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It’s been two years since the grand
opening of the region’s biggest
building project, the Gurri Wanyarra
Wellbeing Centre was officially
opened.
The complex which was
built at a cost of more
than $32 million, had over
410,000 attendances in its
first year of operation.
Now the centrepiece for the
Kangaroo Flat community,
the pool project was more
than ten years in the making
when a group of interested
residents and local school
students got together to have their
say about what infrastructure was
most needed here in Kangaroo Flat.
The resounding move for a new
aquatic facility to replace the very
tired Dower Park pool then became
the key component of the Kangaroo
Flat Community Plan which was
endorsed

by the City of Greater Bendigo back
in 2009.
The Aquatic project was to become
the biggest ever undertaken by the
City of Greater Bendigo
and from the outset needed
not only local government
support but also huge
financial
backing
from
the Federal and State
Governments of the time.
Local politician Damian
Drum was the key player
to put the project in the
spotlight when he was the
Sports Minister for the then
State Government with $15 million to
start the money rolling.
Then came local Senator Michael
Ronaldson who got Federal money
and with council support we were on
the road to making a dream become
a reality.
The Kangaroo Flat Community
Enterprise led the local fundraising
drive with a donation of $100,000 and
this led to a series of further donations
from local business, schools, service
clubs in the Kangaroo Flat region.

KANGAROO FLAT LIBRARY
WELCOMES YOU BACK
Community members who love
their local library will be thrilled
by the recent State Government
announcement that libraries can
re-open for up to 20 people at a
time. As a result, Kangaroo Flat
Library has opened its doors to
visitors for the first time since the
beginning of August.

“While we don’t have time limits in
place, with only 20 people allowed
in our spaces at one time, we do
ask that you try and keep your visit
brief. We expect there will be quite
a few people wanting to access
our spaces, and we want to allow
as many people through the doors
as possible”.

“We’re so excited to be able to
welcome everyone back.” says
Goldfields Libraries CEO Mark
Hands. "Having moved into the
brand-new space at 23 Lockwood
Road in the first week of July,
it was disheartening to have to
close for the second Lockdown a
month later.”

Visitors will also need to wear a
fitted mask, present a library card
or photo ID with an address, and
sanitise hands when arriving at the
library.

Visitors will be able to browse,
borrow and reserve books,
magazines, DVDs and music; use
the public computers and free
Wi-Fi, and access the printers/
photocopiers.

More
information
will
be
announced soon, but we can tell
you that there will be:

“We are committed to reintroducing our services as safely
as we can, so we do need to take
a few precautions to protect the
community and our staff, and we
ask that library users follow a few
important conditions.” said Mr
Hands.

• T
he launch of our bespoke
artwork created by young
local indigenous artist, Daikota
Nelson

“We’re also looking forward to
celebrating our new Kangaroo Flat
Library with you as soon as we
can!” said Mr Hands.

• T
ours of our fabulous new
spaces

• A
 n invitation to contribute to our
grand Atrium Project
We’re so excited, and we can’t wait
to celebrate with you very soon!

Biggest donation from the business
sector came from the Hazeldene
family with $300,000.
Today the Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing
Centre is managed by Belgravia
Leisure and is regarded as one of the
finest aquatic facilities in Regional
Australia.

Photo: Chloe, Xavier and Clara Hickey during ‘Reserve and Collect’ at
Kangaroo Flat Library in September.
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CHANGING FORTUNES FOR LOCAL INDUSTRY
and other live time mediums.
In fact, we did an installation of a large loading
dock turntable in New York in June this year,
without leaving Australia.
We were able to engage subcontractors in New
York and walk them through every part of the
install,’’live’’.
The biggest impact has been projects being
delayed, both in Australia and overseas. That
impacted obviously on cash flow, but by talking
to customers and suppliers directly and quickly
we all found a way to overcome any issues. The
next very welcome challenge will be catching up
on all the delayed jobs at the same time.
The future is super positive for Australian
Turntables as it is for all Australian Manufacturing.
I believe Australia and Bendigo, in particular, is
on the cusp of enormous activity.
We can be realistically optimistic with the
opportunities presenting our manufacturing and
education and health sectors.
By Paul Chapman
Executive Chairman - Australian Turntables
Covid 19 has had an impact on Australian
Turntables throughout the year, but I'm happy
to say, with our great staff, we've been able to
endure the disruption without too much pain.
We haven't lost any employees.
Our office staff staggered working days to
reduce the people in the office at any one

time, whilst the factory lads ensured proper
distancing within their workstations. Everything
ran smoothly and confirmed what's possible
when we have to.

Manufacturers need new skills as well as old,
and kids at school will see amazing potential
in workplaces.

Necessity is the Mother of Invention and it
proved correct once again.

We want our kids to understand that a
manufacturing enterprise consists of skills in
reception, accounting, design, IT, creative,
sales, technical, engineering, logistics, HR and
more as well as all the trade skills.

A real positive coming out of the Covid 19
challenge for us, was that we found a way to
manage installations remotely by using Zoom

The impending gold rush, along with real estate
interest will only further create jobs, and that is a
plus for all of the town, and our region's traders.

CASH FOR CANS PROPOSAL
A recycling model that could see Victorians recoup 10 cents for every
can swapped at vending machines, drive through depots, in shops
and pop up collection points could be rolled out as early as 2023.
The state government preferred model will see responsibility for the
operation and governance of the Container Deposit Scheme split, in
a move it says will increase transparency.
The proposal would also see a co-ordinator managing the operation
of the scheme in conjunction with the beverage industry.
The scheme could also offer a cash boost to community groups,
charities and sporting clubs who opt to operate refund collection
points.
Victoria is the only state or territory without a container deposit
scheme but both the government and the state opposition have
committed to introducing one.

8

For more information and to have your say about the cash for cans
scheme go to engage.vic.gov.au/container-deposit-scheme
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SUPPORTING OUR REGION
Since its inception the Kangaroo Flat Community
Enterprise has donated over $300,000 to various
local non-profit community groups.
This month the Enterprise was delighted to
support the Marong Cricket Club and Bendigo
Blue Light Youth Club with community grants to
aid local initiatives and programs.
Marong Cricket Club

Photo: KFCE Executive Lilly Mizsewski presents
a community grant cheque to Marong Cricket
Club President Janine Cornish.
The Marong Cricket Club is growing and
currently has four senior teams, three junior
teams and a Woolworth Blast program for
players too young for competition cricket. They
pride themselves on being family-friendly and
fully inclusive cricket club.
Over the past 12 months the club has developed

new branding which will be included on uniforms
for their 90 members from under 11 to senior,
male and female. After their presentation night
in March 2020 was cancelled due to Covid-19
a large hole was left in their budget, restricting
them from being able to provide the new
uniforms to players without increasing the cost.
Committee member Duane Anderson said
thanks to a $2,000 grant from KFCE all players
will now receive a playing shirt to ensure they
are playing cricket whilst being sun smart and
looking good with the new brand.
“We are grateful for the support the Kangaroo
Flat Community Enterprise have provided us
and the surrounding community, now and over
the years to support our development.”
Bendigo Blue Light Youth Club
The impacts of COVID-19 have been significant
and our local young people in Bendigo have not
been spared.
The Bendigo Blue Light Youth Club and gym
was closed in March in line with the government
restrictions. Prior to closure, they had 60 young
members signed up to the club, some with disadvantaged backgrounds, mental health issues
or had been in trouble with police or been a
victim of crime.
Faced with the challenge to come up with
strategies to entice the young people back to
the youth club and gym, they reviewed their
processes to develop new and innovative ideas.
With funding from the Kangaroo Flat Community
Enterprise, they have been able to help parents

NEW SUNDAY MORNING

BEGINNER’S BAREFOOT BOWLS
November 29th, December 6th
and December 13th
Delayed due to the COVID-19 restrictions
10.30am roll-up for 11am game

* Covid-19 safe practices as per Bowls Vic Covid-19 rules
(masks required)

☛ Club bowls available
☛ Sausage sizzle from noon
☛ Great prizes
☛ Single entries

☛ Cost $5 per entry
☛ Flat soled shoes
☛ Drinks available
☛ Format - Drawn Triples

ENJOY THE CLUB’S
GREAT OUTDOOR FACILITIES
CT
CONTA IES
R
T
N
FOR E

of their young members by paying for their
children’s memberships during the final term of
school.
President Bendigo Blue Light John Dalton said
that the grant funding was significant in terms of
helping them to raise these funds.
“We are delighted to be able to raise the funds
through the Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise
to support memberships. The benefits are widereaching.”
“Thank you and we look forward to working
towards what should be an exciting 2021.”

KFBC
5447 7300
David Allison 0490 332 431

FEBRUARY BAREFOOT BOWLS
Dates: Wednesday Feb 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th
More details at a later date

Need a helping hand
to get that community
project off the ground?
The Kangaroo Flat
Community Enterprise
is delighted to support
the ongoing development
of community groups and
programs. For details
about our grants program
visit www.kfce.com.au

creatives!
EXPRESSION
OF INTEREST
The City of Greater
Bendigo has
launched a new
Creative Recovery
Activation Fund and is
calling for innovative
ideas from local
creative businesses
and artists to activate
public spaces.
Businesses and
individuals are invited
to submit an expression
of interest application
outlining how their idea
will activate public spaces.
Grants of up to $3,000 will
be available.

This is an opportunity for
the local arts and creative
industry to maintain and grow its skills,
while supporting Greater Bendigo’s
many talented creatives who have been
unable to work due to cancelled events
and the closure of venues.
Projects could include visual and
performing arts, pop-up concerts,
digital and screen-based media, light
projections, writing and publishing
or poetry readings, broadcasting,
temporary art installations, textiles
or fashion, provided the idea is
inclusive, supports economic
recovery and can be delivered in
line with COVID-19 restrictions.
Applications close Friday
November 27 and projects
must be delivered between
December 2020 and June
2021.

For more information and to apply, visit
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/lylcreatives
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FUTURE PLANNING FOR MAIDEN GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Member for Bendigo West, Maree Edwards MP
says Maiden Gully Primary School is one of 33
further schools given the green light to start
planning for upgrades and new builds under the
Infrastructure Planning and Acceleration Fund.

Maiden Gully Primary School will
receive $510,000
to plan for an upgrade of the
school.
The Victorian School Building Authority will
work with school communities and provide
principals and school leaders with ‘Bricks &
Mortar’ training, which covers the process
schools should follow to successfully manage
their project.
Developing detailed designs now will mean
these projects will be shovel-ready once capital

funding is allocated in a future State Budget.
The Victorian Government is investing an
unprecedented $7.2 billion in Victorian school
infrastructure, which is delivering more than
1,460 school upgrades and 100 new schools by
2026 – ensuring every child can access a great
local school where they can achieve their best.
"I’m thrilled for the Maiden Gully Primary School
community and thank them for their advocacy
for this important project. I also want to thank
the broader Maiden Gully community and the
Maiden Gully Progress Association who have
also been strongly supportive of upgrades to
this school. Maiden Gully is one of the largest
growth areas in Bendigo and now is the time
to build infrastructure to meet that growing
demand. This planning funding will allow the
school community to get on with determining

what a school upgrade will look like. There is
an obvious need for more permanent buildings
and upgrades to the outdoor areas.”
The published document on the City of Greater
Bendigo web site titled: “Maiden Gully Precinct
Structure Plan’ Page 34 shows a map of a
“Possible Town Centre Structure” with no
McNamara Road! This will extend the wedge of
land behind the caravan park to the boundary
Western fence of the adjoining property and
allow for a centralised community garden.
The area marked on the map that is the current
location of McNamara Drive has been shown as
open space. This a prime site for a centralised
Community Hub one end and a community
garden the other. The Community Garden could
use the current toilet facilities opposite the
Caravan Park.

NEW COUNCIL ELECTED
The City of Greater Bendigo will have
several new faces around the council
table following the October Election.
In a major shakeup for council three former
councillors failed to secure enough votes to
return for a second term including George
Flack, Susie Hawke and Malcolm Pethybridge,
whilst Matt Emond and James Williams did not
contest the election.

Voters had the opportunity to choose several
new faces from a big field of candidates after
nominations closed on 22nd September.
Postal Voting took place in October with the
Victorian Electoral Commission sending out
ballot papers.
All went smoothly except for a couple of minor
hiccups including the missing photograph of
one candidate and It was also revealed that

ballot papers went to one resident who had not
lived at the designated residence for a decade.
Former Mayor, Margaret O’Rourke topped the
poll in Eppalock ward and will be joined by new
faces in Greg Penna and Matt Evans.
Meantime, the Whipstick Ward will be
represented by Andrea Metcalfe for a second
term and new faces at the council table will be
David Fagg and Julie Sloan.

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters
MARONG PRIMARY UPGRADE
Students in Marong will soon have access to the first-rate classrooms and facilities they deserve,
with work under way upgrading Marong Primary School.
Member for Bendigo West, Maree Edwards MP, turned the first sod to start construction on the
school’s $6.4 million upgrade, which will help it deliver a 21st century education.
Fairbrother Pty Ltd has been appointed to build the upgrade, which will include the construction of
a new Performing arts centre, extension to the existing BER building and a new afterhours school
care facility with associated landscaped and outdoor learning areas.

16 Phillips Dve, Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555
t 03 5447 7357
f
03 5447 8222
e garry@poppetheadestate.com.au
w www.poppetheadestate.com.au

Garry Phillips
m 0428 347 055

Under the Andrews Labor Government’s school building boom, a total of 100 new schools will
open by 2026, ensuring every child has a great local school and a great start in life.
The Andrews Labor Government has invested $7.2 billion to deliver more than 1,460 school
upgrades, supporting over 7,500 construction jobs for Victorians.
The Labor Government is building the Education State so that every student can access a great
local school and get a quality education.
“These local upgrades are part of the school building boom that is happening right across
Victoria. Upgrading Marong Primary School will give local students access to great classrooms
and facilities.’’
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ABN 55 990 196 279 Date

P.O. Box 77, Lockwood South,Name
Vic 3551
Pick up address
Lot 34 Wildcherry Road, Lockwood
South
Telephone/Fax 03 5435 3148 Mobile 0407 349 372
Email: stevenlacey5@bigpond.com
Local, InterstateStorage available
 Quotation
No job too big or smallNSW, QLD,Victoria and Melbourne
Packing materials available

 Miscellaneous Charges

 Storage
Pick up date
Storage Price

Weekly $
Monthly $

Paid from date

to date
Amount Paid $

STORAGE TO BE PAID (4) FOUR WEEKS IN A
Customers signature:
Cash



Cheque



EFTPOS

Banking Details
Bendigo Bank
Stanyer’s Removals
BSB 633 000
A/C 121884316
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Memberships for
2020/21 now available
Join now to enjoy
playing on your great
local golf course

LOCKWARD WARD RESULT
Experienced campaigner Rod Fyffe topped the poll
with 7,078 first preference votes to retain his seat easily.

Central Victoria’s Best Kept
Golfing Secret
For information - phone: 03 5435 3370
email:bpgc@bigpond.com | www.belvoirparkgc.com

Jennifer Alden was re-elected after polling 4,477 votes.
The new face to represent our region will be Vaughan
Williams who polled 2,857.
Vaughan Williams is a Golden Square resident
and local businessman who campaigned strongly
throughout Lockwood Ward to build a sustainable
future with positive forward planning.
His campaign centred around standing for
transparency, accountability and he supports a
positive new council.

Looking to get
back into work?
Call Sophie on 0428 043 939
to discuss how we can help you.
*

*Subject to eligibility
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HOSPITALITY BUSINESSES TO EXPAND OUTDOOR DINING
Being able to dine outside will be a key ingredient
to economic recovery for hospitality businesses,
so the City of Greater Bendigo is calling on
business owners to arrange a time to discuss how
to start or expand their outdoor dining offer.
Under the Third Step of the Victorian Government’s
roadmap to reopening, hospitality business will
be required to mainly serve patrons outside with
group limits of 10 people and other physical
distancing requirements.
To support this, outdoor dining areas may be able
to expand along the footpath or in some instances
businesses may be able to make temporary use of
adjacent car parks or even partial road closures,
particularly if a group of neighbouring hospitality
businesses come together to make use of this
option.
City Director Strategy and Growth Bernie
O’Sullivan said a team of staff is ready to meet
with business owners to help them assess their
outdoor dining options and fast track plans.
“We want to help businesses as quickly as
possible prepare for the long-awaited reopening
that we hope is not too far away,” Mr O’Sullivan
said.
“The first step will be for businesses to call our
Business Help Desk and then a staff member will
meet with them to discuss various options, as it
will be different for each site. Even if they have
never had outdoor dining before, we want to work
quickly to help remove red tape.
“We encourage businesses to think creatively
about how they would like to use outdoor spaces,
there are some great examples where ‘parklets’
(dining spaces in car parks) have been beautifully
decorated and really add to the appeal of eating
out.
“There will be no restrictions on parklet designs,
but they will need to be safe for patrons dining-in
and also for pedestrian and vehicle traffic moving

ROLL OUT BARRIERS
SUPPORT OUTDOOR
DINING
The City of Greater Bendigo has closed
half of Bull Street, between Pall Mall and
Hargreaves Street, from Wednesday October
14 to support hospitality venues in the street
to expand their outdoor dining offer.
Motorists will still be able to access Bull
Street from Hargreaves Street and the
closure is expected to be in place until June
30, 2021 but may be reviewed earlier, subject
to COVID-19 restrictions.
Concrete barriers have been installed across
the city centre in View Street, Mackenzie
Street, Hargreaves Street, Edwards Street
and King Street.
Discussions with hospitality traders across
Greater Bendigo to talk about their options
have been positive. For some, they have
made the most of the footpath, others have
elected to use a few car parking spaces and
some have decided they are happy to keep
operating with the space they have.
Where businesses have expanded into car
parks, City staff are supporting them to

past, and be accessible for emergency services.
“Our aim is to make this process as simple
and seamless for businesses as possible, we
want to see all our hospitality venues, bakeries,
cafes, restaurants, pubs and bars across Greater
Bendigo have the opportunity to welcome as
many customers as safely as possible.
“If a business has a liquor licence, this will need
to be extended to accommodate additional
outdoor dining and we are working closely
with the Victorian Government to ensure these
applications can be processed quickly through
the Victorian Commission for Gambling and
Liquor Regulation (VCGLR).
“This is an exciting opportunity for businesses to
be innovative and show our city, suburbs and small
towns off in a new light and create something new
and unique.”
investigate installing temporary, adjustable
platforms and ramps, so these spaces are
accessible and comfortable.
The City has received a $500,000 Victorian
Government grant to support improving
public infrastructure for the purpose of
expanding outdoor dining and activating
public spaces.
Hospitality businesses can also apply for
a $5,000 grant from Business Victoria to

There will be no cost to commence or expand
outdoor dining, as the City has waived all outdoor
dining fees as part of the 2020/2021 Budget.
There will also be no planning permit application
fees associated with permits for liquor licence
extensions within outdoor dining areas.
This opportunity will be temporary and approvals
will be in place until June 30, 2021. City staff will
continue to monitor if these approvals need to be
extended or other arrangements put in place.
Hospitality businesses interested in discussing
various outdoor dining options can contact the
City’s Business Help Desk by emailing bhd@
bendigo.vic.gov.au or phoning 5434 6000 and
our staff will arrange a time to meet. For more
information and frequently asked questions, visit
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Services/Business/
outdoor-dining-for-business
support the purchase of outdoor furniture,
such as additional tables and chairs and
umbrellas.
If a hospitality business is yet to get in
contact with the City but would like to discuss
opportunities for outdoor dining, they are
encouraged to call 5434 6000 or email the
Business Help Desk on bhd@bendigo.vic.gov.au
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KANGAROO FLAT COMMUNITY HOUSE
KANGAROO FLAT & SURROUNDS COMMUNITY
PLAN 2021 & BEYOND!
With the region getting back to work, the
development of the new Kangaroo Flat &
surrounds Community Plan can accelerate. We
are pleased to continue working with a number
of interested organisations, City of Greater
Bendigo councillors and individuals to develop
the Kangaroo Flat & surrounds Community
Plan 2021-2026. The previous Kangaroo Flat
Community Plan was developed in 2009 with a
focus on continuing to make Kangaroo Flat into
a fantastic place to live, work and play.
As part of this work there has already been the
establishment of a Working Group, a community
survey, listening posts and a Leadership Think
Tank. COVID-19 has made it difficult for
consultation meetings to be held face-to-face
(a number of people previously involved in
the Plan development have had their working
arrangements changed).

WHAT ARE NEIGHBOURHOOD
HOUSES? PART 5
Neighbourhood Houses are guided by the
following sector principles, which we are
exploring each month:
Community
Ownership;
Community
participation; Empowerment; Access and
equity; Lifelong learning; Inclusion; Networking;
Advocacy; Self-help; and Social action.
This month, we’re looking at Networking and
Advocacy.
Networking: To link, form alliances, collaborate
and work with individuals, groups, other
agencies, government and business.
At Kangaroo Flat Community House we
recognise the strength in partnerships and
working together with our local community

We are keen to hear from anyone who is
interested in being a part of the new Plan’s
development – please contact us via the details
at the end of this article. Over the next few
months there will be a variety of opportunities
to get involved and have your say. Keep an eye
on our Facebook page, website, Flat Matters,
Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise Facebook
page and for signs around town.
To give you a sneak peak of the draft Key
Themes for the Community Plan which were
identified earlier this year, they are (in no
particular order – all are of equal importance):
1. C
 onnected Community - Community
Events & Spaces
Goal - creating a connected community
with a sense of pride

2. A
 ctive Community - Out & About
Goal – improving access & connection
3. Healthy Community - Health & Wellbeing
Services
Goal – create the conditions for a healthy
& connected community
4. Sustainable Community
Goal – Increase/improve green spaces
Goal – Improve sustainability
Goal – Improve food reliability
5. Learning Community - Education,
Employment & Training
Goal – lifelong learning
6. Business Community - A Thriving
Business Sector
Goal – a connected, busy engaged
community

members. This year has been one like no other
but the value of staying connected (through
phone calls, text messages, emails, online
video-conferencing, our Facebook page and
website and, where possible, COVID-safe faceto-face meetings) cannot be underestimated.
We are grateful for the monthly editions of Flat
Matters as another form of staying in touch with
our community and being able to read about
great things happening in our area.

to KFCH has some limits, we are grateful for
the ability to use other forms of communication
– phone, email, messaging, Zoom (online)
and even “snail” mail. We encourage people
to let us know if we can help in any way to
assist in ensuring fair and equitable access for
our community to meaningful opportunities,
programs, activities and services.

Advocacy: To act with and on behalf of
community members to endeavour that their
individual or group needs are met.

Kangaroo Flat Community House
21 Woolcock Ave, Kangaroo Flat
0490 023 687
Email: coordinatorkfch@bigpond .com

We are keen to hear from community members
who are wanting to raise specific issues requiring
advocacy and/or assistance.
Although we are all navigating various restrictions
during the pandemic, meaning physical access

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
kangarooflatcommunityhouse/
Website:
www.kangarooflatcommunitygroup.com

Proudly Distributed by Kangaroo Flat Post Office, IGA Maiden Gully, The Cabbage Patch, Lansell Square Shopping
Centre, Kangaroo Flat Sports Club, IGA Kangaroo Flat, Lansell Square Post Office, Kangaroo Flat Library
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nail deformity, previous injury and ill-fitting
footwear can contribute to this condition.
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INGROWN TOE NAIL
An extremely common condition which
affects infants all the way up to older adults.
What is it?
Ingrown toe nails (IGTN) are where the
corner of the nail grows into and irritates the
surrounding skin/tissue fold (sulcus). This
condition is often extremely painful and can
cause inflammation, swelling, discharge and
sometimes infection.
What causes them?
There is no one cause of IGTNs. A range
of factors such as incorrect nail cutting
technique, fungal nail infections, nail trauma,

HERE TO HELP
If you are unwell
with COVID-19
or awaiting a test
result, you need to
stay home.

LEO TREBLE
B.Bus (Acc) Dip FP
5 Camp St
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

T:
F:

03 5447 7500
03 5447 1922

PO Box 1333
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

E:

admin@
trebleaccountants.com.au

To support you to
self-isolate, the
City’s helpline can
provide:
• A
 ccess to
food and other
essential supplies
• F
 inancial
assistance
• C
 ounselling and
mental health
support

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

• E
 mergency
housing support
Phone: 5434 6237,
seven days a week,
8.30am – 5pm
Email:
covid19relief@
bendigo.vic.gov.au

How are IGTNs treated?
If you are having trouble with an IGTN, please
book an appointment with a Podiatrist. We
use sterile clippers and other instruments to
remove the irritating piece of nail. Attempting
this at home has the potential to cause
infection and may even create a second nail
spike in the already inflamed area.
A podiatrist is trained to treat an IGTN in a
number of ways. If it is a minor IGTN we are
able to remove the nail spike with or without
a local anaesthetic on the day. For major
or reoccurring IGTNs a procedure called a
partial nail avulsion may be recommended.
This procedure is completed under local
anaesthetic at the clinic and will take
approximately 30 minutes to complete. You
are able to walk out of the clinic on the day as
recovery doesn’t require non-weight bearing
and you may only require 2-3 days off work.
A partial nail avulsion involves numbing the toe
with local anaesthetic and using a tourniquet
to restrict blood to the toe while we remove
a small area of nail (approx. 2-3mm) from the
affected side. We then use a chemical called
Phenol to cauterise the nail matrix (nail root)
which prevents regrowth of the section we
have removed. Usually there is minimal or
no pain post procedure (dependant on the
severity of the IGTN).
If you or someone you know is suffering from
an IGTN contact Podiatry at n8 Health, 505
High Street, Golden Square.
By Caitlyn Bowe

16 DAYS OF
ACTIVISM
CALENDAR OF
EVENTS AND
ACTIVITIES
LAUNCHED
Greater Bendigo Against Family
Violence Committee has released
a calendar of events and activities
for the community to get involved
in the 16 Days of Activism
from November 25 through to
December 10.
The 16 Days of Activism is
an international campaign to
eliminate gender-based violence.
The calendar of events provides
a range of opportunities for the
community to get involved in a
range of local initiatives and show
their support. There are a range
of online webinars, information
sessions and community groups
showcasing their support across
the 16 Days including a floral display
in the Conservatory Gardens.
The 16 Days of Activism provides
an opportunity to hear of the good
work already being done and for
members of the community to

demonstrate their support,” Ms
Singe said.
“The Committee is always seeking
new ways to raise awareness
around family violence and to
support moves towards gender
equity. This year is no exception
however with restrictions in place
we have planned a COVID safe
way for the community to get
involved in a meaningful way.
“We want to see our community
participating and encourage them
to share images of themselves
getting involved to the Greater
Bendigo Against Family Violence
Facebook page. It could be an
image of you wearing orange,
taking one of the orange flowers
that the Yarn Bombers have
created or participating in the
daily quiz question.
Greater Bendigo Against Family
Violence committee aligns with the
Victoria Against Violence Program.
If you or someone you know is
experiencing violence, call 1800
RESPECT on 1800 737 732 for
advice or support.
View the full calendar of events at
w w w. b e n d i g o . v i c . g o v . a u /
Services/Community-and-Care/
Gender-Equity
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CWA KANGAROO
FLAT BRANCH
The Kangaroo Flat CWA invite local
women to join our branch for fun,
friendship and community service.
Each year CWA have a café at the Royal
Melbourne Show. With the Show being cancelled
this year we would like to share our famous recipe
so everyone can enjoy them.
CWA SCONES
4 cups S.R. Flour
300 ml cream
300 ml milk
1 tsp sugar
pinch of salt
Add cream and milk to the dry ingredients and
mix to a soft dough.
Place on a lightly floured board and pat it out to a
thickness of about 2.5 cm.
Cut with a floured scone cutter.
Bake at 200 degrees C for 12-15 minutes.

CWA SEGMENT ON PHOENIX FM106.7
On the second Wednesday of each month, tune
into Phoenix FM after the 10am news and listen
to Greta Balsillie, President of the Kangaroo
Flat Branch discussing the CWA and what the
members are doing in the community.
SHARING GREAT IDEAS
The Country Women's Association of Victoria
Inc. CWA Facebook page shares great ideas
each week for craft, gardening, cooking as well
as ideas to keep the children busy. Everyone is
welcome to have a look at the great ideas and
share them.

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

Members are continuing to make ‘cuddle bears’
and knee rugs which are an ongoing craft activity.
Masks are also being made at present.
For information please contact Marilyn on
0404 334 855.
For more information
Kangaroo Flat Branch enquiries phone Greta on
5443 4803. For updates about meetings and
functions visit CWAbendigonortherngroup on
Facebook.

226 High St Kangaroo Flat
5445 7400

VARIATIONS:
Cheese – add ¼ teaspoon mustard and 65g
grated cheese
Fruit – add ½ cup dried fruit, e.g. dates,
currants, sultanas
Wholemeal – replace 1 cup SR flour with
wholemeal SR flour.
Hint: 1 tablespoon cornflour added to each cup
SR Flour makes scones lighter.
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Church Corner
KANGAROO FLAT WEEKEND
CHURCH SERVICES
UNITING CHURCH
Church & Camp Streets, Sunday 9:30am –
Minister 0448 591 421
ST. MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat,
9am Traditional and 11am Family Service
5447 7427 (Maiden Gully - Sunday 4pm)
ST. MONICA’S ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Station Street and High St, Kangaroo Flat
Saturdays at 6pm and Sundays at 9am.
Phone 5443 4400

BAPTIST CHURCH
Church Street, Sundays 10am, and the Karen
language service each Sunday at 2pm
SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
Y’S Mens Hall, 8 Lockwood Rd Kangaroo
Flat. Worship Sunday 10am.
Phone: 5441 3527 or 0413 682 999
COMMON GROUND CHURCH
Maiden Gully Community Hall, Calder Hwy,
Maiden Gully.
Sundays at 10 am. Phone 0423 700 770
ENJOY CHURCH
10 Phillips Dr, Kangaroo Flat, Sunday
10am - Ps Martin 0403 266 008
Kangaroo Flat weekend

* BEFORE ATTENDING, PLEASE CHECK DETAILS WITH YOUR CHURCH.

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
It’s great news that our church has recommenced with an ability
to hold 20 people.
Join us next Sunday at 10 am in the YMCA hall opposite Aldi. All
are welcome to come and pray and be healed in Jesus name.
Our newsletters and sermons each are being sent out via email
each week. If you would like to receive them, please contact me.
God bless Victoria and send healing to us all in this time of fear
created through the virus.
If you would like any or need prayer, please contact me on
0413 682 999. Ps Peter Pritchard

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
Friday March 5, 1954 a momentous day for
the city of Bendigo.
On a train at 4:05pm, the Queen arrived in
Bendigo.
Many questions have been asked like “Do
you remember the day the Queen visited
us?”
My calculation is that if you are a
Bendigonian and under 70 years of age you
will not have these memories.
This article, written on a cold and wet day in
June 2016, will record not what was written
at the time but personal memories that are
mine of that day so long ago.
In another time of 1954 services as we know
them today were not available so ingenuity
to make this a memorable day abounded
everywhere.
The total distance of the Royal Procession
was lined with soldiers but where did they
all come from?
National Service training for all 18-year olds
had been in force since August 1951 and
with a 3 year span to complete left so many
still in the services, these were utilised.
I recently wrote an article on the O’Keefe Rail
trail and as at the time it was a viable railway
line. On this, hundreds if not thousands of
National Service men were transferred to
Bendigo for the event. This plus so many
of us attached to the 38th Battalion here in
Bendigo made up the numbers.
At this time, I was Sgt. in charge of the
Wireless Section Signals Platoon at 38th
Battalion Headquarters Mollison Street
Bendigo under Capt. Russell Emond.
One of the organizers main worries was
with the huge crowds and the possibility
of a Bendigo hot day as often happens in
early March there could be many medical
emergencies.

Bendigo was not at that time endowed with
the ambulance services we have today, so
units were drafted in from nearby towns.
These were strategically placed around the
route.
Two-way radio was not available to public
utilities or emergency vehicles at this time
so we the Army Signals were drafted to this
role.
I was placed in charge of this operation and
my team were dispatched around the city
one soldier with each ambulance delivered
by Jeep.
Each soldier had a 56lb (25kg) radio
strapped to their back and if lucky we had a
range of 5miles (8 Kms).
As the Base Station in charge I was situated
on the roof of the Bendigo Base Hospital.
Also situated there was an announcer for
the ABC.
As the time approached for the Queens
arrival, I was advised by the ABC that I
could not transmit when they were on air
reporting on the Queens cavalcade as it
wound up and down the Hospital driveway.
I appointed my second in charge to take
command, closed my radio and joined
the Nurses and Patients in the driveway
to welcome the Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh.
See the photograph of staff and patients at
the door of the hospital on that day.
I stood to attention and saluted whilst all
others cheered and waved.
March 5, 1954 was a beautiful sunny
day with a mild southerly breeze, no one
collapsed, our services were not required
but we were there!
©Tom Luke June 2016.

Photographs courtesy Bendigo Advertiser.
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GYMS AND FITNESS GROUP
OPERATORS GO OUTDOORS

Manager Active and Healthy Lifestyles Lincoln Fitzgerald said an
online booking form was available to make it as easy as possible for
businesses to book ahead.
“Our aim is to ensure we can support fitness businesses affected by
COVID-19 to properly plan for where they would like to hold classes,
so as when they arrive at a location there is plenty of room for them,”
Mr Fitzgerald said.
“We encourage businesses to reach out to us to discuss the type of
space they need, so somewhere suitable can be assigned.
“With permission from the operator, we will also add their details and
location of training onto the City’s website so that the community and
other operators can see who is training where.
“Our focus is on ensuring our public spaces are accessible for
everyone. We don’t want to see popular recreation areas like
Rosalind Park, Lake Weeroona, Kennington Reservoir and Lake
Neangar overwhelmed with fitness groups, making it difficult for
wider community use.

Under the Third Step of the Victorian Government’s roadmap to recovery,
people can now gather together outside in groups of 10, including for
exercise classes and training.
To safely ensure there is room for everyone, the City of Greater Bendigo
is encouraging gyms wanting to take classes outdoors and commercial
fitness operators running group fitness sessions to book outdoor
recreation space.
To make it easy for fitness businesses to get back on their feet, the City
will waive fees and charges for hiring outdoor space until January 1, 2021.

“The booking process is free, there is no cost for the remainder of the
year and by having an allocated space everyone will be able to be
accommodated.”
The City is also supporting dance schools and indoor recreation
activities to relocate outdoors, so as they can continue to meet in
small groups and practice. These groups are encouraged to also
reach out if they would like to take their classes outdoors and all hire
costs will be waived until January 1, 2020.
For further assistance phone 5434 6000 or to make a booking, visit
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Things-To-Do/Make-a-booking/
commercial-fitness-booking

TEMPORARY GRANTS TO SUPPORT
LOCAL VOLUNTEERS AND REACTIVATE
LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS
The City of Greater Bendigo is offering temporary Love your Local
Volunteers - Community Group Reactivation Grants to assist community
groups to recover from COVID-19.
Through the Community Group Reactivation Grants local incorporated not
for profit community groups and organisations will be eligible to apply for
grants of up to $3,000.
City of Greater Bendigo Health and Wellbeing Director Vicky Mason said
the temporary grants are in addition to the City’s normal Community Grants
Program.
“The Community Group Reactivation Grants are a direct response to the
impact COVID-19 has had on the traditional sources of volunteers that
community groups rely on to provide the essential services, events, sports,
recreation, arts and culture activities they deliver,” Ms Mason said.
“Volunteering is an integral part of the Greater Bendigo community and
according to the last census 23.1 per cent of people aged over 15 years
volunteer in our community which is considerably higher than the Victorian
average of 19.2 per cent.
“However, Volunteering Australia recently reported that up to two thirds of
volunteers have ceased volunteering as a result of the pandemic.
“This means community organisations need some help to recommence
their activities, engage with previous volunteers, recruit new volunteers,
grow memberships and community participation.
The aim of the grants will be to support initiatives that encourage the
reactivation of volunteers, members, community participation and the
promotion of opportunities to increase community connections and
networks to recover from the disruption of COVID-19.
Applications for the grants will be accepted until June 30, 2021. The
application assessment is expected to take approximately three to four
weeks to process from when they are submitted.
Between April and June this year the City also provided temporary
COVID-19 Essential grants to support relief and recovery-based activities
within the community. Through this funding over 20 organisations shared
in a total of over $180,000 in funding.
Further information on the Community Group Reactivation Grants is
available at www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Services/Community-and-Care/
Community-grants or by emailing grants@bendigo.vic.gov.au or phoning
5434 6000

Buy a
coffee

How much do you love your
local café, restaurant, pub,
gym, retailer, hairdresser,
beautician, market or florist?
Our local economy needs your help
to bounce back after COVID-19 and
the best way to do this is to support
local small businesses.
So here’s a little challenge, how
many of these items can you tick off
over the coming weeks?

Put this handy chart on your
fridge and give it a go!
Don’t forget to follow and like your
favourite small business online.
Leave a positive review and share
your love with others.

G et

a hair cut

Get your
bike or
boat
serviced

Buy flowers
for someone
you love

Get your nails
done

Update your
wardrobe

Buy a
coffee

Make a
dinner
reservation

Buy a new

BOOK

Sup
po
r
favou your t
rite
retailer

Shop at a
local market
Cook a meal using
local produce
Pay it
forward...

SURPRISE!

Shop at a
local market

Meet a friend
for brunch

Shop at
a local
market

Buy a
coffee
Visit your
favourite
pub
Buy a

BIRTHDAY

PRESENT
Visit your
favourite café or
bakery for lunch

Buy a new pair
of runners

SOMEONE

Buy a coffee

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

Support
your
favourite
retailer

Buy a gym
membership/return
to the gym

Pay it
forward...

SURPRISE

SOMEONE!

Enjoy your
favourite
take
away

Buy a gift
voucher

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
Group Gatherings
Alcoholics Anonymous
8pm Sunday @ St Marys Anglican Church,
193-195 High Street Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from carpark at rear on corner Bank
St/Church St.
Enquiries 1300 22 22 22.
Bendigo Coin & Collectables Club Inc.
Meet every Friday fortnight at 7.30 pm
Venue - Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet
St. Bendigo.
New Members Welcome
Contact Andrew Palmer 0411 796 730
Bendigo Evening VIEW Club
“Voice, Interest,Education for Women”
Supporting The Smith Family by raising
funds to help disadvantaged students with
their education needs.
4th Wednesday of month at 6pm for 6.30pm
NOTE NEW TIME!
At the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club,
1c Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Meals $23.
Bookings Deidre McDougall 0419 595 674
Or for all enquiries re club Cheryl Scully
0439 316 021
Bendigo Garden Club Inc.
3RD Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the McKinnon Pavilion, no meetings during
the months of January, July, December.
Bendigo Showgrounds.
Contact: Laurelle Smith Secretary 5447 0017
New Members Always Welcome
Bendigo Gem Club Inc.
10 Galvin St. BENDIGO 3550
Email: bendigogemclubinc@gmail.com
Website: https://bendigogemclub.tidyhq.com
BGC meet Tuesdays & Thursdays
Zoom chat Wednesdays 8pm
Tuesdays
5-8.30 pm Instruction available in
silversmithing & cabochons
Thursdays
10am-4pm silversmithing, cabochons,
faceting,
mineral group.
Instruction available
GEM EXPO second weekend September
Members online shop
Silver casting
Only 10 min walk from Bendigo Station
Bendigo Legion Angling Club
7.30pm 1st Monday of the month.
The Den at Dower Park, Station Street,
Kangaroo Flat.
Bendigo Philatelic Society .
Night Meetings on the first Tuesday each
month at 7:30pm
CVGT - Corner Stanfield and Jackson Street,
Long Gully.
Daytime Meetings Wednesday after the
Tuesday night meeting 10am to 12noon
Golden Square Community Hall
9 Old High Street, Golden Square.
Contact Joy (Secretary) on 0439 473 645 or
Libby (President) on 0448 120 066
All visitors welcome.
Bendigo Positive Birthing
www.facebook.com/bendigopositivebirthing
for more details phone: 0447 453 644
Bgo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club
monthly meetings last Monday of month
7.30pm in the Y Community Hall, Lockwood
Road, opposite ALDI.
Club’s web site on www.brcac.asn.au

GROUPS & CLUBS

INCLUDE YOUR GROUP OR CLUB MEETING
TIMES BY CONTACTING FLAT MATTERS

Community Enterprise
Last Thursday of each month, 6pm, Sports
Club Dower Park

Helm Street, Kangaroo Flat
Contact: 54470204

CWA Kangaroo Flat Branch
C.W.A. Kangaroo Flat Branch
3rd Thursday of Month
1.30 pm at Uniting Church Hall,
Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Interesting speakers & Monthly Craft Day.
All Ladies Welcome - Afternoon Tea
More Details 5446-8323
Look up the web for complete overview
www.cwaofvic.org.au

Outdoor activities for boys and girls
aged 6 – 18 years old.
Please contact Group Leader
Craig Whan on 5444 4114.

Enjoy Church
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat
Details: http://enjoy.church/bendigo.
Contact: Campus Pastor Martin Oravec on
0403 266 008.
Friends of Crusoe No. 7 Park
Meet first Wednesday of every 2nd month
starting February at the Rotary Gateway Park
at 7pm, plus has working bees and activities
in the parks.
Contact the Secretary at focr7p@gmail.com
Golden Square Croquet Club
Come and Try - Every Mon and Friday from
11am. Contact Lorraine 54477511 or Don
54496332
Greater Bendigo Danceland Inc.
A Social Dance every Saturday night at 8pm.
Venue - St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall,
26 Myers St. Bendigo.
Contact Barb 5443 5380.
Heartbeat Bendigo Branch
A support group for cardiac patients, family
& friends. Fundraising for cardiac equipment
through public and social events. Meetings
held bi-monthly on 3rd Sunday. Jan, March,
May, July, Sept, Nov. 2pm at Chum Street
Uniting Church hall. Enquiries to President
Frank Ward - 5447 4545 or 0407 855 685.
Heart Foundation Walking Group –
Community Wellbeing Walkers
Every Tuesday 11.15
Meet at Lifestyle Choices, the corner of Neil
and Station street Kangaroo Flat -30 minute
walk along the Bendigo Creek Track.
All welcome contact Jennifer 0419878836
myhealth@mentoronline.com.au
Kangaroo Flat Baptist Church
“Come and Chat Group”
Knitting for missions – a welcome cuppa
and good conversations.
We support a girl in Nepal.
Enjoy good company every Monday 9.30am
till midday.
All Welcome!
Kangaroo Flat Community House
21 Woolcock Avenue, Kangaroo Flat
Ph. 5447 9687
Open Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm
Various programs including: social group,
yoga, craft, playgroup, cooking, meditation,
art, tax help, applications for NILS (No
Interest Loan Scheme)
More information on our Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/
kangarooflatcommunityhouse
Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade
Meets First Thursday of each Month.
Fire Fighter Training
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Kangaroo Flat Fire Station

Kangaroo Flat Scout Group

Lions Club
2nd Wednesday of each month, Business
meeting, Lions Club Rooms, Dower Park
– 7.00pm. 4th Wednesday of each month,
Dinner meeting at varying locations - 6pm
for 6.30pm start.
President Heather Gartside
Secretary Richard Hall 5499 6100
Maiden Gully Fire Brigade
First Tuesday of each month
Firefighter Training Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Maiden Gully Fire Station
5 Beckhams Road, Maiden Gully
Contact through www.maidengullycfa.org.au
1st Maiden Gully Scout Group
Maiden Gully Scouts meet every week
during the school term at the Maiden Gully
Scout Hall, Cnr Beckhams Rd and Calder
Hwy, Maiden Gully:
Joey Scouts (6-7yrs) Tuesday 5.30 –6.30pm
Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) Thursdays 7-8.30pm
Scouts (11-15yrs) Thursday 7-9pm)
To find out more contact Cate on
0405 381 611
Needles & Threads
Meet two Mondays of each month from
10am to 12noon. Please phone Karen for
Yearly list of dates.
Bring your knitting or crochet.
New members welcome.
Venue. St. Mary’s Anglican Church Hall,
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enquiries to Karen – Ph: 0409 188 622
Partners of Veterans Assoc
3rd Monday of the month, at 11.30am at the RSL
Playgroup for under 5’s
Every Monday during school terms
from 9:30 –11:00am, at Kangaroo Flat
Uniting Church, cnr Church & Camp Streets.
Contacts: Sheryl 0438413533
or Anne 0411 127 925
Probus Club of Kangaroo Flat (Mixed) Inc.
Every 2nd Wednesday each month 9.45am
St. Mary’s Church Complex High St, K/Flat.
Contact Bev. Blume 5443 1809. - Visitors
welcome.
RAAF Association-Bendigo Branch
1st Thursday each month February - December.
11.00 am. to 12 noon with lunch afterwards.
At Bendigo District RSL, Havilah Road, Bgo
Contact: Glenis Gordon, Secretary/Treasurer
C/- Post Office, Raywood. 3570
Phone: 5436 9293
Email: glenblairmichael@gmail.com
Membership open to ex Air Force Personnel
and their relatives.

Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat:
Meet each Monday 6pm for 6.30 start at
the Rotary Function Centre (opposite Apco).
New members welcome
www.facebook.com/rotarykangarooflat/
RSL
Contact Craig Chilver (03) 5447 8312
Meeting held at 10am on 3rd Tuesday of the
month. Light refreshments supplied.
Social Club meet 1st and 4th Tuesdays of
each month at 10.30am.
New members welcome.
Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Special Olympics Group
Pam (President) 0418 304 927
John (Ten Pin Bowling Coach)
0400 641 405
Michele (Barracudas Swim Coach)
0409 173 656
Spring Gully Dance
Dancing every Saturday night 8 - 12pm,
and Monday nights from 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Venue - Spring Gully Hall, 135 Spring Gully
Road, Bendigo
Contact Keith 5444 2953
The Little Chimps Playgroup
Commencing on the 8th October at 396
High Street Golden Square in the Seventh
Day Adventist church hall. Every Wednesday
during school term from 10:30am - 12:00pm.
Contact Kerryn Greaves 0432 354 617.
Please see enclosed a flyer for further
information.
U3A Bendigo
Life-long learning and activities for
mature aged people.
Gathering: 4th Wednesday of month.
Website: http://home.vicnet.net.
au/~u3abgo/
BLOG: http://u3a-bendigo.blogspot.com.au/
Email: u3abgo@bigpond.com
or Phone 5447 1812
Un Finished Objects Craft Group
Meets every Tuesday 10am till 2pm at 29
Bay Street, Golden Square.
$3 entry. BYO Lunch. Hot Drinks Provided.
Ladies, come along for fun and friendship
and work on your current project or start a
new one.
The group contributes to Asian Aid and
The Biggest Morning Tea.
Further Details: Janine 5409 2894 or
Shirley 5449 6893.
Volaire Calisthenics
Maiden Gully
Classes: Recreational and competitive
teams. For participants age 3 and over.
Contact Volaire for class times.
Phone: 0437 343 656
Y’s Service Club (Women)
2nd Tuesday of the month, contact
0409 179 485 for venue details
Y Service Club of Bendigo South
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Y’s
Clubrooms, Lockwood Rd. at 12 noon.
Y Service Club of Kangaroo Flat
every Wednesday at 6.30pm Y Community
Hall. Lockwood Rd opposite ALDI.
ph 5447 1587
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Sustainable Plan for O'Keefe Trail

support community organisations who want to
undertake projects and hold events along the trail.
It will also identify strategies to help increase
usage of the trail by both local residents and
visitors in the future.
The survey and other engagement activities
the City is undertaking will help inform the
development of a draft plan which will be
released for public review and comment early
in the new year.

The City of Greater Bendigo is inviting residents to
have input into the development of a plan to help
guide the future development and sustainable
management of the O’Keefe Rail Trail which runs
between Bendigo and Heathcote.
As part of the development of the O’Keefe
Rail Trail Regional Sustainable Plan residents

are invited to complete a short online survey at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/OKRT by November
30, 2020.
The plan will guide any future projects and
works along the trail and help to identify what is
important to the people who use the trail. It will
also set out how the City will work with, and

The O’Keefe Rail Trail follows the former Bendigo
to Heathcote Rail Line which commences
between Bendigo Creek in White Hills near
Lake Weeroona, passes through Axedale and
ends near the Pink Cliffs in Heathcote. The
trail’s mostly sandy gravel surface is suitable
for walking, running, cycling and horse riding in
certain sections.
For
further
information
about
the
development of the plan please contact
Mathew
Kerlin
m.kerlin@bendigo.vic.gov.
au or Wendy Holland on 0438 433 555 or
email
to
wendy@communityvibe.com.au
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au
Applications for round one will be open until
Friday December 11, 2020.
For more information on the criteria and to apply,
please visit https://cogb.formstack.com/forms/
businessrevival
• • •

VENDOR PANEL – GOOD
FOR BUSINESS

BUSINESS REVIVAL GRANTS
The City of Greater Bendigo has announced a
new Business Revival Business Grants program
available to eligible local small businesses
struggling due to COVID-19.
It is part of a suite of initiatives to support
businesses during this recovery period.
The Business Revival Grants, valued at $40,000 in
total, will be available to fund the purchase of local
goods and professional advice from other Greater
Bendigo businesses.
Examples include legal advice, accounting,
human resources, business planning, marketing,
web design, development or expansion of digital
platforms, cybersecurity services, or shopfront or
business improvements such as painting facades
and installing new signage.
Businesses can apply for funding support in these
areas up to the value of $1,000. Businesses are
encouraged to speak with City staff if they wish to
carry out improvements that may require planning
or building approval.
City Director Strategy and Growth Bernie
O’Sullivan said the grants were designed to assist

businesses to adapt and respond to COVID-19,
as well as boost local spending.
“By ensuring they are targeted to be used on local
services, these grants will have a dual benefit,” Mr
O’Sullivan said.
“If a business wants to complete works instead
of using a service, we will be looking at projects
that will enhance the vibrancy of our business and
shopping precincts.
“This new grant is part of a suite of City initiatives
designed to support businesses affected by
COVID-19 that includes rate deferrals, a full waiver
on various local law fees, 50 per cent reduction
of food, health and accommodation fees for the
2021 calendar year, assistance to set up new
outdoor dining spaces and free weekly business
support webinars offering practical advice during
this challenging time.”
As part of the eligibility criteria for the grants,
businesses are required to have an ABN, be in
Greater Bendigo and have 20 staff or less. Grants
can only be applied to new projects and must be
spent by the end of March 2021. It cannot be used
for expenses already incurred.

The City of Greater Bendigo is urging businesses
to register their services on VendorPanel in order
to compete to provide goods, works or services
to Council.
VendorPanel is a centralised online tool for
suppliers, which is used by many Councils to
seek and receive quotations for work. It is free and
simple to register your business.
The City had started using VendorPanel about
18 months ago, but registration had so far been
optional.
Now it is mandatory for all works above $5,000
to be sought through this system, to improve
efficiency and transparency.
To ensure your business is considered for
contracts, we encourage to register for
VendorPanel.
There are many other Councils and organisations
using VendorPanel Marketplace. This provides
an opportunity to increase your presence in the
market and grow your business.
The City is committed to supporting local
businesses and this new system will help to give
suppliers better access to Council.
As part of its commitment to supporting local
business particularly to assist in the COVID-19
recovery, the City has recently amended its
procurement policy to provide an increased
weighting toward local business.
For more information on how to register your
business, please visit: www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/
VendorPanel

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
48 years Industry Experience

Established 1971 / Rec 12281

Postal: PO Box 1217, Kangaroo Flat, 3555
Email: office@mcclureelectrical.com.au
Phone:

5447 2691

YOUNG PEOPLE
ENCOURAGED TO JOIN
YOUTH COUNCIL

Rural
Domestic
Commercial
& Industrial

It’s a great opportunity for young people to
meet others with similar interests and ideas,
build their leadership skills and develop the
knowledge and abilities to influence change.
They also have the chance to develop
knowledge in team work, meeting processes,
organising
projects,
public
speaking,
advocating for change and consulting with
their peers.
Young people aged between 14 and 24
who want to have a stronger voice in their
community and are encouraged to be part
of the next City of Greater Bendigo Youth
Council.
The Youth Council is an initiative to engage
with local young people in the decisionmaking process for the future. It is also a key
action in the City’s Youth Strategy.
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The first two Youth Councils have been very
successful with Youth Councillors providing
input into over 20 City plans, strategies and
policies. They have also represented young
people on over 10 advisory and steering
committees including the Creative City
of Gastronomy Advisory Committee, the
Bendigo Safe Community Forum and City’s
Economic Development Strategy.
The Youth Council will represent the views
of young people on City plans and programs
that impact them and report to the City of

Michael Keena, Managing Director
Bachelor of Business (Accounting)
Graduate Diploma of Taxation,
Diploma of Financial Planning, FCPA
1/227 Barnard Street, Bendigo 3550
Tel: (03) 5444 0700 Fax: (03) 5444 0600
Mail: P O Box 1206, Kangaroo Flat 3555
Email: michael.keena@kjaaccountants.com.au

Greater Bendigo Mayor and Councillors.
They will also represent young people at civic
events and activities. In turn the Mayor and
Councillors will provide members of the Youth
Council with mentoring and support.

Greater Bendigo Youth Mayor for 2020 Ryan
Petersen said while it has been a fantastic
experience to be included and heard in the
conversations to make Greater Bendigo the
most liveable community, the learning from
being involved in the Youth Council has been
just as important.
“I encourage young people to apply as they
will learn so much and have the opportunity
to be involved in some really great projects,
Mr Petersen said.
Applications close 6pm Sunday December
6, 2020, with Youth Councillors set to be
appointed in December. The Youth Councillors
will undertake induction and training in
January, meet the Mayor and Councillors and
hold their first meeting in February 2021.
To obtain an application form or for more
information visit www.yobendigo.com.au or
contact the City of Greater Bendigo’s Youth
Development Team on 5434 6092 or by email
to youth@bendigo.vic.gov.au

KANGAROO FLAT JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
The Kangaroo Flat Primary School would like to thank the Kangaroo Flat Junior Football Club for their
very generous donation of some footy jumpers to our Sports Program.
These jumpers will be used during Primary School Football Competitions and allow the students
to not only represent the school at these events but also continue a strong connection with the
football club.
We are very grateful for the kind donation and were lucky enough to have Veronica present these
jumpers to our School Captains.

195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat

5447 0927

Brian and Lyn Leidle
your local funeral directors.
www.mountalexanderfunerals.com

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters
KANGAROO FLAT
PROBUS CLUB
Following the lifting of quite a few of the COVID
19 restrictions, the Committee held a meeting
on November 11. Unfortunately, we are unable
to have meetings indoors, this looks as if we
will not have our “normal” type of meeting
this year. We are looking at getting together
for indoor/outdoor dining or smaller outdoor
gatherings. Speaking to most of our members,
it is the social side that everyone is missing so
much. Once decisions have been made, we will
contact people via e-mail, Kanga Probe and
phone.
Thank you to our Welfare team, Carolyn and
John, for keeping in touch with members, checking on their health and wellbeing. To all members
phoning or calling on other members to have a chat and check on them, thank you. This is what
Probus is all about, Friendship and Fellowship.

MAJOR EVENTS SET TO RETURN IN 2021

Helm Street
Kangaroo Flat
5406 1200
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Medical practice
(GPs at four sites)
Men’s health
Women’s health
Allied health (including
podiatry, chronic disease
and respiratory
management)
Child and family services
Settlement services
Sexual health

•

•
•
•

Counselling and
mental health
Alcohol and other
drugs treatment and
withdrawal programs
NDIS services
My Aged Care services
Connect with us at
www.bchs.com.au

The City of Greater Bendigo has confirmed at least 30 major events will take place in Greater Bendigo
next year, which will help bring visitors back to Greater Bendigo and stimulate the visitor economy.
Events include:
Lost Trades Fair
Bendigo Open House
Big Time Boxing
Bendigo Blues and Roots Music Festival
Bowls Victoria State Championships
Various junior state basketball championships
Bendigo International Squash Tournament
BMX Victoria State Titles
Calisthenics Victoria State Titles
2021 Australian Junior Volleyball Championships
2021 Squash Australia Club Championships

David Griffin

Franchise Owner

The City’s Tourism and Major Events Manager
Terry Karamaloudis said he hoped these events
would give the local tourism industry hope for next
year.

Clark Rubber Bendigo

6-32 Marong Road
Bendigo Vic 3550
Telephone: 03 5442 2844
Facsimile: 03 5442 2108
bendigo@clarkrubber.com.au
www.clarkrubber.com.au

“All the events will have COVID Safe Plans in place
to ensure that the events are safe for participants,”
Mr Karamaloudis said.
“The City has an outstanding reputation with event
owners and associations around the nation, as
well as excellent infrastructure, which has resulted
in event owners wanting to return to Greater
Bendigo.
“We have continued to seek out, negotiate,
influence and bid for major events throughout
COVID-19 restrictions.
“There are several more events we expect to be
able to confirm over the coming months to add to
the calendar of events for 2021 and 2022.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Listening Post held in Castlemaine last
Friday of the Month 10am to 2pm.
Please phone for appointment.
16 Lockwood Road, Kangaroo Flat Vic 3555
Ph: 5410 2444

www.mareeedwards.com.au
Authorised by M Edwards

Funded from Parliamentary Budget

2020/2021 JUNIOR SEASON
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
ADVERTISE HERE FOR
U11—U18

ALL GIRLS CRICKET

JUNIOR COORDINATOR: MICK SMITH 0427219940

SEASON STARTING DATES ARE YET TO BE CONFIRMED AND WILL BE
SUBJECT TO COVID RESTRICTIONS
ENQUIRE AND REGISTER INTEREST AT: Michael.smith2@educa�on.vic.gov.au
MAJOR SPONSOR:

JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

VENUE FOR HIRE
ROTARY FUNCTION CENTRE
We want your articles! If you have an up coming
event or community related news, please email us a
short article and photo!

Contact: flatmtrs@kfce.com.au
Email your pictures and articles to:
flatmtrs@kfce.com.au by the 14th of the month for
the following months publication

Gateway Park, High Street, Kangaroo Flat
• Seating up to 100 people
• Commercial kitchen, bar available
• Parties, Weddings, Training
Groups

www.rotaryclubofkangarooflat.org for details
Venue also available for community groups
Ph: 0407 496 091.

Venue for hire at RSL STATION ST, KANGAROO FLAT
• Robust kitchen, disabled amenities available
• Seating for up to 80 people. • Available to Community Groups and Clubs.
Contact President. Phone: 5447 8312.

CHRISTMAS BONANZA
The third annual Christmas Bonanza
will be held at Belvoir Park Golf on
Saturday December 19.
Club official are hoping to have over 200 players
contest the 4BBB Stableford event with players
coming from far and wide In search of the great
prizes on offer.
Cost for the day is $30 per player with a light
luncheon provided.
President of Belvoir Park Golf Club, Mark
Perry, says the Christmas Bonanza is a highly
regarded event.
"This year we have done an enormous amount
of work on our course including the introduction
of concrete pathways for golf cart users. We
have a large band of volunteers who have
worked tirelessly throughout the year to keep
our course in great shape. Naturally, we like any

BACK
IN BUSINESS
The Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre in Kangaroo
Flat is getting back to business following Covid
-19 restrictions.
The centre reopened their Health Club in late
October and all pools opened in early November.
This enabled the resumption of lap swimming,
warm water exercise, recreational swimming and

other golf club have had many restrictions in
place due to the Covid -19 pandemic.
The Christmas Bonanza is our club’s major
fundraising day and we welcome golfers
throughout the region to come and join us on
this special day.
Once again, many prominent sponsors have
come forward to offer their financial backing
towards making the day hugely successful.’’
Bertocchi Smallgoods is again providing
magnificent Christmas Hams for the first five
winning teams on the day and a host of other
sponsors have backed the day to enable
Super Pins to be contested on a majority of
holes throughout the day.
A shotgun start will see the big field tee off
from 8am and 12.30pm
Entries: a.besley@bigpond.net.au

aqua aerobics with a maximum of 20 people per
pool or one person per 4 square metres.

industry guidelines will be monitored over the
coming months.

During the extended lockdown period, the
teams at Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre
took strict actions to ensure a high standard of
environmental cleanliness upon reopening.

"We are pleased to be able to support our local
community in meeting their health and fitness
goals. Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre has
been an important part of the Greater Bendigo
region and provides many in our community with
much needed support and access.’’

All staff have undergone Covid 19 Safety Training.
The centre management has been working
closely with the City of Greater Bendigo to
reopen the centre and Senior Services Officer
for the City of Greater Bendigo, Ray Smith, says

For more information about Gurri Wanyarra
Wellbeing Centre visit:
www.gurriwanyarrawc.com.au

Want to receive Flat Matters by Email each month? Subscribe today at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au

