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The City of Greater Bendigo is planning for 
the construction of a new skate park off 
Browning Street, Kangaroo Flat and is calling 
for ideas from the community about the type of 
equipment and elements they would like to see 
included in the design of the park. 

The City recognises that skating is a legitimate 
physical activity that provides health, social 
and other benefits for many people, and the 
community consultation is particularly seeking 
feedback from women and girls, and people 
with different abilities as well as feedback from 
existing skaters.

Skate facilities, when designed well, have the 
potential to provide welcoming, accessible and 
inclusive activities for a range of people of all 
ages, backgrounds and abilities. This is the 
City’s intent for the Kangaroo Flat Skate Park.

Skating has many benefits to the individual and 
general community: 

•   Skating provides physical, mental and social 
benefits. It’s a fun, unstructured outdoors 
activity that promotes being active and 
creative

•   Skating injects vibrancy, economic benefits, 
performance and culture into the City

•   Skating can make spaces safer by increasing 
natural surveillance

•   Skate facilities can be less expensive to install 
and maintain than other recreational facilities 
and infrastructure (eg. a sports oval or indoor 

facility), and they have high volumes of use in 
small footprints

•   Well-designed skate spaces and facilities 
attract high levels of use, activity, can host 
major events and attract local, national and 
international visitors

•   Skating is a global industry and can be a 
legitimate career path for some, especially 
now that it is an Olympic sport

Has the City already decided on the design 
or do you want feedback and ideas?

The first design you see is a concept design 
only, completed by a skatepark designing 
company. A concept design is a design that 
starts a conversation and tests to see what 
you like about the design, or elements in the 
design, and what else you’d like to see. This 

includes skate elements but also shade, shelter, 
planting etc. The design will change based 
on the collective feedback of the community, 
meaning elements may be eliminated or 
added, depending on what you and others say, 
together with the expertise of the skate park 
designers, and cost.

Why was this site chosen?
The Browning Street site was chosen because 
it:

•   provides a better opportunity to design and 
build an elongated shaped skate park to 
cater for multiple skills levels and abilities, 
and universal design principles

•   is within 20 meters of the nearest road, and 
within sight and accessible to Gurri Wanyarra 
Wellbeing Centre

•   has excellent access to the Bendigo Creek 
Walking and Cycling Trail, Gateway Park and 
other local recreational facilities, spaces and 
public amenities

•   diversifies the types of activities that 
occur within the existing reserve, a key 
consideration in the State Government 
Safer Design Guidelines for Victoria when 
considering public space development

•   provides better buffer zones between 
residential housing and the skate park

•   has good access to public transport, is close 
to nearby car parking areas

A new skate 
park for  
Kangaroo Flat

 Skating is a global 
industry and can be  
a legitimate career 
path for some, 
especially now that it 
is an Olympic sport
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A new skate park for Kangaroo Flat - continued.

•   has better set-back from busy 
roads

•   will enhance other local 
facilities in the precinct

What is the timeline for the 
skate park project?
•   Draft Concept Design to 

take place from September – 
October 2021

•   Community Engagement on 
Draft Concept Design to take 
place – October 2021

•   Final concept designs to be 
released – December 2021

•   Proposed construction 
(subject to budget approvals) 
2023/2024 financial year

The concept design, in 
consultation with the 
community, will take place 
over the remainder of 2021. 
The detailed design and 
construction is proposed to 
begin in the 2023/2024 financial 
year and take place over 
multiple financial years, subject 
to permissions, external and 
budget approvals and external 
funding opportunities. 

How will this project be 
funded?
The City has allocated $30,000 

for the concept designs and 
site investigations. Future 
construction budget has not 
been allocated at this time 
and estimated costs will be 
determined from the concept 
designs.

Funding for the project will 
be considered as part of the 
City’s annual future budgetary 
process. The City will also 
investigate other potential 
grant opportunities to fund the 
project.

How can I have my say and 
contribute to the design of the 
skate park?

Due to the current COVID-19 
restrictions we are unable to 
run our scheduled face to face 
sessions at this time.  We are 
currently developing online 
sessions and are hoping to 
reschedule the face to face 
sessions soon if restrictions 
allow.  

For more information or to 
have your say on the design 
of the new skate park scan 
the QR code or visit www.
letstalkgreaterbendigo.com.
au/kangaroo-flat-skate-park

NEW BUSINESS 
GRANTS FUND TO 
HELP GREATER 
BENDIGO BUSINESSES

The City of Greater Bendigo is 
pleased to announce the launch of 
a new Business Grants Fund, valued 
at $729,000, to help support eligible 
local businesses with a strong focus 
on innovation and collaboration. 
The Business Grants Fund is part of the 
City’s $2M COVID-19 support package, a 
key inclusion in this year’s Budget.
The fund features a range of initiatives 
to boost recovery, business capacity and 
capabilities and create a stronger and 
more resilient local economy coming out 
of the pandemic.  
The grants range from $2,000 to $15,000 
and are open until Thursday September 
23, 2021. As part of the eligibility criteria 
for the grants, all businesses are required 
to have an ABN and be a Greater Bendigo 
business. 
Funding will be divided into five streams. 
Businesses can apply to multiple streams 
but can only be funded for a maximum of 

one stream during this funding period.  
•   Stream one: Planning, Training and 

Development up to $2,000 per grant 
•   Stream two: Launchpad up to $5,000 per 

grant
•   Stream three: Innovation and Growth up 

to $10,000 per grant
•   Stream four: Precinct Growth up to 

$12,500 per grant to foster businesses 
collaboration

•   Stream five: Research and Development 
up to $15,000

Mayor Cr Dr Jennifer Alden said the funds 
available were significant to support 
Greater Bendigo businesses and help 
them build a stronger future.
“This is a competitive fund open to all 
eligible businesses and the aim is to 
build capacity and capability, encourage 
innovation and collaboration in a 
challenging environment,” Cr Alden said.
“Ensuring our local businesses are 
strong and vibrant and able to embrace 
innovation and creativity is the key to 
driving productivity and delivering more 
jobs. 
“The Business Grants Fund is a key action 
from the City’s Economic Development 
Strategy – A stronger Greater Bendigo 
2030 and is also part of a $2M suite of City 
initiatives that Council endorsed in this year’s 
Budget, designed to support businesses 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We hope the grants will help to generate 
long term business sustainability and 
regional growth.”
Applications will be assessed against 
the criteria in the Business Grants Fund 
2021-2022 Guidelines. The outcome of 
the applications will be announced after 
October 15, 2021 and grants need to be 
spent by March 31, 2022.
Applicants are advised to read the fund 
guidelines carefully before applying for a 
stream. Head to https://bendigo.vic.gov.
au/bgf  for more information. 
Please email edadmin@bendigo.vic.gov.
au if you have any enquiries about the 
Business Grants Fund.



HEALTHY  
HEARTS  
LIBRARY MURAL

We are bringing together Libraries, exercise and 
the great outdoors to encourage healthy and 
happy hearts! Keep your eye on the Kangaroo 
Flat Library this September as artists transform 
the outside of the building, funded by Healthy 
Hearts of Victoria.

Join in with some wonderful community activities 
and check it out! See details below.

Thanks to generous funding by Healthy Hearts 
of Victoria we have engaged Reece Hendy from 
Nacho Station to oversee the development of 
a vibrant Mural on the currently blank east wall 
of the Kangaroo Flat Library – which is directly 
adjacent to the Bendigo Creek Trail.  Reece is 
the leader of Nacho Station, a Street Art and 
Mural collective which focuses on activating 
public spaces in regional Victoria. Reece’s focus 
is on bridging the gap between bureaucracy 
and creativity to achieve jaw dropping creative 
installations for the public to enjoy.

Part of the intention of the Mural is to make the 
Kangaroo Flat Library more visible to those using 
the Bendigo Creek Trail and encourage people 
to be more active by riding or walking to the 
Library.  So, we asked Reece how he could see 
the project fulfilling this aim.

“The Creek Trail is already a beautiful location to 
ride and walk, the new artwork along this trail will 
lift the profile of the Library and its connection to 
the Trail,” he replied.  “Along with the Mural there 
will be a series of social and physical activities 
aimed at youth and families. Bringing a diverse 
range of community members together helps 
get the message out face to face at a grass 
roots level. This Mural is the launching pad into 
activating the trail between Kangaroo Flat and 
Bendigo Libraries via walking or riding.” 

Reece has engaged two artists Rachel Doller and 
Wes Franklin to collaborate on creating the Mural 
on the Library.

Rachel Doller’s work echoes personal musings 
which are captured in a variety of styles from eye-
catching, abstract landscapes to expressive still 
life compositions. Using a combination of media, 
including acrylic paint, cut paper, oil pastel and 
ink, Rachel creates pieces through the processes 
of collaging, cutting, painting and drawing. 
The resultant works are bold and graphic with 
dynamic and engaging colour combinations. 

Wes Franklin is a Bendigo-based graphic 
designer and (slightly obsessed) lettering artist. 
You will find hand drawn typography in all of his 
work; from branding to private commissions to 
murals created for a diverse range of community 
groups and small businesses.

We asked Reece how he felt the different styles 
of the two artists, Wes and Rachel, will work 
together to create a mural which brings joy, 
storytelling and connection to the Kangaroo Flat 
community?

“We reached out to Wes and Rachel knowing 
that their unique styles would help tell the story 
that we intended on the Library wall,” Reece 
responded. “The three themes that will be 
represented in the final artwork are the Bendigo 
Creek, Literacy and Physical Activity. These 
themes have proved challenging to represent in 
a visual format (without visual overload), so their 
combined styles help to cover all basis. With 
Wes focusing on bringing literacy to the outside 
of the building, Rachel has used her iconic style 
to represent the natural elements that surround 
the location, with an added sense of movement 
through her joyful shapes and compositions.” 

We asked Wes to tell us what draws him to 
bringing letters to life in his artwork. It seems to be 
a perfect fit for a Mural on a Library, but we were 
curious as to how he saw lettering connecting 
the community to the Library via the Mural.  “I 
love the variety of styles and moods that lettering 
can create, and the way it communicates a 
message,” Wes responded. “In this Mural, I 
see lettering playing the part of the costume 
designer - taking words and dressing them up to 
add deeper meaning and help convey concepts 
about learning, imagination and curiosity.”

In looking at Rachel’s previous artwork, we 
noticed that her unique, abstract style of 
artwork was joyful and eye-catching!  So, we 
asked her how she saw her work on this Library 
Mural connecting the local community with the 
landscape of the Bendigo Creek.  Her response 
was enthusiastic. “My work aims to engage the 
audience by using bold, dynamic compositions, 
enticing them to look closer at not only the 
artwork, but also to consider the surroundings it 
is inspired by.”

“I strive to create a real sense of nostalgia and 

joy in my work and the Bendigo Creek landscape 
offers an amazing opportunity to be reflective of 
not only the natural beauty but the accessibility 
of the environment,” Rachel continued.  “Curved 
lines inspired by the Creek and bike trail, organic 
shapes, natural colourways and textural patterns 
will be contrasted against grids, bold lines and 
expressive shapes referencing not only the 
Library itself but the concepts of adventure, 
activity and fun; concepts that can be found in 
both the landscape and in the Library. How lucky 
is the local community to have access to both 
these!”

“By looking a bit closer at our surroundings, 
noticing something new or maybe looking from 
a different angle, I believe we all build stronger 
connections - I hope our Mural will do this.”

We are looking forward to the Mural taking shape 
on the wall of the Kangaroo Flat Library over the 
next few weeks – so keep an eye out yourself!  
And take part in the following community 
activities – some of which are supported by Bike 
Bendigo.

Sunday 12th September - Meet the artists behind 
the new Mural before taking a leisurely ride 
along the Bendigo Creek Trail.  Ride details from 
president@bikebendigo.com

Saturday 18th September - Artist Talks. 10am 
and 1pm. Meet the artists behind the new Mural, 
learn the meaning behind the artwork and show 
some support for the local artists who will be 
completing the amazing artwork that faces the 
Bendigo Creek Trail.

Saturday 18th September - Bike Bendigo Pop Up 
Track 10am – 2pm.  Fun for the kids with a “Learn 
to ride” track that helps teach road signals and 
proper bike etiquette for safer riding.  Meet the 
Bike Bendigo Team and contribute feedback to 
better improve their knowledge about where you 
want better bike access in Bendigo.

Monday 20th September - Street art workshops. 
Session 1: 12.00pm. Session 2: 1.30pm.

Learn how to use spray paint and create your 
own masterpiece with the team from Nacho 
Station. This free event is open to people aged 
12 to 25.

1.5-hour group workshops - Bookings required.

For all bookings and more information call 
Kangaroo Flat Library on 5447 8344 or visit  
www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/events
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A SPECIAL DANCE  
WILL BE HELD ON  

18TH SEPTEMBER 2021

This is being held at Holy Trinity 
Keck St, Bendigo  

in place of our Dinki Di Ball  
at Eaglehawk

A good supper, prizes,  
lucky door and raffle.

Special price of $12.00 Adult  
and members $10.00.

8pm start.

Emu creek bush band. 

Old time and bush dances.

Phone 5442 1153

GRANTS CO-ORDINATOR NEEDED
The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise is a not for profit community 
company, formed by residents of Kangaroo Flat and Districts to provide 

community input into local initiatives, programs and facilities.

We currently have a vacant position within the committee for a Grants 
Coordinator.

This a key position in the evaluation of grant applications and working with 
the committee and community to progress applications, ensuring that 

guidelines are met, and outcomes are achieved.

Time requirements are minimal and would include attendance at the 
committee meeting on the last Thursday of each month. 

If you have skills in this area and are keen to work within the community 
and the Kangaroo Flat Enterprise Committee in this volunteer role, 

 please email us at contactus@kfce.com.au 

Young people and children living 
in Greater Bendigo are invited 
to contribute to a new public 
art project to be displayed at 
Pennyweight Walk in the city 
centre.

Participants aged up to 25 years old can 
contribute a poem, a statement, a message 
or a very short story (with a maximum of 
50 words) for No Longer on Mute Youth Art 
Project.

Run by the City of Greater Bendigo, this 
curated public art project aims to use as 
many of the submissions as possible and 
feature them in a display on both sides of the 
Pennyweight Walk Open Air Gallery.

The City’s Bendigo Venues and Events Acting 
Manager Jacoba Kelly said the project was 
designed to give children and young people 
a voice and creative outlet during this 
challenging time.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted young 
people significantly and deeply affected their 
ability to socialise, attend school, celebrate 

birthdays and pursue leisure and sporting 
activities,” Ms Kelly said.

“No Longer on Mute is an opportunity to capture 
their thoughts and feelings in a creative way.

“I encourage young children, with help from 
their parents, and young people aged up to 
25 years old to get involved and send in their 

submissions as I’m sure they will offer 
valuable insights on how the pandemic 
continues to affect them.

“There’s no set theme for the text pieces, 
it could be reflections from the past 
18 months, thoughts on how they are 
feeling right now, their hopes for the 
future, desires and dreams,  messages 
to passers-by in Pennyweight Walk or 
something altogether unique – it’s up to 
those contributing.

“There are a lot of display boards to fill and 
they are quite large, so there should be 
enough space for everyone’s submissions, 
but if not, a selection of the work will be 
chosen that represents as wide a range of 
perspectives as possible.

“Once COVID-19 restrictions ease for 
public gatherings, we hope to hold a 

celebration where contributors will be invited 
to an official launch and see the display.”

The deadline for submissions is Friday, 
September 17. For more information and to 
make a submission, please head to https://
www.bendigoregion.com.au/arts-culture-
theatres/no-longer-on-mute.

YOUNG PEOPLE WANTED FOR  
NEW CITY PUBLIC ART PROJECT



Garry Phillips
m 0428 347 055

16 Phillips Dve, Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555
t 03 5447 7357
f 03 5447 8222
e garry@poppetheadestate.com.au
w www.poppetheadestate.com.au

ABN 55 990 196 279
P.O. Box 77, Lockwood South, Vic 3551  

Lot 34 Wildcherry Road, Lockwood South 
Telephone/Fax 03 5435 3148  Mobile 0407 349 372

Email: stevenlacey5@bigpond.com 
Local, InterstateStorage available 

No job too big or smallNSW, QLD, Victoria and Melbourne  
Packing materials available

REMOVALS
ABN 55 990 196 279

P.O. Box 77, Lockwood South, Vic 3551 
Lot 34 Wildcherry Road, Lockwood South

Telephone/Fax 03 5435 3148
Mobile 0407 349 372

Email: stevenlacey5@bigpond.com 

Local, Interstate

Storage available

No job too big or small

NSW, QLD, Victoria and 

Melbourne 

Packing materials available

Date

Name

Pick up address

TAX INVOICE

Delivery address

 Removal  Price $

 Deposit Payment Amount Required $

   Total Paid $

Customers signature: Drivers signature:

Cash  Cheque 	 EFTPOS  

      Total Payable (incl GST) $

 Paid  Unpaid 

TERMS & CONDITIONS READ REVERSE SIDE
WHITE COPY: CUSTOMER    GREEN COPY: OFFICE 

 Quotation

 Quoted Total:  $

 Miscellaneous Charges

 Quoted Total:  $

 Hourly Rate $ For  Staff

 Start time Finish time

 Total Hours Total $

 Storage

 Pick up date 

 Storage Price Weekly $

   Monthly $

 Paid from date to date

  Amount Paid $

STORAGE TO BE PAID (4) FOUR WEEKS IN ADVANCE

Banking Details 

Bendigo Bank 

Stanyer’s Removals 

BSB 633 000 

A/C 121884316

REMOVALS

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters

ADVERTISE HERE FOR 

JUST $50 $50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

505 H igh St reet ,  Golden Square

Phone:  5447 0557

BY LEIGH STEVENS

In November of 2020, the Stevens family lost their beloved Mother, Wife and Nanny- Gerri, 
after a short but arduous battle with Leukemia. 

To honour her memory and raise much needed funds for the Leukemia Foundation, our 
immediate family as well as friends and colleagues will be banding together to tackle the 
‘Goldfields Track’- a 210km walk from Ballarat to Bendigo in October. 

The walk will take place over 5 days, covering over 40 kilometres each day.

Gerri Stevens was a resident of Kangaroo Flat for more than 45 years. 

Gerri was always first to put her hand up to offer her help in any way her community 
needed her, by being on the school board for Kangaroo Flat Secondary College, Parents 
and Friends member of St Monica’s PS, Treasurer and Life Member of the Kangaroo Flat 
Swimming Club, Kangaroo Flat Tennis Club Committee Member, canteen extraordinaire of 
the Kangaroo Flat Football and Netball Club and owned and operated the Kangaroo Flat 
milk bar for more than 6 years.

Gerri Stevens was an outstanding member of the community, so we want to do all we can 
to raise funds for the foundation.

More information about our walk and fundraising efforts can be 
found at: https://www.facebook.com/gerrisjourney

DISPLAY HOME 
SUPERSITE
Bendigo residents dreaming of building 
their forever home will soon have a wealth of 
inspiration right on their doorstep thanks to a 
new ABN Group Display Home Supersite set to 
launch in 2022.

Conveniently located at 171 High Street, in 
the heart of Kangaroo Flat, the Supersite is 
designed to give regional populations direct 
access to Victoria’s premier builders without 
needing to travel to Melbourne.

Visitors to the Supersite will be spoilt for 
choice, with three of ABN’S Groups most 
popular designs nestled in one convenient hub, 
including two floor plans from quality builder, 
Boutique Homes.

Boutique Homes General Manager, David 
Principessa, said the Supersite will offer a 

unique opportunity for Bendigo locals to 
engage with the brands design-led floor plans, 
architecturally inspired facades, and second-
to-none customer service.

‘’I’m so excited to open the doors to this 
Supersite and we look forward to welcoming 
locals to come and explore Boutique Homes 
further.

I envisage this site as a hub where customers 
can see our product up-close and touch and feel 
the quality of our suppliers and workmanship.

It is also an excellent opportunity for customers 
to shake hands with our construction and design 
teams and our local experts who understand 
the Bendigo market and what buyers are after.’’

The Display Home Supersite will feature two 
of Boutique Homes most popular designs in 
the Barcelona 32 and the Airlie 30 and will be 
manned by new home consultant and Bendigo 
local, Chloe Whitehead as well as an array of 
experienced site managers.
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It is with pleasure that I introduce myself 
as the new president of the Maiden Gully 
Progress Association. Our AGM has seen 
a completely new board elected including 
new Vice President Brendan McDonald, Secretary Amara Biggs 
and Treasurer John French. We also formally welcomed some new 
members into the group and were delighted to have the Mayor Jen 
Alden chair the meeting.

With a new board you will find not just new faces, but a complete 
change in the way our Association will be focused. We have a 
strategic plan now in place with new sub committees being formed 
and a fresh outlook on how we approach our current and future 
projects.

Paul Gibbons and Greg Ralton are long standing board members 
currently working with Wendy Holland from Community Vibe, to 
design a feasibility study for a walking/cycling path for Maiden 
Gully.

We also have a Bunnings sausage sizzle planned for Saturday 
October 16 at the Kangaroo Flat centre, which we hope to feed 
you all at. Please mark the date in your calendar.

Melissa Bishop
President
Maiden Gully Progress Association

BENDIGO 
BANK BACKS 
COMMUNITIES

Bendigo Bank takes its role in supporting 
customers and communities incredibly 
seriously especially during these trying times. 

In fact, this directly reflects our 163-year-old 
purpose to feed into customer and community 
prosperity, not off it, through the good times 
and the tougher times.  

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic, we have focused our efforts 
on assisting those impacted - be they 

homeowners, business owners, retirees, 
casual workers, or students - to navigate their 
way through this unique and challenging time.

We know we’re all affected in different ways 
by the pandemic and our deep relationships 
with our customers helps us be relevant to 
each person’s circumstances.  

Throughout this difficult period, we have 
worked to assist thousands of customers 
negatively affected by the introduction of 
COVID-19 restrictions by making an array 
of financial difficulty assistance measures 
available to them. 

Just recently Bendigo Bank announced that 
small business and home loan customers 
significantly affected by current or recent 
COVID-19 restrictions across the country, will 
be offered more dedicated assistance through 
the provision of a new support package. The 
new national support package includes:

Business banking repayment deferrals

•   Up to three-month repayment deferrals, with 
loan terms extended accordingly offered to 
all small business customers with business 
lending valued at less than $3 million and 
where the business has a turnover of less 
than $5 million. 

•   Customers applying for this support must 
be up to date in their repayments or have a 
repayment program arrangement in place.

•   Customers with asset finance or overdraft 

products will be assessed on their personal 
circumstances.

Everyday banking support 

•   Refunds of merchant terminal fees for up to 
three months. 

•   Fees and notice periods on Cash Deposit 
and Farm Management Deposit accounts 
waived for up to three months.

•   Specialised targeted support for larger 
business customers.

Home loan support

•   A range of support measures available for 
both individual and business customers, 
including month by month home loan 
deferrals. 

This further extends the existing hardship 
support measures already in place for 
customers financially affected by the 
pandemic. We will continue to work with 
each customer, based on their individual 
circumstance, to help them through this 
arduous time.

As one of Australia’s biggest banks and most 
trusted brands, Bendigo Bank has had - and 
will continue to have - an important role to play 
societally and economically, in supporting 
customers as they recover and rebuild from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

We’ve always been here for our customers 
and their communities, and we always will be.
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MAIDEN GULLY PROGRESS 
ASSOCIATION NEWS
President’s Annual Report August 2021

Xmas Raffle 
In the past we have run a raffle at the Annual Xmas 
Carols held on the recreation reserve. In 2019 it 
was cancelled due to bad weather however we 
were left with a large number of donations from 
local businesses for the major prizes. As we 
unable to draw the raffle during the Carols we had 
to honour the people who had bought the tickets 
in advance. It was decided to continue selling the 
tickets outside the local IGA during the weekend 
for a couple more weeks then draw the prizes 
advertised on our Face Book page. This proved 
a great success. 

Enter Xmas of 2020 where Covid 19 led to the 
cancellation of the Xmas Carols once more. The 
Covid 19 lockdowns proved to be extremely 
depressing to many of our residents and local 
businesses. We decided as a gesture of goodwill 
to our local businesses that we would purchase 
the goods directly from them instead of asking for 
donations as we had done in the past. For prizes 
there were to be 3 hampers each to the value of 
$500.00 worth of produce and vouchers. Over 
three weekends our members sold tickets outside 
the local IGA and I am pleased to announce a 
small profit was made. 

Xmas Lollies and Plum Puddings 
Traditionally the MGPA has supplied the local CFA 
with lollies for Santa to distribute to the children 
on the Santa street run. Supplies are also given to 
the Marong CFA. Unfortunately, we did not order 
enough, and poor Santa ran out. A new initiative 
was to distribute a plum pudding to any resident 
who was eighty years old or over. Santa was 
given a list of addresses to be called on during 
his lolly run. It was difficult to compile an accurate 
list of all applicable residents so this year we may 
extend a plea on Face Book to register for this. 

Bike Paths 
As the 2020 Autumn Festival was postponed due 
to the pandemic, the $7,000 grant from the CoGB 
has been re appropriated towards the completion 
of a feasibility study of linked bike paths with 
staged development throughout Maiden Gully. A 
consultant has been employed to draw up plans 
and prepare a submission. This sub-committee 
has rediscovered the comprehensive pedestrian 
and cyclist network planned for the Birchgrove 
Edwards Road Estate that will be incorporated 
in the new plans. Also, they are actively involving 
the leadership group of students from Maiden 
Gully Primary School to gain insights on what the 
youth would like to see in their future bike paths. 
The whole process is scheduled to be completed 
and submitted to Council by the end of October.

Maiden Gully Primary School Upgrade
Craig Arrowsmith Principal of the Maiden Gully 
Primary was pleased to announce that the school 
upgrade has now reached the stage for tenders 

to be called. Building is anticipated to commence 
early 2022. 

The Calder Highway Maiden Gully Road 
Intersection 
On the 17/8/2020 council approved, “A revised 
Maiden Gully Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) 
acknowledging assistance from the Maiden Gully 
Progress Association.” However, we did not 
agree with the revision put: ‘’R-44 signalization of 
the intersection of Calder Highway and Maiden 
Gully Rd with connection through to Carolyn Way 
which would become a two-way St”. We did not 
agree with the previous consultation process by 
Vic Roads on which Council based this decision. 
In the main we felt that the consultative process 
was biased in favour of a crossroad created with 
Marong Road and Maiden Gully Road and the 
extension of Carolyn Way. 

Several surveys were conducted by the MGPA 
and the Maiden Gully Primary School on their 
respective Facebook Pages. We received 339 
responses opposed to the 72 responses received 
by the original Vic Roads survey. On 28th May a 
meeting was held with our Maiden Gully Primary 
School Principal and representatives from his 
School Council, Ward Councillors, and the Chief 

Executive Officer from the CoGB. This resulted in 
an agreed need to hold a further meeting on 24th 
August inviting representatives from Vic Roads. 
If a satisfactory agreement can be reached it 
will be sent to Maree Edwards State Member 
for Bendigo West for consideration. If approved, 
it will be passed on to the State Treasurer for 
consideration for funding in the next State Budget 

MGPA Submission to Council for Budget 
Consideration
Four members presented to Council our 
submission for projects to be included in the 
up-and-coming Budget. We were unsuccessful 
however comment was made on the quality of 
our submission and presentation. 

“Your submission and requests for the re-
development and expansion of the Maiden Gully 
Hall, connected and safe bike and multi-user 
paths and improved green space, public toilets 
and community BBQ facilities was received and 
considered. Unfortunately, the above requests 
were not approved for inclusion within this year’s 
Budget.” 

New Local Businesses Built Building
Two notable businesses have been established 
in Maiden Gully during the past year. Shine 
Bright with their Early Years Hub and the Maiden 
Gully Medical Practice. A further purpose-built 
childcare centre alongside the newly established 
Medical Practice is under construction and will 
open in the coming months. It will be known as 
the Village Early Education Maiden Gully holding 
up to 134 toddlers from 6 weeks to kindergarten 
age. The management of this Centre was asking 
for community consultation regarding the use of 
a 1000 sq. metre frontage section. We canvased 
for ideas on our Face Book page sending the 
responses to the management. As yet no decision 
as to the use of this block has been made. 

Membership and Local Business Directory 
Drive 
Thanks to all our members and their friends who 
helped us letter drop 1400 pamphlets advertising 
for new members and our initiative to develop a 

local business directory on the MGPA web page. 
Thanks to Craig Arrowsmith for printing these 
flyers. Results: 

•   Three prospective members who cannot attend 
our Annual General Meeting due to the Covid 
19 restriction of only 10 members. It is hoped 
that they can be greeted at future meetings. 

•   The Local Business Directory. To have your 
business posted on our website, under our 
'local businesses', there will be an annual fee 
of $60.00 per year. The fee will entitle you to 
one free membership with the Maiden Gully 
Progress Association. Your post will be for one 
year commencing with the fee’s lodgement in 
our bank account. To date 3 businesses have 
registered. This initiative will provide an income 
stream for the Association’s future. 

In General

The dynamic of our Association is evolving. We 
have lost several old members however they are 
being replaced by new members are joining each 
month. We are just holding our own in member 
numbers 

More and more of the major stakeholders in 
Maiden Gully are becoming members increasing 
our influence. Stakeholders representing the 
following groups are members of MGPA, Maiden 
Gully Primary School, Maiden Gully CFA, Jenny’s 
Early Learning Centre, Marist College, all Maiden 
Gully sporting clubs. 

•   A new printer and software programs have been 
purchased keeping us abreast with current 
trends. Our new Secretary Melissa Bishop has 
enabled our meetings to become multimedia 
presentations. Our Treasurer has embraced 
online phone banking. For future events the 
Association needs a portable Eftpos Machine. 

•   Regular meeting dates have been changed to 
the first Thursday in the month in the Maiden 
Gully Community Hall so that our Ward 
Councillors could attend. 

•   We were successful in gaining an Essentials 
Grant of $2825 from CoGB that will go towards 
the running costs of the Association over the 
next twelve months. 

•   Our Constitution has been revised to be 
presented at this Annual General Meeting. 

•   A strategic plan and several policies have been 
drafted to be implemented once agreed to by 
members. 

John R Storey  
President to 12/8/2021 
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BENDIGO DIESEL IS YOUR ONE 
STOP FOR EVERY THING DIESEL 
INCLUDING SERVICING OF 
ALL YOUR VEHICLES INCLUDING 
PETROL, SPECIALISING 
IN ENGINE REBUILDS

15 Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat  
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au

5447 7768
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ALL YOUR VEHICLES INCLUDING 
PETROL, SPECIALISING 
IN ENGINE REBUILDS

15 Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat  
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au

5447 7768

BENDIGO DIESEL IS YOUR ONE 
STOP FOR EVERY THING DIESEL 
INCLUDING SERVICING OF 
ALL YOUR VEHICLES INCLUDING 
PETROL, SPECIALISING 
IN ENGINE REBUILDS

15 Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat  
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au

5447 7768

CWA KANGAROO FLAT BRANCH
Improving lives of women and their families

Meetings are held at 1.30pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Uniting 
Church, Church Street, Kangaroo Flat but please contact President Greta on 

5443 4803 for Meeting information during these Covid times.

The CWA is a part of the greater global organisation Country Women of the World. Our local 
branch feeds in ideas via motions to State Conference that then affect State and Federal 
political decisions.  We have representatives at the Asia-Pacific area level who also represent 
us at an international level via the 'mother-organisation' ACWW-Associated Country Women 
of the World.  A representative then sits on the board of the United Nations.

Each year we celebrate an International Day and Our Country of Study this year is ‘Australia – 
Indigenous Communities’.  Our first guest speaker Charles demonstrated how the aboriginal 
items were used and spoke about the 
Indigenous Communities history.  Then 
Dave from the local Kangaroo Flat Scouts 
introduced each scout who spoke about 
their experiences.

Kangaroo Flat Branch members are 
seeking past members to help them 
celebrate their 70th Birthday in September 
this year. Please contact Greta on 0499 
887 955 or 5443 4803.

For more information or enquiries see 
CWAbendigonortherngroup on Facebook 
for updates about Meetings and Functions 
or President Greta on 5443 4803. 

‘Uniting Vic.Tas is the Community Services organisation of the 
Uniting Church in Victoria and Tasmania - working to inspire people, 
enliven communities and confront justice.’

Uniting Emergency Relief (ER), operates from the Uniting Church on the corner of Church and 
Camp Streets, Kangaroo Flat.  Originally known as UnitingCare, Uniting ER has become a key 
support/assistance program for those people in need who live in Greater Bendigo & beyond.

We work in partnership with people who are experiencing hardship, disadvantage, social 
isolation and loneliness – people who are homeless, unemployed, experiencing mental health 
issues or the effects of drug and alcohol abuse, victims of domestic violence, retirees, families 
and single parents.  

We work alongside anyone who comes to us for assistance in an accepting and non-
judgemental way. We support people to build on their strengths and gain confidence in 
themselves and their ability to cope in times of need, while knowing we are here to support 
them when they need it.

Whether that support presents itself through social contact over a ‘cuppa & chat’, listening, 
food assistance, help with paying utility bills, prescriptions, school expenses, or providing 
hampers and gifts for children at Christmas, we endeavour to help in any way we can. 

From August 24, our operating hours were extended to include Thursday mornings and 
additional hours on Tuesdays and Fridays.

Tuesday: 9am – 3pm
Thursday: 9am – 1pm
Friday: 9am – 3pm

All are welcome to call in anytime during these hours if you require support or assistance.  
If you would like to just sit and have a ‘cuppa’ you would also be most welcome (COVID 
restrictions permitting).

For all enquiries, please phone our Uniting ER Co-ordinator, Max Blume on 5443 5458 during 
open hours.



UNITING CHURCH 
Corner Church & Camp Sts, Kangaroo Flat

Sunday 9:30am 
Phone 5447 9998

ST. MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat

10.00am Holy Communion Service
5.00pm Sunday@5 Service
Listen in to Life105.1fm Sundays at 8.30am 
for a message from St Mary’s.
Phone 5447 7427.

ST. MONICA’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
Station Street and High St, Kangaroo Flat

Saturdays at 6pm and Sundays at 9am. 
Phone 5443 4400

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Church Street, Sundays 10am, and the Karen 
language service each Sunday at 2pm

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
Y’S Mens Hall, 8 Lockwood Rd Kangaroo 
Flat. Worship Sunday 10am.  
Phone: 5441 3527 or 0413 682 999

COMMON GROUND CHURCH
Maiden Gully Community Hall, Calder Hwy, 
Maiden Gully.

Sundays at 4pm. Phone 0423 700 770

ENJOY CHURCH
10 Phillips Dr, Kangaroo Flat, Sunday  
10am - Ps Martin 0403 266 008

Kangaroo Flat weekend

MINISTER'S INDUCTION
Rev Paul Bauer will be Inducted as the 
Minister of the Bendigo South Uniting 
Church Cluster, which comprises Kangaroo 
Flat, Chum Street and Lockwood Uniting 
Churches. 

Wednesday June 16, 2021 - 7.30pm   
Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church

* BEFORE ATTENDING, PLEASE CHECK 
DETAILS WITH YOUR CHURCH.

Church Corner

226 High St Kangaroo Flat
5445 7400
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This September we will have our 
after service shared lunch to start 
the month. We are able to operate 
safely and honour God when we are 
open in these challenging times.

Living under the protection of Jesus 
truly comforts us. Psalm 91 tells 
of God’s protection against many 
matters. We invite you to join our 
services for the healing of Jesus 
and the strength to be victorious in 
all situations.  Our scripture study 
group will resume as soon as home 
visits are approved again. We meet 
in the Y community hall opposite 
Aldi at 10am.

If you need prayer, please contact 
Ps Peter Pritchard on 0413 682 999.

 

SOUTHERN 
GATEWAY 
CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH

Mr John Brohm

WEEKEND CHURCH SERVICES  

The Kangaroo Flat Community Kitchen 
continues to provide superb meals for the 
needy in our community.

The Kangaroo Flat and District Community 
Enterprise in conjunction with Kangaroo Flat 
Rotary, Bendigo Bank staff and the St. John 
Of God Hospital are proud to support this 
worthy project for our community.

The Community Meals are served at the 
Kangaroo Flat Rotary Clubrooms in Gateway 
Park, Kangaroo Flat between 5.30pm and 
6.30pm on Wednesday evenings.



Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters 

Please Note:

A local prospector has 
discovered a special coin 
known as a cartwheel penny 
which was minted prior to 
1800.

Kangaroo Flat resident Ken 
Morrison made the discovery 
near the Sandhurst Reservoir 
and the coin holds a special 
place in our national history.

Given that Captain Cook 
arrived on our shores in April 
1770, and a host of explorers 
followed, one can only 
suspect an early visitor to the 
Goldfields region may have 
parted ways with the coin 
during their search for gold.

Ken Morrison has been gold 
detecting for more than thirty 
years and he is thrilled with his 
find and he shares his story 
with FLAT MATTERS.

"As a teenager growing up, I 
had two uncles who were both 
very keen on prospecting.

Back in the year 1987 I was 
working as an officer with 
the State Bank in Inglewood 
and that was when I got a 
real interest in detecting and 
when I purchased my very 
first gold detector. Over the 
years and especially since we 
moved to Bendigo, I got great 

enjoyment in bush walking in 
the region. 

Recently, I had a day detecting 
on the outskirts of Kangaroo 
Flat and my detector came 
up with a spot where I located 
a very dirty and extremely 
worn coin several centimetres 
under the surface. I was 
unaware of its origins at first 
so took it home and made 
a thorough cleaning of the 
surface of the coin and then 
got into the researching of 
how it may have come to 
being in Australia.

The coin is made of copper, 
and it was minted in So Ho 
London back in 1797 which 
was during the reign of King 
George 111. At the time it was 
known as the cartwheel penny 
because of its large rim.

The coin was brought to 
Australia to replace the odd 
foreign coins and a rum 
bartering system in use at the 
time. 

Governor King of New South 
Wales doubled the value of 
this coin to two pence so that 
it would stay in circulation 
longer without leaving the 
colony. Therefore, it is known 
as Australia’s first official coin 
and I am thrilled with my find.’’

FLAT MATTERS is now working with the City of Greater Bendigo 
to provide an insight into works projects being undertaken within the 

Kangaroo Flat region.

This new information column was instigated by the Mayor of the City 
of Greater Bendigo Cr. Jennifer Alden and each month FLAT MATTERS 

will provide readers with an update of projects and their proposed 
completion date.

COUNCIL  
WORKS  
UPDATE

The following projects/initiatives will 
be commencing soon:

Date due to be 
completed

Lauren Court, Kangaroo Flat – Drainage Oct-21

Wattle Street, Bendigo - Footpath Sep-21

The following projects/initiatives are 
currently under construction:

Date due to be 
completed

Barkly St/Bancroft St, Bendigo - 
Roundabout & other upgrades

Oct-21

Bendigo Airport Entrance -  
Intersection Upgrade

Sep-21

Bendigo Creek, Laurel to Booth St, 
Golden Square - Southern Wall

Oct-21

KANGAROO FLAT COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE - meeting dates for 2021 
The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise (KFCE) is a not for profit community company, formed by residents of Kangaroo Flat and 

Districts to provide community input and resources into local initiatives, programs and facilities.

Meetings are held Meetings are held on a monthly basis at 6pm at the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club and dates for this year are:

September 30 • October 28 • November 25
It would be great if we could get some more community minded people come on board to be part of our enthusiastic committee in 2021. 

Participants get great satisfaction in seeing new projects come to fruition across our community. 

If you are interested contact us at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au 

Historic Coin Find

OSBORNE THEATRE 
UPDATE

The immediate future of the J B 
Osborne Theatre in Kangaroo Flat 
remains unclear.

The Kangaroo Flat Community 
Enterprise is keen to see the community 
facility retained and Chairman, Geoff 
Bowyer told FLAT MATTERS that 
discussions are ongoing with the school 
leaders.

"Discussions continue to be held with 
Crusoe College Principal, Brad Maddern 

regards the future of the theatre.

COVID lockdowns have dogged plans 
of the Kangaroo Flat Community 
Enterprise and Crusoe College to plan 
an Open Day for the public to visit the 
Theatre.

We are keen to conduct a special 
information session in regards the 
potential options to fully restore the 
theatre and make it a valuable local 
community arts asset.

A potential adjunct use of the theatre 
has been mooted as a local weekend 
community cinema based on the 
model of the successful Star Theatre in 
Eaglehawk. 

It will be interesting to see how such 
a proposal can be developed once we 
emerge from the current uncertainty 
caused by COVID.

We look forward to the active 
participation of our local State member 
Maree Edwards MP in assisting to 
bringing this restoration project into a 
reality."
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Some events / times advertised may be affected  
by COVID. Please contact event organisers  

to check details prior to attending.

Please Note:

6.00pm roll-up for 6.30pm game
* Covid-19 safe practices as per Bowls Vic Covid-19 rules

WEDNESDAY EVENING
BEGINNER’S BAREFOOT BOWLS
November 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th

CONTACT

FOR ENTRIES

For a meal, a fun game, meet new 
friends and enjoy yourselves.

Don’t miss out.

KFBC 5447 7300
John Lynch 0407403 956 (TEXT)
Bernie White 0435 353 557

☛ Club bowls available
☛ Sausage sizzle from 6pm
☛ Flat soled shoes
☛ Cost $5 per player
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Alcoholics Anonymous
7pm Sunday @ St Marys Anglican Church, 
193-195  High Street Kangaroo Flat. 
Enter from carpark at rear on corner Bank 
St/Church St. 
Enquiries 1300 22 22 22.

Bendigo Coin & Collectables Club Inc.
Meet every Friday fortnight at 7.30 pm 
Venue  - Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet 
St. Bendigo. 
New Members Welcome 
Contact Andrew Palmer 0411 796 730

Bendigo Evening VIEW Club
“Voice, Interest,Education for Women”
Supporting The Smith Family by raising 
funds to help disadvantaged students with 
their education needs.
4th Wednesday of month at 6pm for 6.30pm
Lakeside Hotel, 286 Napier Street, Bendigo 
(opposite Lake Weeroona)
Meals $26.  
Bookings Deidre McDougall 0419 595 674
Or for all enquiries re club Sue Rawlings 
0407 436 311

Bendigo Garden Club Inc.

3RD Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in 
the McKinnon Pavilion, no meetings during 
the months of January, July, December.
Bendigo Showgrounds.
Contact: Laurelle Smith -  
Secretary 5447 0017
New Members Always Welcome

Bendigo Gem Club Inc.
10 Galvin St. BENDIGO 3550
Email: bendigogemclubinc@gmail.com
Website: https://bendigogemclub.tidyhq.com
BGC meet Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Zoom chat Wednesdays 8pm
Tuesdays
5-8.30 pm Instruction available in 
silversmithing & cabochons
Thursdays 
10am-4pm silversmithing, cabochons, 
faceting, 
mineral group.
Instruction available
GEM EXPO second weekend September
Members online shop
Silver casting
Only 10 min walk from Bendigo Station

Bendigo Legion Angling Club  
7.30pm 1st Monday of the month. 
The Den at Dower Park, Station Street, 
Kangaroo Flat.

Bendigo Philatelic Society .
Night Meetings on the first Tuesday each 
month at 7:30pm
CVGT - Corner Stanfield and Jackson Street, 
Long Gully.
Contact Joy (Secretary) on 0439 473 645 or 
Libby (President) on 0448 120 066  
All visitors welcome.

Bendigo Positive Birthing
www.facebook.com/bendigopositivebirthing 
for more details phone: 0447 453 644

Bgo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club 
monthly meetings last Monday of month  
7.30pm in the  Y  Community Hall, Lockwood 
Road,  opposite  ALDI. 
Club’s web site on  www.brcac.asn.au

Community Enterprise  
Last Thursday of each month, 6pm, Sports 
Club Dower Park

GROUPS & CLUBS INCLUDE YOUR GROUP OR CLUB MEETING 
TIMES BY CONTACTING FLAT MATTERS

Group Gatherings

CWA Kangaroo Flat Branch
C.W.A. Kangaroo Flat Branch 
3rd Thursday of Month 
1.30 pm at Uniting Church Hall,  
Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.  
Interesting speakers & Monthly Craft Day. 
All Ladies Welcome - Afternoon Tea 
More Details  5446-8323 
Look up the web for complete overview 
www.cwaofvic.org.au

Enjoy Church
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat 
Details: http://enjoy.church/bendigo. 
Contact: Campus Pastor Martin Oravec on 
0403 266 008.

Friends of Crusoe No. 7 Park  
Meet first Wednesday of every 2nd month 
starting February at the Rotary Gateway Park 
at 7pm, plus has working bees and activities 
in the parks.   
Contact the Secretary at focr7p@gmail.com

Golden Square Croquet Club  
Every Monday and Friday.  
Contact Jenny, 0438 713 190,   
Don 5449 6332. 
For Junior players Saturday mornings 
contact Bill 5447 3439

Greater Bendigo Danceland Inc.
A Social Dance every Saturday night at  
7pm - 10pm. 
Venue - St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall,  
26 Myers St. Bendigo.  
Contact Sharon 0417 470 774.

Heartbeat Bendigo Branch
A support group for cardiac patients, family 
& friends. Fundraising for cardiac equipment 
through public and social events. Meetings 
held bi-monthly on 3rd Sunday. Jan, March, 
May, July, Sept, Nov. 2pm at Chum Street 
Uniting Church hall.  Enquiries to President 
Frank Ward - 5447 4545 or 0407 855 685.

Heart Foundation Walking Group – 
Community Wellbeing Walkers

Every Tuesday 11.15
Meet at Lifestyle Choices, the corner of Neil 
and Station street Kangaroo Flat -30 minute 
walk along the Bendigo Creek Track.
All welcome contact Jennifer 0419878836
myhealth@mentoronline.com.au

Kangaroo Flat Baptist Church 
“Come and Chat Group”
Knitting for missions – a welcome cuppa 
and good conversations. 
We support a girl in Nepal. 
Enjoy good company every Monday 9.30am 
till midday. 
All Welcome!

Kangaroo Flat Community House
21 Woolcock Avenue, Kangaroo Flat 
Ph. 5447 9687 
Open Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm 
Various programs including: social group, 
yoga, craft, playgroup, cooking, meditation, 
art, tax help, applications for NILS (No 
Interest Loan Scheme) 
More information on our Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/
kangarooflatcommunityhouse

Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade
Meets First Thursday of each Month. 
Fire Fighter Training 
Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: Kangaroo Flat Fire Station 
Helm Street, Kangaroo Flat 
Contact: 54470204

Kangaroo Flat Scout Group
Outdoor activities for boys and girls  
aged 6 - 18 years old.   
Please contact Group Leader  
Tim Pannell 0408 451 362.

Lions Club  
2nd Wednesday of each month, Business 
meeting, Lions Club Rooms, Dower Park 
– 7.00pm. 4th Wednesday of each month, 
Dinner meeting at varying locations - 6pm 
for 6.30pm start.  
President Heather Gartside
Secretary Richard Hall 5499 6100

Maiden Gully Fire Brigade
First Tuesday of each month 
Firefighter Training  Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: Maiden Gully Fire Station 
5 Beckhams Road, Maiden Gully 
Contact through www.maidengullycfa.org.au

1st Maiden Gully Scout Group
Maiden Gully Scouts meet every week 
during the school term at the Maiden Gully 
Scout Hall, Cnr Beckhams Rd and Calder 
Hwy, Maiden Gully:
Joey Scouts (6-7yrs) Tuesday 5.30 –6.30pm
Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) Thursdays 7-8.30pm
Scouts (11-15yrs) Thursday 7-9pm)
To find out more contact Cate on  
0405 381 611

Maiden Gully Progress Association
Meetings are held on the second Thursday 
of the month.
Venue: Maiden Gully Community Hall.
Monthly: Every 2nd Thursday.
Time: 7pm
New members welcome

Marong And District Senior Citizens
We meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of 
each month at the Marong Community 
Hall from 11.30am to 3.30pm for various 
activities. New members most welcome. 

Enquiries to Elaine 5446 7403 or Robyn 
5443 9676

Needles & Threads  
Meet two Mondays of each month from 
10am to 12noon. Please phone Karen for 
Yearly list of dates.

Bring your knitting or crochet.
New members welcome.
Venue. St. Mary’s Anglican Church Hall,  
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enquiries to Karen – Ph: 0409 188 622

Partners of Veterans Assoc  
3rd Monday of the month, at 11.30am at the RSL

Playgroup for under 5’s
Every Monday during school terms 
from 9:30 –11:00am, at Kangaroo Flat 
Uniting Church, cnr Church & Camp Streets.
Contacts:  Anne 0411 127 925 or
Karen 0413 390 977

Probus Club of Kangaroo Flat (Mixed) Inc. 
Every 2nd Wednesday each month 9.45am 
St. Mary’s Church Complex High St, K/Flat. 
Contact  Bev. Blume   5443 1809. - Visitors 
welcome.

RAAF Association-Bendigo Branch
1st Thursday each month February - December.
11.00 am. to 12 noon with lunch afterwards.
At Bendigo District RSL, Havilah Road, Bgo
Contact: Glenis Gordon, Secretary/Treasurer
C/- Post Office, Raywood. 3570

Phone: 5436 9293  
Email: glenblairmichael@gmail.com
Membership open to ex Air Force Personnel
and their relatives.

Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat:   
Meet each Monday 6pm for 6.30 start at  
the Rotary Function Centre (opposite Apco).  
New members welcome  
www.facebook.com/rotarykangarooflat/

RSL  
Contact Craig Chilver (03) 5447 8312 
Meeting held at 10am on 3rd Tuesday of the 
month. Light refreshments supplied. 
Social Club meet 1st and 4th Tuesdays of 
each month at 10.30am. 
New members welcome. 
Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.

Special Olympics Group
Pam (President) 0418 304 927
John (Ten Pin Bowling Coach)  
0400 641 405
Michele (Barracudas Swim Coach)  
0409 173 656

Spring Gully Dance
Dancing every Saturday night 7.30 - 11pm, 
and Monday nights from 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Venue - Spring Gully Hall, 135 Spring Gully 
Road, Spring Gully.
Contact Keith 5444 2953

The Little Chimps Playgroup 
Commencing on the 8th October at 396 
High Street Golden Square in the Seventh 
Day Adventist church hall. Every Wednesday 
during school term from 10:30am - 12:00pm.  
Contact Kerryn Greaves 0432 354 617. 
Please see enclosed a flyer for further 
information.

The Bush Dance and Music Club 
are holding there dance on May 15th at 8pm 
at the Holy Trinity Church Hall in Keck Steet, 
Flora Hill.
Starting at 8pm with the Emu Creek Bush 
band playing.
Admission $8 children under 16yrs free. 
Raffle and lucky door prizes.  
All very welcome.
Please bring a plate of supper to share.
More information phone Mary 5442 1153.

U3A Bendigo
Life-long learning and activities for mature 
aged people.
Gathering:  4th Wednesday of month.
Website: www.u3abendigo.com
Email:  activities@u3abendigo.com
Phone:  0490 858469

Volaire Calisthenics
Maiden Gully 
Classes:  Recreational and competitive 
teams. For participants age 3 and over.
Contact Volaire for class times.
Phone: 0437 343 656

Y’s Service Club (Women) 
2nd Tuesday of the month, contact  
0409 179 485 for venue details 

Y Service Club of Bendigo South 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Y’s 
Clubrooms, Lockwood Rd. at 12 noon.

Y Service Club of Kangaroo Flat 
every Wednesday at 6.30pm Y Community 
Hall. Lockwood Rd opposite ALDI.  
ph 5447 1587



KANGAROO FLAT 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Member for Member for Bendigo West, Maree 
Edwards MP, has announced that E Plus 
Architecture would design works to be undertaken 
at Kangaroo Flat Primary School.

•   $455,665 to go towards the Kangaroo Flat 
Primary School refurbishment of the toilet block 
to improve amenity, cleanliness and hygiene.

The Victorian Budget 2021/22 invests $20 million 
in the Minor Capital Works Fund to improve 
learning spaces as well as the condition and 
character of schools.

Member for Bendigo West Maree Edwards says 
schools have been allocated funding to fast track 
priority projects under the Minor Capital Works 
Fund to improve learning environments.

“Every student should have a great school, 
no matter where they live. That’s why we’re 
investing in hundreds of small but important 
projects that will make a big difference for 
schools and create jobs for Victorians. We’re 
making sure that our schools have the best 
facilities, our classrooms have the best teachers 
and that every child is given every chance to 
succeed. Both school communities are a step 
closer to getting the great local school facilities 
their kids need to thrive with the appointment of 
these architects.”

BUILDING BOOST 
FOR MARIST 
COLLEGE 

The Bendigo community will soon benefit from 
a massive school infrastructure boost, with the 
Andrews Labor Government delivering new 
schools and upgrades across the Catholic and 
independent education sectors.

Member for Bendigo West Maree Edwards 

says Marist College Bendigo will receive $2 
million towards the construction of their Arts 
& Technology Centre of Excellence. The total 
project cost will be $7.3 million.

Maree Edwards MP says more than one third of 
Victorian students attend Catholic or independent 
schools – and this $402 million fund is ensuring 
students across the state are benefitting from 
new schools and better, more modern school 
infrastructure.

“Every Victorian student deserves the best 
opportunity to thrive when it comes to their 
education – and we’re proud to support 
better facilities for every school, whether it’s 
government, independent or Catholic. This fund 
will get vital projects off the ground to improve 
kids’ learning and expand facilities in growing 
areas – giving all Victorian schools access to 
facilities and classrooms that will lead them to 
bright futures.’’

LOCKWOOD 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
UPGRADE

Better facilities are on their way for students at 
Lockwood Primary School with the appointment 
of an architect to design the school’s important 
upgrade through the Minor Capital Works Fund.

Member for Bendigo West, Maree Edwards 
announced that One Design Office Pty Ltd would 
design works to be undertaken at Lockwood 
Primary to deliver a refurbishment of the female 
toilet block to provide modern amenities for 
students.

The Victorian Government has provided $285,120 
to go towards this important project.

In the past seven years, the Labor Government 
has invested more than $10.9 billion in more than 
1,700 school upgrades – creating more than 
13,500 construction jobs – and is now ahead 
of schedule its commitment to open 100 new 
schools by 2026, with 62 new schools opening 
between 2019 and 2024.

Member for Bendigo West, Maree Edwards says 
it is important to ensure that every student can 
access a great local school and get a quality 
education.

‘’Every student should have a great school, no 
matter where they live. That’s why we’re investing 
in hundreds of small but important projects that 
will make a big difference for schools and create 

jobs for Victorians. Lockwood Primary School is 
going from strength to strength, and I’m thrilled 
to announce this important milestone. It’s 
exciting that this project it well on its way with 
the appointment of architects to design these 
new amenities.”

UPGRADE FOR 
BENDIGO SPECIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
SCHOOL 

State Members for Bendigo, Maree Edwards 
MP and Jacinta Allan MP have announced that 
Architecture Matters Pty Ltd would design works 
at Bendigo Special Development School at 
Kangaroo Flat.

The Victorian Government has provided $303,125 
to go towards the developing of an outdoor health 
and physical education hub.

The Victorian Budget 2021/22 invests $20 million 
in the Minor Capital Works Fund to improve 
learning spaces as well as the condition and 
character of schools.

Schools have been allocated funding to fast-track 
priority projects under the Minor Capital Works 
Fund to improve learning environments as well as 
the condition and character of schools.

In the past seven years, the Victorian Government 
has invested more than $10.9 billion in building 
new schools and more than 1,700 school 
upgrades, creating around 13,500 jobs in 
construction and associated industries. It is now 
ahead of schedule in its commitment to open 
100 new schools by 2026, with 62 new schools 
opening between 2019 and 2024. 

Member for Bendigo West, Maree Edwards 
says the Victorian Budget 2021/2022 invests 
$20 million in the Minor Capital Works Fund to 
improve learning spaces as well as the condition 
and character of schools.     

“Bendigo Special Developmental School is such 
a fantastic school, with wonderful, supportive 
staff and a great learning environment. The new 
outdoor space will add a wonderful new area for 
students to enjoy and learn in. Congratulations 
to the appointed Architects, who have won 
the tender for these improvements. There are 
now building works and planning underway for 
school upgrades right across the Bendigo West 
and Bendigo East electorates.”

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters

LOCAL SCHOOL UPDATES



195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat 
5447 0927

Brian and Lyn Leidle 
 your local funeral directors.

www.mountalexanderfunerals.com

Michael Keena, Managing Director
Bachelor of Business (Accounting) 
Graduate Diploma of Taxation, 
Diploma of Financial Planning, FCPA 

1/227 Barnard Street, Bendigo 3550 
Tel: (03) 5444 0700 Fax: (03) 5444 0600 
Mail: PO Box 1206, Kangaroo Flat 3555 
Email: michael.keena@kjaaccountants.com.au 

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters 

ADVERTISE HERE FOR 

JUST $50 $50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

Memberships for 
2020/21 now available

Join now to enjoy 
playing on your great 

local golf course

Central Victoria’s Best Kept  
Golfing Secret

For information - phone: 03 5435 3370
email:bpgc@bigpond.com  |  www.belvoirparkgc.com

KANGAROO 
FLAT FIRE 
BRIGADE 
Our members have 
been busy training in 
preparation for the 
upcoming fire season. 

Our operational and safety training has been 
conducted in a Covid safe way, as instructed 
by CFA. 

Members have also been conducting training 
within the local district attaining skills and 
qualifications required to better serve our 
local community of Kangaroo Flat and the 
surrounding areas. 

We assure all members of the community that 
our team are maintaining their skills during 
this difficult time. Additionally, congratulations 
to those members that have completed new 
qualifications and who put in their valuable 
time and effort voluntarily in order within our 
local response region.

Have you checked the status of your smoke 
alarms and their installation placement lately? 
Only working smoke alarms, which are installed 
correctly, in strategic locations offer lifesaving 
notice of a fire or smoke within a household. 

Most fires that result in death start in the 
lounge room or the bedroom. The minimum 
smoke alarm requirement, by law, is that you 
have smoke alarms located between each 
area containing bedrooms and the remainder 
of the home. This means that for most homes 
a smoke alarm will be placed in the hallway 
outside groups of bedrooms.

It is now law in Victoria that in any new home, 
or home undergoing significant renovation, 
that where multiple smoke alarms are required, 

they must be interconnected. Recent research 
has shown that when a fire starts in a bedroom 
with the door closed, the smoke alarms in 
the hallway do not activate. Even with the 
bedroom door open, the hallway smoke alarm 
may not activate in time to allow people in the 
bedrooms to get out. It makes sense, therefore, 
that smoke alarms should be installed inside 
bedrooms. This is why CFA now recommends 
smoke alarms inside all bedrooms as well as 
in the hallway.

Research also tells us that almost all children 
do not wake to the sound of a smoke alarm. 
This makes it important that adults in the home 
can hear the smoke alarms. In modern homes 
where the parents’ bedroom is often in another 
part of the house, they may not hear the smoke 
alarm in the children’s bedrooms.

Interconnection means that the smoke alarms 
communicate with each other so that if one 
smoke alarm activates all the smoke alarms in 
the home go off, making it more likely that all 
persons have the best chance of getting out 
before they are overcome by smoke and die.

For more information visit https://www.cfa.vic.
gov.au/plan-prepare

est 1873

VOLUNTEERS

BENDIGO EVENING VIEW CLUB
Currently, the Bendigo Evening View Club sponsors fifteen (15) Smith Family Learning for Life 
students.

We are always open to new members and have been thrilled to welcome 10 new members in 2021, 
so please get in touch and come and see what it’s all about.

Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 6pm.

A Dinner Meeting is held on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 6pm at Lakeside Hotel (opposite 
Lake Weeroona) 286 Napier Street, Bendigo.

L-R Jocelyn Cato, Elaine Young, Elaine Smart, Marg Andrea, Deidre McDougall, Sue Rawlings, Lyn 
Matthews, Robyn Tickner, Sue Brown, Marg Honeybone & Mary Spender. (Missing from the photo are 
Tricia King & Maree Cashen)
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Clark Rubber Bendigo
6-32 Marong Road  

Bendigo Vic 3550
Telephone: 03 5442 2844   
Facsimile: 03 5442 2108

bendigo@clarkrubber.com.au
www.clarkrubber.com.au

• Medical practice  
 (GPs at four sites) 
• Men’s health 
• Women’s health 
• Allied health (including 

podiatry, chronic disease 
and respiratory 
management) 

• Child and family services 
• Settlement services 
• Sexual health 

• Counselling and 
mental health 

• Alcohol and other 
drugs treatment and 
withdrawal programs 

• NDIS services 
• My Aged Care services 

Connect with us at 
wwwwww..bbcchhss..ccoomm..aauu  

Helm Street 
Kangaroo Flat 
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16 Lockwood Road, Kangaroo Flat Vic 3555
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Listening Post held in Castlemaine last 
Friday of the Month 10am to 2pm.
Please phone for appointment.

ADVERTISE HERE FOR 

JUST $50 $50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

Haven’t picked up a racquet in a while? 

Not a problem. Why not visit Ironbark Tennis Club 
for a new social tennis experience designed to get 
more adults on the court. 

Come together over great food, drink and music, 
with a social hit of tennis on the side. All skill levels 
are welcome, and people can join in the fun with no 
strings attached. 

Mixed games Saturday 9.30am
Ladies   Thursdays 9.30am

Cost $3 per session and membership $50 per year. 

All welcome. 

238 Don Street, Bendigo.  Enquiries Adrian Cox 0417 377 112. 

IRONBARK TENNIS CLUB  
Social tennis for seniors

The City of Greater Bendigo 
has announced that plans for a 
new employment precinct have 
progressed in recent time with the 
purchase of land at Marong.

The City has signed contracts to purchase 
155 hectares within the preferred 280-hectare 
precinct along the Wimmera and Calder 
Alternative Highways, south of the Marong 
township.

City of Greater Bendigo Chief Executive 
Officer Craig Niemann said the land purchase 
was a significant step to support new and 
expanding businesses in Greater Bendigo 

and attract investment long term.

“Council has long seen the need for more 
industrial land, especially large parcels of 
unconstrained and strategically located land. 
Industrial land is currently in short supply in 
Greater Bendigo, with less than 10 years’ 
supply left. The City has spent the last two 
years going through a process of assessing 
market needs and then considering 600 
potential sites. We have also given individuals 
an opportunity to identify potentially suitable 
sites.  

The purchased land was not compulsorily 
acquired. We have been in discussions 
with landowners who were willing to sell 
and a fair market value was negotiated. The 
purchase price is commercial in confidence 
information.

We are very pleased to be able to announce 
this successful outcome to meet Greater 
Bendigo’s long-term employment and 
industry needs. 

From here, the City can appoint consultants 
to begin the various detailed planning studies 
that are required, and the City will work with 
the State Government to determine the best 
process for rezoning the land. The community 
will have the opportunity to provide input and 
feedback as part of the planning process. 
We can now progress this priority project 
to ensure Greater Bendigo can attract and 
retain vital business investment to support 
future jobs for our community.”

EMPLOYMENT PRECINCT 
FOR MARONG
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Kangaroo Flat & District Community Enterprise Bring You FLAT MATTERS and District Community Enterprise

Distributed to  Kangaroo Flat • Golden Square • Maiden Gully • Marong • Lockwood • Big Hill

We want your articles! If you have an up coming 
event or community related news, please email us 
a short article and photo! 

Contact: flatmtrs@kfce.com.au 

Email your pictures and articles to: 
flatmtrs@kfce.com.au by the 14th of the month for 
the following months publication

VENUE FOR HIRE
ROTARY FUNCTION CENTRE
Gateway Park, High Street, Kangaroo Flat

• Seating up to 100 people
•  Commercial kitchen, bar available
•  Parties, Weddings, Training 

Groups

www.rotaryclubofkangarooflat.org for details
Venue also available for community groups

Ph: 0407 496 091.

Venue for hire at RSL STATION ST, KANGAROO FLAT
•  Robust kitchen, disabled amenities available

•  Seating for up to 80 people.  •  Available to Community Groups and Clubs.
Contact President.  Phone: 5447 8312.

Want to receive Flat Matters by Email each month? Subscribe today at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au

NETBALL COURTS UPDATE
The netball complex at Dower Park in Kangaroo Flat will be ready 
for play at the start of the 2022 season.

The assurance has come from the City of Greater Bendigo after 
putting out a Tender last month with a September 7 closing date.

City of Greater Bendigo Director of Presentations and Assets, 
Brian Westley, told FLAT MATTERS that the works will involve the 
reconstruction of the two netball courts that were put in place at 
Dower Park more than twelve months ago.

"We anticipate works will start in late October and the concrete 
pour will be complete prior to Christmas. The concrete will cure 
over the Christmas/New Year break and acrylic overlay will be 
applied in late January.’’

Kangaroo Flat Swimming Club has conducted 
their presentation night for the 2020/2021 season 
Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre.

The night started with a light training session then 
moved onto some water games and novelty races 
which all of the kids thoroughly enjoyed.

The season was filled with plenty of covid 
interruptions with a lot of swim meets being 
cancelled including most of the short course 
events. The long course season also had its fair 
share of cancellations which saw our swimmers 
travelling to as many swim meets as possible to 
gain qualifying times for the major events, which 
paid off with many swimmers making it on the 
podium at country and state titles. 

THE AWARD WINNERS:

•  Swimmer of the year senior squad: Jett Bird

•   Swimmer of the year Junior squad: Sienna 
Barnett

•   Swimmer of the session LC Senior squad male: 
Nick Kearns

•   Swimmer of the session LC Junior squad male: 
Elliot Bird

•   Swimmer of the session LC Senior squad 
female: Emily Kearns

•   Swimmer of the session LC Junior squad 
female: Miley Bird

•   Junior encouragement award: Millie Kerr 

•   Senior encouragement award: Cody Bird

•   Best Club Person : Ebony Start

SWIMMERS ALSO RECEIVED CLUB PINS 
FOR REPRESENTING KFSC AT MAJOR SWIM 
MEETS:

•   Country LC Championship's: Jett Bird, Cody 
Bird, Elliot Bird, Ashton Tompson-Hall, Paige 
Martin, Nick Kearns, Emily Kearns & Tyson 
Jelbart

•    State Age LC Championship's: Jett Bird, Cody 
Bird, Ashton Tompson-Hall, Paige Martin, Nick 
Kearns, Emily Kearns & Tyson Jelbart

 • Age Nationals LC: Jett Bird & Emily Kearns

COACHING: 

KFSC has added another mentor to the ranks 
with assistant coach Jordan Brown coming on 
board.

Jordan has worked in learn to swim for 
almost 6 years and is also studying Certificate 
3/4 in fitness with intentions of pursuing a 
coaching career with focus of rehab and injury 
prevention.

With the Olympics wrapping up we have seen 
an increase of interest from people wanting to get 

into swimming.

Whether you are looking to further your child's 
swimming skills or looking at competitive 
swimming why not coming along for the 3 
FREE TRIAL sessions.

Just contact our head coach Tyson Jelbart at 
kfsccoach@outlook.com or come along to 
Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre week nights 
from 4pm and check us out.

SWIMMING CLUB 
AWARDS NIGHT


