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After five years as
the Chairman of the
Kangaroo Flat Community
Enterprise Jack Lyons
has stepped down from
the role effective from the Annual
General Meeting.

Lyons was one of the key figures in ensuring the
community would get a quality aquatic facility
and this was achieved two years ago with the
grand opening of the Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing
Centre in Browning Street, Kangaroo Flat.
The project was the biggest undertaken by
the City of Greater Bendigo and the Kangaroo
Flat Community Enterprise was a key partner
in making the dream become a reality by
contributing $100,000 towards the complex
and assisting in raising almost $1 million from a
fundraising drive.
The outgoing Chairman recently presided over
the 13th Annual General Meeting of the group

and says it has been a tough year for everyone
in the community.

‘’It has been a semi active 2020 for us all and
the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact on us
and just like any other community group across
the region we have had our challenges.
Our bank balance still holds well, and we have
still been active with our Community Kitchen
project in conjunction with Rotary, Schools, St
John of God and Bendigo Bank.
We continued to provide Defib Units across our
community, and so far in 2020 we have donated
more than $24,000 to community projects
including Blue Light Disco, Community Health
Coat Drive and a major sports day at Belvoir
Park Golf Club.
The Enterprise also allocated $15,000 towards
the new netball courts and cricket nets at Dower
Park Recreation Reserve.
I would like to thank the volunteers who put our
community newsletter, FLAT MATTERS together
in particular Chris Waites as our editor and
her sterling band of helpers who manage the
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advertising material and story content.

Our biggest project in recent months has been
the development of the Solar Lighting along the
walking path adjacent to the Bendigo Creek in
Kangaroo Flat.
The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise
provided $50,000 towards the overall project
and partnered with Health Heart of Victoria and
the City of Greater Bendigo is making this a
great project for the region.
The year ahead will again be challenging, and
the Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise is a
not for profit organisation that is here to help
establish projects across our region.
It would be great if we could get some more
community minded people come on board to be
part of our enthusiastic committee in 2021.
Meetings are held on a monthly basis and
participants get great satisfaction in seeing new
projects come to fruition across our community.
It has been a pleasure to serve as Chairman of our
Community Enterprise for the past five years.’’
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Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
Thank You and Merry Christmas

The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise is pleased to welcome you
to the December 2020 edition of FLAT MATTERS. What a year it has
been!
FLAT MATTERS plays a huge role in keeping residents up to date and
promoting Kangaroo Flat as a great place to live, work and play. We
love being able to promote all the great things that happen across
our community and the involvement of community groups, schools,
service clubs and churches makes our job easier.
We would like to thank the many advertisers, sponsors and community
organisations that contribute to our community newsletter, which
is distributed in the Kangaroo Flat, Golden Square, Maiden Gully,
Marong, Lockwood, and Big Hill region.
May you and your families enjoy a happy and holy Christmas and a
prosperous 2021.
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28A BALMORAL DRIVE,
GOLDEN SQUARE
Private tours available,
call to arrange yours today!

NEW CFA STATION FOR GOLDEN SQUARE
Golden Square Country Fire Authority (CFA) volunteer fire station in the
City of Greater Bendigo will be replaced with a $2.5 million funding
boost as part of the Andrews Labor Government’s Fire Services Reform.
Member for Bendigo West Maree Edwards said the facilities in Golden
Square would be modernised to provide better spaces for volunteers
and adequate space to accommodate their vehicles and emergency
appliances.
Land options for the new station are being investigated, which will
house a building area between 490m2 and 530m2.
While this search occurs, the Government will invest $150,000 to install
a new truck port at the existing station until the new station is built and
made operational.
The new station at Golden Square will replace a building which is well
over 70 years old. Although the existing building has been modified
over time to remain operational as best as possible, the current station
is in poor condition and does not provide adequate motor room area to
accommodate the required vehicles.
The new building will include improved amenities for volunteers of all
genders and provide greater access and facilities for members with
disabilities, and include areas for meetings, training and other relevant
needs.
Golden Square Station is one of 16 being replaced under the $126
million CFA capability funding to meet the demands of growing
townships and emerging weather threats well into the future.
The package was announced as part of the government’s Fire Services
Reform in June 2020 to provide the CFA with greater capability in
critical areas, such as funding for new volunteer training programs in
health and safety and leadership and 50 new dual cab appliances with
burn over defensive systems.
It also includes funding for a trial of respiratory equipment to protect
volunteer firefighters from the harmful effects of bushfire smoke, new
personal protective clothing for every active operational volunteer
firefighter, as well as a range of brigade support measures.
This builds on the $100 million in additional funding the CFA has already
received in the last four years to modernise its fleet and infrastructure.
Member for Bendigo West Maree Edwards says the new station will
better prepare and protect our communities and will also help the
brigade to attract new members.
“Our CFA volunteers work tirelessly to protect their communities, so
it’s important that they have the facilities they need to support the fire
response in our region. I’m thrilled that this funding is being delivered
for the Golden Square CFA, as I know how much they have advocated
for a new station. It’s been a pleasure to work with the Brigade over
many months to secure this outcome”.
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BOWYER TAKES
ENTERPRISE REIGNS
Local businessman Geoff Bowyer has assumed
the role as Chairman of the Kangaroo Flat
Community Enterprise.
Transition for the Enterprise role took place at
the Annual General Meeting held last month after
Jack Lyons stood down after five years as leader.
The incoming Chairman Geoff Bowyer says
Jack Lyons has been a fantastic servant for the
Community Enterprise.
"Jack's contribution measured not only by his
long and unswerving commitment and leadership
in convincing the City of Greater Bendigo and
other key stakeholders in building the Gurri
Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre and his passion to
ensure that it meets the requirements of today
and for future generations and in particular, the
incorporation of a 50-metre indoor pool.

After the decision was made by Council to
proceed with the project, Jack Lyons played
an immeasurably important role in generating
business and community fundraising and the
achievement by the Community Enterprise
of raising $800,000 through business and
community contributions towards the facility.
As a leader, Jack Lyons followed the fine tradition
set by his predecessors Alan Besley and Mark
Rohde in engaging with the City of Greater
Bendigo and community groups in identifying
and exploring projects and partnerships with
organisations both big and small.
I found Jack Lyons an incredibly engaging leader
who made meetings both productive and fun
and most importantly kept up the long-standing
tradition of ensuring meetings never went longer
than one hour.

It is a daunting and challenging
future in leading the
Enterprise and I am strongly
humbled and comforted by a
very strong base of executive

and members in undertaking
this role.
The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise is
now at a crucial point in terms of working out its
future direction and I intend in conjunction with
other community enterprise members to embark
upon the development of a new strategic plan
to position the Enterprise to maximise its ability
to contribute and re-generate our surrounding
community’s future.
This will involve wide consultation with our
community stakeholders, and which will include
a strategic planning session to firm up and set
ourselves goals for the next five years.
One of the key opportunities and challenges will
be to ensure that we continue to tap into the
youth and younger members of our community
to ensure that the past fine achievements and
contributions of the Community Enterprise
continue to be replicated in a way which not
only optimises the benefits to our community
but in turn results in attracting members to our
Enterprise so we continually regenerate in terms
of its membership and leadership.’’

U3A Bendigo
Enrolment days 2021
January 27 and 28, 10am - 2pm
St Mary’s Anglican Church Hall
Church and Bank Streets, Kangaroo Flat
(enter via car park off Church Street).
GET MOVING AGAIN IN 2021, MEET AND MAKE
FRIENDS AND TRY NEW ACTIVITIES.
Choose from more than 60 activities including arts, book
clubs, exercise, games, languages, meditation, music,
poetry, technology, walking, yoga and much more.
Check out our 2021 Prospectus at
www.u3abendigo.com.
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME.
For more information, phone 0490 858 469 or email
u3abgo@bigpond.com

Because your brain doesn't retire when you do!
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KANGAROO FLAT LIBRARY - THE PLACE TO BE THIS SUMMER
Kangaroo Flat Library is moving safely forward
with
summer
programmes,
exhibitions,
presentations, workshops and competitions!
And not everything is online!
Our loved Summer Reading Challenge is back
for all young readers (4-12)!
Come into the Library and sign up to read books
throughout the summer months.
There are Bonus Challenges and in January,
a couple of interactive fun Author Hang outs
(via zoom) with music, writing and illustrating.
Our Summer Reading Mascot this year is our
upside down Sloth, so come and hang out at
the Library over summer!
We invite everyone to come into our lovely, new,
cool Library and view a beautiful and heartwarming photographic exhibition entitled: ‘1.6
Billion Ways to be Muslim’. This is inspired by

SCHOOL WINS AWARD
Kangaroo Flat Primary School has won a special
award for its work supporting students of all
abilities.
At the 2020 Victorian Education Excellence Awards
the school took out the award for Outstanding
Inclusive Education.

the work of artist/author Peter Drew and curated
by Karima Far from the Muslim Collective. This
exhibition will be at Kangaroo Flat Library
from Monday 14th December to Monday 11th
January. Don’t miss it!
If you’re up for a photographic challenge, join
our digital photography competition – Bug Off!
Have a go at photographing spiders and insects
just going about their busy life. There are prizes!

check it all out here: https://bit.ly/33sc4Se
And that’s before we begin with all the latest
books that have arrived for your holiday reading!
Ask staff for a recommendation today!
We close at 3pm December 24, and open 10am
– 3pn on December 29, 30 and 31. We then
close again until we re-open with usual hours
on Monday January 4, 2021.

Of course, we do have a number of online
programmes to connect, inspire and learn from.
These include several Be Connected Workshops
helping over 50s with digital literacy, and also
fascinating presentations including: ‘Monday
was Washing Day’ and ‘The Lost Art of Letter
Writing’.
For full details and more events, ask staff at the
library, pick up information when you visit, or

Kangaroo Flat has such amazing staff, students
and families.
Our school has a strong oral language program with
a speech pathologist on site to support all students
and especially those in foundation to grade two.

At Kangaroo Flat Primary our philosophy is that
we enrol families. The Home School partnership
is exceptionally important and it is what drives
the success our whole school initiatives and our
partnerships with community agencies.’’

School Principal Kim Saddlier told FLAT MATTERS
that the award demonstrates what
success in public education looks like and to be
a winner is a great achievement and should be
celebrated.
‘’It is just one way Victorians can be proud of the
great government schools in their communities
and the people who work in them.
The whole school community should be proud of
this recognition of Kangaroo Flat Primary School.
You work hard to make a difference and it is nice
to get an acknowledgement that what you are
doing is the right thing.

SCHOOLS PREPARE FOR 2021
FLAT MATTERS has prepared a special report
on the likely school numbers in the local area
for 2021.
Schools have been busy in recent times
preparing students for their next year of
education and locally the numbers in some
area have shown a sharp rise in recent years to
maintain our standing as an education hub for
the region.
Positives for a bright future are the increasing
numbers at our local schools and Marist College

at Maiden Gully is by far the biggest school in
our area.
School Principal Darren McGregor told FLAT
MATTERS that there would be 1,150 students
at the college in 2021.
This figure represents 378 students in primary
classes and 772 students in the secondary
system.
These numbers clearly demonstrate the growth
at the school which has almost doubled student
numbers since 2017 when there were 615

students at the Maiden Gully site.
Crusoe College in Kangaroo Flat is also showing
strong numbers with 824 students for the new
education year.
Numbers in the local Primary School listings
show that Maiden Gully Primary School tops
the region With 565 attending school in 2021.
STUDENT NUMBERS:
Marist College, Maiden Gully

1150

Crusoe College

824

Maiden Gully Primary

565

Saint Monica’s Primary

343

Big Hill Primary

280

Kangaroo Flat Primary

265

Marong Primary

180

Lockwood Primary

127

Bendigo Special Development
School

130

Lockwood South Primary

30

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters
MAIDEN GULLY FIRE BRIGADE PREPARED FOR SUMMER

16 Phillips Dve, Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555
t 03 5447 7357
f
03 5447 8222
e garry@poppetheadestate.com.au
w www.poppetheadestate.com.au

Garry Phillips
m 0428 347 055

P.O. B
Lot 34 W
T

REMOVALS
The Fire Danger Period officially began in the
Bendigo area on Monday, November 30, which is
several weeks later than last year.
Over summer, it is important to check the fire
danger rating (we are Northern Country) daily and
plan accordingly. With the relaxation of COVID
requirements, the Brigade is back in full training
with all 30 firefighters having completed their presummer tasks.
Despite the difficulties of the past year, the
Brigade has still achieved many improvements
around the station and with its equipment. We
were very pleased to receive a battery-operated
Milwaukee Blower for our Pumper that was kindly
donated by Total Tools in Kangaroo Flat.
The Station now has an enlarged rear roller
shutter to access the engine bay, an automatically
closing side gate and a solar power plant. These
vital improvements have been achieved through
an Australian Government Community Energy
Efficiency Grant, support through IGA and BUFS
Community Programs and other community
donations.
The night before Christmas

Santa has again asked his friends in the Maiden
Gully Fire Brigade for assistance to deliver bags of
lollies to the children of Maiden Gully. With more
children to see, a different visitation program has
been organised.
If you live on the north side of the Calder Highway
or Olympic Parade, Santa will be in your area
between 3.30pm and 5pm. One truck will start
in the Armitage estate and the other in Westbury
Estate. After 5pm, Santa will then visit every
street on the south side by 6.30pm. However,
there may be delays if the Brigade is called out
to an emergency.

Em

ABN 55 990 196 279 Date

P.O. Box 77, Lockwood South,Name
Vic 3551
Pick up address
Lot 34 Wildcherry Road, Lockwood
South
Telephone/Fax 03 5435 3148 Mobile 0407 349 372
Email: stevenlacey5@bigpond.com
Local, InterstateStorage available
 Quotation
No job too big or smallNSW, QLD,Victoria and Melbourne
Packing materials available

 Miscellaneous Charges

 Storage
Pick up date

Santa also advises that this is a busy time for him
and his volunteer helpers so the trucks cannot
stop at every house but will stop in one or more
safe spots depending on the length of the street.
ee the Brigade Facebook page for up to date
information.

Storage Price

Weekly $
Monthly $

Paid from date

to date
Amount Paid $

STORAGE TO BE PAID (4) FOUR WEEKS IN A
Customers signature:
Cash



Cheque



EFTPOS

Banking Details
Bendigo Bank

Ho Ho Ho! Merry Christmas!

Stanyer’s Removals
BSB 633 000
A/C 121884316

Photo: Colin Lambie from Bendigo Sustainability
Group, our Tesla Battery and Captain Peter Dole
after the installation of our power system.
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UPGRADING MAIDEN GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL
$4.59 million to Maiden Gully Primary School to
upgrade and modernise the school.
This investment builds on the $1.18 billion as
part of the Building Works Package announced
earlier this year, which is creating space for
more than 21,000 extra students in Victoria’s
education system and creating around 1,600
local construction jobs.
This year, Maiden Gully families have done an
incredible job in supporting students to learn
from home. As kids get back into the classroom,
we want to make sure they have the fantastic
new learning spaces they deserve.
The Andrews Labor Government has built and
upgraded more schools than any government
in our state’s history, and the Victorian Budget
2020/21 continues that record of investment.
Minister for Education James Merlino and
Member for Bendigo West Maree Edwards have
announced Maiden Gully Primary School will
receive a $4.59 million upgrade, following the
$510,000 announced through the Infrastructure
Planning and Acceleration Fund.
The Victorian Government is providing a further

Member for Bendigo West Maree Edwards
says across Victoria the Labor Government is
delivering 1,460 school upgrades = Investing
in new classrooms, fixing old buildings and
delivering the learning spaces our kids deserve.
"Families in Maiden Gully have done a
phenomenal job in supporting students to learn
from home. As kids return to their classrooms,
we want to make Maiden Gully Primary School
better than before. Not only will this make sure
our kids are getting a great education – it’ll create
new local jobs.
I would also like to thank the school community
for their ongoing advocacy for these works
through their personal representations, petitions
and their letters. Maiden Gully is a major growth
corridor, and we are providing facilities to meet
the considerable projected school enrolments.”

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

Looking to get
back into work?
Call Sophie on 0428 043 939
to discuss how we can help you.
*

*Subject to eligibility
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SWIMMING SUCCESS
The 2019 - 2020 Kangaroo Flat swimming season
has proved a huge success with winners in a
range of fields.
Best Club person
Winner: Paige Martin
Awarded to the swimmer that most embodies the
values of the club over the course of a season.
Paige is a friendly and valued
member, who gets along with all
the swimmers in her squad as
well as swimmers from the junior
squad.
Paige is always willing to go out of
her way to support her teammates
and to help others. Paige shows dedication
in what she does along with the eagerness to
learn and consistently does whatever is asked of
her to the best of her ability. Paige consistently
improved over the course of the season and
ended the season performing admirably at the
Country & District Championships. She always
demonstrates a resilience and ability to learn from
her mistakes, especially as she continues to grow
in confidence as a swimmer.
Senior swimmer of the year
Winner: Brooke Thompson-Hall
Brooke swam her first swim meet
during 2019 Short Course season
and quickly went on to swim with
some success at the Regional
& Country levels. Brooke won
a medal at the Victorian Short
Course Championships and made
the finals of the 100m Breaststroke
at State short Course Championships.

swimming club and he was always positive and
hardworking member of the senior squad.
Junior Encouragement Award
Winner: Ruby Steel
Ruby is always friendly and has
a positive attitude for a member
of the younger swimming squad
and the club overall. Ruby always
demonstrates a willingness to
learn and improv her swimming
skills, she competed at her first
swim meet in Castlemaine, where
she demonstrated how far she has come in a
relatively short period of time.
Congratulations Ruby
Junior Long Course swimmer of the year
Winner: Tessa Maple-Worley
Tessa also started swimming over
the Short Course season, her
continued work over the summer
season resulted in significant
improvements across all four
strokes (Butterfly, Breast, Back
and Freestyle). Tessa consistently
swam at or just below her best
times over all the season and consistently applied
herself to improving at every practice. Tessa is
well positioned to have a very good season once
we can return to the pool.
Senior Short Course swimmer of the year
Winner: Tyson Jelbart
No photo available

Brooke ended the Short Course season with a
1 top 25 National ranking, then with continued
improvement across a broad range of events
over the SC season saw her make 3 finals at the
Victorian Long Course Championships, 100m
Breaststroke, 100m Butterfly and 50m Freestyle.
From there Brooke won two Bronze medals for
the 50m Freestyle and 50m Breaststroke at the
State Sprint Championships.

Tyson swam at all the local swim meets as well
as the Country Championship over the Short
Course season, Tyson participated in multiple
relay teams for the swimming club and swan at
or just below his best times, despite him having
limited time to train in the water on a weekly basis.
Congratulations Tyson.

Brooke was set to swim at the Age National
Championships in Perth but was the event was
cancelled due to COVID with all indications that
Brooke would swim very well at the meet across
multiple events.

Winner: Bella Quinn

Brooke finished in the top 25 swimmers in
Australia for her age group in four events, 50m
Freestyle, 50m Breaststroke, 50m butterfly &
100m Breaststroke, Brooke also broke over the
season 1 district Record, 1 District Championship
record, two Country Medals and made six State
finals, winning 2 medals.
Senior Encouragement Award
Winner: Ashton Thomas-Hall
No photo available
Ashton consistently applied himself to the work
he was given and was rewarded with some of the
most dramatic improvements in his swimming
performance compared to other member of the
swimming club over the season. Ashton was one
of the most frequent members at training for the

& under age group and fishing as one of the
fastest 10yr old’s at the meet. Over the Long
Course season Elliott built on that success
by consistently swimming the fastest times of
any 10yr old in the district. Elliott went to the
Country Championships and finished with a very
impressive 12th place, second among 10-year
old’s at the meet, at the Districts he finished first
out of 10yr old’s in all 4 strokes (Breaststroke,
Freestyle, Butterfly and backstroke. Elliott then
went on to State Championships where in his first
ever swim at state level, was the 10th fastest of
any swimmer aged 10 or younger in the whole
state. An amazing achievement.
Senior Long Course Swimmer of the year
Winner: Jett Bird
Jett entered the Long Course
Season
having
already
participated in the State and
Country championships, where
he performed very well for his
first season in completion. Jett
continued to progress and
increased his commitment over
the long course season, resulting in a dramatic
improvement, this was shown in his results at the
Long Course State Championships by making the
finals in 100m and 200m Butterfly, and then went
on to win the Victorian Country title for the 100m
butterfly.
Jett’s season was cut short, due COVID, the last
qualifying swim meet for Nationals was cancelled,
but was ranked in the top 25 swimmers in his
age group for Australia for the 100m and 200m
Butterfly.
Coach Jared O’Hanlon
swimmers and supporters.

congratulated

“Our success this season is reward for the hard
work done by all.
I would like to thank all swimmers regardless of
their age or ability for doing their best at training
and swim meet competitions. Summer is a great
time to get into the pool and give the club a try.
You’ll love it.”

Junior short course swimmer of the year
Bella also swam at all the
local swim meets, where she
consistently placed well amongst
her age group. Bella finished
with the most points for the 9yrs
and under girls at the Bendigo
Hawks winter series. Bella also
swam the Country Short Course
Championships in the 11yrs & under age group,
competing against swimmers much older
and more physically developed than herself.
Congratulations Bella.
Junior swimmer of the year
Winner: Elliott Bird
Elliott competed for the first time
during the Short Course season,
from there he qualified for the
Victorian Country Championships
where he competed in the 11yrs

all

Practice runs
Monday to Friday
4pm to 6.30pm
Tuesday to Thursday
6am to 7.30am
Saturday 6am to 8am.
For more information
contact Jared at
kfsccoach@outlook.com
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KANGAROO FLAT COMMUNITY HOUSE

FAREWELL TO 2020, ROLL ON 2021!
Whew, we made it through 2020! Like most
people, we are grateful to have navigated
COVID-19 as best as we possibly could and
are looking forward to 2021 being a year where
as a community we can re-connect and grow
together. If anyone has any ideas about groups
or activities you would like to see (or would like
to deliver) at Kangaroo Flat Community House,
please get in touch with us. Keep an eye on our
Facebook and website for new activities starting
in 2021

and I have a Mental Health project that aims to
help coach, mentor and develop Mental Health
capacity. People can find me on my LinkedIn or
Facebook page - The D

Our Annual Meeting was held in November
and we’re pleased to welcome several new
and returning Committee members.
Those
appointed are:

Community Garden

President: David Fuller
Vice President: Kaylyn Journeaux
Secretary: Hannah
Treasurer: Bruce McClure
Ordinary Members: Oriel Gray, Ian Burdett,
Phill Whitlock
We thought it might
be good for people
to “meet” our new
President, David:
For
the past 5 years, I
have worked in the
Employment Services
industry.
My
heart
belongs to Community
based
services,
especially
non-forprofits. I am proudly
employed at Access
Australia Group (AAG) as a Business
Development Officer where I help people build
their employment capacity and reach meaningful
employment goals.

Outside of this, I am a father of 4, married, have
lived in Bendigo over a year but well connected
through family here for many years. Bendigo is
proudly my home for good. I am just finishing up
with my Diploma of Community Services course
with Access Skills Training (AST).

A successful working bee was held last month
at our Community Garden - it is great to see
the produce growing well. There are still a
few garden beds available to grow fruit and
vegetables.
Seasons Greetings
As 2020 draws to a close, we’d like to thank all
those who have contributed to Kangaroo Flat
Community House this year – our committee,
volunteers,
staff,
community
members,
businesses, partners and friends not only in
Kangaroo Flat but across the region. We trust
everyone will have a safe, joyful Christmas and
a happy new year! For those enjoying holiday
time – stay safe and well, we look forward to
being able to welcome everyone to KFCH in the
new year.

For a few years, I used to teach some classes at
a Community Learning Centre as a professional
hobby, which was extremely fulfilling - this is
a key reason why I wish to be part of KFCH
along with seeing people being fulfilled through
education and community engagement. I am also
passionate about the subject of Mental Health

WHAT ARE NEIGHBOURHOOD
HOUSES? PART 6
Neighbourhood Houses are guided by the
following sector principles, which we’ve been
exploring over the past few months.
Community
Ownership;
Community
participation; Empowerment; Access and
equity; Lifelong learning; Inclusion; Networking;
Advocacy; Self-help; and Social Action.

environment to share information, knowledge,
skills and life experience in order that each
participant can reach their own personal goals.
At Kangaroo Flat Community House our
Strategic Plan’s Purpose is: to provide inclusive
opportunities that educate, enrich and inspire.

Finally, we’re looking at Self Help and Social
Action.

Social Action:
To analyse internal and external factors that
impact on the local community, to transform
relationships between individuals, groups and
organisations and within the community through
collective action.

Self Help:
To come together in a supportive group

We are keen to help build an empowered,
resilient community - one of the ways we are

doing this is through facilitating development of
the Kangaroo Flat & surrounds Community Plan.
We encourage interested community members
to get in touch with us about how you can be
involved.
Kangaroo Flat Community House
21 Woolcock Ave, Kangaroo Flat
0490 023 687
Email: coordinatorkfch@bigpond .com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
kangarooflatcommunityhouse/
Website:
www.kangarooflatcommunitygroup.com

Proudly Distributed by Kangaroo Flat Post Office, IGA Maiden Gully, The Cabbage Patch, Lansell Square Shopping
Centre, Kangaroo Flat Sports Club, IGA Kangaroo Flat, Lansell Square Post Office, Kangaroo Flat Library
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SCOUTS REACH HIGHEST AWARDS
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Three young adults from 2nd Kangaroo Flat
Scouts have during Lockdown been able to
obtain the highest award for their section
in scouting. Devdatta Bhat, Emily Biddell
and Emily Shankland all under the age
of 15 were able to obtain they Australian
Scout Medallion. This award normally takes
approximately three years to complete and
has given these young adults skills to assist
them in their future lives. While working
on this award, these 3 scouts walked the
Bendigo creek from Crusoe reservoir to white
hills studying the human impacts and effects
on the creek.
They also organised visits to the Police
Station, Bendigo Archery Range and
Kangaroo flat Fire Station, their major
achievement was organising a five-day
journey to Tasmania only to be cancelled
due to restrictions, this included planning
the entire trip including the menu, transport,
costing, activities and accommodation.
Leaving from Bendigo taking the ferry across
and back again and a train back to Bendigo.

This took several meetings at the hall and
skype sessions, even though the chances
of going where slim, these scouts never
slowed down, the three are still planning on
taking the trip later. These three also ran
several activities including camps and nightly
activities, teaching younger members of the
movement. These three youth have learnt skill
that will take them into the future and earning
the award is a great achievement. Pending
Covid19 restriction these scouts will be
presented their medallions early in the 2021.
If you are interested in finding out more about
Scouts, the 2nd Kangaroo Flat Scout Group
has a Cub Scout Section (for 7½ to 10½ year
olds) that meets on a Tuesday night and a
Scout Section (for 10½ -14½ year olds) that
meets on a Monday night. You can come along
for three 3 weeks for FREE to see if you like it!
If you are interested, please call either our Cub
Leader Tim on 0408 451 362 or our Scout
Leader David on 0401741648. Or check us out
on our Facebook page @kangaroof.flatscouts

IT'S TIME TO PREPARE HOMES FOR SUMMER
LEO TREBLE
B.Bus (Acc) Dip FP
5 Camp St
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

T:
F:

03 5447 7500
03 5447 1922

PO Box 1333
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

E:

admin@
trebleaccountants.com.au

It’s time for residents to prepare for the hot
summer months by cleaning up around their
properties before the fire danger period arrives.
Greater Bendigo residents can now dispose of
their green waste for free all year round at the City
of Greater Bendigo’s Eaglehawk Landfill and the
Heathcote and Goornong Transfer Stations.
Residents who take the time to keep their
properties clear of vegetation will help minimise
fire risk during the summer months and decrease
the amount of work they need to do in the garden.

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

Only green waste from residential properties will
be accepted free of charge. Commercial vehicles
will be charged a disposal fee.
The Eaglehawk Landfill is open daily from 8am
until 4pm (Monday to Friday and 8am to 4.30pm
on weekends. The Heathcote Transfer Station
is open from 8am to 5pm Wednesday, Thursday
Saturday and Sunday and Goornong Transfer
Station is open 8am to 5pm on Wednesday,
Saturday and Sunday.
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Church Corner
KANGAROO FLAT WEEKEND
CHURCH SERVICES
UNITING CHURCH
Church & Camp Streets, Sunday 9:30am –
Minister 0448 591 421
ST. MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat,
9am Traditional and 11am Family Service
5447 7427 (Maiden Gully - Sunday 4pm)
ST. MONICA’S ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Station Street and High St, Kangaroo Flat
Saturdays at 6pm and Sundays at 9am.
Phone 5443 4400

BAPTIST CHURCH
Church Street, Sundays 10am, and the Karen
language service each Sunday at 2pm

ADVERTISE HERE FOR

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

JUST

Y’S Mens Hall, 8 Lockwood Rd Kangaroo
Flat. Worship Sunday 10am.
Phone: 5441 3527 or 0413 682 999

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

$50 PER MONTH

COMMON GROUND CHURCH
Maiden Gully Community Hall, Calder Hwy,
Maiden Gully.
Sundays at 10 am. Phone 0423 700 770
ENJOY CHURCH
10 Phillips Dr, Kangaroo Flat, Sunday
10am - Ps Martin 0403 266 008
Kangaroo Flat weekend

* BEFORE ATTENDING, PLEASE CHECK DETAILS WITH YOUR CHURCH.

Merry
Christmas
SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
This month is a normal Christmas month for those who believe in Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.
Our church continues to celebrate God in our lives each Sunday at 10am
in the Y Community Centre opposite Aldi. It may interest people to know
that Dunlop Lane alongside the hall used to be Jerusalem Lane.
Our Christmas service will be on December 20. On Dec 13 Dale Caldwell
will be a visiting preacher.
All are welcome to our Spirit filled service and to be prayed for to
receive healing in Jesus name. Prayer support and information from
Ps Peter Pritchard on 0413 682 999.

KANGAROO FLAT UNITING CHURCH
Corner of Church and Camp Streets.
As you know Churches have been closed since March 23 due to
COVID-19.
We realise that it has been difficult for you to contact us since then
and would like to reassure you that we are working towards being
able to resume Worship Services soon and re-commencing our programs in 2021.
We regret that we were unable to hold our quarterly markets in May, August and November and
look forward to seeing you all again when they resume next year.
Our Uniting Emergency Relief program has re-opened and operates on Tuesdays and Fridays
from 9:30am to 1pm offering support and assistance to people in need.
In the meantime, if you would like to contact us, please phone our Church Office on 5447 9998
and leave your name and phone number, or email us at kangarooflatunitingc@gmail.com and
we’ll contact you asap.

226 High St Kangaroo Flat
5445 7400
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Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
WHO WAS ‘PARKY’ DOWER?
THE LIFE OF ARTHUR
REYNOLDS DOWER
By Kerri Barrett (Granddaughter)

The story of the life of Arthur
Reynolds Dower and the
naming of the Dower Park
Recreation Reserve
Arthur Reynolds DOWER was born on 11 April
1897 at Long Gully, Bendigo, His second name
‘Reynolds’ comes from Georgina’s father William
Reynolds Pryce. Reynolds being William’s
mother’s maiden name.
Little is known of Arthur’s early life, only that
the family lived at Daniel Street, St Just Point,
Long Gully, most likely with or near his paternal
grandparents, William and Harriet Dower. Arthur
was presumably baptised at, and attended the
Primitive Methodist Church in Wilson Street,
Long Gully, as this appears to have been the
Dower family’s local church. He was most likely
educated at the nearby Long Gully State School.
Around late 1909 or early
1910 his family moved to a
property at Marong Road,
Kangaroo Flat. Arthur
would have been about
12 years of age when they
moved.
It is known that after
moving to Kangaroo Flat,
the family became involved
in the life of the Methodist
Church in Kangaroo Flat.
As early as June 1910
members of the family are mentioned in events
held at the Church. Newspaper articles from 1913
to 1918 mention Arthur singing in the choir and at
church gatherings. He was also the secretary of
the Sunday School Committee and taught at the
Sunday School.
Arthur was a keen sportsman and played both
cricket and football for Kangaroo Flat. Reports
are that he excelled as a cricketer and at one
time played full-forward for the Kangaroo Flat
football team. In 1914 the Bendigo Independent
lists Arthur as a member of the selected team for
the Kangaroo Flat Cadets. The same newspaper
shows Arthur as the captain of the selected team
for Kangaroo Flat United in 1918. He appears in
the 1918 Seniors Runners Up team.

Arthur later served as a committeeman for both
clubs.
In his younger days, Arthur also showed his
sporting skills as an active member of the local
Fire Brigade, participating in competitions such
as the hydrant race.
As a former footballer and with his community
spirit, Arthur became involved in the revival of
the Kangaroo Flat Football Club in 1946, after the
Second World War. He became President of the
club in 1946 through till 1948.
Coaches and players were often guests at the
Dower dinner table on training nights. There
were also the famous ‘Pastie Nights’ with Kate
providing trays of home-made Cornish pasties
and boilers of milky coffee for all the team.
Arthur was so excited when the team looked like
completing the 1948 season undefeated, that he
promised to shout everyone at the club to the
pictures if they managed the feat. He kept good
his promise and a great night at the Lyric Theatre
ensued.

Arthur died suddenly, on
Saturday 30 June 1956, aged
59, of a coronary occlusion
while working alone at the
Bowling Club. There was
also a strong family history
of heart problems. His father
Frederick had also died
suddenly of a heart attack in
1927, aged only 55.
The funeral for Arthur was held on 2 July 1956
at St Mary’s Anglican Church and he was
buried at the Kangaroo Flat Cemetery. One of
the largest funerals ever held in Kangaroo Flat,
it demonstrated how well liked and respected
Arthur ‘Parky’ Dower was in the community and
how much he would be missed.

Another committee that Arthur served on, was
the War Memorial Committee. When no one
else volunteered, it was Arthur, who for years,
maintained the Soldier’s Memorial and surrounds
in High Street.
Arthur also became a trustee of the Recreation
Reserve Committee and worked tirelessly for
its betterment, serving on the committees of all
clubs involved (football, cricket, bowling and
swimming pool). Arthur was also the driving force
behind the development of a caravan park, within
the Reserve, to offset the costs of maintaining
the sporting facilities. It is believed this is how
he gained his nickname “Parky” with all of the
community, as he devoted most of his free time
to the park. At the time of his death he was the
President of the Reserve Trustees.
As a member of the Progress Association, Arthur
was also a prominent worker for the various
activities they undertook. For example, in 1946 it
was decided to hold a Back To Kangaroo Flat and
of course, Arthur was a member of the organising
committee, contributing wherever possible,
but particularly with the Sports Carnival at the
Reserve.
In 1945 the Progress Association moved to form
a Bowling Club in Kangaroo Flat. Arthur became
one of the Foundation Members of this club
and is celebrated in their history. His sporting
ability again shone through in this forum, as well
as his generosity with his time. Arthur became
the greenkeeper, working tirelessly to keep the
greens immaculate. In 1949 he was a member of
the C Grade Pennant Team and also captained
the winning Madden Fours team. Along with
other members he also found time to coach new
members of the club.
1952 saw Arthur become President of the Bowling
Club and in 1953 the Club Champion. In January
1956, Arthur was celebrated as the captain of
the victorious Royal Victorian Bowls Association
Country Week 4’s team. This win brought much
prestige to the Kangaroo Flat Bowling Club.

After his death, ‘Parky’s’ services to the Kangaroo
Flat community were recognised with the decision
to name the Recreation Reserve in his honour,
thus it became known as Dower Park. On 22
September 1962, the local MP, Clive Stoneham
opened the new entrance gates to Dower
Park reserve and Kate proudly cut the ribbon
dedicating the park to her Art’s memory.
Mr Stoneham said
The memory of Mr Dower is engraved
permanently in the minds and hearts of the people
of the community. The efforts of Mr Dower have
not gone unremembered and unrewarded. Mr
Dower had an unbelievable record of service to
the community. I hope in the years to come when
people see the memorial they will ask ‘Who was
Mr Dower?’ There will be much to tell them.
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BENDIGO COMMUNITY
HEALTH SERVICES
HAS WELCOMED THREE
NEW BOARD DIRECTORS

Abhishek Awasthi brings a wealth of experience
to the Board of Directors, particularly in cultural
diversity as a multicultural community leader for
more than 10 years.
"Health and wellbeing are very important to me,
personally and professionally. It is important that
every member of the community has equitable
access to health and wellbeing services, as
and when required. In particular, the vulnerable
members including the cultural, religious, racial
and linguistic diverse community members.
This is critical to make our communities more
inclusive, welcoming, respectful and safer," Mr
Awasthi said.

Abhishek Awasthi, Dr Mark Morley and Peter
Leersen were endorsed during the BCHS Annual
General Meeting with standing Director Josh Pell
returned.

Peter Leersen has built extensive knowledge
in the not-for-profit and community sector by
serving on community boards in the Bendigo
region for more than 25 years.

Former Board Chair Geoff Bowyer, long-serving
Board member Tom Bailey and Joolee Hughes
leave the board.

"I see the role on the BCHS Board as an
opportunity to leverage this experience and
relationships to provide continued and meaningful
improvements to the health and wellbeing of
the local community we serve, especially the
disadvantaged," Mr Leersen said.

BCHS Board Chair Vicki Pearce said the new
directors brought a wealth of knowledge and
experience to the organisation.
"It's so important to have a range of skills on our
board to ensure we can continue to develop and
improve all areas of our organisation to ensure we
deliver the best quality care for our community.
We look forward to seeing Abhishek, Mark and
Peter bringing new ideas and initiatives to our
Board," Mrs Pearce said.

Dr Mark Morley has extensive experience in
marketing and management through work with
government, the private sector and charities.
"I’m passionate about my family, my community,
and about the relentless hard work involved in
delivering solid community health outcomes
for all people – regardless of their personal

Don’t be lazy
Take your unwanted items
to the right place, not the
bush or roadsides

It’s never ok to dump your unwanted things in the bush
or on the side of a road.
If you don’t want that old mattress, those worn tyres or old furniture
then get rid of them the right way by taking them to one of the following:
• Eaglehawk Recycle Shop (at the entrance to the Eaglehawk Landfill)
• Eaglehawk Landfill
• Strathfieldsaye Transfer Station
• Goornong Transfer Station
• Heathcote Transfer Station
You might even find that some of the things you
want to get rid of will be accepted free of charge!

For more information phone 5434 6000
or visit www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

Report illegal
dumping to the
EPA by calling
1300 372 842

circumstance or background," Dr Morley said.
"Strong outcomes around health and wellbeing
are reflected in stronger communities, greater
economic and social attainment for individuals,
and a more cohesive society. To that end, I’m
interested in delivering projects and programs that
benefit the health and wellbeing of individuals,
building great support and clinical assistance
around vulnerable or marginalised people in the
community, as well as relentlessly engaging in
health promotion and education."
Mrs Pearce said while BCHS was excited to see
new faces on the Board of Directors, there was
sadness in seeing other members leave.
"Tom Bailey has served on this Board for eight
years across three terms which is the maximum
under our Constitution and his contribution
through those years has been wonderful and
something Tom should be very proud of," she
said.
"Geoff Bowyer has been truly passionate and
dedicated to improving our organisation through
his term on the Board which included time as
Chair.
"Joolee Hughes had a short term on our Board
but her skills and experience during that time was
very valuable.
"We thank Tom, Geoff and Joolee for their service
and wish them well in whatever the future holds."

Grants to support volunteer groups

Today on International
Volunteer Day the City
of Greater Bendigo
acknowledges all
volunteers in our
community and
thanks them for their
generous and vital
contribution to local
groups and the wider
community.

E!
NOW AVAILABL

The City recognises the impact of COVID-19
this year and has established Community
Group Reactivation Grants to support
initiatives that encourage the reactivation
of volunteers, members, community
participation and opportunities to increase
community connections and networks as
part of the recovery from the pandemic.
The temporary grants are available until
June 30, 2021 to incorporated not-for-profit
groups and community organisations.

For further information please phone 5434 6000, email
grants@bendigo.vic.gov.au or visit the City’s Community Grants
website at www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/communitygrants

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/communitygrants

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
Group Gatherings
Alcoholics Anonymous
8pm Sunday @ St Marys Anglican Church,
193-195 High Street Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from carpark at rear on corner Bank
St/Church St.
Enquiries 1300 22 22 22.
Bendigo Coin & Collectables Club Inc.
Meet every Friday fortnight at 7.30 pm
Venue - Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet
St. Bendigo.
New Members Welcome
Contact Andrew Palmer 0411 796 730
Bendigo Evening VIEW Club
“Voice, Interest,Education for Women”
Supporting The Smith Family by raising
funds to help disadvantaged students with
their education needs.
4th Wednesday of month at 6pm for 6.30pm
NOTE NEW TIME!
At the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club,
1c Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Meals $23.
Bookings Deidre McDougall 0419 595 674
Or for all enquiries re club Cheryl Scully
0439 316 021
Bendigo Garden Club Inc.
3RD Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the McKinnon Pavilion, no meetings during
the months of January, July, December.
Bendigo Showgrounds.
Contact: Laurelle Smith Secretary 5447 0017
New Members Always Welcome
Bendigo Gem Club Inc.
10 Galvin St. BENDIGO 3550
Email: bendigogemclubinc@gmail.com
Website: https://bendigogemclub.tidyhq.com
BGC meet Tuesdays & Thursdays
Zoom chat Wednesdays 8pm
Tuesdays
5-8.30 pm Instruction available in
silversmithing & cabochons
Thursdays
10am-4pm silversmithing, cabochons,
faceting,
mineral group.
Instruction available
GEM EXPO second weekend September
Members online shop
Silver casting
Only 10 min walk from Bendigo Station
Bendigo Legion Angling Club
7.30pm 1st Monday of the month.
The Den at Dower Park, Station Street,
Kangaroo Flat.
Bendigo Philatelic Society .
Night Meetings on the first Tuesday each
month at 7:30pm
CVGT - Corner Stanfield and Jackson Street,
Long Gully.
Daytime Meetings Wednesday after the
Tuesday night meeting 10am to 12noon
Golden Square Community Hall
9 Old High Street, Golden Square.
Contact Joy (Secretary) on 0439 473 645 or
Libby (President) on 0448 120 066
All visitors welcome.
Bendigo Positive Birthing
www.facebook.com/bendigopositivebirthing
for more details phone: 0447 453 644
Bgo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club
monthly meetings last Monday of month
7.30pm in the Y Community Hall, Lockwood
Road, opposite ALDI.
Club’s web site on www.brcac.asn.au

GROUPS & CLUBS

INCLUDE YOUR GROUP OR CLUB MEETING
TIMES BY CONTACTING FLAT MATTERS

Community Enterprise
Last Thursday of each month, 6pm, Sports
Club Dower Park

Helm Street, Kangaroo Flat
Contact: 54470204

CWA Kangaroo Flat Branch
C.W.A. Kangaroo Flat Branch
3rd Thursday of Month
1.30 pm at Uniting Church Hall,
Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Interesting speakers & Monthly Craft Day.
All Ladies Welcome - Afternoon Tea
More Details 5446-8323
Look up the web for complete overview
www.cwaofvic.org.au

Outdoor activities for boys and girls
aged 6 – 18 years old.
Please contact Group Leader
Craig Whan on 5444 4114.

Enjoy Church
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat
Details: http://enjoy.church/bendigo.
Contact: Campus Pastor Martin Oravec on
0403 266 008.
Friends of Crusoe No. 7 Park
Meet first Wednesday of every 2nd month
starting February at the Rotary Gateway Park
at 7pm, plus has working bees and activities
in the parks.
Contact the Secretary at focr7p@gmail.com
Golden Square Croquet Club
Come and Try - Every Mon and Friday from
11am. Contact Lorraine 54477511 or Don
54496332
Greater Bendigo Danceland Inc.
A Social Dance every Saturday night at 8pm.
Venue - St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall,
26 Myers St. Bendigo.
Contact Barb 5443 5380.
Heartbeat Bendigo Branch
A support group for cardiac patients, family
& friends. Fundraising for cardiac equipment
through public and social events. Meetings
held bi-monthly on 3rd Sunday. Jan, March,
May, July, Sept, Nov. 2pm at Chum Street
Uniting Church hall. Enquiries to President
Frank Ward - 5447 4545 or 0407 855 685.
Heart Foundation Walking Group –
Community Wellbeing Walkers
Every Tuesday 11.15
Meet at Lifestyle Choices, the corner of Neil
and Station street Kangaroo Flat -30 minute
walk along the Bendigo Creek Track.
All welcome contact Jennifer 0419878836
myhealth@mentoronline.com.au
Kangaroo Flat Baptist Church
“Come and Chat Group”
Knitting for missions – a welcome cuppa
and good conversations.
We support a girl in Nepal.
Enjoy good company every Monday 9.30am
till midday.
All Welcome!
Kangaroo Flat Community House
21 Woolcock Avenue, Kangaroo Flat
Ph. 5447 9687
Open Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm
Various programs including: social group,
yoga, craft, playgroup, cooking, meditation,
art, tax help, applications for NILS (No
Interest Loan Scheme)
More information on our Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/
kangarooflatcommunityhouse
Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade
Meets First Thursday of each Month.
Fire Fighter Training
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Kangaroo Flat Fire Station

Kangaroo Flat Scout Group

Lions Club
2nd Wednesday of each month, Business
meeting, Lions Club Rooms, Dower Park
– 7.00pm. 4th Wednesday of each month,
Dinner meeting at varying locations - 6pm
for 6.30pm start.
President Heather Gartside
Secretary Richard Hall 5499 6100
Maiden Gully Fire Brigade
First Tuesday of each month
Firefighter Training Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Maiden Gully Fire Station
5 Beckhams Road, Maiden Gully
Contact through www.maidengullycfa.org.au
1st Maiden Gully Scout Group
Maiden Gully Scouts meet every week
during the school term at the Maiden Gully
Scout Hall, Cnr Beckhams Rd and Calder
Hwy, Maiden Gully:
Joey Scouts (6-7yrs) Tuesday 5.30 –6.30pm
Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) Thursdays 7-8.30pm
Scouts (11-15yrs) Thursday 7-9pm)
To find out more contact Cate on
0405 381 611
Needles & Threads
Meet two Mondays of each month from
10am to 12noon. Please phone Karen for
Yearly list of dates.
Bring your knitting or crochet.
New members welcome.
Venue. St. Mary’s Anglican Church Hall,
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enquiries to Karen – Ph: 0409 188 622
Partners of Veterans Assoc
3rd Monday of the month, at 11.30am at the RSL
Playgroup for under 5’s
Every Monday during school terms
from 9:30 –11:00am, at Kangaroo Flat
Uniting Church, cnr Church & Camp Streets.
Contacts: Sheryl 0438413533
or Anne 0411 127 925
Probus Club of Kangaroo Flat (Mixed) Inc.
Every 2nd Wednesday each month 9.45am
St. Mary’s Church Complex High St, K/Flat.
Contact Bev. Blume 5443 1809. - Visitors
welcome.
RAAF Association-Bendigo Branch
1st Thursday each month February - December.
11.00 am. to 12 noon with lunch afterwards.
At Bendigo District RSL, Havilah Road, Bgo
Contact: Glenis Gordon, Secretary/Treasurer
C/- Post Office, Raywood. 3570
Phone: 5436 9293
Email: glenblairmichael@gmail.com
Membership open to ex Air Force Personnel
and their relatives.

Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat:
Meet each Monday 6pm for 6.30 start at
the Rotary Function Centre (opposite Apco).
New members welcome
www.facebook.com/rotarykangarooflat/
RSL
Contact Craig Chilver (03) 5447 8312
Meeting held at 10am on 3rd Tuesday of the
month. Light refreshments supplied.
Social Club meet 1st and 4th Tuesdays of
each month at 10.30am.
New members welcome.
Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Special Olympics Group
Pam (President) 0418 304 927
John (Ten Pin Bowling Coach)
0400 641 405
Michele (Barracudas Swim Coach)
0409 173 656
Spring Gully Dance
Dancing every Saturday night 8 - 12pm,
and Monday nights from 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Venue - Spring Gully Hall, 135 Spring Gully
Road, Bendigo
Contact Keith 5444 2953
The Little Chimps Playgroup
Commencing on the 8th October at 396
High Street Golden Square in the Seventh
Day Adventist church hall. Every Wednesday
during school term from 10:30am - 12:00pm.
Contact Kerryn Greaves 0432 354 617.
Please see enclosed a flyer for further
information.
U3A Bendigo
Life-long learning and activities for
mature aged people.
Gathering: 4th Wednesday of month.
Website: http://home.vicnet.net.
au/~u3abgo/
BLOG: http://u3a-bendigo.blogspot.com.au/
Email: u3abgo@bigpond.com
or Phone 5447 1812
Un Finished Objects Craft Group
Meets every Tuesday 10am till 2pm at 29
Bay Street, Golden Square.
$3 entry. BYO Lunch. Hot Drinks Provided.
Ladies, come along for fun and friendship
and work on your current project or start a
new one.
The group contributes to Asian Aid and
The Biggest Morning Tea.
Further Details: Janine 5409 2894 or
Shirley 5449 6893.
Volaire Calisthenics
Maiden Gully
Classes: Recreational and competitive
teams. For participants age 3 and over.
Contact Volaire for class times.
Phone: 0437 343 656
Y’s Service Club (Women)
2nd Tuesday of the month, contact
0409 179 485 for venue details
Y Service Club of Bendigo South
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Y’s
Clubrooms, Lockwood Rd. at 12 noon.
Y Service Club of Kangaroo Flat
every Wednesday at 6.30pm Y Community
Hall. Lockwood Rd opposite ALDI.
ph 5447 1587
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Dja Dja Wurrung Corporation promised funds in
2020-21 state budget for cultural hub
Funding for a Dja Dja Wurrung multipurpose
cultural hub in Bendigo was among the
promises for the region announced in
Tuesday's state budget.
The hub is expected to provide a space for
business, the corporation's operations, and
sharing culture, language, performance and
art.
Chair Trent Nelson said it would be a
tremendous occasion to open a centre that
was the Dja Dja Wurrung's, so the corporation
could go forward and do business on country
professionally.
Photo courtesy Bendigo Advertiser.: Dja Dja
Wurrung Corporation chair Trent Nelson.

A new cultural hub for the Dja
Dja Wurrung Corporation is
set to take its dreams forward,
centralising its business and
sharing its culture with the
entire community.

also share that with our community and local
state government agencies that come and
talk to us and create partnerships.
"It's also really important that it's an
opportunity for tourism to share in our culture
and what we do, as a hub."
Mr Nelson said the cultural hub was both a
cultural hub for the Dja Dja Wurrung people
and the corporation as a business.
He said office space, laboratory space for
natural resource management, would sit
alongside opportunities for sharing language,
culture, art, artefacts and objects.

Mr Nelson said the project would push forward
aspirations for future generations of Dja Dja
Wurrung people and build a partnership with
the wider community.

Mr Nelson said the hub became necessary
because the Dja Dja Wurrung Corporation's
business had expanded, while it remained
spread over country for several years.

"It's an opportunity to share in the culture,
share in the language, have opportunities for
our own people to set up small businesses
...then also having natural resource
management team under the one roof," Mr
Nelson said.

The corporation's next step will be to find
out how much funding they had secured and
identify options for land to build the centre.

"We can all work together as one, and we can

Beginners’ Golf Clinic
at
Belvoir Park Golf Club, Belvoir Park Rd, Ravenswood.

A five week series
to learn the basics of golf.

Mr Nelson said a concept architectural plan
had already been signed off. He said planning
and development for the centre would
hopefully start in 2021.

Kangaroo Flat
‘END of SEASON’

Markets

are held quarterly on the LAST SATURDAY
in Summer, Autumn, Winter & Spring.
---------------------------MARKETS in 2021 will be held on

27th FEBRUARY
29th MAY
28th AUGUST
27th NOVEMBER
(And then, come and play on Friday mornings during Term 2, 3 & 4 – conditions apply.)

Instruction by… Paul Powell, PGA Professional
9:30 am – 10:30 am followed by “Coffee and Cake”
Fridays… 19th & 26th Feb, 5th, 12th & 19th March, 2021
$50 for the series
Contact Brenda Savy, 0418 317 429

@ Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church
(opposite ALDI) from 8am – 1pm
Market Stall & Car Boot Sites are available
Contact Max on 5443 1809
or blume_m@bigpond.com for site bookings

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
48 years Industry Experience

CWA KANGAROO FLAT BRANCH
We invite local women to join our Branch for fun, friendship and community service.

Established 1971 / Rec 12281

Postal: PO Box 1217, Kangaroo Flat, 3555
Email: office@mcclureelectrical.com.au
Phone:

5447 2691

Rural
Domestic
Commercial
& Industrial

As meetings are not back to normal yet, please contact Greta on 5443 4803 for
meeting information.
In September next year, the Branch will be celebrating their 70-year Birthday with a Reunion of
past and present members. Please contact Greta on 5443 4803 if interested.
As there was no Melbourne Show this year, scones were sold from Pop Up Shops all over Victoria
on October 17 to try and beat the Scone Record of 15,565. A fantastic total of 13, 225 we sold
on the day.
This month, Kangaroo Flat member June Reid celebrated her 90th Birthday. June is one of the
longest serving and better-known members of the CWA Bendigo Northern Group. June has held
most office bearing positions at Branch and Group Level. June served as CWA State President
of Victoria from 1995-7 and has been on a
wide range of State Council Committees. She
has been a delegate and leader at the World
Conference of the Associated Countrywomen
of the World and has attended many South
Pacific Area Conferences as both observer
and delegate. June was awarded an Order
of Australia Medal in 2015 and is also a Life
member of the Bendigo Northern Group.
For more information or enquiries see
CWAbendigonortherngroup on Facebook for
updates about meetings and functions.
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TABLE MATTERS EXHIBITION OPENS AT THE LIVING
ARTS SPACE
A new exhibition celebrating the art of dining will officially open at the Living Arts Space in the Bendigo
Visitor Centre.
To celebrate the opening of Table Matters, the Visitor Centre will host an exhibition opening and
Christmas shopping event for the community on Thursday December 3, from 5pm to 7pm.
Numbers will be monitored at the door to ensure compliance with COVID-19 restrictions. No booking
is required.

Michael Keena, Managing Director
Bachelor of Business (Accounting)
Graduate Diploma of Taxation,
Diploma of Financial Planning, FCPA
1/227 Barnard Street, Bendigo 3550
Tel: (03) 5444 0700 Fax: (03) 5444 0600
Mail: P O Box 1206, Kangaroo Flat 3555
Email: michael.keena@kjaaccountants.com.au

Table Matters features the work of ceramists Sharon Alpren, Cassandra Hanssen and Emma Jimson,
who have come together with Libertine Florists to ‘set the table’ in the Living Art Space.
Visitor Services Manager Jemma Docherty said the exhibition showcased the experience and
ceremony of sharing a meal.
“Table Matters features a breath-taking floral installation which sets the scene to appreciate the
ceramicists’ skill in realising the texture, aesthetic and form of beautiful objects,” Ms Docherty said
“We look forward to welcoming visitors to this new exhibition and checking out the Uniquely Bendigo
store to purchase some fantastic local made Christmas presents too.”
The exhibition will run until January 31, 2021. The Living Arts Space is in the Bendigo Visitor Centre,
51-67 Pall Mall Bendigo.
Open 9am to 5pm, 7 days a week. Closed Christmas Day.

195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat

5447 0927

Brian and Lyn Leidle
your local funeral directors.
www.mountalexanderfunerals.com

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters
KANGAROO FLAT UNITING
CHURCH – SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE
The Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church has been
the lucky recipient of a $1,900 grant from the
Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise to help with
the purchase of a defibrillator.

“The Enterprise is such a supportive group and
this funding will be so useful in ensuring the safety
of all people who use our facility.
We area a very active, growing and dynamic group
within the local community and outside of our
Sunday worships offer:
• Playgroups;
• An Emergency Relief Care Program;

KFCE Grants Manager Anne Jones said the
Enterprise was delighted to be able to provide
funding to the Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church for
this purpose. Defibrillators save lives.

• Social and community craft groups;

“We have funded many defibrillators for
community groups and are keen to support more.”

For more information phone 5447 9998 or email
kangarooflatunitingc@gmail.com

Sheryl Lewien from Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church
said she was delighted to accept the funding.

Photo: Anne Jones presents a grant cheque to
Sheryl Lewien.

• Community lunches; and
• The Kangaroo Flat Community Market

Helm Street
Kangaroo Flat
5406 1200
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

A LIGHTER SIDE OF BOWLS
I walked into the bank the
other day with my mask
on, the teller at first thought
I was a robber, then she
looked again and burst
out laughing... I had a
Collingwood mask on!
We’re so used to them
these days that I’m starting
to get attached to mine!
When all this is over, there will be millions of
them, in our pockets, hanging on our gearsticks,
clogging up our rubbish tips and sewers.
One bloke from our Kangaroo Flat bowling club
suggested that they could be used for bras for
the girls and jock straps for the boys!
Playing sport with a mask on is very difficult in
more ways than one. In bowls, one has to wear a
cap, sunglasses, carry a towel, chalk, measuring
tape, Grippo and of course a mask!
Everything is packed into a bag including lunch and
drinks. Gary, a regular bowler has a bag so large
that he uses it as a swag when he goes camping!

Medical practice
(GPs at four sites)
Men’s health
Women’s health
Allied health (including
podiatry, chronic disease
and respiratory
management)
Child and family services
Settlement services
Sexual health

Bowls are quite large, but they still go missing.
After a game one Saturday Barry couldn’t find
all his bowls, one was missing. After weeks of
looking for it, he gave up and purchased a new
set. The missing bowl was found in the creek a
few months later. It must have been one heck of
a drive! Another bowler lost his bag containing
everything, but it was found a week later in his
wife’s car.

If there is anyone interested in trying out the
game, give the club a ring on 5447 7300 or email
kfbc@optusnet.com.au, it could change your life.
Roger Burns

•
•
•

Counselling and
mental health
Alcohol and other
drugs treatment and
withdrawal programs
NDIS services
My Aged Care services
Connect with us at
www.bchs.com.au

David Griffin

Franchise Owner

Clark Rubber Bendigo

6-32 Marong Road
Bendigo Vic 3550
Telephone: 03 5442 2844
Facsimile: 03 5442 2108
bendigo@clarkrubber.com.au
www.clarkrubber.com.au

These days bowls come in every colour under
the rainbow. Gone are the days when bowlers
wore all white and the bowls were black. On
any social day the greens are a sea of colour.
I’ve seen some ladies arrive wearing fashions
directly from the catwalk! Even the blokes strive
to look their best and bowl with psychedelic, eye
blurring bowls.
But lawn bowls is great fun, winning or losing
is just part of the game. A cool drink after a
pleasant day bowling and chatting with your
opponent and others makes it a terrific game.

•

ADVERTISEMENT

Listening Post held in Castlemaine last
Friday of the Month 10am to 2pm.
Please phone for appointment.
16 Lockwood Road, Kangaroo Flat Vic 3555
Ph: 5410 2444

www.mareeedwards.com.au
Authorised by M Edwards

Funded from Parliamentary Budget

KANGAROO FLAT
LIONS CLUB

Christmas Cakes are now
available at the following
locations:

Lions Christmas Cakes are an
important fundraising project
of the Kangaroo Flat Lions
Club. Funds raised are donated
to projects that benefit the
community locally, nationally or
internationally.

• Kangaroo Flat Post Office

ADVERTISE HERE FOR

• B
 endigo Bank Kangaroo
Flat

JUST

• Golden Square Post Office
Make your Christmas better
with a Lions Christmas cake.

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

VENUE FOR HIRE
ROTARY FUNCTION CENTRE
We want your articles! If you have an up coming
event or community related news, please email us a
short article and photo!

Contact: flatmtrs@kfce.com.au
Email your pictures and articles to:
flatmtrs@kfce.com.au by the 14th of the month for
the following months publication

Gateway Park, High Street, Kangaroo Flat
• Seating up to 100 people
• Commercial kitchen, bar available
• Parties, Weddings, Training
Groups

www.rotaryclubofkangarooflat.org for details
Venue also available for community groups
Ph: 0407 496 091.

Venue for hire at RSL STATION ST, KANGAROO FLAT
• Robust kitchen, disabled amenities available
• Seating for up to 80 people. • Available to Community Groups and Clubs.
Contact President. Phone: 5447 8312.

NEW ROOS LEADER

Local sporting identity, Leigh Bailey
is the new President of the Kangaroo
Flat Football Netball Club.

The new Roos leader has told FLAT MATTERS
that he is very excited to take on the Presidency
and he feels very positive and enthusiastic about
the future direction of the club.
"Being a born and bred Kangaroo Flat person and
passionate about our Football Netball Club, I look
forward to giving back to our great Club.
After 3 years at the helm, Scott Mitchell, who has
done a fantastic job in strengthening the club
both on and off the field, has stepped down from
the role. What’s been put in place by his efforts,
will ensure we continue on a path that will make
us a stronger club.
We have a really positive committee in place, not
only has Carl Roberts stepped up into the role
as Vice President, he is also our U18’s coach.

New Secretary is John Meagher.

Paul Costigan will continue as Treasurer with
Todd Newman as the Junior Club President.
Scott Mitchell will continue on the committee
as well as Leeanne Mitchell, Bryce Allison, who
have both worked tirelessly for the club in various
capacities.
New to the committee is Liam O’Keefe, who will
still be playing, it’s great to see some youth on
board to bring fresh Ideas.
The Men’s Football is headed up by our Senior
Coach, James Flaherty who brings a wealth of
knowledge and experience to the club, having
played VFL and previously coaching Rochester
in the GVFNL, being named GVFNL Senior coach
of the year in 2019.

Our Netballers are once again led by Jayden
Cowling as the A Grade Coach, Jayden has done
a terrific job at the helm, ensuring that Kangaroo
Flat Netball is as strong as ever.
The B Grade Coach will be long serving stalwart,
Nina Cass, with Kate Newman coaching the B
Reserve team.
New to the Club is Kath Schmidt taking on the
coaching role of the Under 17’s.

Craig O’Hara will be the Reserves coach with
Carl Roberts in charge of the U18’s.

Veronica Roberts is the Junior Development
netball coach.

The Women’s Football team will again be coached
by Mark Hull.

The Netballers look forward to a strong 2021
season.’’

GOLF NUMBERS GROW
The number of people playing the sport
of golf has risen significantly during the
Covid 19 pandemic.
Golf was one of the few sports that could
be played through most of the year and
with some modifications like no rakes in
bunkers and pins not being removed on
the putting green the game went on.
In many cases clubs reported increased
green fee numbers, whilst the biggest
boost came in club memberships
nationally.
Golf Australia has released a report
compiled by Golf Business Advisory
Services which reveals that the sport is on
track to record its biggest rise since 1989.
Key factors reveal that the golfing
industry is enjoying a boom in rounds
demand, and this boom in many cohorts
that are key to the industry’s long-term
health.
It was noted that both internationally
and locally, the demand does create a
wonderful opportunity for the industry.

The challenge at the facility level is to
ensure this demand continues to grow to
be the ‘’new normal.’’
In the Golf Australia report, which
included the annual club participation
report we saw key findings including
member demand increasing for the first
time in 21 years and total competition
rounds were also up significantly.
Data from the Golflink database
revealed average member frequency
had increased by 3% to 31 rounds per
member per year.
THE KEY FINDING:
‘’There’s no question the leading driver of
golf’s nationwide surge is less resource
competition – fewer commitments, fewer
trips, fewer available activities, and fewer
ways to spend disposable income.
There have been other transient factors
too, like favourable weather, and
perhaps even a pandemic induced need
for mental and physical escape.’’
Yes = The sport of Golf is in a good
space!

Want to receive Flat Matters by Email each month? Subscribe today at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au

