone in
advance.

Proceeds to Uniting Emergency Relief - 5443 5458

All adoption fees and lost pet infringements will be paid by card over
the phone, as cash is no longer accepted.

Proceeds to Uniting Emergency Relief - 5443 5458

Residents who want to surrender a pet are urged to hold off and ask a
family member or friend for help. BARC can be contacted on
5441 2209.

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
GET ACTIVE AND LEARN ABOUT NATURE IN YOUR BACK YARD
Volunteer community group, the Friends of
Crusoe Reservoir and No. 7 Park (FoCR7P) is
hosting a revegetation working bee between
9am and 11am Sunday April 19 at No. 7 Park
in Granter Street, Kangaroo Flat; morning tea
will follow.
If you haven’t already been to these parks,
they have easy accessible walking tracks
around both reservoirs. The parks are also
an oasis for many native plants and animals,
including some threatened and endangered
species. With the help of community grants
from Bendigo Council in recent years, the
group employed expert ecologists and
naturalists to work with us and document the
varieties of plants and animals that make this
200 hectare nature reserve their home. The
area near No. 7 Park was identified as having
a large number of different plant species.

FUNDING: Haven; Home, Safe chief executive
Ken Marchingo hopes the Bendigo based
housing agency will receive a funding boost.

Our next working bee will be revegetating
around particular areas of No. 7 Reservoir
with numbers of local and rare native shrub
species. If you’d like to join the FoCR7P
and the Council’s Crusoe Park Ranger for
this working bee, you should wear suitable
clothes, gardening gloves, sturdy shoes and
a hat and BYO water. Register by emailing the
Secretary at focr7p@gmail.com and meet at
the No. 7 Park picnic area.

POOL PARKING SHORTAGE
Pool users are calling for more parking spaces
to be provided at the Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing
Centre Centre in Kangaroo Flat.
The popular aquatic complex is drawing huge
crowds weekly and in recent times some people,
both young and old have been forced to park
several hundred metres way from the complex.
The activities at the complex especially those
held in the mornings have become so popular
that there is simply not enough parking to cover
the patronage being received from residents far
and wide.
Clearly, one option is to establish a car park
along the western end of the Gurri Wanyarra
Centre.
There is plenty of room in the area for parking
without encroaching on the nearby Kangaroo
Flat CFA running track.

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT
ANNOUNCES $6 BILLION
FUNDING BOOST FOR
HOMELESS

Victoria's Minister for Housing Richard Wynne
has announced a $6 million funding boost to
reduce the incidence of rough sleeping and
homelessness in the wake of the coronavirus
pandemic.
The funding will provide homelessness agencies
with extra resources to find temporary housing
for those who need it most.

At its meeting in June 2016 the City of Greater
Bendigo council announced the construction
tender for the complex and in the report to
council the project team set the objective of
designing the facility to provide an inviting
frontage and entrance off Browning Street.
The report also advised council the project
would incorporate required car parking –
permanent and overflow.
Given that the Gurri Wanyarra Centre has now
been operating on a hugely successful basis for
around 18 months then the term Overflow Car
Park definitely now becomes more apparent.
FLAT MATTERS spoke to some of the mums
attending mid-morning sessions at the complex
and all believe that urgent action is required to
alleviate the current parking situation.
The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise is
liaising with Council to progress this.

Haven; Home, Safe chief executive Ken
Marchingo said any funding directed to the
Bendigo-based housing organisation would be
put to good use.
"For the vulnerable, the old and the health
compromised, coronavirus can be and for some
will be, lethal," Mr Marchingo said.
Haven hopes to be the recipient of a portion of
the state government's funding to help people in
the regions.
"Things are tough in the regions, but in the city it
is overwhelming," Mr Marchingo said.
"One of our core values is to put people first.
"For that reason, wherever possible, it will be
business as usual for clients of Haven, and where
it is not, it will be the best we can do with what
we have access to do."
Funding will be directed towards private
rental brokerage for those at risk of falling into
homelessness, helping to keep them in safe
and affordable accommodation, and reduce the
community transmission of coronavirus.
"The coronavirus pandemic is going to have
wide-ranging impacts across our community,
but those experiencing homelessness who have
nowhere else to go, will be particularly hard hit,"
Mr Wynne said.
The state government is providing public
housing communities with the latest information
and advice about coronavirus, including a roster
of extra staff on the ground in 13 estates, which
mainly house elderly tenants.
"We are making sure our public housing tenants
have the information, advice and support
they need to look after themselves during this
pandemic," Mr Wynne said.

Gurri Wanyarra carpark

For more information about the state
government's coronavirus response, visit
dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus or call the state
Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 398, for advice
if you are displaying symptoms.
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38th Battalion (Australia)

HOW I RODE THE O’KEEFE RAIL TRAIL BEHIND A STEAM LOCOMOTIVE
The year was 1953 National Service was in full swing and Sgt. Tom
Luke as the Battalion Film Projectionist was in annual camp with the
38th Infantry Battalion at Site 17 just outside Seymour. After our two
weeks of maneuvers saving Victoria from the “Fantasians!” The time to
return to our homes in Bendigo started with a very early roll call and a
march with full gear to what was known MOB siding a railway entry
and exit point some 3 miles away.
At the railway pick up we were ordered to fill our water bottles and pick
up a sandwich and enter the train. The sandwiches were either cheese
or tomato sauce. Unfortunately mine was tomato sauce not very
exciting.
The water and single sandwich was our only refreshments until we
arrived in Bendigo some 6 hours away.
We travelled in a series of carriages behind an A2 steam engine down
the mainline from Albury to Melbourne stopping at a siding named
Heathcote Junction.
Here we changed to a much smaller engine and proceeded on a spur
line which took us to Bylands then up to Kilmore through High Camp,
Pyalong, via Tooborac Argyle and on to Heathcote.

From Heathcote we travelled to Derrinal and over a bridge which
would in the future become part of the back waters of Eppalock Weir.
On to Knowsley, Axedale, Longlea, Junortoun and through to Bendigo.
At this stage in its life the rail was becoming very bumpy and
undoubtedly had a limited life span.
Many of us Northern Victorian National Servicemen travelled this way
back to our homes.
Many comical events occurred during the transit of these various
trains most are better left in the past and only a smile on the face of
the story teller.
If one could have seen the future and realize that this line was to
become the O’Keefe Rail Trail and that I would live just 500 meters
from it.
We are now in the twilight of our years, Eppalock has been long since
built and the railway line is no more but thanks to foresight of many
people the O’Keefe Rail trail will give pleasure and healthy exercise to
many present and future generations
Tom Luke

TWENTY YEARS OF AG ART ON SHOW AT LIVING ARTS SPACE
A display of creative and quirky garments made from materials
used in agriculture will be on show at the Living Arts Space until
May 30.
This year marks the 20th year of the Elmore Field Day Ag Art Contest
which challenges artists to create wearable art garments using materials
found on farms, in farming-related industries or sourced from the land.
The final designs have been traditionally modelled on the catwalk during
the Elmore Field Days.
City of Greater Bendigo Visitor Services Manager Jemma Docherty said
the Ag Art challenge was a popular event at the Elmore Field Days.
“Designers have great fun producing highly creative and ingenious
designs using farming material and I think visitors will enjoy seeing
such an extraordinary collection at the Living Arts Space,” Ms
Docherty said.
Ag Art 2000-2020 features the winners of the 2019 Ag Art Wear
competition alongside highlights from the last 20 years. Among the
garments on display are outfits made from farm yard materials such
cotton, wires, tubing and packaging.
“This exhibition is a celebration of some of the wonderful garments that
have been designed from the past 20 years and it’s good to see how artists
have been able to use recycled farming materials in a clear and unique
way.”
The free exhibition also includes a selection of works from local
decorative metal artist David Dawson.
Ag Art 2000-2020 is open until May 30 at the Living Arts Space in the
Bendigo Visitor Centre, 51-67 Pall Mall Bendigo.
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Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
BECOME A FLAT MATTERS ADVERTISER
Want to promote your products and services to thousands of people in the Kangaroo Flat community
and beyond?
Grant Phillips
Director
13 Phillips Drive Kangaroo Flat, Vic 3555
Tel: (03) 5447 0009 Fax: (03) 5447 2229
Email: bendigo@pedders.com.au
Website: www.pedders.com.au

For all your diesel
& petrol injection
needs, new or old.
0408 791 755 (Dave)
Dave & Katriona
0448 154 542
15 Phillips Drive
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555 03 5447 7768
ABN 30 628 480 602
ACN 62 9271 441

admin@bendigodiesel.com.au

It’s easy. Our graphic designer is available via request to develop a knock out advertisement or you
may already have one.
Copy deadline is the 14th of each month.
Ad sizes and costs
The advertisement cost and sizes for Flat Matters are:
$140 – Quarter page advertisement
- 100mm wide x 144mm high
$250 – Half Page advertisement
- 200mm wide x 144mm high
$400 – Full page advertisement
- 210mm wide x 297mm high.
$50 – Business card advertisement
– 60mm wide x 38mm high
For further information please
contact our sales manager at
flatmtrs@kfce.com.au

CITY INTRODUCES RATES DEFERRALS AND NEW PAYMENT
OPTIONS
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the community, the City
of Greater Bendigo has announced a series of immediate measures to reduce the
financial burden and support our community, residents, businesses and sporting clubs.
There are a number of options that can support people depending on their individual
circumstances and they come into effect today. These are:
· For ratepayers on quarterly instalments, the fourth rate instalment due date will be
extended by one month to June 30, 2020
· For those experiencing financial hardship, flexible rate payment plans are available,
including the ability to defer all payments on rates to September 30, 2020
· Interest will not be charged for overdue rates or other payments through to
September 30, 2020
· There are financial hardship options available, which consider individual
circumstances. Customers can contact the City via ratesenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.
au or call 5434 6000.

Customer Service Centres CLOSED
LEO TREBLE
B.Bus (Acc) Dip FP
5 Camp St
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

T:
F:

03 5447 7500
03 5447 1922

PO Box 1333
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

E:

admin@
trebleaccountants.com.au

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

In response to the
COVID-19 (coronavirus)
pandemic, the City of
Greater Bendigo has
closed its Customer
Service Centres in
Bendigo and Heathcote
until further notice to
help prevent the spread
of this disease and
protect the health of
residents and staff.
We hope you stay safe
during this time.

You can continue to contact us in the following ways:

Log a request online
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/requests
Phone us
5434 6000
@

Email us
requests@bendigo.vic.gov.au
Electronic payment details
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/payments
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Church Corner
KANGAROO FLAT WEEKEND
CHURCH SERVICES
UNITING CHURCH
Church & Camp Streets, Sunday 9:30am –
Minister 0448 591 421
ST. MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat,
9am Traditional and 11am Family Service
5447 7427 (Maiden Gully - Sunday 4pm)
ST. MONICA’S ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Station Street and High St, Kangaroo Flat
Saturdays at 6pm and Sundays at 9am.
Phone 5443 4400

BAPTIST CHURCH
Church Street, Sundays 10am, and the Karen
language service each Sunday at 2pm
SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
Y’S Mens Hall, 8 Lockwood Rd Kangaroo
Flat. Worship Sunday 10am.
Phone: 5441 3527 or 0413 682 999

Cr Matt Emond
Lockwood Ward

195 Lyttleton Terrace, PO Box 733 Telephone: (03) 4408 6696
Bendigo, Victoria, Australia 3552
Facsimile: (03) 5434 6200
Web: www.bendigo.vic.gov.au
Mobile: 0499 007 473
Email: m.emond@bendigo.vic.gov.au

COMMON GROUND CHURCH
Maiden Gully Community Hall, Calder Hwy,
Maiden Gully.
Sundays at 10 am. Phone 0423 700 770
ENJOY CHURCH
10 Phillips Dr, Kangaroo Flat, Sunday
10am - Ps Martin 0403 266 008
Kangaroo Flat weekend

226 High St Kangaroo Flat
5445 7400

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
We now go into the Easter Season to celebrate
the victory of Jesus on the Cross. Of course
He then rose from the dead and ascended into
heaven. This is a wonderful sign and evidence
of Jesus coming into ALL lives.

God bless Australia in these challenging times

We will have our shared lunch on the First
Sunday after the service. All welcome to the
fellowship and sharing the powerful healing of
Jesus. Easter Sunday is our key service.

opposite Aldi in the Flat.

ST
MARY’S
CHURCH

EASTER SERVICES

ANGLICAN

St Mary's Anglican Church welcomes
you to come and hear why all the fuss at
Easter time. Come and journey with us as
we explore the greatest rescue and love
story ever. A story that has been passed
down from generation for generation and
changed millions of lives and continues to
do so today.
Watch it unfold.
Palm Sunday Service
April 5 from 9am to 11am
Maundy Thursday Service April 9 at 7pm,
Good Friday Service 9am April 10, followed
by an ecumenical 'Way of the Cross' and a
grand celebration on Easter Day at 6.30am,
9am and 11am.
Don’t miss our new Sunday@5 community
gathering

Unfortunately due to restrictions
resulting from the COVID-19
virus, some events listed may not
be able to be held.
To avoid disappointment please
contact the event holder to check
details.

of the virus and we claim healing through the
Blood of Jesus.
Church is at 10am each Sunday in the Y hall
Prayer support and information from Ps Peter
Pritchard on 0413 682 999.

BENDIGO SOUTH UNITING
CHURCH
THURSDAY APRIL 9
(MAUNDY THURSDAY)
6pm: ‘Tenebrae’ meal and service
(Cost towards meal $6).
Chum Street Uniting Church
cnr Maple St, Golden Square).
RSVP by April 6 to Glenda 0409 333 175
FRIDAY APRIL 10
(GOOD FRIDAY)
9:30am: Combined Cluster Service at
Kangaroo Flat
Uniting Church (cnr Church & Camp Streets)
11am – 12noon:	'The Way of the Cross' –
Kangaroo Flat
Ecumenical Walk commencing at
St Monica’s Catholic Church and finishing a
St Mary’s Anglican Church with a ‘cuppa’ and
hot x buns.
SUNDAY APRIL 12
(EASTER DAY)
9:30am:	Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church - Holy
Communion
9:30am:	Lockwood Uniting Church,
(Alt Calder Highway)
11am:	Chum Street Uniting Church - Holy
Communion
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Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
GOLDEN SQUARE SWIMMING POOL DECISION DELAYED UNTIL JUNE
the Golden Square Pool and only after general
communication.
She was critical of the city's handling of the
situation.
"Poor communication has been the hallmark
of this whole process and the Golden Square
community are the poorer for it," Cr Alden said.
She said the fact none of the user groups had
seen the city's recommendation before it was
released to the public on Friday was "really
poor indeed", and a lack of certainty at the end
of the 2020 pool season was partly due to the
absence of a promised comprehensive aquatic
strategy.
Cr Alden said the strategy had not progressed
as expected "for some still unexplained
reason" and believed that to be a "big error of
judgement" on council's part.
Cr Metcalf could not support either the city or
Cr Emond's recommendations.
She called for the decision to be on the agenda
for April, as promised in 2018.
"There are consequences in delaying this
decision that affect the Golden Square Pool
committee being able to get on with the jobs
that they do in the off season, like applying for
grant funding," Cr Metcalf said.
Bendigo council has given user groups three
months to discuss the fate of the Golden
Square Swimming Pool.

Cr Jennifer Alden voted against it. Cr Andrea
Metcalf abstained.

But, while the pool's managers have welcomed
the opportunity to have outstanding questions
answered, they have concerns about the length
of the delay.

Cr Emond said a deferral was not something
council took lightly, but believed these were
extraordinary circumstances.

The matter will next come before council in
June - the same month Golden Square Pool's
lease expires.
It was originally supposed to be decided in
April, but was brought forward a month due to
fire damage.
Five of the seven councillors at last night's
council meeting supported an alternative
motion, put forward by deputy mayor Matt
Emond.
City staff had recommended councillors enable
the Golden Square Pool to operate for four
more years.
It was also suggested the city take on
responsibility for asset maintenance and
provide $35,000 a year in annual funding.
City staff recommended the pool close earlier
than four years in the event of more than
$20,000 worth of repairs or replacements.
They suggested the council authorise officers
to progress an insurance claim for fire damage
at the pool earlier this year, and finalise master
planning for the Golden Square Recreation
Reserve within four years.
Cr Emond's alternative recommendation was to
defer the decision until June to enable further
stakeholder engagement.
He, mayor Margaret O'Rourke, councillors Rod
Fyffe, Susie Hawke and George Flack backed
the alternative recommendation.

The arguments for a June deferral

"I don't think I've read an email that was happy
with the proposed recommendation in its
previous form," he said.
He believed the additional time would be
important to "bring the community along" and
find a solid way forward.
Cr Fyffe said continuing the dialogue with user
groups would likely result in a better outcome.
"We need to respect that community input," he
said.
He believed taking a little bit longer, and a little
more in-depth analysis, would enable a way
forward to be mapped out.
Cr Hawke - the newest addition to the council
- said she felt the need for more information to
make an informed decision.
Summarising the arguments to defer the
decision, Cr Emond said a deferral was vital for
all user groups.
"I'm here for my community and I think this
recommendation to defer is a direct response
to the needs of not just one user group, but
multiple user groups, who are all unhappy," he
said.

"You can't apply for grants if you don't know if
the Pool will even be open in the 20/21 season."
Where this leaves the Golden Square Pool
Golden Square Pool president Sam Kane said
the committee of management already had
more than $10,000 worth of time-critical grants,
which the decision to delay could affect.
"We just don't know what three months will
achieve," Mr Kane said.
He said a delay of that length did not give any
certainty to what would happen.
It would also hamper the pool's ability to start
implementing its strategic plan for the next four
years.
Golden Square Football Netball Club suggested,
prior to the meeting, that any decision be
deferred until April. A reason for a delay of three
months was not ascertained from listening to
the meeting.
Speaking during the meeting, Cr Metcalf said
the suggestion to delay the decision for three
months "feels like a recommendation made on
the run."
"I cannot reconcile the idea that we will
suddenly have further information available to
us for a decision in three months' time, after
waiting already for two years," she said.

The arguments against

"Neither am I confident that any meetings
between the various users of the precinct over
the next three months might lead to an amicable
outcome and solution for everyone involved
considering there has only been one meeting of
the user groups in the last 10 months."

Cr Alden said she could not support a
deferral and was not confident the required
communication would achieve the results
planned by some.

She said the users of the Golden Square Pool
and the users of the recreation reserve had
every right to be angry and disappointed with
the situation they were in.

If there was to be a new recommendation, she
said it should be developed in conjunction with

Mr Kane said the Golden Square Pool would
remain positive and would not give up.
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ANZAC APPEAL STILL ON BUT RSL BRANCH GRAPPLING WITH LESS STALLS, VOLUNTEERS
Veterans want your help to salvage and Anzac
Day fundraising drive thrown into limbo by the
coronavirus threat.
The Kangaroo Flat RSL's Anzac Appeal should
be kicking into gear right now, with veterans
setting up five stalls at supermarkets and
hardware stores across Kangaroo Flat and the
wider city.
Many of the people who usually man the stalls
are older people and the Kangaroo Flat RSL will
not risk their health by asking them to volunteer
in crowded areas, president Craig Chilver said.

one hour a month at the homes of some RSL
members in the region, Mr Chilver said.
The RSL branch has enough volunteers to have
two stalls, one at Lansell Square and the other
at the Golden Square Woolworths.
It also plans to set up a pop-up stall at its Station
Street hall in the week before Anzac Day.
Don't forget Anzac spirit in these uncertain
times.

Some businesses are not getting enough foot
traffic for volunteers to justify volunteers setting
up stalls, Mr Chilver said.

Kangaroo Flat RSL member and returned
servicewoman Kirshy McAinch was stationed
on HMAS Adelaide during the peacekeeping
mission in East Timor at the turn of the
millennium. She urged people not to forget
Anzac Day importance even if they were
understandably
concerned
about
the
COVID-19 pandemic.

"We get a big percentage of what we sell
back from (RSL headquarters) Anzac House,
who give us the badges. That helps us support
the welfare of veterans and members," he
said.

"From the class of people who went through
the Defence Force Academy with me, 13
people have died. Several of those deaths have
been on active service, including of one of my
close friends," she said.

"If we don't have a reasonable Anzac Day
drive the widows and veterans are not going
to receive any help from the RSL. We just can't
put ourselves into debt."

"There have also been a more significant
number who have committed suicide.

"If they were to catch the virus right now that
could be a death sentence," he said.

Already, handyman jobs including lawn mowing
and cleaning spouts have been cut from two to

"So Anzac Day morphs into all these
opportunities to reflect on the sacrifices that
people have made, wherever and however they
have served, as well those of their families."

During her time in East Timor, Mrs McAinch's
ship patrolled the capital's harbour to make
sure large ships and humanitarian aid could
come in.
Kirshy McAinch was stationed on HMAS
Adelaide during the East Timor peacekeeping
mission and has urged the public to keep
supporting the Anzac Appeal in these uncertain
times.
The ship was also a base for special forces
groups airlifting in and out for their work.
"We also had chaplains coming back to the
ship each night after conducting mass burials,"
Mrs McAinch said.
"At the time you don't really realise the scale of
all of this because you keep doing what you are
doing. You are doing your hours on and then
you sleep, eat and repeat.
"I was maybe 22-years-old at the time and
didn't really think about it until much later,
perhaps even until I became a mum.
"Then I started thinking about all those people
I would see lined up on the jetties in East
Timor, trying to get out with the kids, that I
really started to think about the ways people
can treat each other and the importance of that
mission."

Kangaroo Flat RSL board members at the pop-up stall that will operate out of the Station Street RSL hall in the week before Anzac Day.

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
Group Gatherings
Alcoholics Anonymous
8pm Sunday @ St Marys Anglican Church,
193-195 High Street Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from carpark at rear on corner Bank
St/Church St.
Enquiries 1300 22 22 22.
Bendigo Coin & Collectables Club Inc.
Meet every Friday fortnight at 7.30 pm
Venue - Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet
St. Bendigo.
New Members Welcome
Contact Pam Baker 03 54440308
Bendigo Evening VIEW Club
“Voice, Interest,Education for Women”
Supporting The Smith Family by raising
funds to help disadvantaged students with
their education needs.
4th Wednesday of month at 6pm for 6.30pm
NOTE NEW TIME!
At the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club,
1c Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Meals $23.
Bookings Deidre McDougall 0419 595 674
Or for all enquiries re club Cheryl Scully
0439 316 021
Bendigo Garden Club Inc.
3RD Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the McKinnon Pavilion, no meetings during
the months of January, July, December.
Bendigo Showgrounds.
Contact: Laurelle Smith Secretary 5447 0017
New Members Always Welcome
Bendigo Gem Club Inc.
10 Galvin st, BENDIGO 3550
Ph 5442 3961 Lv msg
Website: gembendigo.org.au
BGC meet every Tuesday and Thursday
Tuesday
5pm-9pm Instruction in faceting and
cabochons
5pm-7pm Kids club
6pm-8:30pm Silversmithing with
Experienced Silversmiths
Thursday
10am-4pm Adult tuition in all aspects of this
craft. BYO Lunch.
7pm-10pm Experienced users who can
work on their own.
Allied crafts when available
GEMARAMA second weekend in September
Field trips, Rock swaps, Social events & BBQ’s.
Committee meetings third Thursday of the
month.
New wheelchair access Sponsored by
Fosterville Gold Mine
Only 10mins walk to Bendigo Station.
Bendigo Legion Angling Club
7.30pm 1st Monday of the month.
The Den at Dower Park, Station Street,
Kangaroo Flat.
Bendigo Philatelic Society .
Night Meetings on the first Tuesday each
month at 7:30pm
CVGT - Corner Stanfield and Jackson Street,
Long Gully.
Daytime Meetings Wednesday after the
Tuesday night meeting 10am to 12noon
Golden Square Community Hall
9 Old High Street, Golden Square.
Contact Joy (Secretary) on 0439 473 645 or
Libby (President) on 0448 120 066
All visitors welcome.
Bendigo Positive Birthing
www.facebook.com/bendigopositivebirthing
for more details phone: 0447 453 644

GROUPS & CLUBS

INCLUDE YOUR GROUP OR CLUB MEETING
TIMES BY CONTACTING FLAT MATTERS

Bgo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club
monthly meetings last Monday of month
7.30pm in the Y Community Hall, Lockwood
Road, opposite ALDI.
Club’s web site on www.brcac.asn.au

Kangaroo Flat Mens Shed
Open Mon-Fri 9am to 4.30pm approx.
Located at 56 Thomas Street Kangaroo Flat
(behind the cemetery)

Community Enterprise
Last Thursday of each month, 6pm, Sports
Club Dower Park

Outdoor activities for boys and girls
aged 6 – 18 years old.
Please contact Group Leader
Craig Whan on 5444 4114.

CWA Kangaroo Flat Branch
C.W.A. Kangaroo Flat Branch
3rd Thursday of Month
1.30 pm at Uniting Church Hall,
Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Interesting speakers & Monthly Craft Day.
All Ladies Welcome - Afternoon Tea
More Details 5446-8323
Look up the web for complete overview
www.cwaofvic.org.au
Enjoy Church
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat
Details: http://enjoy.church/bendigo.
Contact: Campus Pastor Martin Oravec on
0403 266 008.

Kangaroo Flat Scout Group

Lions Club
2nd Wednesday of each month, Business
meeting, Lions Club Rooms, Dower Park
– 7.00pm. 4th Wednesday of each month,
Dinner meeting at varying locations - 6pm
for 6.30pm start.
President Heather Gartside
Secretary Brian Ede 03 54478618
Maiden Gully Fire Brigade
First Tuesday of each month
Firefighter Training Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Maiden Gully Fire Station
5 Beckhams Road, Maiden Gully
Contact: 5449 6340

Friends of Crusoe No. 7 Park
Meet first Wednesday of every 2nd month
(starting Februarys) at the Rotary Gateway
Park at 7pm.
Contact Hans at focr7p@gmail.com

1st Maiden Gully Scout Group

Golden Square Croquet Club
Come and Try - Every Mon and Friday from
11am. Contact Lorraine 54477511 or Don
54496332

Joey Scouts (6-7yrs) Tuesday 5.30 –6.30pm

Greater Bendigo Danceland Inc.
A Social Dance every Saturday night at 8pm.
Venue - St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall,
26 Myers St. Bendigo.
Contact Barb 5443 5380.

To find out more contact Cate on
0405 381 611

Heartbeat Bendigo Branch
A support group for cardiac patients, family
& friends. Fundraising for cardiac equipment
through public and social events. Meetings
held bi-monthly on 3rd Sunday. Jan, March,
May, July, Sept, Nov. 2pm at Chum Street
Uniting Church hall. Enquiries to President
Frank Ward - 5447 4545 or 0407 855 685.
Heart Foundation Walking Group –
Community Wellbeing Walkers
Every Tuesday 11.15
Meet at Lifestyle Choices, the corner of Neil
and Station street Kangaroo Flat -30 minute
walk along the Bendigo Creek Track.
All welcome contact Jennifer 0419878836
myhealth@mentoronline.com.au
Kangaroo Flat Baptist Church
“Come and Chat Group”
Knitting for missions – a welcome cuppa
and good conversations.
We support a girl in Nepal.
Enjoy good company every Monday 9.30am
till midday.
All Welcome!
Kangaroo Flat Community House,
21 Woolcock Avenue, Kangaroo Flat
Open Monday – Thursday, 9am-3pm
Ph 5447 9687
Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade
Meets First Thursday of each Month.
Fire Fighter Training
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Kangaroo Flat Fire Station
Helm Street, Kangaroo Flat
Contact: 54470204

Maiden Gully Scouts meet every week
during the school term at the Maiden Gully
Scout Hall, Cnr Beckhams Rd and Calder
Hwy, Maiden Gully:
Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) Thursdays 7-8.30pm
Scouts (11-15yrs) Thursday 7-9pm)

Needles & Threads
Meet two Mondays of each month from
10am to 12noon. Please phone Janet Clark
for Yearly list of dates.
Bring your knitting or crochet.
New members welcome.
Venue. St. Mary’s Anglican Church Hall,
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enquiries to Janet Clark – Ph: 54479783
Partners of Veterans Assoc
3rd Monday of the month, at 11.30am at the RSL
Playgroup for under 5’s
Every Monday during school terms
from 9:30 –11:00am, at Kangaroo Flat
Uniting Church, cnr Church & Camp Streets.
Contacts: Sheryl 0438413533
or Anne 0411 127 925
Probus Club of Kangaroo Flat (Mixed) Inc.
Every 2nd Wednesday each month 9.45am
St. Mary’s Church Complex High St, K/Flat.
Contact Bev. Blume 5443 1809. - Visitors
welcome.
RAAF Association-Bendigo Branch
1st Thursday each month February - December.
11.00 am. to 12 noon with lunch afterwards.
At Bendigo District RSL, Havilah Road, Bgo
Contact: Glenis Gordon, Secretary/Treasurer
C/- Post Office, Raywood. 3570
Phone: 5436 9293
Email: glenblairmichael@gmail.com
Membership open to ex Air Force Personnel
and their relatives.
Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat:
Meet each Monday 6pm for 6.30 start at
the Rotary Function Centre (opposite Apco).
New members welcome
www.facebook.com/rotarykangarooflat/

RSL
Contact Craig Chilver (03) 5447 8312
Meeting held at 10am on 3rd Tuesday of the
month. Light refreshments supplied.
Social Club meet 1st and 4th Tuesdays of
each month at 10.30am.
New members welcome.
Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Special Olympics Group
Pam (President) 0418 304 927
John (Ten Pin Bowling Coach)
0400 641 405
Michele (Barracudas Swim Coach)
0409 173 656
Spring Gully Dance
Dancing every Saturday night 8 - 12pm,
and Monday nights from 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Venue - Spring Gully Hall, 135 Spring Gully
Road, Bendigo
Contact Keith 5444 2953
The Little Chimps Playgroup
Commencing on the 8th October at 396
High Street Golden Square in the Seventh
Day Adventist church hall. Every Wednesday
during school term from 10:30am - 12:00pm.
Contact Kerryn Greaves 0432 354 617.
Please see enclosed a flyer for further
information.
U3A Bendigo
Life-long learning and activities for
mature aged people.
Gathering: 4th Wednesday of month.
Website: http://home.vicnet.net.
au/~u3abgo/
BLOG: http://u3a-bendigo.blogspot.com.au/
Email: u3abgo@bigpond.com
or Phone 5447 1812
Un Finished Objects Craft Group
Meets every Tuesday 10am till 2pm at 29
Bay Street, Golden Square.
$3 entry. BYO Lunch. Hot Drinks Provided.
Ladies, come along for fun and friendship
and work on your current project or start a
new one.
The group contributes to Asian Aid and
The Biggest Morning Tea.
Further Details: Janine 5409 2894 or
Shirley 5449 6893.
Volaire Calisthenics
Maiden Gully
Classes: Recreational and competitive
teams. For participants age 3 and over.
Contact Volaire for class times.
Phone: 0437 343 656
Y’s Service Club (Women)
2nd Tuesday of the month, contact
0409 179 485 for venue details
Y Service Club of Bendigo South
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Y’s
Clubrooms, Lockwood Rd. at 12 noon.
Y Service Club of Kangaroo Flat
every Wednesday at 6.30pm Y Community
Hall. Lockwood Rd opposite ALDI.
ph 5447 1587
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HISTORY OF THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FLAG
Surprisingly it was not until 1953 that our flag
was officially proclaimed the Australian National
Flag.

Cross reflected Australia’s place in the universe.
A flag showing our history, our unity and out
independent position.

With Federation and the joining of all Australians
under the Commonwealth of Australia there
came a real need for a flag to unite the peoples
of the six colonies.

In 1903 King Edward VII approved two designs
for the flag of Australia: the Commonwealth blue
ensign, and the Commonwealth red ensign, for
the merchant Navy.

In 1901, a world-wide competition was held to
find new flags: one suitable for the Merchant
Navy Service. The Commonwealth, “The Review
of Reviews” (a newspaper of the day) and the
Havelock Tobacco Company forwarded prize
money totalling ₤200. The response to the
competition was excellent.

In 1908 the six-pointed star became a sevenpointed star no representing the States and
the Territories of the Commonwealth. The now
seven-pointed star conformed with the star in
the crest of the Coat of Arms.

Over 30,000 flag designs were presented for
display in the Exhibition Building in September
1901. From the 30,000 entries the choice was
narrowed to five. It was decided that the five
would share the prize money. The winners
were Mrs A. Dorrington of Perth, Mr I. Evens
of Melbourne, Mr L. Hawkins of Sydney, Mr E.
J. Nuttall of Melbourne and Mr W. Stevens of
Auckland.
A flag embodying the five winning entries was
proudly flown in the Exhibition Building in
Melbourne on the day that the Prime Minister,
Mr E. Barton announced the winners. That flag
was very like the flag that became the Australian
National Flag 52 years later.

In the early years of the Commonwealth the
flying of the ensigns was not encouraged, but a
new body of thought developed through Prime
Minister Menzies in 1941 and was supported by
Prime Minister Chifley in 1947. The Flying of the
Commonwealth Blue Ensign was encouraged
on the shore provided it was flown in a manner
befitting the national emblem of our country.
In 1951 the Australian Government recommended
that King George VI approve the Commonwealth
Blue Ensign as the national Flag. At this stage
there was still no official recognition for the
Ensigns our National Flag. King George gave his
approval and in 1953 the Flags Act proclaimed
the Australian Blue Ensign as our National Flag,
and the Red Ensign as the correct colours for
Australian registered merchant ships.

In the upper hoist was the union jack, made up
of the crosses of St George, St Andrew and St
Patrick. Beneath the Union Jack was a large
pointed star representing the six States, and
in the fly of the flag, five stars representing the
Southern Cross.

We properly call these flags the Australian
National Flag and the Australian Red Ensign.

The Union Jack reflected our heritage, the large
star indicated the unity of the six States within
the Commonwealth of Australia, and the Sothern

The Australian Army does not have its own
official ensign but note that the Army is the
protector of the Australian National Flag.

Description of the Australian National Flag

The flag is red, white and blue with the union jack
in the upper hoist, a large white seven-pointed star
directly below the centre of the Union Jack in the
lower hoist and five white pointed stars representing
the Southern Cross in the fly of the flag.
The large star in the lower hoist represents the
States and Territories with its seven points.
Four of the stars of the Southern Cross, Alpha,
Beta, Gamma and Delta have seven points on
the flag to uniform the design, and for aesthetic
appeal. Epilson, the fifth star, is represented by
a five-pointed star because it is not as bright as
the others in the constellation.
The Australian Ensign, the flag for merchant
vessels registered in Australis is predominantly
red. In all other respects it is the same as the
Australian National Flag.
Col Webster

The Royal Australian Navy has, as its official
ensign, the Australian White Ensign and the
Royal Australian Air Force has its official ensign
the ensign of the Royal Australian Air Force.

HELP YOUR NEIGHBOUR DURING CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
"We want to tap into that and help mobilise
neighbourhoods and the broader central
Victorian community to think about how
they can help each other through this time."

Help your neighbour, central Victorian
agencies are urging in the face of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Bendigo Foodshare, Haven; Home, Safe,
Bendigo Community Health and the City of
Greater Bendigo have banded together to
launch a campaign encouraging people to
show kindness.

Suggestions included:
• Put rolls of toilet paper on your
neighbour's doorstep or leave them a
home cooked meal

'Help Your Neighbour' highlights the things
central Victorians can - and are - doing to
support one another.
While it was important to follow Department
of Health and Human Services guidelines
to minimise the spread of COVID-19, like
social distancing, Bendigo Foodshare chair
Cathie Steele said it was important to stay
connected.

• Set up a phone tree
• Leave your number in your neighbour's
mailbox, asking them if they need
anything
phone call to check in each day, or chatting
over the fence, it's important we reach out
to make sure others are ok.

• Call to have a chat

"So many people do want to help each
other, and it's beautiful."

• Shop for a neighbour
• Start using the backyard fence to have
neighbour chats

"We know there are many in our community
doing great things to help others and
we hope others will be inspired to do the
same," Ms Steele said.

Bendigo Foodshare manager Bridget
Bentley said she had heard many stories
where neighbours were staying connected,
whether it was leaving eggs by the
agapanthus in the driveway for a friend or
asking a neighbour to deliver a bucket of
apples to another.

"Whether that's a phone tree in your
community, having scripts filled, making a

"People are amazing and resilient," Ms
Bentley said.

She said neighbourhoods and communities
had always found ways to work with each
other by sharing resources and checking on
others.

• Virtual lunch
colleagues

or

morning

tea

with

• Sharing produce from your veggie patch

• Volunteer to help others in need, for
example, Bendigo Foodshare
• Support a local business
The campaign has a Facebook page Helpyourneighbour.centralvic - celebrating
the big hearts of central Victorians.

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
48 years Industry Experience

Established 1971 / Rec 12281

Postal: PO Box 1217, Kangaroo Flat, 3555
Email: office@mcclureelectrical.com.au
Phone:

5447 2691

BAR • BISTRO • TAB
FAMILY FUNCTIONS
WEDDINGS
CONFERENCES • KENO

Rural
Domestic
Commercial
& Industrial

CWA KANGAROO FLAT BRANCH
CWA invite local women to join
our Branch for fun, friendship and
community service.
Monthly Meetings are held at the
Uniting Church, Church Street, Kangaroo
Flat on the third Thursday of each month at
1.30pm.
Come along, have a ‘cuppa’ and a chat and
see what being part of the Country Women's
Association is all about!

Tel: 03 5447 1214
Fax: 03 5447 0944
kfsc@netcon.net.au

N o n P ro f i t O r g a n i s a t i o n

On the second Wednesday of each month,
tune in to Phoenix FM 106.7 and listen to
Greta Balsillie, President of the Kangaroo
Flat Branch, discussing CWA and what the
members are doing in the community.
Several members attended the International
Women’s Day event at Axedale where
adventurer Linda Beilhartz described her trips
to the North and South Poles.
Members from Bendigo Branch helped the
Kangaroo Flat members with their Cake stall

held at Bunnings Kangaroo Flat, see the
photo above (from left to right are June Reid,
Kangaroo Flat Branch, Janet Filbey, Bendigo
Branch, Greta Balsillie, President Kangaroo
Flat Branch, Gwenda Athans, Kangaroo Flat
Branch, and Ellen Roche, Bendigo Branch).
On our recent Craft Day members made the
popular beeswax wraps.
Craft days are held at 10am on the third
Tuesday of each month at 150 Neale Street,
Flora Hill. If you’re interested in craft or have
something of your own you want to finish,
you’re most welcome to come along. No need
to be a CWA member.
Times may change for functions.
Contact
Kangaroo Flat Branch enquiries, Greta
on 5443 4803. For more information see
CWAbendigonortherngroup on Facebook for
updates about meetings and functions.

50 5 H igh S t re e t , G o l d e n S q u a re

P h o ne : 5 4 4 7 0 5 5 7

Michael Keena, Managing Director
Bachelor of Business (Accounting)
Graduate Diploma of Taxation,
Diploma of Financial Planning, FCPA
1/227 Barnard Street, Bendigo 3550
Tel: (03) 5444 0700 Fax: (03) 5444 0600
Mail: P O Box 1206, Kangaroo Flat 3555
Email: michael.keena@kjaaccountants.com.au

MEMBERS NEEDED FOR NEW PARKS, OPEN SPACE AND
RECREATION RESERVES COMMITTEE
195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat

5447 0927

Brian and Lyn Leidle
your local funeral directors.
www.mountalexanderfunerals.com

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

The City of Greater Bendigo is seeking
expressions of interest from community
members who would like to be considered for
the newly created Parks, Open Spaces and
Recreation Reserves Advisory Committee.

representation to Council on matters
concerning our green spaces and will
contribute to the long-term vision for our
local parks, open spaces and recreation
reserves.

This is a new advisory committee and one of
the key actions outlined in the 2018 Public
Space Plan.

The City’s open spaces are highly valued and
important facilities that cater to residents,
visitors, local groups and organisations
and the general health and wellbeing of the
community and this is an important advisory
committee for Council.

It’s a formal advisory committee of Council.
Membership will be for four years and it will
meet six times a year to provide an important
advisory and advocacy role for a diverse
range of matters related to open spaces.
Five community members who have a
strong interest, passion or experience in
Greater Bendigo’s Parks, Open Spaces and
Recreation Reserves are being sought.
The committee’s role is to provide the best
possible advice, guidance and strategic

Expressions of interest close on Friday
April 10, 2020. Shortlisted applicants will be
invited to attend an interview in late April and
May.
Terms of reference and expressions of
interest are available at www.bendigo.vic.
gov.au/psac or for email f.neele@bendigo.
vic.gov.au
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Kangaroo Flat & surrounds Community Plan

BANDMATES COMMENCES
IN GREATER BENDIGO

Photo Competition
Kangaroo Flat Community House invites you to submit digital
photo/s together with a caption (50 words or less) for one or both
of the following topics:
1. What Kangaroo Flat & surrounds means to YOU!
2. What would you like to see more of in Kangaroo Flat &
surrounds?
Photos need to be your own work, please email
projects@kangarooflatcommunitygroup.com with your photo/s and
a completed entry form.
There are 2 sections under 16 years and open age.
Great prizes!
COMPETITION OPENS: 1st April, 2020
CLOSES: 31st May, 2020

The City of Greater Bendigo in
partnership
with
VicHealth
has
commenced the popular Bandmates
Victoria initiative in Greater Bendigo.

Any questions, please contact:
Kerry Parry, Kangaroo Flat Community Group Inc.
Email: projects@kangarooflatcommunitygroup.com

During 2020 Bandmates Victoria
- Bendigo will match people with
disability or mental health issues aged
between 18 and 25, with a volunteer
who likes the same music, so they can
access venues and enjoy live music
together.
City of Greater Bendigo Community
Partnerships Manager Steven Abbott
said while Bandmates has been
operating in Melbourne for some time,
this is the first time the program has
been implemented locally.
“Often people with disability and or
mental health issues are unable to
attend live music or entertainment
events unless they are with parents or
support workers,” Mr Abbott said.
“Bandmates Victoria - Bendigo is all
about pairing up like-minded music
lovers to provide the support needed
to share great music experiences.
“Once a Bandmate and a Volunteer
have been paired up its up to them to
decide where they want to go and what
music they want to listen to.
“It’s a really great inclusive concept
that connects music enthusiasts. It
also works with local music venues
to ensure they are accessible and
inclusive for everyone.
“The program creates solid foundations
that facilitate social access, build
community connections and enhance
wellbeing through accessing popular
and independent arts and culture.
“The program also provides industry
development for local music venues
and staff to help them feel confident
and capable in understanding disability
and diversity in their workplace.”
Anyone who is interested in being
a Bandmate or a Volunteer should
contact the City’s Bandmates Project
Officer Faye Van Der Paal on 5434 6000.

Dear residents
rate payers,

and

Together
we
can
overcome
the
challenges that may
present
themselves
over
the
coming
months and together
we can all do our bit to
flatten the curve of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Whilst our day to day routines have changed,
what defines us as a community is our spirit
and our ability to rally together in times of need.
Together we can meet this challenge before us
today.

David Griffin

Franchise Owner

Clark Rubber Bendigo

We may find ourselves at home more often
and become more aware of our neighbours.
It is important that together we be kinder and
gentler towards each other.

6-32 Marong Road
Bendigo Vic 3550
Telephone: 03 5442 2844
Facsimile: 03 5442 2108
bendigo@clarkrubber.com.au
www.clarkrubber.com.au

Being connected is so important so I invite us
all to consider how we can help our neighbours.
Some things you may consider are:
• Picking up or dropping off shopping
• Chatting on the phone, email or via social
media or

ADVERTISEMENT

• Posting or picking up mail.
Small acts of kindness can be some of the most
important acts.
Equally if you need help, help is available.
Greater Bendigo Coronavirus (COVID-19)
updates and information can be found at:
bendigo.vic.gov.au/Greater-Bendigo-COVID19-updates
Thank you for following the health messages and
I would like to reinforce the importance of social
distancing, coughing or sneezing into your elbow
and hand hygiene. These messages are there
for a reason. They are there to protect us.
I wish you and your family, friends and loved
ones a safe and healthy future.
Stay safe,
Cr Matt Emond
Deputy Mayor
City of Greater Bendigo

Listening Post held in Castlemaine last
Friday of the Month 10am to 2pm.
Please phone for appointment.
8 Panton Street, Golden Square VIC 3555
P: 5444 4125
@mareeedwardsmp mareeedwardsmp

www.mareeedwards.com.au
Authorised by M Edwards, 8 Panton Street, Golden Square.
Funded from Parliamentary Budget

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
BENDIGO HEALTH SERVICES – CHANGES TO SERVICES
Bendigo Community Health Services will
introduce changes to service and program
delivery from Monday to ensure the safety of
staff and clients during the Coronavirus threat.
CEO Gerard Jose said BCHS would centralise
face-to-face service delivery from the Eaglehawk
site and close the Central and Kangaroo Flat
sites while the Coronavirus threat continued.
The Kangaroo Flat site will provide a
pharmacotherapy service as normal while
headspace Bendigo will have a limited service.
BCHS and headspace Bendigo staff will use
TeleHealth and VideoHealth for all non-faceto-face appointments to continue providing
essential health and wellbeing support to the
community.
"Like all primary health services, we are playing
a critical role in supporting our clients and the
wider community during the response to this
Coronavirus pandemic," Mr Jose said.

"Keeping our staff, their families and the wider
community safe is our primary goal and we
need to minimise the number of physical sites
we provide services from and work to provide
access remotely where possible. BCHS will
consolidate clinical services at Eaglehawk from
Monday and provide limited service operations
at our Kangaroo Flat and headspace Bendigo
sites.

needed to minimise the spread of Coronavirus.
As a community we must be vigilant and
keep the number of people moving around
our communities to a minimum and reinforce
infection control procedures," he said.

"We believe by having some sites closed,
we will be able to quickly re-open them as
alternative service points if we have to close
others due to any possible infection outbreaks.
This will provide continuity of service for as long
as possible."

"People across our communities are working
hard to support each other and we know that
many households will be impacted personally,
emotionally and financially over the coming
months. As a community we need to take care
of ourselves as this recovery will require many
current and new services into the future," he
said.

Mr Jose said BCHS staff had been amazing
and creative in planning to continue supporting
services to ensure people get the care they
need.
"Many of our staff will work remotely from
home as this is the most critical measure

Mr Jose said BCHS would play a critical role
and work with others during the community
recovery from the Coronavirus pandemic in the
future.

Mr Jose said people could see the full list of
BCHS service and program changes at www.
bchs.com.au or call 5406 1200 during business
hours.

PROBUS CLUB OF KANGAROO FLAT (MIXED) INC.
KANGAROO FLAT
COMMUNITY HOUSE
Now, as always, we encourage everyone
to take care of themselves and others. It is
the ideal time to work on all those projects
around your home, read a book or go for a
walk.
At this time, staying connected with others
is crucial for your own mental wellbeing
and health. Some ways to stay connected
are (taken from the Help Your Neighbour
Facebook Page):

Our March meeting was our AGM
when Mr. Max Blume went in as the
n e w President for 2020-2021. It was a very
busy morning for the now Immediate Past
President, Meredith Chilver who inducted
four new Friends of Probus and five new
members. A bus trip to the Begonia Festival
in Ballarat could not proceed because of
restrictions from the COVID -19 virus but the
picture below shows how beautiful it was.

Morning Melodies at the Bendigo Club with
morning tea, featuring the music of the
Seekers are the upcoming events. Please
check with us to see what is proceeding.

Coffee, Cake and Chat at the National Hotel
on Wednesday 22nd April at 9.30am and

Further information can be received from
Mrs. Bev. Blume. Phone 5443 1809.

The Probus Club of Kangaroo Flat meets
at the St. Mary’s Complex on the second
Wednesday of the month with the meeting
commencing at 9.45am

• Set up a phone tree
• Leave your number in your neighbour’s
mailbox, asking them if they need anything
• Contact friends and family to have a chat
• Virtual lunch or morning tea with colleagues
• Shop for a neighbour
• Share the produce from your veggie patch
https://www.facebook.com/
helpyourneighbour.centralvic
If you are finding things difficult during these
times please reach out to someone be it a
neighbour, friend, LifeLine or Beyond Blue.
The Kangaroo Flat Community House has
temporarily closed until further notice due to
the recent advice from the State Government
and the Department of Health & Human
Services. In the short-term all groups,
activities, programs and venue hire have
been postponed.
Keep an eye on our Facebook and Web
pages for further updates and for alternative
ways to stay connected with the Kangaroo
Flat Community House such as classes and
workshops via “Zoom”.
We can still be contacted via email: info@
kangarooflatcommunitygroup.com,
or
Facebook “Kangaroo Flat Community Group”
or our website: kangarooflatcommunitygroup.
com

Begonia Festival

MARONG ROAD IMPROVEMENTS PLANNING
The Bendigo community has shown a lot of
support throughout the development of our
improvements planning for Marong Road
between Ironbark and Maiden Gully.
We asked you to view concept proposals
online and in person during OctoberNovember 2019.
We received a phenomenal response with 460
completed online surveys and about 100
individual conversations at our community
drop-in session.
We’re pleased to release the engagement report
that summarises the feedback you gave.
You told us what you liked about our proposals
to improve safety and traffic flow for drivers,
cyclists and pedestrians as well as what could
be further improved.

What's next?
Our team is now carefully considering
this feedback and conducting technical
investigations.
Our proposed concepts are being refined
to meet road and safety standards and we
are continuing to meet with a variety of
stakeholders as we work through this process.
The information we’ve gathered will be used to
plan for Bendigo’s future.
View the Marong Road (Calder Highway)
improvements planning engagement report
online.
For more information
Email: NRengagement@roads.vic.gov.au

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters
KANGAROO FLAT RSL NEWS
On March 4 one of our esteemed Life Members Mr.
Ron McHardy passed at the age of 95. He had been a
President, Treasurer and Committee Member over the
time of being at Kangaroo Flat RSL.
The RSL Hall in Kangaroo Flat unfortunately has had
to install CCTV cameras due to quite a few acts of
vandalism and theft. It is very disappointing that we have
had to come to this. Damage to our security lights, water
theft of many thousand litres and we are totally sick of it.
At the time of writing there is a lot of discussion regarding
what will happen on Anzac Day due to the Coronavirus.
It is certainly looking like there will be no march and no
Commemorative Service. Certainly, at this stage we will
still be going ahead with the selling of Anzac Badges.
Lest We Forget

16 Phillips Dve, Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555
t 03 5447 7357
f
03 5447 8222
e garry@poppetheadestate.com.au
w www.poppetheadestate.com.au

Garry Phillips
m 0428 347 055
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REMOVALS

Em

ABN 55 990 196 279 Date

Wednesday 20th May

from 9:30am
at Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church

P.O. Box 77, Lockwood South,Name
Vic 3551
Pick up address
Lot 34 Wildcherry Road, Lockwood
South
Telephone/Fax 03 5435 3148 Mobile 0407 349 372
Email: stevenlacey5@bigpond.com
Local, InterstateStorage available
 Quotation
No job too big or smallNSW, QLD,Victoria and Melbourne
Packing materials available

 Miscellaneous Charges

 Storage
Pick up date
Storage Price

Weekly $
Monthly $

(cnr Church & Camp Streets)

Paid from date

to date
Amount Paid $

STORAGE TO BE PAID (4) FOUR WEEKS IN A
Customers signature:
Cash



Cheque



EFTPOS

Banking Details
Bendigo Bank
Stanyer’s Removals
BSB 633 000
A/C 121884316

TERMS & CONDITIONS READ REVERS
WHITE COPY: CUSTOMER

GREEN COPY: OF

Memberships for
2019/20 now available
Join now to enjoy
playing on your great
local golf course

Guest Speaker
Also displayed will be items made by the
Uniting Church Wednesday Craft Group

Everyone is welcome
Entry by donation (proceeds to Cancer Council Victoria)

Central Victoria’s Best Kept
Golfing Secret
For information - phone: 03 5435 3370
email:bpgc@bigpond.com | www.belvoirparkgc.com

VENUE FOR HIRE
ROTARY FUNCTION CENTRE

Gateway Park, High Street, Kangaroo Flat

We want your articles! If you have an up coming
event or community related news, please email us a
short article and photo!

• Seating up to 100 people
• Commercial kitchen, bar available
• Parties, Weddings, Training
Groups

Contact: flatmtrs@kfce.com.au
Email your pictures and articles to:
flatmtrs@kfce.com.au by the 14th of the month for
the following months publication

www.rotaryclubofkangarooflat.org for details
Venue also available for community groups
Ph: 0407 496 091.

Venue for hire at RSL STATION ST, KANGAROO FLAT
• Robust kitchen, disabled amenities available
• Seating for up to 80 people. • Available to Community Groups and Clubs.
Contact President. Phone: 5447 8312.

SUCCESS AT THE CENTRAL VICTORIAN SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Central Victorian Swimming Championships were held recently on the
23rd of February and the success was abundant, with winners in a range of
categories.
Results
NAME

POINTS

1st

2nd

Tyson Jelbart

135.00

Brooke Thompson-Hall

121.00

3

Cody Bird

94.00

2

2

Jett Bird

90.00

1

1

Elliot Bird

58.00

Ashton Thompson-Hall

Cody Bird - 1st 100 Fly, 1st 100 Back, 2nd 100 Brst, 2nd 100 Free
Jett Bird - 1st 100 Fly, 3rd 200 IM, 2nd 100 Brst, 3rd 100 Free
Brooke Thompson Hall - 1st 100 Fly, 3rd 100 Fly (Open), 1st 100 Brst, 1st 100
Free

3rd

Age/Yr

1

22

Paige Martin - 3rd 100 Brst

1

15

14/u Boys Medley - 1st District Record (K.U, Jett Bird, Ashton Thompson-Hall,
Cody Bird)

12

Elliot Bird - 3rd 50 Brst

2

13

14/u Boys Free - 1st (Ashton Thompson-Hall, Cody Bird, Jett Bird, Aiden
Thompson-Hall)

1

10

13/u Mixed - 2nd (Jett Bird, Ashton Thompson-Hall, B.U, Bella Quinn)

54.00

13

Isabella Quinn

52.00

10

Coach Jared O’Hanlon said he was delighted with the results. “Brooke
Thompson-Hall was exceptional breaking the district record in the 100m
Freestyle.

B.U

39.00

13

Paige Martin

37.00

Tessa Maple Worley

26.00

1

12
10

“We also had medal winning relays with the 14/u Boys Medley, which was a
district record, the Mixed 13/u Freestyle won a second place and the 14/u
Boys Freestyle came first. We finished third overall and this was a great effort
all round, well done to the entire team.”

Want to receive Flat Matters by Email each month? Subscribe today at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au

