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We all live in a great region and as 
we start a new year it is important 
that we continue to strive to make 
our town a great place to live work 
and play.
Over the last year there have been many 
challenges for us all and the Kangaroo Flat 
Community Enterprise is eager to see that 
2021 is a year in which we can continue to 
support our region and future projects, and we 
look forward to making a valuable contribution 
in shaping a vibrant community.

Chairman of the Kangaroo Flat Community 
Enterprise, Geoff Bowyer encourages all 
groups across our region to look for special 
projects and seek financial assistance from the 
Enterprise.

“Since 2007, the Kangaroo Flat Community 
Enterprise has been able to provide funding of 
more than $600,000 to a variety of community 
groups, sporting clubs, district schools and 
local organisations to help make their chosen 
projects become a reality. The grant process 
is simple and the KFCE encourages all not for 
profit community groups to let us know about 
the projects you are keen to progress and to 
discuss the grant application process.

The very first grant provided by KFCE was 
for $3,000 in 2009 to Saint Monica’s Primary 
School to enable a large shade sail to be built in 
which to conduct the school assembly. 

Along the journey the Kangaroo Flat Community 
Enterprise has been able to financially assist 
many organisations throughout the Kangaroo 
Flat, Golden Square, Lockwood, Lockwood 

South, Big Hill, Marong and Maiden Gully 
region. Whether we are assisting financially 
to the renovation of the Bendigo Community 
Theatre Company or helping finance new 
canoes for the Kangaroo Flat Scout Group 
or distributing lifesaving defib units to all the 
schools in our region, the Enterprise has been 
there in a time of need. 

Financial assistance has seen solar lighting 
installed along the community walking trail in 
Kangaroo Flat; lighting installed at Dower Park 
as well as the Marist Oval in Maiden Gully. The 
Enterprise also contributed $100,000 as part 
of their commitment to help raise $1 million 
towards the Gurri Wanyarra Centre, which 
was opened in October 2018 and has been a 
fantastic new facility for all the region to enjoy.

We are very proud of the relationships 
developed with our major business partners 
Bendigo Bank and Bendigo Community 
Telco. By promoting the use of these and 
other business partners for the services they 
provide, the KFCE receives a commission from 
the business that is tagged by the customer as 
being a supporter of the Community Enterprise. 

So just by doing something as simple as our 
day to day banking we can generate money for 
much needed community projects.

The next time you call in to your local branch, 
pledge your support to the Kangaroo Flat 
Community Enterprise and help make good 
ideas happen!

If you have a community project that needs 
support, let us know. For more information 
contact a committee member or visit www.
kfce.com.au 

BUILDING A  BUILDING A  
STRONGERSTRONGER  
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

1.  Gowns for Doctors $3,000 

2.   New netball courts and cricket 
practice nets at Dower Park $15,000

3.    Marong Cricket Club newly 
branded sun smart shirts $2,000

4.   The Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church 
defibrillator $1,900

5   Karinya Garden Men’s Shed $1,200

6.   Solar Lighting along the Bendigo 
Creek $50,000

7.   Bendigo Community Theatre 
Company upgrade $3,000

8.   The Gianna Centre take home 
packs for families $1,500

9.   Rotary Club new BBQ trailer $5,000

10.   Impact Recovery equipment for 
residential homes $1,000

11.   Belvoir Park Golf Club shed and 
golf buggies $10,000

12.   Fortuna Fire Brigade Group 
defibrillator $1,000

13.   Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre 
$100,000
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28A BALMORAL DRIVE, 
GOLDEN SQUARE
Private tours available, 
call to arrange yours today!
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by Meredith, KFCH Coordinator.

As I sit to write the Kangaroo Flat Community House 
February Flat Matters article, my mind is full of 
everything and nothing at the same time! Thoughts 
about plans and programs for the Community House 
for 2021, shopping lists and meal ideas for home, 
memories of last year, questions on what this year 
will hold, the amazing variety of weather we’ve had 
in the past week, sounds of my dogs snoring, my 
cat demanding to be fed and just overall busyness. 

But it’s in this chaos I remember a comment I heard 
earlier this week about being caught up in the “daily 
grind” and realise that’s exactly what I’m doing. I’m 
going through the motions of life rather that enjoying 
the moments. 

Last year certainly didn’t help on that front. 

Personally my 2020 was a bit like a roller coaster 
ride (which I don’t usually go on). At first glance the 
ride seemed to only be the downs. These included 
a number of losses including my Father in Law, a 

couple of Uncles, 
an Aunty, a close 
family friend, and 
then my own Father. 
It would be so easy 
to just think of the 
lows. But if I stop 
and really think for 
a moment, I also 
remember the ups. 
The many, many 
bush walks with my 
family and dogs, 
the jigsaw puzzles 

we completed, watching the sunrise, the 
kitchen reno (still going…), the trips to the beach 
(when we were allowed), my 50th birthday, and the 
time I was able to spend with my Father before he 
passed.

As I prepare for the year ahead, and reopening the 
Community House for the year, I could get caught 
up in the routine. The emails, the time at my desk, 
the never ending washing, cooking and cleaning 
at home, those “daily grind” activities. But this 

year I choose to face them with a sense of 
excitement, opportunity and gratefulness. 

I remember WHY I do this job, rather than 
WHAT I do. Three years ago I chose to be 
a community house coordinator because 
I want to help others to be the best they 
can be, and that’s what important, not the 
emails or paperwork. It’s the people, the 
opportunities, the moments: the times I can 
help someone apply for the NILS loan for a 
new computer that will help them connect 
with distant friends; the cuppa and chats 
I have with community members who just 
want a change of scenery from their own 
house; the opportunity to see amazing 
Artwork that the Art Group do each week; 
watching the growth of the Community 
Garden and then using the produce in 
our cooking classes; and the opportunity 
to celebrate the Community Houses 
35th birthday in September this year.  

So if there’s something you’d like to 
learn, if you have a skill you’d like to 
share, or if you’re just looking to get 
out of the house, I invite you to come 
along to the Kangaroo Flat Community 
House and share some moments. 
Remember it’s all of these moments, 
both the ups and the downs, that 
really make a life. 

I hope to see you soon.

KANGAROO FLAT COMMUNITY HOUSE

KFCH 2021 TERM 1 PLANNER 
(SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

Mondays
10-12  CCG (Coffee Chatter Gather) 

•      An opportunity to get social over a cuppa, 
bring a friend or meet new friends.

Tuesdays
10 – 1  Cooking Classes (commencing mid Feb)

•     A six week program to help learn some new 
skills and healthy recipes on a budget.

Wednesdays
9:30-10:30   Walk and Talk group

•     Come for a walk with friends, and talk about 
anything!

Thursdays
10-12  Art Group

•     Come for the art, enjoy the company. BYO Art 
project, be it painting or drawing.

Also available:
•     Community Assist program - We are here for 

our community, so drop in to get access to a 
computer or internet; use the phone; fill out 
forms; or just to say hello.

•     No Interest Loan Scheme (NILS) applications 
– we can help you apply for a loan of up to 
$1500* with no interest for a variety of uses 

including a new fridge or washing machine. 
(*eligibility conditions apply)

•     Community Garden program – come help out 
in the garden, and enjoy the fresh produce.

Kangaroo Flat Community House 
21 Woolcock Ave, Kangaroo Flat
0490 023 687
Email: coordinatorkfch@bigpond .com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
kangarooflatcommunityhouse/

Website:  
www.kangarooflatcommunitygroup.com

ENJOY THE MOMENTS 
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The City of Greater Bendigo’s popular Summer in the Parks series is back, 
with all upcoming outdoor cinema and music events to be held at the 
Bendigo Botanic Gardens Garden for the Future. 

To ensure everyone can enjoy Summer in the Parks in a COVID-safe way 
and to help manage crowd numbers, attendees are asked to:

-   Book a free ticket online at www.bendigoregion.com.au/explore-
bendigo/events/bendigo-summer-in-the-parks-tickets

-   Enter via designated gates and show your ticket (everyone attending 
will need their own, separate ticket)

-   Observe marked areas for physical distancing. Hand sanitiser will 
be available

-   You do not need to wear a mask outdoors, but you do need to carry 
one with you

Numbers for each event have been capped at 350 and tickets will be 
available online up until 4pm on the Friday of each event. Tickets cannot 
be purchased at the gate.

City Manager Tourism and Major Events Terry Karamaloudis thanked the 
community for its understanding. 

“We have a great program planned and look forward to screening fun, 
family-friendly movies and showcasing a range of talented local musicians 
over the months of January, February and March,” Mr Karamaloudis said. 

“We encourage attendees to bring along a picnic 
rug, chairs and their favourite picnic food, and come 
together with family and friends for some wonderful free 
entertainment. 

“In order to host Summer in the Parks this year, we are 
having to do some things differently to keep people COVID-safe. We 
chose the Garden for the Future as it is an easy location to best track 
crowd numbers and safely manage people entering and exiting the venue. 

“We will also have additional staff and security to ensure social distancing 
is maintained.

SUMMER IN THE PARKS RETURNS WITH COVID-SAFE CHANGES

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/contact

Customer Service 
Centres are now open!

City of Greater Bendigo’s Customer Service Centres at Hopetoun 
Street, Bendigo and High Street, Heathcote have reopened to 
the public. Some counter services will be delivered differently 
to meet health and social distancing guidelines. 
Only a limited number of customers can queue in the reception areas, which may 
result in a longer wait during peak times.

If you wish to meet a specialist staff member in Planning, Building, Environmental 
Health, Engineering or Local Laws, please book an appointment first by phoning 
Customer Support to ensure a staff member is available on site.

Customers can only pay by EFTPOS or cheque at our Customer Service counters. 
Cash is no longer accepted. Customers who prefer to pay by cash are advised to 
refer to other payment options on their invoice.

Customers are encouraged to call our friendly Customer Support staff first on 5434 
6000 to help with enquiries and payments over the phone. It might save you a visit!

IMAGINE GREATER BENDIGO
Imagine Greater Bendigo 30 years from now. 
What do you see?
That is what the City of Greater Bendigo is asking residents as it launches 
Imagine Greater Bendigo – an opportunity for residents to help shape an 
exciting future for our city and region.

All feedback received as part of this project will help Council prepare a 
new community vision and Council Plan, Financial Plan, and Municipal 
Public Health and Wellbeing Plan by October 2021. An Asset Plan will also 
be developed in 2022.

This is important work and a requirement of the new Local Government Act 
(2020) and Public Health and Wellbeing Act (2008).

To kick-start the consultation process, residents are being asked 
two questions:

What makes Greater Bendigo a great place to live 
now?

What would make Greater Bendigo an even better 
place to live 30 years from now?

Mayor Cr Jennifer Alden said she looked forward to receiving the 
community’s feedback.

“We all want to live in a community where we can enjoy the best possible 
quality of life, so this is your chance to imagine a Greater Bendigo that has 
everything you, your family, friends and community need to succeed, be 
well and happy,” Cr Alden said.

“In 2020 we watched a dangerous and devastating bushfire season unfold, 
experienced the life-changing impacts of COVID-19, and saw people 
around the world have their strongest conversation yet about racial and 
other inequalities.

“It was certainly a year where many of us evaluated what was most important 
to us and got us thinking ‘life’s too short’.

“So as the world continues to change and Greater Bendigo changes with 
it, now is the time to plan for our future and consider how we will look after 
our environment, create a more inclusive community, learn to adapt to new 
technology, grow our economy and build our resilience to global events.

“The consultation process has been divided into three stages, so there will 
be plenty of opportunities for people to share their thoughts in ways that 
best suit them, including through a survey, listening posts and a community 
art project, Imagine it – Draw it!, where drawing tables will be set up in key 
locations and residents can draw their vision of the future.

“All feedback received will help Council to invest in projects and services 
that support your overall wellbeing. So have your say and tell us what a 
future Greater Bendigo looks like to you.”

To complete the community survey and for more information on all 
consultation opportunities for Imagine Greater Bendigo, visit the City’s 
new online engagement platform  www.letstalkgreaterbendigo.com.
au/imagine   



Garry Phillips
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ABN 55 990 196 279
P.O. Box 77, Lockwood South, Vic 3551  

Lot 34 Wildcherry Road, Lockwood South 
Telephone/Fax 03 5435 3148  Mobile 0407 349 372

Email: stevenlacey5@bigpond.com 
Local, InterstateStorage available 

No job too big or smallNSW, QLD, Victoria and Melbourne  
Packing materials available

REMOVALS
ABN 55 990 196 279

P.O. Box 77, Lockwood South, Vic 3551 
Lot 34 Wildcherry Road, Lockwood South

Telephone/Fax 03 5435 3148
Mobile 0407 349 372

Email: stevenlacey5@bigpond.com 

Local, Interstate

Storage available

No job too big or small

NSW, QLD, Victoria and 

Melbourne 

Packing materials available

Date

Name

Pick up address

TAX INVOICE

Delivery address

 Removal  Price $

 Deposit Payment Amount Required $

   Total Paid $

Customers signature: Drivers signature:

Cash  Cheque 	 EFTPOS  

      Total Payable (incl GST) $

 Paid  Unpaid 

TERMS & CONDITIONS READ REVERSE SIDE
WHITE COPY: CUSTOMER    GREEN COPY: OFFICE 

 Quotation

 Quoted Total:  $

 Miscellaneous Charges

 Quoted Total:  $

 Hourly Rate $ For  Staff

 Start time Finish time

 Total Hours Total $

 Storage

 Pick up date 

 Storage Price Weekly $

   Monthly $

 Paid from date to date

  Amount Paid $

STORAGE TO BE PAID (4) FOUR WEEKS IN ADVANCE

Banking Details 

Bendigo Bank 

Stanyer’s Removals 

BSB 633 000 

A/C 121884316

REMOVALS
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Member for Bendigo West, Maree Edwards MP announced Golden Square Kindergarten will 
receive a total of $910,291 in state government funding to boost kindergarten places and 
improve facilities. 

Golden Square Kindergarten is also planning on delivering a three- year- old kindergarten 
program and plans to build on a further classroom to increase capacity by at least 66 places. 
These works include:

•  Removal of current storage sheds and portable room. 

•  Car park planned to be placed on the adjacent block.

•   The new portable building will include-: An educators planning room, meeting room/Lunch 
room, administration office, new classroom for 3 year old’s, toilets, change area. paint/art 
clean-up sink area, new fencing and paving.

The state government has provided $750,000 towards this project cost of $937,000 with the 
Golden Square Kindergarten contributing $187,000.

Golden Square Kindergarten also has plans to completely refurbish their outdated toilet block 
and mains power with the Andrews state government providing $160,291 towards this $170,291 
project with the kinder contributing the remaining $10,000.

Maree Edwards says the Victorian Budget 2020/21 will invest a further $38.5 million into the 
Building Blocks grants program, which offers early childhood providers funding towards building, 
expanding, improving and creating more inclusive early learning facilities.

 “Creating more places for children to attend kindergarten and ensuring they can access the 
best facilities across Victoria is vital to ensuring a world-class education in the early years. The 
evidence is clear that two years are better than one when it comes to early learning, which is why 
we are investing millions across Victoria to ensure every child has a place. This investment will 
mean Golden Square children can access high quality kinder close to home.”

GOLDEN SQUARE KINDER UPGRADE

ADVERTISE HERE FOR 

JUST $50 $50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

KANGAROO FLAT COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE  
meeting dates for 2021 

The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise (KFCE) is a not for profit community 
company, formed by residents of Kangaroo Flat and Districts to provide community 

input and resources into local initiatives, programs and facilities.

Meetings are held Meetings are held on a monthly basis at 6pm at the  
Kangaroo Flat Sports Club and dates for this year are:

February 25 • March 25 • April 29 • May 27 • June 24 • July 29 
August 26 • September 30 • October 28 • November 25

It would be great if we could get some more community minded people come on board 
to be part of our enthusiastic committee in 2021. Participants get great satisfaction in 

seeing new projects come to fruition across our community. 

If you are interested contact us at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au 
505 H igh St reet ,  Golden Square

Phone:  5447 0557



Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters 
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A BENDIGO man says he is disappointed to 
see rubbish dumping on a popular piece of 
bushland.

Ian Logan discovered several loads of dumped 
furniture this week, in the Golden Square 
bushland where he walks his dog.

Mr Logan said it was a pity to see the rubbish 
dumped in such a beautiful area.

Some of the items even appeared to be in 

relatively good condition, he said.

The bushland is not public parkland, but Mr 
Logan said he frequently walked through the 
land, which is not fenced off.

He said others from the area also sometimes 
walked through the site.

Mr Logan said he first noticed the rubbish while 
walking his dog on Monday morning, which 
meant the material would have been dumped 
on Saturday night or Sunday.

He said it appeared to be 
at least three or four trailer 
loads worth of waste.

Given the volume of materials dumped Mr 
Logan said he believed it would have come 
from someone local to the Golden Square area 
or surrounds.

Several couches, two mattresses, at least 

two armchairs, a suitcase on wheels and 
miscellaneous furniture had been dumped in 
three locations throughout the bushland. 

Mr Logan said it was disappointing to see the 
attitude behind the dumping, especially as he 
believed it came from someone who was a local 
to the area.

"It's just a nice quiet spot, it's not a dumping 
ground," he said.

The Environment Protection Authority estimates 
illegal disposal of waste costs Victoria about 
$30 million a year.

Televisions, e-waste, furniture and mattresses, 
industrial waste, construction and demolition 
materials, garden waste, packaging and old 
cars are among items frequently disposed of 
illegally in Victoria.

Community members can report instances 
of illegal waste disposal to the Environment 
Protection Authority on 1300 372 842 or online 
at: bit.ly/2Y2scGN.

RUBBISH DUMPED IN GOLDEN SQUARE – 
DISAPPOINTING

Firstly, KFFB would like to wish everyone a 
Happy New Year. We hope you had a great and 
safe Christmas and New Year period. What a 
year 2020 was for everyone, and definitely one 
to forget.

As we are in the Summer period (albeit the recent 
cold weather), fire restrictions are very much still 
in place. We want to make everyone aware that 
these restrictions are in place for a reason. The 
fuel loads within bushland and grassland is very 
dry and makes fires much easier to start and 
spread very quickly.

Fire Restrictions are put in place once the Fire 
Danger Period is declared, and go through until 
April or May, depending on conditions.

If you are unsure of what restrictions are, feel free 
to visit the CFA Website for more details at:

www.cfa.vic.gov.au
One again, we wish you a very happy new year, 
and we hope 2021 is much better.

KANGAROO FLAT FIRE BRIGADE

The Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade has 
proudly served the Kangaroo Flat 
community as a 100% volunteer  

brigade since 1873.

est 1873

VOLUNTEERS
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KANGAROO FLAT 
LIBRARY – CELEBRATE 
AND EXPLORE 
At last Kangaroo Flat Library is in the position 
to be to celebrate our exciting new Library with 
an official opening! As part of this, we will be 
celebrating the creation and installation of a 
stunning bespoke artwork created by young 
local indigenous artist – Daikota Nelson.

Goldfields Libraries acknowledge and celebrate 
the First Nations people and the Dja Dja 
Wurrung people as traditional owners of the 
land on which Kangaroo Flat Library stands. 
Kangaroo Flat Library is a modern repository of 
knowledge, storytelling and connection for the 
local community. This piece of local Aboriginal 
art recognizes the ancient and ongoing power 
of language and culture in a modern space and 
reflects upon the importance of celebrating 
knowledge, storytelling and learning today.

Part of the artwork includes the story behind 
the picture and what it shows us.  If you haven’t 
seen it yet, pop in and have a look!

Our opening celebration is on Saturday 
February20, 2021.  We will be doing it all safely 
of course, under a Covid Plan.  There will be 
activities throughout the morning (9.30am-
12.30pm) and tours of our fabulous new spaces. 
If you haven’t been to our new Library yet or even 
if you have – join us to celebrate and explore! 

We have also keenly felt the loss of our 
Storytimes in the past difficult year, as we know 
you have too. Now we are looking forward to 
bringing Storytime and Baby Rhyme Time back 
to our young patrons as safely as possible. We 
hope to start them as soon as we can in the new 
school year! Give us a call in February (5447 
8344) or keep an eye on the Kangaroo Flat 
Library Facebook page, or our website ncgrl.vic.
gov.au to know what is happening.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

NEW SHADE PAVILION 
DESIGN PROPOSED FOR 
HARGREAVES MALL
The City of Greater Bendigo has unveiled 
a shade structure design proposal for 
Hargreaves Mall. 

The structure received funding in the 
2020/2021 Budget and is a priority action of 
the Transforming the City Centre Action Plan 
adopted in 2018, with the aim to provide greater 
sun protection in the Mall and encourage year-
round use. 

Mayor Cr Jennifer Alden said significant 
consultation with the community and traders 
had taken place over the past four years to 
look at ways to improve the Mall.

“We asked for and listened to a wide range of 
suggestions and feedback from the community 
and businesses on how to make the Mall more 
appealing and we’ve taken on board the most 
popular recurring themes for improvement,” Cr 
Alden said.

“The community has clearly told us they want 
to see more ‘shade, colour, softness and 
activity’ in the Mall, and this beautiful design 
will help to do just that and provide year-round 
weather protection as well.

“We’ve also consulted with businesses in the 
Mall on the structure’s design and I am pleased 
to say there has been overwhelming support.

“Many businesses described the softness and 
curves of the structure as ‘warm, welcoming 
and inviting’, and expect it will have a positive 
impact on the vibrancy of the Mall and retail 
trade.

“The City is working hard on a range of 
measures to not only improve public safety 
but also to attract more people, more often 
to the city centre by hosting events, ensuring 
high quality amenities, and attracting and 
supporting businesses.

“The structure will not only create a cooler 
environment in summer but will enable the 
Mall to be used year-round for a wide range 

of events such as markets, fun days and live 
music performances.”

The structure’s curved wooden shape is made 
from natural, sustainably-sourced materials. 
Panels are laser cut to provide a dappled effect 
on the ground, like the dappled shade cast by 
a tree, and create a softer welcoming space. 
Rainfall will be captured and channelled into 
the Mall’s subsurface irrigation system to 
water trees and landscaping.  

The size and scale of the structure was 
determined by funding allocated in the 
2020/2021 Budget. Although there were 
ambitions for a larger structure, the proposed 
design and future plans for stage 2 works 
reflect Council’s desire to remain on budget 
while delivering a new, cohesive and modern 
look for the Mall. 

Stage two of the project will include new 
streetscape and landscaping, including new 
permanent public seating, low-level stage 
for outdoor performances and additional 
greenery, however this is subject to a future 
Budget allocation. 

Development of stage two is also in response 
to consultation with community members and 
traders and will replace the temporary pop-up 
park, which will be removed as part of installing 
the new structure. While the pop-up park has 

been hugely successful, it is now reaching the 
end of its two-year life span.  

“This is an exciting project and we’ve reached 
this point thanks to the community’s well-
considered suggestions and feedback to 
improve the Mall. I encourage people to take a 
look at the artist impression of the structure’s 
design and future streetscape and landscaping 
to see what has been planned,” Cr Alden said. 

“The City will do everything it can to minimise 
disruption to local traders and residents. 
Most of the fabrication can be done off-site 
and during construction there will still be full 
access to the Mall.”

Installation of the structure is expected to take 
place before the end of June and will take 
approximately one month.

Construction on the new hotel is due to start 
very soon and the City has also recently 
completed the refurbishment of the two former 
toilet buildings so these spaces can be used 
for pop-up micro-tenancies. An expression of 
interest process calling for potential tenants 
will be released shortly.

For more information and an image of the 
project, please visit www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/
Hargreaves-Mall .
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BENDIGO DIESEL IS YOUR ONE 
STOP FOR EVERY THING DIESEL 
INCLUDING SERVICING OF 
ALL YOUR VEHICLES INCLUDING 
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IN ENGINE REBUILDS
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admin@bendigodiesel.com.au
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CWA KANGAROO FLAT BRANCH
We invite local women to join our Branch for fun, friendship and community service.

As meetings are not back to normal yet, please contact President Greta on 5443 
4803 for meeting information.

The Country Women’s Association has made a huge contribution to the services and facilities 
available to women and families and continues to perform an important role in fundraising, assisting 
in emergencies, crises and natural disasters and making representation to Government regarding 
issues that affect women and children.

An annual Encouragement Award has once again been given to a student in year 4 at the Kangaroo 
Flat Primary School.

The Branch held their Christmas Breakup at their member Dorothy’s house in Serpentine.

In September this year, the Branch will be 
celebrating their 70-year Birthday with a Reunion of 
past and present members. Please contact Greta 
on 5443 4803 if interested in helping the Branch 
celebrate.

For more information or enquiries see 
CWAbendigonortherngroup on Facebook for 
updates about Meetings and Functions or President 
Greta on 5443 4803.

Bendigo Community Health Services is warning 
people to stay vigilant this festive season with 
a concerning rise in the use of the drug GHB.

BCHS Mobile Drug Safety Worker Paul Morgan 
said GHB was a drug the community must take 
seriously.

"A GHB overdose will mean hospital treatment 
and withdrawal from this drug can lead to 
seizures and even death," Mr Morgan said.

"People must be aware it only takes two weeks 
of use for you to become dependent on this 
drug.

"The risk is even greater now with the festive 
season traditionally the busiest time for 
celebrations and increased partying."

Mr Morgan said mixing GHB with alcohol was 
extremely dangerous.

"If you mix GHB with alcohol you are about 30 
times more likely to need the help of emergency 
services" he said.

"You should never use this drug alone. If 
someone you're with passes out from using 
GHB place them on their side and call 000 

straight away."

Mr Morgan said anyone using GHB should seek 
help or take safety precautions if they did not 
intend to stop.

"Never drink GHB from the bottle. Only use 
clean equipment from your local Needle Syringe 
Program or pharmacy. Mark your 'barrel' with 
tape so you don't use too much and write 
the amount and time on your arm in case of 
overdose," he said. 

"Drink plenty of water and do not use GHB 
again for at least two to three hours to reduce 
the risk of overdose." 

Mr Morgan said anyone concerned about GHB 
use should seek professional help.

"Our AOD team is there for you. Please call 
5406 1200 and ask for the AOD team if you 
have concerns or questions around drugs or 
alcohol. To learn more about our AOD services 
and how we can help you, a family member 
or a friend please visit our www.bchs.com.au 
website," he said.

GHB USE ON THE RISE IN COMMUNITY



WEEKEND CHURCH SERVICES  

UNITING CHURCH 
Cnr Church & Camp Streets, Sunday 
9:30am. Phone 5447 9998

ST. MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
193-195 High St Kangaroo Flat
8.30am - 9.30am Live on 105.1 Life FM 
every Sunday Morning (except in January)
10am Traditional Holy Communion Service 
at St Mary's
5pm Service at St Mary's (except in January).

ST. MONICA’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
Station Street and High St, Kangaroo Flat

Saturdays at 6pm and Sundays at 9am. 
Phone 5443 4400

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Church Street, Sundays 10am, and the Karen 
language service each Sunday at 2pm

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
Y’S Mens Hall, 8 Lockwood Rd Kangaroo 
Flat. Worship Sunday 10am.  
Phone: 5441 3527 or 0413 682 999

COMMON GROUND CHURCH
Maiden Gully Community Hall, Calder Hwy, 
Maiden Gully.

Sundays at 10 am. Phone 0423 700 770

ENJOY CHURCH
10 Phillips Dr, Kangaroo Flat, Sunday  
10am - Ps Martin 0403 266 008

Kangaroo Flat weekend

* BEFORE ATTENDING, PLEASE CHECK 
DETAILS WITH YOUR CHURCH.

Church Corner

226 High St Kangaroo Flat
5445 7400
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ADVERTISE HERE FOR 

JUST $50$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

This February returns our shared lunch on the first Sunday after the service. 

We continue to pray against the virus and bind the fear caused by it.

We continue to share the Word of God and Holy Spirit power.

All are welcome at our 10am service in the Y Community Hall opposite Aldi 
for prayer and healing.

Anyone requiring prayer ring Ps Peter Pritchard on 0413 682 999.

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

KANGAROO FLAT 
PROBUS CLUB

Finally, with 2020 behind us, we now 
look forward to better times this year.

January did see seventy of our members attend 
the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club for lunch and 
how nice it was to see people once again face 
to face after so many months apart.  

At the time of writing Wednesday February 
10th will see us having our first meeting since 
our AGM last March. This will be held at 
the St. Mary’s Complex at our usual time of 
9.45am, with the Committee meeting at 9am. 
The meeting will be followed by lunch at the 
Bendigo Stadium.  

Please note that Church kitchen is now open 
so we will be able to have morning tea, but we 

must take notice of the regulations.

The Committee is keeping an eye on how 
things are travelling with regards to COVID 19 
and will keep us informed as to what is coming 
up or if any changes need to be made.

We thank the people who have kept in touch 
with everyone during the most difficult year.  
Telephone calls from members to other 
members has meant a great deal to everyone.  

Carolyn and John, from Welfare who have 
been looking out for members and, also not 
forgetting their birthdays, thank you.  Nola, 
thanks for sending out our Kanga Probe with 
plenty of activities and puzzles to keep us all 
occupied.

We all look forward to feeling and being as 
“normal” as possible as we participate in 
activities throughout 2021.

KANGAROO FLAT RSL 
SUB BRANCH

We look forward in 2021 
to more positive things 
happening within the RSL, 
but as we all know we cannot 
plan too far in advance.

We will not be holding 
meetings at the hall for some 

time due to the size and no morning teas being 
served.    

Please note our AGM for this year will be held 
on Wednesday February 17th (not Tuesday 
16th) at the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club with 
the meeting commencing at 11am followed by 

lunch at 12.15pm.  We do need to know exact 
numbers attending for catering purposes.  
Most people are aware that due to COVID 19 
we do need to book.

We did extremely well with our Poppy Sales 
in November with the limited places we could 
sell.  The public were just so generous, and we 
appreciate the support from everyone.

We have no idea what Anzac Day will hold for 
us but once again hope for some selling points 
and honesty boxes going into shops around 
Kangaroo Flat. This is something we will be 
keeping an eye on from both the Government 
and RSL Victoria.

Please take care as we look forward.



Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters 

The 2021 City of Greater Bendigo Citizen of the 
Year is Cathie Steele and the Young Citizen of the 
Year is Ma Aye Paw. 

Mayor Cr Jennifer Alden said both recipients had 
been recognised for their leadership and work 
supporting the Greater Bendigo community, 
especially during COVID-19.

“Cathie is Chair of Bendigo Foodshare, which has 
seen a 40 per cent increase in demand for food 
relief since the pandemic began,” Cr Alden said. 

“This extraordinary demand has resulted in major 
change for Bendigo Foodshare, significantly 
increasing the amount of food coming through 
the organisation. 

“Cathie led by example to support the most 
vulnerable Greater Bendigo residents impacted 
by COVID-19.

“She works tirelessly to ensure everyone in our 
community has access to food, something that 
many of us take for granted but is a daily struggle 
for many people.”

Cr Alden said Ma Paw was an outstanding young 
leader in the community.

“Ma Paw is the secretary of the Karen Community 
Hub and Language School that promotes 
the culture and language of the largest CALD 
(culturally and linguistically diverse) community 
group in Greater Bendigo,” Cr Alden said.

“Ma Paw volunteers on weekends teaching 
language and last year during COVID-19 
she assisted with designing and translating 
documents and audio-visual resources for 
Bendigo Community Health Services and the 
City, to ensure important public health messages 
could be communicated to the Karen community.

“The City is delighted to honour Cathie and Ma 
Paw. Their actions demonstrate what being part 
of a community is all about. We are lucky to have 
people like them living and working amongst us.

“Congratulations to our new Citizens of the Year, 
thank you for your contribution to our community 
and best wishes for the next 12 months as you 
serve as ambassadors for Greater Bendigo.”

CITIZEN AND YOUNG CITIZEN 
OF THE YEAR ANNOUNCED
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Fashion Revolutionary
20 March – 11 July 2021

Exhibition organised by the V&A. Image: Mary Quant, 1964  ©  Trinity Mirror / Mirrorpix / Alamy Stock Photo. 

Tickets bendigoartgallery.com.au

Visit  10am – 5pm daily,  
 including public holidays 
 42 View Street Bendigo Victoria

Phone 03 5434 6088

Share #QuantBendigo

VICTORIAN MULTICULTURAL 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
FOR BCHS
Bendigo Community Health Services has been 
recognised for outstanding care in looking 
after the health and wellbeing of refugee and 
multicultural communities with a 2020 Victorian 
Multicultural Award of Excellence.

The Excellence in Health Award was announced 
during a Victorian Multicultural Commission 
ceremony lived streamed from Government 
House last night featuring Governor of Victoria 
Linda Dessau AC and Victorian Premier Daniel 
Andrews.

The organisation also celebrated a highly 
commended in the Excellence in Community 
Response and Recovery category with Bendigo 
Food Relief Network partners. 

BCHS Cultural Diversity and Relationships 
manager Kaye Graves said the Excellence In 
Health Award was recognition for the importance 

the organisation placed on the health and wellbeing 
of refugee and multicultural communities.

"We are fortunate to have so many wonderful 
services that can provide health and wellbeing 
support to clients from the moment they arrive in 
Bendigo and through their life journey. Not only 
important settlement services in the beginning 
but ongoing care through our refugee health 
nurse, mental health and wellbeing programs, 
GPs and nurses and allied health such as podiatry 
or diabetes educators," Ms Graves said.

"We recognise this is a long journey and we 
are committed to supporting people of refugee 
background all the way.

"That care has never been more important than 
2020. The Coronavirus has been a tough time 
for all and we have worked tirelessly to keep our 
community informed and safe through initiatives 
such as client welfare checks and videos and 
information sheets translated in Karen, Dari and 
Dinka that feature in our online Coronavirus 
Refugee Resource Hub.

"We have kept talking with the community right 

through this time to ensure their needs are 
met and they understand the ever-changing 
Coronavirus landscape. That's why we started a 
free Coronavirus Telephone Hotline - people told 
us they wanted someone to talk to so we provided 
that link to our Karen speaking staff.

"We have worked with businesses like 
Hazeldene's Chicken Farm and KR Castlemaine 
to help manage outbreaks and organisations such 
as Bendigo Health to promote COVID-19 testing 
and explain complex things such as close contact 
and contract tracing in simple terms.

"Our partnership with Victoria Police and Believe 
in Bendigo generated a community campaign to 
call out Coronavirus-related racism aimed at our 
refugee communities."

Ms Graves said the award was recognition for 
staff, partner organisations and communities.

"The award is recognition for the amazing amount 
of work and care our staff have put into the 
health and wellbeing of refugee and multicultural 
communities.  It's been inspiring for us to see 
their work. How much some of our Karen and 
Afghan staff have grown in learning so many new 
skills through this time and the dedication they 
have shown to keeping their communities safe," 
Ms Graves said.

"It's also recognition for our important partners 
who help us every day in caring for the community 
and delivering projects that make a difference and 
keep people healthy. There are so many wonderful 
organisations out there doing fantastic work and 
these partnerships are so valuable."

It’s never ok to dump your unwanted things in the bush 
or on the side of a road.
If you don’t want that old mattress, those worn tyres or old furniture 
then get rid of them the right way by taking them to one of the following:

  •   Eaglehawk Recycle Shop (at the entrance to the Eaglehawk Landfill)

  •  Eaglehawk Landfill

  •   Strathfieldsaye Transfer Station

  •   Goornong Transfer Station

  •   Heathcote Transfer Station

You might even find that some of the things you 
want to get rid of will be accepted free of charge!

For more information phone 5434 6000 
or visit www.bendigo.vic.gov.au  

Don’t be lazy

Take your unwanted items 
to the right place, not the 
bush or roadsides

Report illegal 
dumping to the 
EPA by calling 
1300 372 842

CITIZEN AND YOUNG CITIZEN 
OF THE YEAR ANNOUNCED
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Alcoholics Anonymous
8pm Sunday @ St Marys Anglican Church, 
193-195  High Street Kangaroo Flat. 
Enter from carpark at rear on corner Bank 
St/Church St. 
Enquiries 1300 22 22 22.

Bendigo Coin & Collectables Club Inc.
Meet every Friday fortnight at 7.30 pm 
Venue  - Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet 
St. Bendigo. 
New Members Welcome 
Contact Andrew Palmer 0411 796 730

Bendigo Evening VIEW Club
“Voice, Interest,Education for Women”
Supporting The Smith Family by raising 
funds to help disadvantaged students with 
their education needs.
4th Wednesday of month at 6pm for 6.30pm 
NOTE NEW TIME!
At the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club,
1c Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Meals $23.  
Bookings Deidre McDougall 0419 595 674
Or for all enquiries re club Cheryl Scully 
0439 316 021

Bendigo Garden Club Inc.

3RD Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in 
the McKinnon Pavilion, no meetings during 
the months of January, July, December.
Bendigo Showgrounds.
Contact: Laurelle Smith -  
Secretary 5447 0017
New Members Always Welcome

Bendigo Gem Club Inc.
10 Galvin St. BENDIGO 3550
Email: bendigogemclubinc@gmail.com
Website: https://bendigogemclub.tidyhq.com
BGC meet Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Zoom chat Wednesdays 8pm
Tuesdays
5-8.30 pm Instruction available in 
silversmithing & cabochons
Thursdays 
10am-4pm silversmithing, cabochons, 
faceting, 
mineral group.
Instruction available
GEM EXPO second weekend September
Members online shop
Silver casting
Only 10 min walk from Bendigo Station

Bendigo Legion Angling Club  
7.30pm 1st Monday of the month. 
The Den at Dower Park, Station Street, 
Kangaroo Flat.

Bendigo Philatelic Society .
Night Meetings on the first Tuesday each 
month at 7:30pm
CVGT - Corner Stanfield and Jackson Street, 
Long Gully.
Daytime Meetings Wednesday after the 
Tuesday night meeting 10am to 12noon
Golden Square Community Hall
9 Old High Street, Golden Square. 
Contact Joy (Secretary) on 0439 473 645 or 
Libby (President) on 0448 120 066  
All visitors welcome.

Bendigo Positive Birthing
www.facebook.com/bendigopositivebirthing 
for more details phone: 0447 453 644

Bgo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club 
monthly meetings last Monday of month  
7.30pm in the  Y  Community Hall, Lockwood 
Road,  opposite  ALDI. 
Club’s web site on  www.brcac.asn.au

GROUPS & CLUBS INCLUDE YOUR GROUP OR CLUB MEETING 
TIMES BY CONTACTING FLAT MATTERS

Group Gatherings

Community Enterprise  
Last Thursday of each month, 6pm, Sports 
Club Dower Park

CWA Kangaroo Flat Branch
C.W.A. Kangaroo Flat Branch 
3rd Thursday of Month 
1.30 pm at Uniting Church Hall,  
Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.  
Interesting speakers & Monthly Craft Day. 
All Ladies Welcome - Afternoon Tea 
More Details  5446-8323 
Look up the web for complete overview 
www.cwaofvic.org.au

Enjoy Church
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat 
Details: http://enjoy.church/bendigo. 
Contact: Campus Pastor Martin Oravec on 
0403 266 008.

Friends of Crusoe No. 7 Park  
Meet first Wednesday of every 2nd month 
starting February at the Rotary Gateway Park 
at 7pm, plus has working bees and activities 
in the parks.   
Contact the Secretary at focr7p@gmail.com

Golden Square Croquet Club  
Every Monday and Friday.  
Contact Jenny, 0438 713 190,   
Don 5449 6332. 
For Junior players Saturday mornings 
contact Bill 5447 3439

Greater Bendigo Danceland Inc.
A Social Dance every Saturday night at 8pm. 
Venue - St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall,  
26 Myers St. Bendigo.  
Contact Barb 5443 5380.

Heartbeat Bendigo Branch
A support group for cardiac patients, family 
& friends. Fundraising for cardiac equipment 
through public and social events. Meetings 
held bi-monthly on 3rd Sunday. Jan, March, 
May, July, Sept, Nov. 2pm at Chum Street 
Uniting Church hall.  Enquiries to President 
Frank Ward - 5447 4545 or 0407 855 685.

Heart Foundation Walking Group – 
Community Wellbeing Walkers

Every Tuesday 11.15
Meet at Lifestyle Choices, the corner of Neil 
and Station street Kangaroo Flat -30 minute 
walk along the Bendigo Creek Track.
All welcome contact Jennifer 0419878836
myhealth@mentoronline.com.au

Kangaroo Flat Baptist Church 
“Come and Chat Group”
Knitting for missions – a welcome cuppa 
and good conversations. 
We support a girl in Nepal. 
Enjoy good company every Monday 9.30am 
till midday. 
All Welcome!

Kangaroo Flat Community House
21 Woolcock Avenue, Kangaroo Flat 
Ph. 5447 9687 
Open Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm 
Various programs including: social group, 
yoga, craft, playgroup, cooking, meditation, 
art, tax help, applications for NILS (No 
Interest Loan Scheme) 
More information on our Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/
kangarooflatcommunityhouse

Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade
Meets First Thursday of each Month. 
Fire Fighter Training 
Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: Kangaroo Flat Fire Station 
Helm Street, Kangaroo Flat 
Contact: 54470204

Kangaroo Flat Scout Group
Outdoor activities for boys and girls  
aged 6 – 18 years old.   
Please contact Group Leader  
Craig Whan on 5444 4114.

Lions Club  
2nd Wednesday of each month, Business 
meeting, Lions Club Rooms, Dower Park 
– 7.00pm. 4th Wednesday of each month, 
Dinner meeting at varying locations - 6pm 
for 6.30pm start.  
President Heather Gartside
Secretary Richard Hall 5499 6100

Maiden Gully Fire Brigade
First Tuesday of each month 
Firefighter Training  Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: Maiden Gully Fire Station 
5 Beckhams Road, Maiden Gully 
Contact through www.maidengullycfa.org.au

1st Maiden Gully Scout Group
Maiden Gully Scouts meet every week 
during the school term at the Maiden Gully 
Scout Hall, Cnr Beckhams Rd and Calder 
Hwy, Maiden Gully:

Joey Scouts (6-7yrs) Tuesday 5.30 –6.30pm

Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) Thursdays 7-8.30pm

Scouts (11-15yrs) Thursday 7-9pm)

To find out more contact Cate on  
0405 381 611

Needles & Threads  
Meet two Mondays of each month from 
10am to 12noon. Please phone Karen for 
Yearly list of dates.

Bring your knitting or crochet.
New members welcome.
Venue. St. Mary’s Anglican Church Hall,  
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enquiries to Karen – Ph: 0409 188 622

Partners of Veterans Assoc  
3rd Monday of the month, at 11.30am at the RSL

Playgroup for under 5’s
Every Monday during school terms 
from 9:30 –11:00am, at Kangaroo Flat 
Uniting Church, cnr Church & Camp Streets.
Contacts:  Anne 0411 127 925 or
Karen 0413 390 977

Probus Club of Kangaroo Flat (Mixed) Inc. 
Every 2nd Wednesday each month 9.45am 
St. Mary’s Church Complex High St, K/Flat. 
Contact  Bev. Blume   5443 1809. - Visitors 
welcome.

RAAF Association-Bendigo Branch
1st Thursday each month February - December.
11.00 am. to 12 noon with lunch afterwards.
At Bendigo District RSL, Havilah Road, Bgo
Contact: Glenis Gordon, Secretary/Treasurer
C/- Post Office, Raywood. 3570
Phone: 5436 9293  
Email: glenblairmichael@gmail.com
Membership open to ex Air Force Personnel
and their relatives.

Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat:   
Meet each Monday 6pm for 6.30 start at  
the Rotary Function Centre (opposite Apco).  
New members welcome  
www.facebook.com/rotarykangarooflat/

RSL  
Contact Craig Chilver (03) 5447 8312 
Meeting held at 10am on 3rd Tuesday of the 
month. Light refreshments supplied. 
Social Club meet 1st and 4th Tuesdays of 
each month at 10.30am. 
New members welcome. 
Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.

Special Olympics Group
Pam (President) 0418 304 927
John (Ten Pin Bowling Coach)  
0400 641 405
Michele (Barracudas Swim Coach)  
0409 173 656

Spring Gully Dance
Dancing every Saturday night 8 - 12pm,  
and Monday nights from 7.30 - 9.30pm. 
Venue - Spring Gully Hall, 135 Spring Gully 
Road, Bendigo 
Contact Keith 5444 2953

The Little Chimps Playgroup 
Commencing on the 8th October at 396 
High Street Golden Square in the Seventh 
Day Adventist church hall. Every Wednesday 
during school term from 10:30am - 12:00pm.  
Contact Kerryn Greaves 0432 354 617. 
Please see enclosed a flyer for further 
information.

U3A Bendigo
Life-long learning and activities for  
mature aged people.
Gathering: 4th Wednesday of month.
Website: http://home.vicnet.net.
au/~u3abgo/ 
BLOG: http://u3a-bendigo.blogspot.com.au/
Email: u3abgo@bigpond.com 
or Phone 5447 1812

Volaire Calisthenics
Maiden Gully 
Classes:  Recreational and competitive 
teams. For participants age 3 and over.
Contact Volaire for class times.
Phone: 0437 343 656

Y’s Service Club (Women) 
2nd Tuesday of the month, contact  
0409 179 485 for venue details 

Y Service Club of Bendigo South 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Y’s 
Clubrooms, Lockwood Rd. at 12 noon.

Y Service Club of Kangaroo Flat 
every Wednesday at 6.30pm Y Community 
Hall. Lockwood Rd opposite ALDI.  
ph 5447 1587
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HARCOURT PLAYSPACE 
IS FUN TO THE CORE

Member for Bendigo 
West, Maree Edwards 
officially opened the 
new playspace at 
Stanley Park North, 
made possible by a 
$350,000 investment 
from the Government.

From a new climbing 
wall to a high tower 

with a ten-metre-long slide, the kids and 
kids at heart in Harcourt now have their 
own awesome new playspace in the 
centre of town, thanks to the Victorian 
Government.

The park is a community hub for the 
residents of Harcourt and the design of the 
new play equipment reflects the district’s 
fruit growing history and is inspired by 
traditional apple crates.

The new playspace features a six-metre-
high tower with ten-metre long slide, play 
stalls, a climbing wall and a climbing net.

There’s also a wheelchair accessible 
carousel, rocker and spinner, traditional 
swings, a meeting place for storytelling 
and a new path to the Harcourt dirt park, 

swimming pool and pony club. 

From playspace upgrades to new sports 
pavilions, investments like these provide 
high-quality and accessible places for 
Victorians to reap the benefits of sport and 
active recreation participation. 

Investments like these are also about 
creating jobs, stimulating local economies, 
and fast-tracking community recovery by 
improving the health, wellbeing, and social 
outcomes for Victorian communities.

Ms Edwards acknowledged Mount 
Alexander Shire Council, Maldon Bendigo 
Community Bank and the Harcourt 
Progress Association for their contributions 
and commitment to the project.

 “The new Stanley Park North Playspace 
brings together local history and tradition 
and the fun of the great outdoors, all in the 
heart of Harcourt, providing local families 
and visitors alike with a great day out. 
I’m sure the community will love the new 
equipment and settings, which have been 
designed so people of all abilities can play. 
Playspaces play a vital in encouraging 
people of all ages to get outdoors, get 
active and build their skills.”
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Kangaroo Flat
‘END of Summer’

Market
8am to 1pm
----------------------

HUGE Garage Sale, Pop-Up Op Shop                      
Market Stalls, Car Boot Sales  

and much more. 

SATURDAY  
27th FEBRUARY

@ Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church  
(opposite ALDI) 

Market Stall & Car Boot Sites are available
COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS PERMITTING

Contact Max on 5443 1809 
or blume_m@bigpond.com for site bookings

GREATER BENDIGO 
DANCELAND

We are very happy to advise that we are now 
back on the dance floor and looking forward 
to welcoming you to our weekly social dance 
with rotating programs of old time/new vogue 
dances. A beautiful selection of cd music is 

played by our music directors.  

We resumed on Saturday February 6, under 
our Covid Safe Plan.  We are disappointed we 

are not allowed to serve our usual delicious 
suppers, however we will be providing tea 

and coffee and individually wrapped biscuits.  
Please bring your own filled water bottles, 

and if you wish byo supper, which cannot be 
shared with others. 

There is the usual raffle and lucky door.  
Entry is $8.

Our venue is St Andrews Uniting 
Church Hall, Myers Street, Bendigo. 

8pm to 11pm.
For further information phone Sharon on 0417 

470 774 or check us out on Facebook.



48 years Industry Experience

Established 1971 / Rec 12281

Postal: PO Box 1217, Kangaroo Flat, 3555
Email: office@mcclureelectrical.com.au

Phone: 5447 2691  

Rural  
Domestic  
Commercial 
& Industrial

195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat 
5447 0927

Brian and Lyn Leidle 
 your local funeral directors.

www.mountalexanderfunerals.com

Michael Keena, Managing Director
Bachelor of Business (Accounting) 
Graduate Diploma of Taxation, 
Diploma of Financial Planning, FCPA 

1/227 Barnard Street, Bendigo 3550 
Tel: (03) 5444 0700 Fax: (03) 5444 0600 
Mail: PO Box 1206, Kangaroo Flat 3555 
Email: michael.keena@kjaaccountants.com.au 
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ROOS ROOS PLAN  PLAN  
FOR 2021FOR 2021
By Leigh Bailey - President 
Kangaroo Flat Football Netball Club
After a short break over the Christmas & New 
Year period, the Kangaroo Flat Football Netball 
Club footballers returned to training on Monday 
11/01/21. Training will continue Mondays and 
Wednesdays until the end of March, when they 
will return to the usual Tuesday & Thursday for 
the remainder on the season. Anyone who wants 
to come down and join the club, will be most 
welcome.

Quite a few of the boys kept up their training 
over the break, as Ronnie Wicks took a group 
each week for running, to increase their fitness. 
This has paid off, as you can see the difference 
in the group’s fitness level, compared to the 
previous year.

The Club is very proud to retain all its list of 
players from last year, apart from a few who have 
moved on. The biggest factor for this, is the hard 
work, put in from the coaching staff, led from the 
front, by Senior coach, James Flaherty. James 
has really invigorated the predominately young 
group, this is quite evident, by the enthusiasm 
they show on the training track.

Along with a few new recruits, they are really 
looking for a big improvement this season. 
They know this will be hard work and will not 
come easy, James has instilled this in them, 
highlighting the importance of working hard as 
a group.

The Under 18’s will not be starting back at 
training until Monday February 1st. Under 18 
coach, Carl Roberts is very enthusiastic, as he 
has a great group of youngsters, just itching to 
play after such a long layoff.

The Netballers have been training very Hard, 
with Jayden Cowling once again at the helm. 
It’s been a very difficult time for Jayden and 
his coaches, as they have a very strong list of 
players to pick their squads from. So, the netball 
tryouts have been very competitive, with each 
player, vying for a spot on a team. Sadly, there 
will be some girls who will miss out, this just 
shows the strength we have at the club with our 
Netballers, once again.

Everyone at the club is enthusiastic and is hoping 
for an uninterrupted season ahead. The last 12 
months have been very trying for everyone, so 
we all look to a brighter future. 

Go Roos

NEW COMMUNITY 
WEBSITE TO HELP 
RESIDENTS FIND-JOIN-
CONNECT
A new community website, www.
connectgreaterbendigo.com.au  is now 
available to help residents find, join and connect 
with local events, clubs, groups and organisations.

Connect Greater Bendigo is easy to browse and 
search, features simple and clear information 
and offers a directory of clubs and groups and 
a full calendar of community events.

City of Greater Bendigo Health and Wellbeing 
Director Vicky Mason said it’s the perfect site 
for people who are looking for local events to 
attend or who want to join a local club or group.  

“It’s also a great platform for local organisations 
who are looking to promote their club or group 
to potential new members,” said Ms Mason.

“The new Connect Greater Bendigo website is 
a first for Greater Bendigo and although it has 
been developed by the City, it is very much a 
community website.

“In the past there wasn’t one single community 
directory that consolidated information about 
community groups, organisations, events and 
activities in Greater Bendigo to help people 

Find-Join-Connect!

“Instead, people had to search the internet, 
social media, or go direct to local websites to 
find the information they wanted.  This was not 
only time-consuming and frustrating but also 
challenging for those new to the region.

“Because it’s so easy to browse and search and 
features simple and clear information Connect 
Greater Bendigo will make finding a local sport 
and recreation club, community group, health 
care service or education provider and more a 
breeze.

“Given the COVID-19 lockdowns the need 
to reconnect with community has never been 
stronger.

“We all know that connected communities 
are strong communities and through Connect 
Greater Bendigo local groups, organisations and 
clubs can raise their profile in the community, 
promote their events and attract new members.  

“The new website will not only enhance the 
strong connections that already exist within our 
community but will also help build new ones.”

So if it’s on in Greater Bendigo, it’s on 
Connect Greater Bendigo where anyone 
can search the online community for the 
clubs, groups, events and services they 
are looking for – all in one convenient place  
www.connectgreaterbendigo.com.au
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• Medical practice  
 (GPs at four sites) 
• Men’s health 
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Listening Post held in Castlemaine last 
Friday of the Month 10am to 2pm.
Please phone for appointment.

SAILING IN TO HISTORY
Photos: Glenn Ashby and Americas cup

At a very young age Glenn Ashby was destined 
to become one of Bendigo’s finest sportsmen.

Learning his craft alongside family members on 
the spacious waters of Lake Eppalock the gifted 
sailor will always remember his time at Bendigo 
Yacht Club.

The former Golden Square High School 
student still tries to get home for special family 
occasions but sailing commitments meant his 
missed his first Christmas dinner with family 
back in December.

‘’Hope everyone back in Bendigo had a good 
Christmas. This was the first time I had not been 
home to spend Christmas festivities with the 
family.’’ Glenn told FLAT MATTERS

His mind has been firmly set on winning the 
36th edition of the America’s Cup which will be 

held from March 6 to 21 at Waitemata Harbour 
in Auckland.

The America’s Cup is the oldest international 
sporting trophy and was first contested in 1851 
at the Isle of Wight.

The first winning ship was ‘’America’’ and so the 
trophy was named.

In the preceding years the New York Yacht 
Club successfully defended each challenge 
and retained the trophy from 1851 to 1983 a 
staggering 132 years and the longest winning 
streak in sporting history.

Technology in yachting has changed 
dramatically in recent years and in a television 
interview recently Glenn Ashby says the skills 
required today are like flying a plane on water.

The eyes of Bendigo will be set on the television 
coverage of the upcoming 2021 America’s Cup 
as Glenn Ashby leads Team New Zealand in 
their title defence.

HERBERT A DRIVING FORCE 
ON EUROPEAN TOUR
Local golfer Lucas Herbert jetted out of Australia 
last month to focus on a big start to the 2021 
European Tour.

Three tournaments in three weeks is a busy 
schedule for any golfer but this time round they 
were all in desert country.

The 25-year-old big hitter from Ravenswood is 
out to play a major role in tournaments around 
the world and he is determined to mix it with 
the best including Dustin Johnson, Tommy 
Fleetwood and Justin Rose. 

First up for 2021 was the Abu Dhabi HSBC Golf 
Championship which was contested at the  Abu 
Dhabi Golf Club.

Then came the Dubai Desert Classic which 
Herbert won in January 2020.

The title defence took place at Emirates Golf 
Club in Dubai.

The third event for the new year was the Saudi 
International conducted at the Royal Greens 
Golf and Country Club in Saudi Arabia.

KANGAROO FLAT JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB 
REGISTRATION DAY
Sunday February 21 - 11am-2pm Social Rooms Dower Park
All 2020 players are encouraged to register prior to registration day.  
Please follow the player registration section on team app or visit the clubs 
web site, Kangaroo Flat Junior Football Club.

Merchandise will be available to purchase and order at registration.

If you have any questions please contact club secretary Veronica ph: 0437 330 036.
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We want your articles! If you have an up coming 
event or community related news, please email us 
a short article and photo! 

Contact: flatmtrs@kfce.com.au 

Email your pictures and articles to: 
flatmtrs@kfce.com.au by the 14th of the month for 
the following months publication

VENUE FOR HIRE
ROTARY FUNCTION CENTRE
Gateway Park, High Street, Kangaroo Flat

• Seating up to 100 people
•  Commercial kitchen, bar available
•  Parties, Weddings, Training 

Groups

www.rotaryclubofkangarooflat.org for details
Venue also available for community groups

Ph: 0407 496 091.

Venue for hire at RSL STATION ST, KANGAROO FLAT
•  Robust kitchen, disabled amenities available

•  Seating for up to 80 people.  •  Available to Community Groups and Clubs.
Contact President.  Phone: 5447 8312.

Want to receive Flat Matters by Email each month? Subscribe today at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au

It was a balmy evening in February 2011 and 
the greats of cricket were gathered at Dower 
Park in Kangaroo Flat for the John Forbes 
Tribute Match.

The All Stars were captained by Mark Taylor and 
amongst his teammates were Merv Hughes, 
Simon O’Donnell and Ian Healy.

The Invitation Eleven were led by Adam Gilchrist 
who had flown in from Perth and his star recruit 
was the great man Shane Warne.

Several invited guests also took to the playing 
field for the T20 Match including former Sydney 
Swans skipper Paul Kelly who drove down from 
Wagga for the occasion.

Ticket Sales for the event exceeded all 
expectations and the match was sold out in 
advance with 5,000 patrons allowed into the 
venue.

Rain robbed the sell-out crowd of seeing the 
spin king Shane Warne show his skills on the 
well-prepared Dower Park pitch, but the crowd 
saw some big hitting from Adam Gilchrist when 
the Invitation Eleven were at the crease before 
the heavens opened up during a freak storm 
which quickly put paid to the event.

Over $100,000 was raised from the John Forbes 
Tribute Match and this was split between the 
Bendigo and Inglewood Hospitals.

The players stayed around the sign autographs 

and mingle with the crowd and Shane Warne 
attracted plenty of attention when his elite 
sports car pulled up at the Kangaroo Flat Family 
Fish Shop to grab some tucker for the drive 
back to Melbourne.

Earlier in the day, a full house attended a 
Sportsmen’s Luncheon in the Kangaroo Flat 
Sports Club where the guest speakers included 
Champion Jockey Roy Higgins, AFL Coach 
David Parking and Australian athletics great 
Herb Elliott.

February 3, 2011 will go down as one of 
the greatest sporting events ever staged in 
Kangaroo Flat and it was a fine tribute to local 
sporting legend John Forbes.

 The night  
      the stars         came out

10 YEARS ON - A CRICKET MEMORY


