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SWIMMERS LOCK
IN MEDAL HAUL
Well, the squads are all back in full swing
and numbers have been very encouraging
with swimmers of all ages - many who wish
to simply enjoy the pool and improve their
swimming techniques and others who relish
for competition with plenty of very young
swimmers joining in too.
Our swimmers have been competing in both the Victorian
State Long Course Sprint championship as well as at
Victorian Country championships in January 2021.
At the State Long Course Sprint Championships held on at
MSAC on16-17th January 2021 we had terrific results with
Emily Kearns striking gold in the 50m girls 14/15 backstroke
and Jett Bird flying home to grab silver in the 50m Boys14
/15 backstroke. Congratulations to Emily and Jett.
Last
weekend's
Victorian
Country
Swimming
Championships were held at Warragal and the club scored
12 medals and finished tenth overall which is a fantastic
effort when you consider how young the Club is and
all kudos must go to the efforts of Coach Jarrod and all
swimmers.

Swimming stars. Photo courtesy Bendigo Advertiser.

Medal winners included:
Emily winning gold in 100m girls 14/15 Freestyle and
backed up with an outstanding effort in winning a silver
medal in the 100m girls open freestyle.
Jett Bird swam really well to grab Gold in the 14/15 100m
freestyle, silver in the 100m boys 14/15 backstroke and
snared bronze in the 100m boys 14/15 backstroke and a
bronze in the 100m boys 14/15 Fly.
Nick Kearns scooped gold in the 100m boys 12 /13 freestyle
as well as 100m backstroke and winning the 12/ 13 200m
individual medley. Well done Nick.
Cody Bird won a silver medal in the 200m 12/13 individual
medley and bronze in the 12/ 13 100m freestyle and 100m
backstroke which is a great effort too.
Our boys swam a great race to be awarded bronze in the
boys 14 and under medley relay as well as the boys 14 and
under freestyle relay.
All swimmers who competed made it a fantastic club effort
and they are all to be congratulated.
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Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW KANGAROO FLAT LIBRARY
The new Kangaroo Flat Library was officially
opened by Greater Bendigo Mayor Cr Jennifer
Alden and Member for Bendigo West Maree
Edwards on Wednesday February 24.
City of Greater Bendigo Mayor Cr Jennifer Alden
said works to modernise and repurpose the
former Kangaroo Flat Senior Citizens building
commenced in late 2019 and were completed
in June 2020.
“Although the Kangaroo Flat Library was
completed and operating in 2020, COVID-19
restrictions have delayed the official opening of
the new community facility until now,” Cr Alden
said.
“This has been a significant project for Kangaroo
Flat and it’s important to acknowledge its
success with an official opening as there is much
to celebrate.
“Not only have we built a fantastic new library
for the wider Kangaroo Flat area, we have also
invested in, repurposed and reinvigorated an
under-utilised community owned building to
serve the community for many years to come.”
As part of the redevelopment a colourful new
building façade and entrance has been created
and the removal of some interior walls has
opened up the inside to provide a fantastic range
of new library spaces.
Works to modernise and repurpose the building
included repairs to the building structure,

services upgrades, the creation of a new
entrance, removal of interior walls to create more
open, accessible spaces and plastering and
painting. New windows, high grade insulation
and solar panels were also installed to allow
more natural light in and make the building more
sustainable and comfortable. A new car park
and landscaping works were also undertaken.
Goldfields Libraries Corporation CEO Mark
Hands said the new library features free public
computers and Wi-Fi, a children’s area complete
with reading nook and special storytime chair,
a lounge space with tea and coffee facilities, a
baby change room and accessible toilets.
“There is also an outdoor courtyard and a shared
group space for special library events including
adult programs and children’s activities,” Mr
Hands said.
“The Kangaroo Flat Library is also looking
forward to developing partnerships with other
local community groups including the Kangaroo
Flat Neighbourhood House and the City’s
Social Support Group who are co-located in
the building. This could involve programs that
involve interactions between young children and
their parents/carers and the older residents who
use this service.”
Funding for the Kangaroo Flat Library project
was provided by the City of Greater Bendigo, a
Victorian Government Living Libraries Grant and
Goldfields Library Corporation.

Community
Grants Program
City of Greater Bendigo Medium Community
Grants available from March 1, 2021

8

The next round of the City of Greater Bendigo Medium Community Grants
Program will open on March 1 and close at 5pm on March 31, 2021. Through
these grants community groups and businesses can apply for funding of up to
$10,000 for community focused projects.
Guidelines and a grant writing tutorial can be found on the City’s website at
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/grants
Attend an online Grant Writing Workshop

28A BALMORAL DRIVE,
GOLDEN SQUARE
Private tours available,
call to arrange yours today!

To help community groups with their applications, the City is holding two
online workshops designed for new and experienced grant writers. The online
workshops will take place on Wednesday March 3, at 1.30pm to 3pm and 6pm
to 7.30pm. Please go to www.trybooking.com/BONIU to book your place
and obtain the online link.
The City of Greater Bendigo’s Community Grants Program provides an opportunity
for not-for-profit groups or a registered business to develop projects that
complement areas identified as priorities in the City’s Community Plan 2017-2021.

For further enquiries please contact 5434 6000
or grants@bendigo.vic.gov.au
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HUGE
TOMATOES
GROWN LOCALLY

It has been a great summer for the growing of
tomatoes.
And here in Kangaroo Flat one man, known as
''Bill'' has been quick to show us the sensational
crop of tomatoes with one tipping the scales at 800
grams.
A quick tour of the tomato garden shows how this
summer has been perfect for growing the various
variety of tomatoes with ample sunlight and a
couple of heavy showers to keep the moisture
content in the ground.

AN IMPORTANT GIFT TO
SELF – SELF CARE
Well, here we are, three months into 2021.
Looking back, it was around this time last
year when the number of Covid -19 cases
were creeping up in Victoria. Toilet paper
as you can no doubt recall became a well
sought-after commodity and disappeared off
the supermarket shelves as soon as it was
unpacked. Hand sanitizer and disinfectant
supplies were stretched to the max and
our lives were thrown in quite a spin. It was
about this time last year I think when social
distancing regulations came into force and the
‘stay at home’ rules came into effect.
Whoever would have thought that would be
our experience just months beforehand?
Whoever knew that 2020 would be the year of
the pandemic?
Whilst the worst of it is hopefully behind us
and we are settling into what a ‘Covid-normal’
looks like, none of us ever really know when
something may present itself and throw us
off balance, or “out of whack as I say”. Ups
and downs, twists and turns, sickness,
death, disappointment, loss, stress, anxiety,
depression are all realities we may encounter
at one time or another and often we are able
to work through them on our own or with the
loving support of friends and family, However,
sometimes we may also need further support

or someone with a bit if distance from situation.
Sometimes we don’t want to share our utmost
inner thoughts and feelings with those that are
too close to us and we need another trusted or
skilled professional to.
In 2021 can I encourage you if you are
experiencing the following to seek some
support;
• L
 ack of motivation, no longer being interested
in the things you once loved doing
• Sleeplessness – unable to sleep or, disturbed
sleep
• Changes to your eating habits, not eating or
over-eating
• Feeling like you want to cry all the time or,
often
• Bursts of anger
• A sense of hopelessness
• Dependence on alcohol or other substances
• Inability to relax

impacted our lives, unresolved issues and
past traumas can easily and surprisingly
sneak up and present themselves and throw
us off guard at times. When they do, we can be
pretty good at stuffing them in the closet and
in the past that may have even worked for you
for a while but over time, without addressing
underlying issues more times than not you will
find they come oozing out or leaking out in
often unhelpful ways as mentioned above.
A great gift you can give to yourself is to notice
what your body is telling you, notice how you
are feeling, notice what you are thinking, notice
your behaviour and respond in loving kindness.
Where attention is needed, give attention.
Exercise good self-care, get support, see the
doctor, drink water, eat right, walk daily, talk to
a trusted other, seek professional help. Do it
for you, a gift to self!
Rev Tracey Wolsley, Registered Counsellor
& Psychotherapist and Rector St Mary’s
Anglican Church Kangaroo Flat.

• Wanting to withdraw
If our car is not running right, we usually take it
to the mechanic for a tune up or to fix the issue.
If our computer is not running right, it goes to
someone who can fix it. If the air conditioner
packs it, in you call for help. How much more
do you deserve the right attention to ensure
you too can live your life to your full potential?
Just as Covid-19 came out of the blue and

BLUE DAY - FUNDRAISER
FOR MEN’S HEALTH &
BIG MORNING TEA
At KG Community Centre on Tuesday,
13th April at 10.30am
Proceeds to local Men’s Health Branch of
Bendigo Health Community Services
Guest Speaker, Raffles, Trading Table, Donated gifts, Gift Vouchers
& Donations also from our local Businesses along with a Yummy
morning tea

Entry: Gold Coin Donation & small plate of morning tea to share
please. Everyone welcome.

BACK SERVING MEALS FOR OUR NEEDY
The Kangaroo Flat Community Kitchen continues to provide
superb meals for the needy in our community.
The Kangaroo Flat and District Community Enterprise in
conjunction with Kangaroo Flat Rotary, Bendigo Bank staff and
the St. John Of God Hospital are proud to support this worthy
project for our community.
The Community Meals are served at the Kangaroo Flat Rotary
Clubrooms in Gateway Park, Kangaroo Flat between 5.30pm
and 6.30pm on Wednesday evenings.

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
2021 YO ARTS EXHIBITION
GOES OPEN AIR
The work of five young artists aged between
15 and 25 will be showcased at the 2021 Yo
Arts Exhibition launch at the Williamson Street
bridge underpass on the Back Creek Trail from
March 6.
New street art murals created by the young
artists will be revealed on the underpass on the
night of the launch which will also feature live
music and refreshments.
The City of Greater Bendigo’s annual Yo Arts –
Young Artists project is designed to encourage
and support emerging local talent.
Through the initiative young Greater Bendigo
artists gain an opportunity to hone their skills,
learn from professional artists and exhibit their
work publicly.
Greater Bendigo Youth Council Mayor Jack
Smith said Yo Arts is an exciting opportunity for
young artists to explore local art galleries, meet
with artists and participate in hands on workshops with professional artists.
“The participants were provided with mentoring
and the art they have created will be available
to view by everyone who travels along the Back
Creek walking and cycling trail,” Mr Smith said.
“It’s been an exciting opportunity for the young
artists and now they get to exhibit their work
and receive public recognition for their skills and
creativity.”

EASTER IN BENDIGO TO BE AN
EGGS-CELLENT ADVENTURE
The City of Greater Bendigo’s much-loved
Bendigo Easter Festival is back in April and
will feature lots of free, family-friendly events,
running from Good Friday through until Easter
Sunday (April 2- 4).
Due to COVID-19 event guidelines, changes
to the event format, including cancelling the
parades and egg hunt, had to be made to
ensure the event could be run safely.
The 150th Easter Fair celebrations were
cancelled last year due to the pandemic and
the decision has been made to postpone
150th celebrations until 2022.
‘Eggs-plore Bendigo at Easter’ is the theme
for this year’s event which will see Bendigo
come to life over the Easter long weekend.
The festival will still feature many family
favourites, including Farmer Darryl’s petting
zoo, carnival rides, the Rotary Art and Craft
market, traditional Chinese performances,
live stage shows featuring Paw Patrol and
Dora the Explorer and much more. Other
highlights include theatre workshops for kids,
a scavenger hunt, the book fair and even a

This is the sixth time the City has undertaken
this initiative and all of the participants are to
be congratulated for their commitment to the
project, for following their creative vision and
producing such excellent public art for all to
admire and enjoy.
The YO Arts program is in line with the City’s
Youth Strategy goals to provide innovative
opportunities for young people to develop new
skills by conducting creative arts workshops
and life skills training.

BENDIGO ADELAIDE
BANK FINANCIAL
RESULT
Photos: Bendigo Bank / Marnie Baker.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank, Australia’s
fifth largest retail bank has announced
its results for the half year ending 31st
December 2020.
Marnie Baker, Managing Director and
CEO says the bank is well progressed
with their strategy to grow and
accelerate their transformation to be
Australia’s bank of choice.
’We
delivered
on
our
growth
opportunities and continued to support
our customers, communities and all
stakeholders,
notwithstanding
the

challenges faced by many Australians
and the economy.
Cash earnings were up 1.9% on the prior
corresponding period, with statutory net
profit up 67.3% to 243.9 million.
Total income was $849 million up 3.3
per cent as we continued to deliver well
above system lending growth, maintain
leading trust ratings, and further
strengthen our balance sheet.
The number of customers choosing to
bank with us climbed again, increasing
4.3% to 1.96 million from June 30
2020.In line with our strategy to reduce
complexity, invest in capability, and tell
our story, we grew in all our key priority
markets, which combined with effective
cost management to result in positive
cash earnings across all divisions.’’

car show.
Mayor Councillor Jennifer Alden said to
comply with COVID-19 guidelines the event
was now ticketed.
“This year you must book each event that
you want to attend, to ensure we can safety
manage numbers,” Cr Alden said.
“We are so pleased to be able to run our
beloved Easter festival, albeit in a different
format, but we need people to be organised
and plan ahead.
“Most events will still be free, it’s just about
safety and planning. We can’t wait to see
everyone enjoying the many different activities
we have on offer and ‘eggs-ploring’ Bendigo
at Easter.
“And don’t forget we will still need to keep
all events COVID-safe: remember to practice
good hand hygiene, maintain social distancing
and stay home if you are feeling unwell. We
can’t wait to safely celebrate Easter with you.”
To see the full program and book
tickets, head to bendigotourism.com
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LOCAL FOOD PRODUCERS INVITED TO JOIN
ONLINE DIRECTORY
The City of Greater Bendigo is calling for local food producers to join a City and Region of
Gastronomy online directory to help promote their business.
This directory is different to the already established Gastronomy Guide, which is for customer
facing food businesses and has a strong tourism focus.
Director Strategy and Growth Bernie O’Sullivan said there was a wide variety of independent
food and drink producers across the region.

16 Phillips Dve, Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555
t 03 5447 7357
f
03 5447 8222
e garry@poppetheadestate.com.au
w www.poppetheadestate.com.au

Garry Phillips
m 0428 347 055

“The Local Producers directory is a great opportunity for producers in the region to showcase
their produce to potential wholesale, retail, café, restaurant and business customers, as well as
direct to consumers,” Mr O’Sullivan said.
“One of the reasons we were named a City and Region of Gastronomy is because so much
wonderful food and drink is produced locally.
“This directory will give producers the opportunity to connect with more customers (businesses
or individuals) and create a comprehensive listing of all the food and drink that is made and
grown here.
To sign up, follow the link and provide images and information about your business
bendigogastronomy.com.au/local-producers
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REMOVALS
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ABN 55 990 196 279 Date

P.O. Box 77, Lockwood South,Name
Vic 3551
Pick up address
Lot 34 Wildcherry Road, Lockwood
South
Telephone/Fax 03 5435 3148 Mobile 0407 349 372
Email: stevenlacey5@bigpond.com
Local, InterstateStorage available
 Quotation
No job too big or smallNSW, QLD,Victoria and Melbourne
Packing materials available

Businesses looking to source local produce can sign up to the City and Region of Gastronomy
newsletter to stay up to date with news about the launch of the Local Producers directory. Go to
vic.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=91459f01c1447b0bd865d8cb1&id=2b93024357
 Miscellaneous Charges

The Gastronomy region includes Greater Bendigo, Loddon, Campaspe, Central Goldfields,
Mount Alexander, Hepburn, Macedon Ranges, Buloke and Gannawarra Shire Councils.

 Storage
Pick up date
Storage Price

Weekly $
Monthly $

Paid from date

to date
Amount Paid $

STORAGE TO BE PAID (4) FOUR WEEKS IN A
Customers signature:
Cash



Cheque



EFTPOS

Banking Details
Bendigo Bank
Stanyer’s Removals
BSB 633 000
A/C 121884316
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KANGAROO FLAT COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE
meeting dates for 2021

GREEN COPY: OF

Looking to get
back into work?
Call Sophie on 0428 043 939
to discuss how we can help you.
*

The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise (KFCE) is a not for profit community
company, formed by residents of Kangaroo Flat and Districts to provide community
input and resources into local initiatives, programs and facilities.

*Subject to eligibility

Meetings are held Meetings are held on a monthly basis at 6pm at the
Kangaroo Flat Sports Club and dates for this year are:

1328 - DES - Flat Matters Advert - r1.indd 1

March 25 • April 29 • May 27 • June 24 • July 29 • August 26
• September 30 • October 28 • November 25
It would be great if we could get some more community minded people come on board
to be part of our enthusiastic committee in 2021. Participants get great satisfaction in
seeing new projects come to fruition across our community.

If you are interested contact us at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au

505 H igh Street, G olden S quare

P h o ne : 5 4 4 7 0 5 5 7
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KANGAROO FLAT FIRE BRIGADE
This month, we want to make sure everyone has
an evacuation plan in place in case of bushfire.
A well planned and acted fire escape plan could
save your life. Leaving early is always the best
option during a bushfire and having a plan in
place and making sure everyone knows exactly

what to do can really make this easier.
You can download a fire escape plan brochure
on the CFA website, which you and your family
can practice all year round. www.cfa.vic.gov.au
We hope everyone is staying safe.

VOLUNTEERS

est 1873

The Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade has proudly served the Kangaroo Flat
community as a 100% volunteer brigade since 1873.

CLIMATE CHANGE
ANSWER?
Mr Robert Newton, president of the Down
Under Normal Climate Elite (DUNCE) has, after
a 6-month study, discovered the way to halt the
dreaded Climate Change which is threatening
our survival.
He has invented the 10-hour clock. He went to
great trouble, searching ancient manuscripts and
cave carvings. He even found some old sundials
in Calothumpia which confirmed his belief that
by having only 10 hours of daylight and 10 hours
of night we can save 4 hours every day. Which
means a saving of 120 hours per month and an
enormous saving of 1560 hours in a year!

KANGAROO FLAT
PROBUS CLUB
Kangaroo Flat Probus is held at St.
Mary’s Anglican Church Complex.
The meetings are on the second Wednesday
of each month, with the Committee meeting at
8.45am.
Anyone wishing to find out more information
or thinking of joining please contact Mrs. Bev.

Blume on 5443 1809.
We did manage to have our February meeting,
followed by lunch at the Bendigo Stadium.
Ninety-two members attended the meeting
with 70 going for lunch. Our members enjoyed
catching up with people they had not seen for
months. How lucky we were, as two days later
the announcement of a five-day lockdown came
through.

KANGAROO FLAT RSL SUB BRANCH
The AGM for the Kangaroo Flat RSL was to be
held on February 17 but unfortunately it had to be
cancelled as Victoria was in lockdown.
We have the nominations for all positions and our
Audit is completed, so hopefully we can have the
AGM soon.
We sincerely hope to be able to get back to having
lunches at the Sports Club once a month, but we
cannot organise these too far in advance.

So instead of having heaters on in winter for 5
or 6 hours every night, with the 10-hour clock 3
or 4 would be enough. Just imagine how much
carbon dioxide and pollutants would remain
in the earth, thus preventing the world from
overheating.
Mr. Newton said “Everything is decimal these
days, so why not clocks as well”. He is leaving
to take his invention to the WHO as soon as the
COVID scare is over.
“It’s people like him who care for humanity
and is doing something about it” said Simon
Saiz, minister for inventions. His Patent will be
submitted to the Government on the 1st April.
Roger Burns.
We sincerely hope our AGM will be able to go
ahead on Wednesday March 10. All nominations
are in place. We are booked to go to the
Windermere for lunch.
This year is the 30th anniversary of Kangaroo Flat
Probus and we have organised a celebration at
our April meeting. Our Committee will try to keep
everyone informed if there are any alterations to
these times. Please take care and stay safe.

ANZAC DAY
Melbourne decided two and a half months out they will not be holding
a March and Services to be “ticketed” events only. We may have to
do the same. We do also have to have advice from the local Police
and City Council to be sure COVID safe planning is in place. At this
stage we are going to have ANZAC Badge selling with one stall only in
Lansell Plaza, outside Woolworths Supermarket, Golden Square and
our Pop-Up shop outside the RSL Hall in Station Street, Kangaroo
Flat. There will be a number of Honesty Boxes placed at various
outlets throughout Kangaroo Flat.
We will keep members informed as to what is happening as each
event gets closer.
Please take care and stay safe.
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WORLD GAMES DAY
HIGHLIGHTS GAMES FROM
DIFFERENT CULTURES
The City of Greater Bendigo’s Intercultural
Ambassadors Program is holding a World Games
Day to celebrate Harmony Day and mark the
opening of Cultural Diversity Week on Saturday
March 20 in the Bendigo Library and Gardens.
A range of both indoor and outdoor games will
be featured as part of the event between 10am
and 1pm on the Library Garden lawn and in the
Library’s indoor spaces. COVID-19 rules will apply on the day.
This event is an opportunity for local residents to
experience something new and fun.
Ambassador Bruno Spandonide said everyone is
invited to come along on the day.
“We’re looking forward to sharing the games of
our cultures with other members of the community and we are looking forward to a great day,” Mr
Spandonide said.
The City’s Intercultural Ambassadors Program
was launched in September 2019 to increase
connections, broaden understanding and support
the participation of diverse cultural groups in
community life. It’s an important part of the City’s
commitment to cultural diversity and inclusion
and to being a liveable and welcoming City.
• • •

RECOVERY ACTIVATION
FUND SUPPORTS NEW
CREATIVE PROJECTS

unique Back Creek Art Trail, connecting the
community through cycling, walking and art. This
new program will encourage participants to find
scavenger hunt tiles using clues, visit some of
Bendigo’s best cafés, discover the location of the
secret mural, and go into the draw to win a prize.

“The activities at the Lanterns will complement
the existing businesses in the Mall and these
new tenants will have the opportunity to raise
their profile and promote their brand, products or
services or host pop up events in the heart of the
city.”

Hearts of Gold is a collaborative work between
Indigenous artist Aunty Marilyne Nicholls and
British migrant artist Helena Read. Grounded
in the traditions of their respective cultures and
families, this work combines traditional weaving,
printmaking and sculpture to explore the complex
and problematic local histories of gold mining and
genocide. It will take place at various locations
from May 23 to June 3.

The two Lantern structures, which were former
bathroom blocks, were refitted last year and
repurposed to be suitable for new pop up
spaces for businesses. The buildings have been
refurbished to include a servery window that
opens onto the Mall.

The Love Your Local Creative campaign will also
support the development of new free exhibitions
showcasing the latest artwork by local artists.

“These are flexible spaces that would allow for
a wide range of tenancies so we look forward to
hearing ideas from applicants on how best they
can use the spaces and create interest.”

Narcissus Herself is an exhibition of self-portrait
work from emerging Bendigo based artist Melanie
Thoren at Dudley House from April 23 to May 4.
The work focuses on using portraiture to explore
inner emotions and identity.
Andre Sardone Steel Life is an exhibition exploring
the link between art and nature, consisting of
sculptural works in steel by Andre Sardone and
photographs by Bridget Finch. The exhibition will
be held at Dudley House from June 16 to June 29.
More pop-up performances and installations to
activate the city are planned soon. Please visit
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/lylcreatives
to
keep up to date with forthcoming events.
• • •

CALL FOR SHORT TERM
TENANTS AT HARGREAVES

MALL LANTERNS

The City of Greater Bendigo’s $40,000 Creative
Recovery Activation Fund has led to over 14 new
creative projects being developed with more
planned to support artists and creatives.
The local arts and creative industry has been one
of the hardest hit sectors during the COVID-19
pandemic. The City Recovery Activation Fund
was set up last October to provide opportunities
for creatives to maintain and grow their skills and
support those who have been unable to work
due to cancelled public events and the closure
of venues.
City grants of up to $3,000 were made available
and the response to the call out from creatives
was strong.
The brief was to support the local creative
economy and activate our public spaces and we
received many imaginative and innovative ideas
from applicants.
Many of these events and activation ideas have
now come to fruition for the community to enjoy
with more scheduled over the coming months.
The Back Creek Art Trail Scavenger Hunt will
run April 2 to April 21 (during the Easter school
holidays). The Scavenger Hunt activity has been
designed by Wes Franklin to activate Bendigo’s

“Tenants occupying the Lanterns can also make
use of the immediate outside area of the structure
bases and under awnings.

This initiative is in response to community
consultation on the Hargreaves Mall and part of
the Transforming the City Centre Action Plan. The
overall aim is to further invigorate the vibrancy of
the city centre as a great place to relax, shop and
do business.
A new shade structure, a curved wood design,
is expected to be installed in the Mall by August
to provide all-weather protection and create a
softer, welcoming space. The structure will allow
the Mall to be used all year round and support
a wider range of uses, including events, markets
and entertainment. Initial work has also begun on
a private hotel development in the Mall with the
main demolition and building expected to start
this winter.
To apply for a short term tenancy at the
Lanterns, please visit https://www.bendigo.
vic.gov.au/Hargreaves-Mall

Businesses and individuals are
invited to submit an expression of
interest to become a temporary
tenant at the Lanterns in
Hargreaves Mall to showcase
their goods and services or host
pop up events.
The short term tenancies at the
Lanterns aim to stimulate retail
activity and bring new business,
creativity and a variety of
attractions to the Mall.
City of Greater Bendigo Director
Strategy and Growth Bernie
O’Sullivan said the initiative was
an opportunity to support small
businesses
recovering
from
the COVID-19 pandemic and
promote themselves in a unique
way in a high profile location.
“The pop-up spaces are suitable
for all kinds of businesses from
micro-retailers, creatives, startups, home-based or online
ventures to fitness and wellbeing
professionals who are interested
in using these centrally located
spaces,” Mr O’Sullivan said.
“Tenancies will be short term,
flexible and at no cost to
successful
applicants,
and
the City will provide significant
logistical support.

Starts at 60 Club Community
& Travel Buddies Meet-Ups
are casual social events organized by
Volunteer hosts in your area. Singles and Couples
60 plus or thereabouts are welcome to join us at
Windermere Hotel, 112 High Street, Kangaroo Flat
Bendigo Victoria on First Wednesday of
every Month at 10am to enjoy a relaxed
get- together and enjoying coffee/meal with
like minded people.
New members are always Welcome, Cost-Free.
Next Meeting will be held on 3/3/2021 10am
Please Contact your host
RSVP lindamccabe.60@gmail.com or
www.startsat60.com/meetups
click on Bendigo list to confirm going

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
CWA KANGAROO
FLAT BRANCH

The CWA of Victoria's 2021 determinations
are:

We invite local women to join our
Branch for friendship, community
service and fun.
Our Meetings are open for anyone to come
along and have a 'cuppa' and a chat and see
what we are doing in the community.
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IN ENGINE REBUILDS
ALLPhillips
YOURDrive,
VEHICLES
INCLUDING
15
Kangaroo Flat
PETROL, SPECIALISING
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au
PETROL,
SPECIALISING
5447
7768
IN ENGINE REBUILDS
IN ENGINE REBUILDS
15 Phillips Drive, 15Kangaroo
FlatFlat
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au

5447 7768
5447 7768

Theme: Engage, support, challenge
State Project: CWA of Vic Inc. IT systems
upgrade and maintenance
Product/Resource: Grasses - not just lawn
Country of Study: Indigenous Australia
Social Issues Focus: Safe Home for All

We are more than tea, scones and craft - we
have great projects and roles for contributions
by all.

Thanksgiving Fund: Endometriosis Research
- via Jean Hailes for Women's Health Medical
Centre

As Meetings are not back to normal yet, please
contact President Greta on 5443 4803 for
meeting information.

In February our Branch attended the Bendigo
Northern Group Covid Safe AGM and
Conference hosted by Campbells Forest
Branch.

Greta has a CWA segment with Jenny Rainsford
on Phoenix radio 106.7fm on the second
Wednesday of the month after the 10am news
at approximately 10.15am.
In September this year, our Branch will be
celebrating our 70th Birthday with a Reunion
of past and present members. Please contact
Greta if interested in helping the Branch
celebrate.

For
more
information
go
to
CWAbendigonortherngroup on Facebook for
updates about meetings and functions contact
President Greta on 5443 4803.

The CWA aim to provide assistance for families
in need, disaster relief, funds for medical
research, and grants for country students and
women to further their studies.

St Mary’s

Anglican Church

193-195 High Street Kangaroo Flat Vic 3555

03 5447 7427

LEO TREBLE
B.Bus (Acc) Dip FP
5 Camp St
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

T:
F:

03 5447 7500
03 5447 1922

PO Box 1333
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

E:

admin@
trebleaccountants.com.au

28 Mar Palm Sunday

9.00am Traditional Service
5.00pm Sundays@5

ADVERTISE HERE FOR

1 Apr Maundy Thursday 7.00pm Service (inc Foot Washing)

JUST

2 Apr Good Friday

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

4 Apr Easter Day

9.00am Service (inc Passion Reading)
6.00am Dawn Service
10.00am Traditional Service
5.00pm Sundays@5

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters
Church Corner
WEEKEND CHURCH SERVICES
UNITING CHURCH
Cnr Church & Camp Streets, Sunday
9:30am. Phone 5447 9998
ST. MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
193-195 High Street Kangaroo Flat
10.00am Holy Communion Service
5.00pm Sunday@5 Service
Listen in to Life105.1fm Sundays at 8.30am
for a message from St Mary’s.
Phone 5447 7427.
ST. MONICA’S ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Station Street and High St, Kangaroo Flat
Saturdays at 6pm and Sundays at 9am.
Phone 5443 4400

BAPTIST CHURCH
Church Street, Sundays 10am, and the Karen
language service each Sunday at 2pm

ADVERTISE HERE FOR

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

JUST

Y’S Mens Hall, 8 Lockwood Rd Kangaroo
Flat. Worship Sunday 10am.
Phone: 5441 3527 or 0413 682 999

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

$50 PER MONTH

COMMON GROUND CHURCH
Maiden Gully Community Hall, Calder Hwy,
Maiden Gully.
Sundays at 10 am. Phone 0423 700 770
ENJOY CHURCH
10 Phillips Dr, Kangaroo Flat, Sunday
10am - Ps Martin 0403 266 008
Kangaroo Flat weekend
* BEFORE ATTENDING, PLEASE CHECK
DETAILS WITH YOUR CHURCH.

226 High St Kangaroo Flat
5445 7400

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Hello everyone. Our church is open to all. We welcome anyone seeking
healing and blessing.
We preach the Word of God and we are empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Our first Sunday service is followed by a shared lunch. Once a month we
have Christian karaoke to lead our worship. Join us in the Y community Hall
opposite Aldi at 10am. The Dunlop Lane used to be called Jerusalem Lane.
Anyone needing prayer can ring Ps Peter Pritchard on 0413 682 999.

EASTER SERVICES

BENDIGO SOUTH UNITING CHURCH CLUSTER
THURSDAY 1ST APRIL (MAUNDY THURSDAY)
6:30PM ‘TENEBRAE’ MEAL & SERVICE
CHUM STREET UNITING CHURCH
MAPLE STREET, GOLDEN SQUARE
CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS COST OF MEAL.
RSVP BY MARCH 26 TO GLENDA 0409 333 175.
FRIDAY 2ND APRIL (GOOD FRIDAY)
9:30AM COMBINED CLUSTER SERVICE
KANGAROO FLAT UNITING CHURCH
CHURCH & CAMP STREETS, KANGAROO FLAT
SUNDAY APRIL 4 (EASTER DAY)
9:30AM KANGAROO FLAT UNITING CHURCH HOLY COMMUNION
9:30AM LOCKWOOD UNITING CHURCH,
(ALT CALDER HIGHWAY)
11:00AM CHUM STREET UNITING CHURCH HOLY COMMUNION
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Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
BENDIGO COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES WINS AUSTRALIAN
MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT AWARD
The work of Bendigo Community Health Services
in supporting refugee communities through the
Coronavirus pandemic has been recognised with
a national award.
Federal Minister for Immigration, Citizenship,
Migrant Services and Multicultural Affairs Alex
Hawke MP announced the BCHS Coronavirus
Refugee Resource Hub as the winner of the SETS
Settlement innovation category of the Australian
Migration and Settlement Awards during a virtual
ceremony last night.
The award recognised the work our Settlement
Services and Cultural Diversity teams have done
in keeping refugee communities safe for the past
11 months through an online Coronavirus Refugee
Resource Hub, supporting partner agencies and
business, free Coronavirus Telephone Hotline and
anti-racism campaign with Victoria Police and
Believe In Bendigo.
The hub's translated videos and information sheets
have not only helped the Bendigo community but
been extensively used by organisations in the
Wimmera and even shared to families and friends
across the world.
Bendigo Community Health Services staff member
Zahir Azimi was a short-listed finalist in the Case
Worker of the Year Award for his work with the
Afghan community in Bendigo.
BCHS Cultural Diversity and Relationships team
manager Kaye Graves said the organisation was
very proud the work being done in Bendigo to

MAIDEN GULLY SCHOOL
UPGRADE
Students at Maiden Gully Primary School are a
step closer to getting the facilities they need for
a great start in life, with an architect appointed to
design the school’s exciting upgrade.
Member Bendigo West, Maree Edwards,
announced that FPPV Architects have been
appointed to design the school’s $5.1 million
upgrade.
The upgrade will see the modernisation of
Maiden Gully Primary School.
In the past five years, the Labor Government

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS
TO EXPAND MIDDLETON
PRISON

support refugee communities was recognised in
two of the three national awards presented last
night.
"Our commitment and dedication to supporting
the health and wellbeing of refugee communities in
Bendigo drives the work we do," Ms Graves said.
"We spend a lot of time consulting with the
community to find out the real needs and then
co-designing with community and our bilingual
staff to develop resources and information to
meet those needs. We've learned that simple and
clear messaging is essential in giving our refugee
communities what they need to stay informed
and safe during times such as this Coronavirus
pandemic.
"We learned that trust and speaking to someone
directly was important to the refugee community
so we launched the free Karen Coronavirus
Telephone Hotline so our Karen staff could answer
questions directly in Karen language.
"Our staff supported businesses such as KR
Castlemaine and Hazeldene's Chicken Farm
to ensure their staff were aware of important
information during outbreaks and worked with
valued partners such as Bendigo Health to help
raise awareness around testing clinics and the
testing procedure.
"And when we heard of reports of Coronavirusrelated abuse in Bendigo we quickly worked with
Victoria Police Inspector Shane Brundell and
Believe In Bendigo to make a video that raised

has invested more than $9 billion in more than
1,600 school upgrades – creating more than
10,000 construction jobs – and is now ahead
of schedule its commitment to open 100 new
schools by 2026, with 48 new schools opening
between 2019 and 2022.

awareness about this behaviour, why it's not
acceptable and how to report incidents to police.
We distributed more than 3000 Everybody's
Welcome yellow bin stickers across Bendigo to
show community support."
Ms Graves said the Settlement team continued to
make regular contact with refugee clients to check
on their welfare.
"The dedication to their community and growth
in skills and confidence of our staff during this
Coronavirus time has been inspiring. It's been
amazing to watch and they should all be very
proud of what's been achieved," she said.
"Our work continues. We are still creating
information around Coronavirus as the landscape
changes and will now focus on vaccine support.
We have also launched a Bushfire and Summer
Safety Resource Hub to keep refugee communities
informed and safe around fire, floods and heat
health.
"We are also continuing our work to educate around
other important issues such as a new Gambling
Awareness campaign, Hepatitis education
campaign and NDIS awareness. We are committed
to making sure our refugee communities not only
feel welcome and safe in Bendigo but well cared
for though their life journey. It's important to our
community and important for Bendigo."
See
our
award-winning
Refugee
Resource
Hub:
CoronavirusRefugees

Coronavirus
https://bit.ly/

facilities their kids need to thrive.”

Maree Edwards says the Labor Government is
building the Education State to ensure that every
student can access a great local school and get
a quality education.
“We’re making sure that our schools have the
best facilities, our classrooms have the best
teachers and that every child is given every
chance to succeed. Maiden Gully families are
a step closer to get-ting the great local school
Member for Bendigo West, Maree Edwards, met
with project team members on site to turn the
first sod on a $37.6 million construction project in
Castlemaine to upgrade and expand the capacity
of Middleton Prison by 39 beds.
Ms Edwards was then taken on a tour of the site to
see the locations for new buildings and hear about
security upgrades and building refurbishments.
The project is expected to create 165 jobs during
construction, including around 50 roles in the
Bendigo area, and a range of opportunities for
local contractors until construction is completed
in mid-2022.
Under its contract with local construction firm
Fairbrother Pty Ltd, the project will see targeted
investment in social enterprises and jobs for

disadvantaged Victorians.
The Dja Dja Wurrung, traditional owners of the
land on which the prison sits, have been involved
in planning upgrades to the prison’s indigenous
garden as well as on prison education and cultural
awareness programs.
Maree Edwards says the Middleton Prison project
at Castlemaine is part of a $798 million program
to expand the capacity of five Victorian prisons,
providing flexibility to respond to future needs with
construction.
“This expansion will help create local jobs across
Castlemaine and the Bendigo region, with local
firms undertaking the project’s design and
construction. I’m pleased to see work start on
these im-proved facilities.’’

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters
MAIDEN GULLY PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
NEWS
For the Xmas Raffle the MGPA purchased all the contents of the three
hampers from our local businesses. Each hamper contained $500.00 worth
of produce and vouchers. We were surprised to make a small profit reduced
This was offset slightly with the purchase of fruit cakes (they had sold out
of Plum puddings) to be given out to Maiden Gully residents 80 years old
and over. Thanks to our local IGA that allowed us to sell tickets outside their
doors. Thanks to our volunteers who sold the tickets and a big thanks to all
who supported this venture.

about the proposed future upgrade of the Calder Highway Maiden Gully
Intersection Full details can be found on our website. Unfortunately,
the Survey Monkey questions posted on our Facebook page were the
wrong draft, however we can gain enough meaningful data to present
our findings to Maree Edwards (our local state Member) for consideration
with the possibility of our recommendations being relayed to the Minister.
• W
 e said farewell to Julie and Jim Baird proprietors of the Maiden Gully
Café via our Facebook page. Both have been stalwarts of the community
raising over $130,000 for the Neil Daniher Drive to provide funds for MMD.
Their popularity was shown by over 8000 hits on our Facebook page.
Image: Julie and Sandy at the Maiden Gully Cafe.

A lot has been happening over the past two months:
• T
 he dynamic of our Association is evolving. New members are joining
each month. More and more of the major stakeholders in Maiden Gully
are becoming members increasing our influence.
• A
 new printer and software programs have been purchased keeping
us abreast with current trends. Our new Secretary Melissa Bishop
has enabled our meetings to become multimedia presentations. Our
Treasurer has embraced online phone banking and we are considering
purchasing a portable eftpos machine.
• R
 egular meeting dates have been changed to the first Thursday in the
month in the Maiden Gully Community Hall.
• C
 raig Arrowsmith Principal of the Maiden Gully Primary has commenced
interviews to select an architect for the School upgrade.
• W
 e welcomed the Maiden Gully Medical Practice opening early January
in our main shopping precinct.
• A
 s the Autumn Festival was postponed due to the pandemic, the $7,000
grant from the CofGB has been re appropriated towards the completion
of a feasibility study of linked bike paths with staged development
throughout Maiden Gully.
• Currently we are seeking a community response regarding our concerns

• W
 e have a committee led by Brendan McDonald considering all aspects
of a Maiden Gully Community Hub.

INVITING NETBALLERS
RETURNING and NEWCOMERS to

PAR 3 DAY
Sunday 14th March 2021

JOIN US
CASTLEMAINE FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB
Join our FRIENDLY LOCAL CLUB in season 2021.
We play Saturdays in the Bendigo Football Netball League.

7.30 am assembly for 8 am hit off

Pre-season soon at Gingell Street end on our Netball court in
Castlemaine. Bendigo Team Training commencing mid March.

Nearest the Pin on every hole

Sign-in 5 mins before, Covid restrictions apply.

Next DATE: Tuesday 9th March from 5.30pm.
NO sessions on Fri. 5th March prior to Labour Day.

Two person Ambrose

Men, women or mixed
$30 per player entry, (pizzas before presentations)
Entries to Mark Smith 0409 236 671 or Adam Brown 0408 705 037
“Central Victoria’s Best Kept Golfing Secret”
77 Belvoir Park Road, Ravenswood Vic 3453 Ph: (03) 5435 3370
bpgc@bigpond.com
www.belvoirparkgc.com
( Inc. # A0001428D)

Contacts for more information: Gabby on 0407 980 817 or
secretary@castlemainefnc.com.au

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
Group Gatherings
Alcoholics Anonymous
8pm Sunday @ St Marys Anglican Church,
193-195 High Street Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from carpark at rear on corner Bank
St/Church St.
Enquiries 1300 22 22 22.
Bendigo Coin & Collectables Club Inc.
Meet every Friday fortnight at 7.30 pm
Venue - Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet
St. Bendigo.
New Members Welcome
Contact Andrew Palmer 0411 796 730
Bendigo Evening VIEW Club
“Voice, Interest,Education for Women”
Supporting The Smith Family by raising
funds to help disadvantaged students with
their education needs.
4th Wednesday of month at 6pm for 6.30pm
NOTE NEW TIME!
At the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club,
1c Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Meals $23.
Bookings Deidre McDougall 0419 595 674
Or for all enquiries re club Cheryl Scully
0439 316 021
Bendigo Garden Club Inc.
3RD Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the McKinnon Pavilion, no meetings during
the months of January, July, December.
Bendigo Showgrounds.
Contact: Laurelle Smith Secretary 5447 0017
New Members Always Welcome
Bendigo Gem Club Inc.
10 Galvin St. BENDIGO 3550
Email: bendigogemclubinc@gmail.com
Website: https://bendigogemclub.tidyhq.com
BGC meet Tuesdays & Thursdays
Zoom chat Wednesdays 8pm
Tuesdays
5-8.30 pm Instruction available in
silversmithing & cabochons
Thursdays
10am-4pm silversmithing, cabochons,
faceting,
mineral group.
Instruction available
GEM EXPO second weekend September
Members online shop
Silver casting
Only 10 min walk from Bendigo Station
Bendigo Legion Angling Club
7.30pm 1st Monday of the month.
The Den at Dower Park, Station Street,
Kangaroo Flat.
Bendigo Philatelic Society .
Night Meetings on the first Tuesday each
month at 7:30pm
CVGT - Corner Stanfield and Jackson Street,
Long Gully.
Contact Joy (Secretary) on 0439 473 645 or
Libby (President) on 0448 120 066
All visitors welcome.
Bendigo Positive Birthing
www.facebook.com/bendigopositivebirthing
for more details phone: 0447 453 644
Bgo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club
monthly meetings last Monday of month
7.30pm in the Y Community Hall, Lockwood
Road, opposite ALDI.
Club’s web site on www.brcac.asn.au
Community Enterprise
Last Thursday of each month, 6pm, Sports
Club Dower Park

GROUPS & CLUBS

CWA Kangaroo Flat Branch
C.W.A. Kangaroo Flat Branch
3rd Thursday of Month
1.30 pm at Uniting Church Hall,
Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Interesting speakers & Monthly Craft Day.
All Ladies Welcome - Afternoon Tea
More Details 5446-8323
Look up the web for complete overview
www.cwaofvic.org.au

INCLUDE YOUR GROUP OR CLUB MEETING
TIMES BY CONTACTING FLAT MATTERS

Outdoor activities for boys and girls
aged 6 – 18 years old.
Please contact Group Leader
Craig Whan on 5444 4114.

Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat:
Meet each Monday 6pm for 6.30 start at
the Rotary Function Centre (opposite Apco).
New members welcome
www.facebook.com/rotarykangarooflat/

Lions Club
2nd Wednesday of each month, Business
meeting, Lions Club Rooms, Dower Park
– 7.00pm. 4th Wednesday of each month,
Dinner meeting at varying locations - 6pm
for 6.30pm start.
President Heather Gartside
Secretary Richard Hall 5499 6100

RSL
Contact Craig Chilver (03) 5447 8312
Meeting held at 10am on 3rd Tuesday of the
month. Light refreshments supplied.
Social Club meet 1st and 4th Tuesdays of
each month at 10.30am.
New members welcome.
Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.

Maiden Gully Fire Brigade
First Tuesday of each month
Firefighter Training Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Maiden Gully Fire Station
5 Beckhams Road, Maiden Gully
Contact through www.maidengullycfa.org.au

Special Olympics Group

1st Maiden Gully Scout Group

Spring Gully Dance

Golden Square Croquet Club
Every Monday and Friday.
Contact Jenny, 0438 713 190,
Don 5449 6332.
For Junior players Saturday mornings
contact Bill 5447 3439

Maiden Gully Scouts meet every week
during the school term at the Maiden Gully
Scout Hall, Cnr Beckhams Rd and Calder
Hwy, Maiden Gully:

Dancing every Saturday night 8 - 12pm,
and Monday nights from 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Venue - Spring Gully Hall, 135 Spring Gully
Road, Bendigo
Contact Keith 5444 2953

Greater Bendigo Danceland Inc.
A Social Dance every Saturday night at 8pm.
Venue - St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall,
26 Myers St. Bendigo.
Contact Barb 5443 5380.

Scouts (11-15yrs) Thursday 7-9pm)

Enjoy Church
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat
Details: http://enjoy.church/bendigo.
Contact: Campus Pastor Martin Oravec on
0403 266 008.
Friends of Crusoe No. 7 Park
Meet first Wednesday of every 2nd month
starting February at the Rotary Gateway Park
at 7pm, plus has working bees and activities
in the parks.
Contact the Secretary at focr7p@gmail.com

Heartbeat Bendigo Branch
A support group for cardiac patients, family
& friends. Fundraising for cardiac equipment
through public and social events. Meetings
held bi-monthly on 3rd Sunday. Jan, March,
May, July, Sept, Nov. 2pm at Chum Street
Uniting Church hall. Enquiries to President
Frank Ward - 5447 4545 or 0407 855 685.
Heart Foundation Walking Group –
Community Wellbeing Walkers
Every Tuesday 11.15
Meet at Lifestyle Choices, the corner of Neil
and Station street Kangaroo Flat -30 minute
walk along the Bendigo Creek Track.
All welcome contact Jennifer 0419878836
myhealth@mentoronline.com.au
Kangaroo Flat Baptist Church
“Come and Chat Group”
Knitting for missions – a welcome cuppa
and good conversations.
We support a girl in Nepal.
Enjoy good company every Monday 9.30am
till midday.
All Welcome!
Kangaroo Flat Community House
21 Woolcock Avenue, Kangaroo Flat
Ph. 5447 9687
Open Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm
Various programs including: social group,
yoga, craft, playgroup, cooking, meditation,
art, tax help, applications for NILS (No
Interest Loan Scheme)
More information on our Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/
kangarooflatcommunityhouse
Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade
Meets First Thursday of each Month.
Fire Fighter Training
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Kangaroo Flat Fire Station
Helm Street, Kangaroo Flat
Contact: 54470204

Kangaroo Flat Scout Group

Joey Scouts (6-7yrs) Tuesday 5.30 –6.30pm
Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) Thursdays 7-8.30pm
To find out more contact Cate on
0405 381 611
Needles & Threads
Meet two Mondays of each month from
10am to 12noon. Please phone Karen for
Yearly list of dates.
Bring your knitting or crochet.
New members welcome.
Venue. St. Mary’s Anglican Church Hall,
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enquiries to Karen – Ph: 0409 188 622
Partners of Veterans Assoc
3rd Monday of the month, at 11.30am at the RSL
Playgroup for under 5’s
Every Monday during school terms
from 9:30 –11:00am, at Kangaroo Flat
Uniting Church, cnr Church & Camp Streets.
Contacts: Anne 0411 127 925 or
Karen 0413 390 977
Probus Club of Kangaroo Flat (Mixed) Inc.
Every 2nd Wednesday each month 9.45am
St. Mary’s Church Complex High St, K/Flat.
Contact Bev. Blume 5443 1809. - Visitors
welcome.
RAAF Association-Bendigo Branch
1st Thursday each month February - December.
11.00 am. to 12 noon with lunch afterwards.
At Bendigo District RSL, Havilah Road, Bgo
Contact: Glenis Gordon, Secretary/Treasurer
C/- Post Office, Raywood. 3570
Phone: 5436 9293
Email: glenblairmichael@gmail.com
Membership open to ex Air Force Personnel
and their relatives.

Pam (President) 0418 304 927
John (Ten Pin Bowling Coach)
0400 641 405
Michele (Barracudas Swim Coach)
0409 173 656

The Little Chimps Playgroup
Commencing on the 8th October at 396
High Street Golden Square in the Seventh
Day Adventist church hall. Every Wednesday
during school term from 10:30am - 12:00pm.
Contact Kerryn Greaves 0432 354 617.
Please see enclosed a flyer for further
information.
U3A Bendigo
Life-long learning and activities for
mature aged people.
Gathering: 4th Wednesday of month.
Website: http://home.vicnet.net.
au/~u3abgo/
BLOG: http://u3a-bendigo.blogspot.com.au/
Email: u3abgo@bigpond.com
or Phone 5447 1812
Volaire Calisthenics
Maiden Gully
Classes: Recreational and competitive
teams. For participants age 3 and over.
Contact Volaire for class times.
Phone: 0437 343 656
Y’s Service Club (Women)
2nd Tuesday of the month, contact
0409 179 485 for venue details
Y Service Club of Bendigo South
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Y’s
Clubrooms, Lockwood Rd. at 12 noon.
Y Service Club of Kangaroo Flat
every Wednesday at 6.30pm Y Community
Hall. Lockwood Rd opposite ALDI.
ph 5447 1587

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters

BENDIGO WRITERS FESTIVAL RETURNS IN MAY
The festival will comprise 51 events featuring
104 international and Australian writers,
including author Don Watson, former
politicians Cathy McGowan and Scott
Ludlam, social researcher Hugh Mackay and
comedian Fiona O’Laughlin.
Bendigo Writers Festival Director Rosemary
Sorensen said the festival focus had always
been on embracing the “good life”, as well as
food and health.
“This year there’s an even more urgent need
to hear from smart, informed and helpful
writers about what it means to have a good
life,” Ms Sorensen said.

Bendigo Writers Festival will
return from May 6-9, with a mix
of in-person and digital events
to cater for all audiences.
The theme for this year’s festival is ‘Strewth!’
reflecting the many new challenges and
experienc-es that 2020 presented.

“For those who attend in person, we’ve
devised a program schedule that is safe,
comfortable and highly entertaining.
“The expansion of online event presentation
means we can welcome writers from places
like New York and London, as well as opening
up to anyone, anywhere, to share our event.
“We’re so looking forward to welcoming
everyone back to Bendigo Writers Festival
this year.”
The Festival takes place at several venues

across the city including The Capital,
Ulumbarra and Bendigo Library. The festival
has adopted COVID-Safe seating plans that
ensure physical dis-tancing at all venues.
International
guests
include:
Steven
Greenblatt, Nicholson Baker, Amitav Ghosh,
Peter Van Den Ende, Adam Sharp, Wenfei
Tong, Simon Parke, Daniel Lee, James
Canton, Ketan Joshi, Raj Pa-tel and David
Rothkopf.
Australian writers include Eugen Bacon,
Ella Baxter, James Boyce, Steve Carroll,
Danielle Celermajer, Stephen Conte, Zoe
Daniel, Elizabeth Flux, Zana Fraillon, Hilde
Hinton and Samuel Johnson,
Meredith
Lake, Scott Ludlum, Hugh Mackay, Sophie
Masson, Thomas Mayor, Cathy McGowan,
Louise Milligan, Sacha Molitorisz, Margo
Neale, Rachel Nightingale, Garth Nix, Fiona
O’Loughlin, Yves Rees, Madeleine Ryan, Jock
Serong, Margaret Simons, Jessica Walton,
Don Watson, Pip Williams, Alice Zaslavsky
and Nevo Zisin.
Tickets go on sale on March 10, at
bendigowritersfestival.com.au.

IMAGINE GREATER BENDIGO LAUNCHED
Imagine Greater Bendigo 30 years from now. What do you see?
That is what the City of Greater Bendigo is asking residents as part of
Imagine Greater Bendigo – an opportunity for residents to help shape an
exciting future for our city and region.
All feedback received as part of this project will help Council prepare a new
community vision and Council Plan, Financial Plan, and Municipal Public
Health and Wellbeing Plan by October 2021. An Asset Plan will also be
developed in 2022.
This is important work and a requirement of the new Local Government Act
(2020) and Public Health and Wellbeing Act (2008).

Mondays 9:30 - 11:00am
(except public & school holidays)

at Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church
(cnr church & camps sts. (opposite ‘aldi’)

What to bring: a piece of fruit for snack time
Cost: gold coin donation.
Contact: Anne 0411 127 925 or Karen 0413 390 977

To
kick-start
the
consultation
process,
residents
are
being
asked two questions:
• W
 hat makes Greater
Bendigo a great place
to live now?
• W
 hat
would
make
Greater Bendigo an
even better place to live
30 years from now?
The consultation process
has been divided into three stages, so there will be plenty of opportuni-ties
for people to share their thoughts in ways that best suit them, including
through a survey, listening posts and a community art project, Imagine it –
Draw it!, where drawing tables will be set up in key locations and residents
can draw their vision of the future.
All feedback received will help Council to invest in projects and services that
support your overall wellbeing. So have your say and tell us what a future
Greater Bendigo looks like to you.
To complete the community survey and for more information on all
consultation opportunities for Imagine Greater Bendigo, visit the City’s
new online engagement platform at www.letstalkgreaterbendigo.com.
au/imagine

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
48 years Industry Experience

Established 1971 / Rec 12281

Postal: PO Box 1217, Kangaroo Flat, 3555
Email: office@mcclureelectrical.com.au
Phone:

5447 2691

Rural
Domestic
Commercial
& Industrial

LIBRARIES FOR THE
FUTURE - HAVE YOUR SAY!

• J

ump
online
and
Community Survey librariesforthefuture

Help us understand what a great library service
looks like, and contribute to our plans for the
future!

• C
 omplete a paper copy of our Community
Survey at your local library

Imagine your ideal library. What would it look
like? What would it offer? Where would it be
located?
We're working to develop a plan for library
services across our region for the next ten
years, and we need your help!
We have a number of ideas about what makes a
library service great, but we need your opinions
too! What do you value about the library? What
would you like to see from your local library in
years to come? Do you use a library? If not,
what, if anything would encourage you to use
one more?

complete
our
ncgrl.vic.gov.au/

• S
 hare your thoughts on our interactive inlibrary displays
• J
oin a special interest group meeting, or
have a chat at one of our listening sessions;
email lucym@ncgrl.vic.gov.au, give us a call
on 5449 2756 or head to ncgrl.vic.gov.au/
librariesforthefuture to find out more!
Complete our survey (and share your
details) to go into the draw to win a $50 gift
voucher to a local business of your choice!
#LoveYourLocal

Community needs, hopes and expectations
of public libraries are ever-changing, and it’s
important that we hear from you so we can
continue to improve and deliver the services
you want, and perhaps more importantly, need.

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

Michael Keena, Managing Director
Bachelor of Business (Accounting)
Graduate Diploma of Taxation,
Diploma of Financial Planning, FCPA
1/227 Barnard Street, Bendigo 3550
Tel: (03) 5444 0700 Fax: (03) 5444 0600
Mail: P O Box 1206, Kangaroo Flat 3555
Email: michael.keena@kjaaccountants.com.au

195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat

5447 0927

Brian and Lyn Leidle
your local funeral directors.
www.mountalexanderfunerals.com

If you’d like to get involved in shaping the future
of our libraries, there are a number of ways you
can do so:

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK WANTED ON OUTDOOR DINING
The community is invited to take part in a new
survey to measure the success of the expanded
outdoor dining initiative, introduced during
the COVID-19 pandemic to help hospitality
businesses to keep trading and recover
financially.
With support from State Government, outdoor
dining was expanded as a key ingredient to
sup-port the economic recovery of hospitality
businesses. It meant more patrons could be
served outdoors in public spaces to boost
capacity in a COVID safe way and help
businesses to keep on trading.
The City of Greater Bendigo fast tracked
applications from business owners who wished
to start or expand their outdoor dining footprint.
Fees were waived on all outdoor dining charges
as part of the 2020/2021 Budget.
Bull Street, between Pall Mall and Hargreaves
Street, was partially closed to allow hospitality
businesses to expand into the street. The City
provided 52 water-filled barriers and 40 concrete
barriers around the city centre. Some businesses
extended along the footpath or expanded in
allocated car parking bays outside of their
business which were converted into dining areas.
The City received a $500,000 grant to support
improving public infrastructure for the purpose of
expanding outdoor dining and activating public
spaces, including adjustable platforms, ramps
and lighting. More public space and activation
measures are being planned to support outdoor
dining until the end of June and promote it.
Director Strategy and Growth Bernie O’Sullivan
said 51 traders in Greater Bendigo took up the
opportunity to expand their outdoor dining areas
with all related Council fees waived and City

staff assessed each location carefully to ensure
spaces were accessible, safe and comfortable.
“The community will be familiar with the physical
infrastructure put in place to expand outdoor
areas and hopefully many people have been
taking advantage of the outdoor dining offerings
during the past four months,” Mr O’Sullivan said.
“As these outdoor measures are temporary and
only in place until June 30, 2021, we are starting
a comprehensive evaluation and consultation
process and the community is invited to have
their say on the outdoor dining initiative and its
overall impact.
“We are seeking feedback on various aspects of
the outdoor dining initiative, including the public
space infrastructure, whether the extended
outdoor dining has contributed to the vibrancy of
the city and suburbs, and to see if community
members took up the opportunity to dine outside.
“The findings from this consultation process will
help inform us if there are new opportunities or
long-term measures that could permanently
activate some areas both inside and outside of
the city centre.
“I encourage the community to let us know their
thoughts and experiences and whether or not
it is something that should continue in Greater
Bendigo.”
Focus groups with retailers are also planned as
part of the consultation process.
“Through this consultative process, we want to
gauge if there’s an appetite for extended outdoor
dining to stay in some form.”
To complete the short survey, please visit the
City’s new Let’s Talk engagement platform:
https://letstalkgreaterbendigo.com.au/
outdoordining

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters
NEW SPEED ZONE
Regional Roads Victoria is improving
pedestrian and road safety on High Street,
Kangaroo Flat.
New electronic speed signs at the supervised
school crossing near Furness Street, Kangaroo
Flat will be installed from March 1st and the
installation will take two weeks.
During school times the speed limit will be
40kph.
The new electronic speed zones will not be in
operation until Term 2.

Helm Street
Kangaroo Flat
5406 1200

Regional Roads Victoria says Infrastructure
plays a vital role in preventing serious crashes
and it also helps to reduce the severity of
crashes when they are unavoidable.

•

•
•
•

It is important to remember the latest changes
to speeding penalties means anyone caught
exceeding the speed limit by 25kph – 35kmp
will lose their licence for three months.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
COUGHT ON MOVING TO A
CIRCULAR ECONOMY
With the Eaglehawk Landfill set to close in
2022/2023 the City of Greater Bendigo wants
to know what the community thinks about
waste, resource recovery and transitioning to
a circular economy.
City of Greater Bendigo Resource Recovery
and Education Manager Brooke Pearce said
transi-tioning to a circular economy means
moving away from taking resources out of the
ground, mak-ing them into products for use
and then discarding them into landfill or lowvalue recycling.
“We are asking the community to let us know
their thoughts by completing an online survey
to share any challenges they face, the work
they are already doing to reduce waste, and
any other opportunities or ideas they may
have,” Ms Pearce said.
“A transition to the circular economy means
changing how we as individuals, businesses,
local government and society think about
the materials and products we buy, use and
consume and eventually throw away.
“This is important because there will be no
“away” locations for these materials and
products to go to. Real change will begin with
waste avoidance in the first place.
“The results of the survey will help the City
to develop the actions we need to take to

•
•
•

Medical practice
(GPs at four sites)
Men’s health
Women’s health
Allied health (including
podiatry, chronic disease
and respiratory
management)
Child and family services
Settlement services
Sexual health

Connect with us at
www.bchs.com.au

Clark Rubber Bendigo

6-32 Marong Road
Bendigo Vic 3550
Telephone: 03 5442 2844
Facsimile: 03 5442 2108
bendigo@clarkrubber.com.au
www.clarkrubber.com.au

“The closure of the landfill will have an
impact and the City is proactively taking
steps to manage this important challenge
by introducing additional recycling bins in
public spaces and expanding our organics
collections to assist local residents and
businesses.

Community members are encouraged to
take a few minutes out of their day and
complete the survey which is open until
Friday March 19 and can be found at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/CoGB_Circular_
Economy

•
•

Counselling and
mental health
Alcohol and other
drugs treatment and
withdrawal programs
NDIS services
My Aged Care services

Franchise Owner

“The City has already started working to
develop a Circular Greater Bendigo and
establishing post-landfill solutions for when
Eaglehawk landfill reaches its end-of-life.

“The City is also engaging with residents,
community groups, service providers,
businesses and other key stakeholders across
Greater Bendigo who will be impacted by the
closure of the landfill and we recently received
over 40 expressions of interest from service
providers who are keen to develop circular
economy solutions for a post-landfill region.”

•

David Griffin

support the community to reduce waste and
manage resources in the future.

“We are also developing a Circular Economy
and Zero Waste Policy which will detail the
City’s intent for a circular economy and zero
waste within the region, guide future activities
and meas-ure progress towards our goals.

•

ADVERTISEMENT

Listening Post held in Castlemaine last
Friday of the Month 10am to 2pm.
Please phone for appointment.
16 Lockwood Road, Kangaroo Flat Vic 3555
Ph: 5410 2444

www.mareeedwards.com.au
Authorised by M Edwards

Funded from Parliamentary Budget

Book a Thermomix demonstration!
- INBUILT GUIDED RECIPES 70.000+
- COMBINES OVER 22 FUNCTIONS
- SENDS SHOPPING LIST TO WOOLIES
- MEAL PLAN WITH WEEKLY MEALS
- ALL COOKING WITH 1 APPLIANCE

for more information...

Lauren Evans
P. 0400 538 539
E. MIXITMUM@GMAIL.COM
IG. @MIX_IT_MUM

NS
LAUREN EVA
T
CONSULTAN

THERMOMIX

VENUE FOR HIRE
ROTARY FUNCTION CENTRE
We want your articles! If you have an up coming
event or community related news, please email us
a short article and photo!

Contact: flatmtrs@kfce.com.au
Email your pictures and articles to:
flatmtrs@kfce.com.au by the 14th of the month for
the following months publication

Gateway Park, High Street, Kangaroo Flat
• Seating up to 100 people
• Commercial kitchen, bar available
• Parties, Weddings, Training
Groups

www.rotaryclubofkangarooflat.org for details
Venue also available for community groups
Ph: 0407 496 091.

Venue for hire at RSL STATION ST, KANGAROO FLAT
• Robust kitchen, disabled amenities available
• Seating for up to 80 people. • Available to Community Groups and Clubs.
Contact President. Phone: 5447 8312.

BENDIGO FOOTBALL NEWS
Football fans across the region will be looking
forward to seeing the footy season get underway
in April.

Bendigo League Football Draw

Many clubs have worked hard during the
lockdown to recruit new players and have been
training intensely since November last year.

Strathfieldsaye v Sandhurst

Kangaroo Flat football followers will have to wait
till April 17 for the first home game for the Roos
when they face the Kyneton Tigers.

April 2
April 10
Sandhurst v Maryborough
Gisborne v Strathfieldsaye
Kyneton v Gold Square

Eaglehawk v Kangaroo Flat
Castlemaine v South Bendigo

APRIL 17
Golden Square v Gisborne
Kangaroo Flat v Kyneton
South Bendigo v Eaglehawk
Maryborough v Castlemaine

POOL COMPLEX
THRIVES
The Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre continues
to showcase our region as a great place to
Live, Work and Play.
More than 165 staff are now employed at the
Browning Street complex as aquatic programs
and services continue to grow and increase in
popularity.
Also in strong demand at the pool complex are
the Learn to Swim lessons with the program
growing to it’s highest point with over 1,000
children now enrolled.

health professionals.
Management says the venue is now very
popular for Birthday Parties where young
members can celebrate their birthdays with
the Splash Park in particular proving extremely
popular.
In March the Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre
will be re-launching their Coaching Zone program
and will also offer exclusive member deals.
For More visit www.gurriwanyarrawc.com.au

Parents throughout the region have recognised
the need to ensure their children learn to swim
and also become safe in and around water.
Our district schools are strongly embracing the
facilities on offer at the Gurri Wanyarra Centre
and the management at Belgravia Leisure
advise that there has been strong demand
from our schools and current bookings will
break all records since the centre was officially
opened more than two years ago.
Local Primary schools are accessing the swim
program and fun days and local secondary
colleges are utilising all centre programs
including Learn to Swim, group fitness, and
the gym.
Membership continues to rise as more and
more people are very keen to access the centre
to improve their health and wellbeing with
the assistance of qualified and experienced

Want to receive Flat Matters by Email each month? Subscribe today at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au

