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The City of Greater Bendigo is expected to put 
up a controversial Gambling Policy at its ordinary 
meeting of council in December.

The contentious issue has drawn the ire of many 
sporting and community groups since council 
released a ‘’Draft Reducing Harm from Gaming 
Policy’’ at the June meeting which could have a 
detrimental impact especially in the Kangaroo Flat 
region.

Author of the report, Vicky Mason has told FLAT 
MATTERS that council received 95 submissions in 
regards the policy and a workshop is planned with 
Councillors in November and it is anticipated that 
the policy will progress to the ordinary meeting of 
Council in December.

The heart of concern centred around the wording 
of the draft policy which declared

‘’A challenging issue when considering Council’s 
future policy direction is the presence  of 
Electronic Gaming Machines at the Kangaroo Flat 
Sports Club.’’

The report was compiled without making any 
contact with the Board of Management or senior 
management at the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club 
and created fear amongst sports club staff and 
their families.

FLAT MATTERS was also able to determine that 
none of the elected ward councillors Rod Fyffe, 
Jennifer Alden and Vaughan Williams contacted 
the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club in the lead up to 
the June council meeting, furthermore General 
Manager of the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club Adam 
Larkins says no contact has been 
made since submissions 
closed.

‘’Lack of community stakeholder consultation 
between councillors workshopping the policy and 
the ordinary meeting of council in December is 
very concerning’’.

Sources within council expressed their view to 
FLAT MATTERS that any club or organisation 
affected by the proposal should have been 
contacted.

‘’I have not seen such a big response where 95 
submissions have been forwarded to Council, so 
the community are really showing some interest.’’ 
Our source said.

It is understood that several sporting clubs in 
the Kangaroo Flat region have submitted their 
thoughts against the proposal as the Kangaroo 
Flat Sports Club is a not-for-profit organisation 
that puts any profits back into the local community.

Chairman of the Kangaroo Flat Community 
Enterprise, Geoff Bowyer has also voiced his 
concerns on how the matter has been handled by 
Council.

‘’There has been a deafening silence from most 
of the elected councillors since we presented our 
submission.

Most disappointingly there has been no contact 
whatsoever from any of our Lockwood Ward 
representatives including the Mayor, Jennifer 
Alden.

This seems to make hollow all of the pre-election 
promises of the elected councillors who explicitly 
state that they will consult with their respective 
communities.

We hope that in the limited time available our 
elected representatives will consult with their 
community and the continued absence of any 
consultation by Council Officers flies in the face 
of improved community consultation rhetoric 
continually suggested by the Chief Executive 
Officer Craig Niemann.’’

All this comes as Community Clubs in Victoria 
have had to endure a horrid year with density 
limits currently just 10 visitors indoors and puts 
them in a perilous financial position.

A survey of community clubs in Victoria indicates 
that 44 per cent would be in dire trouble within the 
coming weeks unless they were allowed at least 
100 patrons inside.

The Kangaroo Flat Sports Club contributed over 
$178,000 towards projects and sporting groups 
last financial year.

We all await the December meeting of the City 
of Greater Bendigo.  

COMMUNITY CLUBS UNITE
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DJAARA RELEASES CONCEPT DESIGN FOR LARNI YIRRIP CAMPING 
VILLAGE 
The Victorian State Government is investing 
$105.6 million over four years in Victoria’s 
Great Outdoors (VGO) Program. As part of 
this, Bendigo has received a $2 million funded 
project to develop Larni Yirrip, a Dja Dja 
Wurrung Camping Village.

Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation, 
who are now trading as DJAARA, is leading the 
planning design and delivery of the project in 
partnership with Parks Victoria and Coliban 
Water.

Larni Yirrip, meaning home of the Ironbarks, 
will be situated in the Bendigo Regional Park 
adjacent to No.7 Park in Kangaroo Flat. The 
campground design has been based around 
Dja Dja Wurrung traditional values, designed 
to create a space for community and sharing 
that is uniquely Dja Dja Wurrung in nature. 
The recently completed concept designs 
show a site-sensitive layout based around 
existing tracks and areas of past disturbance, 

minimising the need to remove vegetation. This 
will allow for an immersive Dja Dja Wurrung 
cultural experience in one of Bendigo's natural 
Ironbark Forests.

Ten to fifteen low-impact tent-based campsites 
will be situated around a centralised gathering 
space. This communal area will include two 
shelters, site information, educational signage, 
toilet amenities, a designated shared fire pit and 
welcome ceremonial fire. The design includes 
the development of a buffer zone between 
neighbouring properties and the campground, 
adding an extra level of privacy for campers 
and local residents. Environmental watering 
ponds and native landscaping has also been 
included in the plan to support the return of 
traditional food and fibre plants to Country.

It is expected that after-hours access to No. 
7 Park and the campground will be managed 
with electronic boom gates. Campsites will be 
available through an online booking system. 

Once the campground is opened in late 
2022, Parks Victoria rangers will be regularly 
patrolling, maintaining, and managing day-to-
day operations.

Dja Dja Wurrung Group CEO, Rodney Carter, 
ensures this project is a great example for 
placing Dja Dja Wurrung culture and language 
into the landscape. He said, "This new 
campground uniquely designed by Djaara 
is a first of its kind that can be adapted for 
improving camping spaces across all of central 
Victoria, and the initial site selection will allow 
visitors a suitable place for their first camping 
on-Country experience."

The concept design, site layout and associated 
fact sheets can be found under the factsheets 
tab at https://djadjawurrung.com.au/
resources/. Throughout the design process, 
DJAARA will continue to seek community 
feedback and provide updates.

LIKE & SHARE 
COMPETITION 
W I N N E R S !

LOCKDOWN BLUES? COVID FATIGUE?
Dreaming of that seemingly impossible holiday or travel anywhere 
but within 5kms???

Well - travel to Kangaroo Flat Library and prepare to plan your 
travel in Australia or even Victoria! With our range of Travel and 
Adventure magazines we can cater to all tastes and concepts for 
holidays and travel.

Australian Bushwalking Magazine suggest great walks around 
Australia, whereas Pat Callinan’s 4X4 Adventures explores the 
best places to tackle Off Road holidays!

We have everything in between! Cruise Passenger looks beyond 
borders, while Camper Australia, Caravan World, Caravan and 
Motorhome look at options for family holidays and Grey Nomads.

Australian Traveller, Vacations and Travel and Time to Roam are 
all titles which give us a chance to look at exploring our own 
backyard.

Most of these titles are regular subscriptions so you can get the 
most up to date Travel information available.

There is no limit to the number of magazines you can borrow – but 
they are just for one week’s loan.

Remember too – that if we are in Lockdown – we usually offer a 
Reserve and Collect Service – which means that we can reserve 
your magazines or books and you can come to our front door to 
collect them during our Lockdown Opening Hours. Alternatively, 
give us a call or email and we can choose a selection of titles for 
you if you wish.

Don’t forget to browse our e-Library catalogue and explore 
Magazine options there too! www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/elibrary

Happy reading! Happy armchair travel planning!



DJAARA LIGHTS UNIQUE PUBLIC ARTWORKS TO BE UNVEILED IN 
NOVEMBER

Bendigo’s Telstra Exchange building and 
neighbouring Bendigo Creek will be transformed 
in early November with a spectacular night 
time display from Djaara Lights, featuring neon 
artworks, street art and digital experiences 
telling stories from Dja Dja Wurrung People.

Djaara Lights is planned to be unveiled 
on Saturday November 6 with a series of 
activations that tell dreaming stories of Djandak 
(Country) from Dja Dja Wurrung People, the 
Traditional Owners of Bendigo.

Installation has already begun and the public 
artworks will be located along Oscars Walk, 
starting at the Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 

forecourt and will end at the Telstra Exchange 
Building on Short Street.

Funded by Creative Victoria, Djaara Lights 
is a collaboration between DJAARA (Dja Dja 
Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation) and the 
City of Greater Bendigo.

Djaara CEO Rodney Carter said Djaara Lights 
placed Traditional Owner knowledge at the 
forefront of an artistic practice to showcase the 
Six Seasons in an innovative way that had not 
been shared before.

“Djaara Lights will provide a heightened 
platform to showcase Dja Dja Wurrung culture, 
language and art. It showcases the imagination 
and artistry of two talented Djaara artists. Dja 
Dja Wurrung people have gone from strength to 
strength as we re-build our lives and reinforce 
the significant contributions we can bring to 
the broader community’s wellbeing,” Mr Carter 
said.

First Nations artists Drew Berick and Troy 
Firebrace are leading this culturally significant 
art project and have worked closely with 20 
local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students.

“It is an overwhelming feeling of pride and 
privilege to be part of the Djaara lights project. 
Working with the younger artists to guide them 
and lead them has been rewarding. I have been 
incredibly fortunate with the successes I have 
had through creating art, but this project in 
particular is very exciting and humbling,” Mr 
Berick said.

“Being a part of Djaara Lights strengthens 
the voice of Djaara culture in the community. 
It contains visual elements that will prompt 
conversations and further learning about 
Djaara,” Mr Firebrace said.

Djaara Lights explores the Dja Dja Wurrung Six 
Seasons to create a unique night time cultural 
attraction for the community and visitors 
enjoying overnight stays in the region.

It will feature several light-based contemporary 
artworks including a 9.6m large-scale 
illuminated mural, ‘I am Djaara’. An augmented 
reality app will enable people using a mobile to 
enjoy artworks along Oscars Walk boardwalk 
leading to the illuminated mural.

City of Greater Bendigo’s Creative Communities 
Coordinator and joint project manager, Maree 
Tonkin said Djaara Lights was an important 
cultural step forward for the region.

“It celebrates and acknowledges Traditional 
Owner stories through new and exciting 
public art works and Djaara Lights is poised 
to become a significant cultural destination for 
Greater Bendigo,” Ms Tonkin said

Renowned Indigenous edutech company 
Indigital has been brought in to help with the 
technical aspects while specialist education 
and technical partners Bendigo Tech School 
and ACMI have been involved with the Six 
Seasons’ artworks.

The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise is 
excited to announce the winners of our Like & 
Share competition.

We asked you to like and share our Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/KFCE3555 and 
thanks FLAT MATTERS readers, it was a huge 
success with hundreds of entries. 

And the winners are: 

Prize 1 Bruce McLean

Prize 2 Kim Sheldon 

Prize 3 Karen Coleman

Prize 4 Jeanette Milward

PRIZE PACKS:
Prize 1 
•   Fair price furniture - 1 x Queen bed mattress 

protector and 1 x  x $99 Med AB rug
•   Ultimate tyres voucher for 1 free wheel 

alignment 2 wheel balances (value of $85)
•   1 x Sew it up gift voucher for trouser hemming 

(valued at $18)
•   1 x $30 kangaroo flat sports club voucher
•   1 x Ultrawash 1 free car wash
•   5 x golden bean free coffees medium

•   5 x bakers delight $20 of product vouchers 
•   1 x $30 kangaroo flat hotel vouchers for 

drinks / meals 
•   1 x Little senses activity table (baby bunting)

Prize 2
•   Fair price furniture-1 x $99 Med AB rug
•   1 x Sew it up gift voucher for trouser hemming 

(valued at $18)
•   1 x $30 kangaroo flat sports club voucher
•   1 x Ultrawash 1 free car wash
•   5 x golden bean free coffees medium
•   5 x bakers delight $20 of product vouchers 
•   1 x $30 kangaroo flat hotel vouchers for 

drinks / meals 

Prize 3
•   Fair price furniture - 1 x Queen bed mattress 

protector
•   1 x Ultrawash 1 free car wash
•   5 x golden bean free coffees medium
•   3 x bakers delight $20 of product vouchers 
•   1 x Windermere $30 voucher

Prize 4
•   1 x Ultrawash 1 free car wash

•   5 x golden bean free coffees medium
•   2 x bakers delight $20 of product vouchers 
•   1 x Planty’s prime meats $30

Thanks to the wonderful businesses in the 
Kangaroo Flat community who generously 
donated an excellent range of prizes:

Baby Bunting
Bakers Delight
Fair price furniture
Golden Bean drive through
Kangaroo Flat Hotel
Kangaroo Flat Sports Club
Planty’s Prime Meats
Sew It Up
Ultrawash car wash
Ultimate tyres
Windermere 

This promotion was not sponsored, endorsed or 
administered by or associated with Facebook. 

LIKE & SHARE 
COMPETITION 
W I N N E R S !

A Cultural Flower by First Nations artist Troy 
Firebrace

Enterprise Chair Geoff Bowyer and members 
Simon Perry and Sheryle Watson present 
prizes to Bruce McLean and Karen Coleman.
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KANGAROO FLAT COMMUNITY HOUSE CELEBRATING 35 YEARS
September marked 35 years in operation for 
the Kangaroo Flat Community House. Over 
the years we’ve seen some amazing programs 
offered through the house. From gardening, arts 
and crafts, cooking classes, exercise and social 
groups to now offering technology support. 
The focus has always been on connecting with 
others, providing a fun, safe environment for 
people to come together learn new skills and 
meet others.

In Term 4 we are looking forward to continuing 
to create opportunities for our community to 
join us.

Our new timetable includes both exciting new 
activities and our tried and trusted programs for 
people to choose from. We are excited to take 

advantage of the warmer weather and offer our 

social exercise programs in the great outdoors.

Join our Community Programs Coordinator - 

Michelle McAuley for our new Friday morning 

Social Bike Rides. Riders of all abilities are 

welcome to join. We will depart from Gateway 

Park, following the Bendigo Creek Trail returning 

to the Park for a cuppa and a chat. 

TERM 4 PROGRAM 2021

Tuesday 12, October - Friday 10, December

*Register your interest with Michelle for any 
activities on 0490 023 687 or email projects@
kangarooflatcommunitygroup.com*

Tuesdays

10.30 - 11.30 am Get Active in the Park - 
Browning St Oval 

1.30 - 3pm Social Craft Group Lansell Square

Wednesday

9.30 - 1.30pm Digital Assistance Lansell Square

1.30 - 3pm Cooking Program - BCHS Helm St

Thursday

9.30 - 10.30 Walking Group - Lansell Square

9.30 -12pm Art Group - Lansell Square

12.30 – 2.30 Board Games and Social Group

1.30 - 2.30 Tai Chi - Browning St Oval

Friday

10.30 - 12pm Social Bike Rides - Gateway Park

2021 BENDIGO SENIORS FESTIVAL REIMAGINED
The 2021 Bendigo Seniors Festival, due to take 
place between October 3-10 has again been 
impacted by COVID-19 restrictions with most 
activities unable to proceed under the current 
restrictions.

The Bendigo Seniors Festival is part of the 
Victorian Seniors Festival and this is the second 
year the festival has been affected by COVID-19 
restrictions.

City of Greater Bendigo Health and Wellbeing 
Director Vicky Mason said despite planning a 
full program of events the City has made the 
decision to cancel the face to face activities 
due to the restrictions on people numbers 
currently in place.

“We know this is a very popular festival for our 
older residents and we are really disappointed 
that we cannot hold activities where people 
can gather together again this year,” Ms Mason 
said.

“However, there will still be a special selection 
of online content available for older residents 
to enjoy and we are looking to reschedule the 

much-loved opening concert to a time when 
more people will be able to attend which is 
great news.

“We are also delighted to offer an initiative 
where people can nominate someone over 
65 years of age who they think deserves to 
be recognised to receive a celebration box of 
delicious treats to enjoy.

“So if anyone knows of an inspiring person who 
they think makes a difference to their community 
and has a positive attitude to ageing they can 
nominate them to receive a celebration box by 
emailing seniorsfestival2021@Bendigo.vic.gov.
au

“I also encourage all older residents to check 
out the diverse range of online activities as you 
may find activities that will surprise and delight 
you.”

The 2021 Victorian Seniors Festival online 
program is available to download from https://
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/About/Document-
Library/2021-Victorian-Seniors-Festival-
Program-pdf

Welcome to the Victorian Seniors Festival Reimagined 2021. We are proud to present special curated programs for you to enjoy online, with new performances added every month. Featuring programs from a range of cultures in our diverse society, bringing together community leaders and emerging artists together in conversation, meeting artists and practitioners in their studios and workspaces - the 2021 Festival Reimagined will surprise and delight you.
What can you expect? Think of the classic old English rhyme: Something old, something new, something borrowed and something blue. We have been inspired to produce creative programming that expresses continuity, optimism for the future, learnings from generation to generation and the joy of  pure performance.

All the video broadcasts and radio programs produced for the 2021 Victorian Seniors Festival reimagined are available to watch and listen to at Seniors Online
seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/festivalsandawards
Stay tuned for more exciting online productions coming to you each month until October 2021.
This is an active PDF – simply click on the arrow on any of the images to be taken to that video or radio program at Seniors Online. Each broadcast is available to watch with captions.

Here is what is available to watch  and listen to now. 

Video broadcasts  
and radio programs

Updated  
25 August
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 Quotation
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 Storage Price Weekly $
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Kangaroo Flat Primary School Principal, Kim 
Saddlier is a finalist for the 2021 Victorian 
Education Excellence Awards to be announced 
on Friday 22nd October.

The popular school leader has been praised 
throughout the community for her dedication to 
our local primary school.

Member for Bendigo West, Maree Edwards MP 
has congratulated the local finalist whose work 
and commitment has improved the school and 
supported students to develop skills, courage, 
and curiosity they need to succeed in life.

‘’The Victorian Education Excellence Awards 
show our community what makes Victorian 
public education great and how we value the 
contribution of everyone working in our schools. 
I am very proud of the contribution being made 
by our local finalist, Kim Saddlier.’’

School staff, parents and students have all 
heaped praise on their School Principal in 
recent weeks.

To find out more FLAT MATTERS has conducted 
a Q & A session with Kim Saddlier.

FM: Where did you first attend school?

KS: I grew up in Stanhope on a dairy farm and 
attended Stanhope Primary School. My family 
were active in our community and instilled 
in myself and my brothers the importance of 
education and the importance of people having 
a sense of belonging. Schools and sport are 
often the hub in rural communities.

FM: Where did you study to become a 
teacher?

KS: I came to Bendigo and attended La Trobe 
University and lived on campus. I completed 
a Bachelor of Social Science majoring in 
Psychology and Humanities. After finishing my 
degree, I travelled overseas and worked for 
almost a year. Upon my return to Stanhope I 
was successful in obtaining a job at the local 
primary school as an Integration Aide where I 
was supporting a student with additional needs. 
I LOVED the job and decided to go back to Uni 
to complete my education degree.

By the time I finished working as an integration 
aide 5 years later at a school in Kyabram I had 
completed my Education degree with honours.

FM: What was your first placement as a 
teacher?

KS: My first job as a teacher was in Shepparton 
at Wanganui Park secondary college. Another 
job and school that I loved. Each school I 
have taught in has taught me something about 
teaching and about myself.

FM: When did you get the principal 
appointment at Kangaroo Flat?

KS: I was appointed as the Assistant Principal 
at Kangaroo Flat PS in 2011 and worked under 
principal at the time Heather Odgers - a highly 
effective and experienced Principal. I had the 
opportunity in 2014 to take up a position as 
Acting Principal at Big Hill PS for 6 months 
whilst their principal was on leave. It was then 
that I felt that principalship was a role that I 
could consider. I returned to Kangaroo Flat 
PS in 2015 as Acting Principal before being 
successful in my application as the substantive 
principal.

FM: How tough has the role been in 2021 
in light of the pandemic restrictions on 
schooling?

KS: It is certainly fair to say that COVID-19 has 
placed a layer of challenge for schools and 
families that has required everyone to work with 
greater flexibility, resilience and compassion in 
order to survive. This past term, the difficulty 
for me has been the short notice of the snap 
lockdowns. Therefore, schools work in a state 
of flux where we are not always sure that when 
we leave school for the day that we won't have 
changed circumstances by the following day. 
This can take its toll as you are always working 
with Plan A, Plan B and possibly a Plan C and 
you have to be able to communicate that to 
parents in a timely manner when often that 
information is not quite available. But I truly 
take my hat off to our staff and families who 
have continued to adapt so beautifully and 
make every effort to make schooling work for 
everyone.

 I absolutely love Kangaroo Flat Primary School. 
The students are the centre of all that we do. I 
work with the most amazing staff, both teaching 
and education support staff.

They make my life as a principal so rewarding.

CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION
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ST MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
KANGAROO FLAT
Spring Art Show
What a fantastic Spring Art Show we had! Despite the challenging 
circumstances provided by Covid, it was a great success with a record 
number of people attending. Congratulations to our winners:

Best Acrylic - Maree Derby for ‘Wedge Tail Eagle’

Best Oil - Heather McKean for ‘Glorious Hydrangea’

Best Watercolour - Carolyn Marrone for ‘Card Players’

Best Other - Lee Charlton for ‘Crab Apples’

All received a prize of $250. The restriction of only 20 people allowed in 
the building at one time was manageable with only a 30-minute period on 
Saturday afternoon where a few visitors waited outside briefly.

Raffle Results: 1st Prize of a landscape painting by the late Karl 
Waasdorp—Jenny Fryer; 2nd Prize of $100 in supermarket gift cards—
Lois Bell; 3rd Prize of $60 in vouchers for The Foundry Hotel—Sandra 
Dalrymple; and 4th Prize of $40 in vouchers for The Foundry Hotel—
Lynne Murray. The addition of a trading table was also a great success 
with many now enjoying sauce and preserves made by our parishioners.

St Mary’s Annual Parish Fair Returns
After the disappointment of having to cancel this popular community event 
in 2020 due to the extended Covid-19 lockdown, plans are underway for 
a Covid-safe return in 2021. The Parish Fair is planned to be held on 
Saturday November 6 from 8am to 2pm in the Church Street car park of 
the Church with some activity in the Hall and Church.

The usual array of church stalls will run, including trash and treasure, 
baked goods, morning teas, BBQ, books, plants and pre-loved clothing. 
There will be a range of invited stall holders including community groups. 
We hope to be able to have our usual free concert in the church during the 
morning. An outside broadcast by radio station, Life FM 105.1 is planned. 
We also hope to have our usual activities for the children including a 
jumping castle and face painting. We’ll just have to wait and see what 
Covid restrictions will allow when the big day arrives.

If you are interested in having a stall; if you are a community group who 
would like to be involved; or if you would just like to know more, please 
contact Geoff, FAIR coordinator 0418 145 105.

NOTE: Each of the above events are subject to Covid-19 Restrictions 
being relaxed further in regional Victoria in October. You are welcome to 
call the church on 5447 7427 for updates.

STARTUP CENTRAL VICTORIA 
LAUNCHES TO SUPPORT NEW 
AND EMERGING REGIONAL 
BUSINESSES 

The City of Greater Bendigo 
is leading a new Startup 
Central Victoria initiative 
with a range of exciting free 
virtual programs for aspiring 
and emerging entrepreneurs 
based in Greater Bendigo, 
Loddon Campaspe, Mount 
Alexander, Central Goldfields 
and Macedon Ranges.

With Regional Development Victoria funding, the initiative has 
been designed to support new entrepreneurs and businesses 
looking to expand. A range of program activities will connect 
businesses with established entrepreneurs, industry leaders, 
developers and designers.

City Director Strategy and Growth Steve Hamilton said the central 
Victorian initiative was important to address wider regional 
needs and create new opportunities across central Victoria.

“Startup Central Victoria will provide invaluable support for 
startups and young businesses looking to scale-up in central 
Victoria,” Mr Hamilton said.

“We are seeking to nurture a culture of innovation across the 
central region, and this is an opportunity for people to convert 
great ideas into reality, help burgeoning businesses to attract 
new markets and create future job opportunities in central 
Victoria.

“We are delighted that La Trobe University has come on board to 
deliver Startup Central Victoria’s two Accelerator Programs, one 
starting in late October 2021 and one taking place in February 
2022, which will bring a wealth of knowledge and expertise for 
participants.”

La Trobe Vice-Chancellor Professor John Dewar AO said he 
welcomed the opportunity for the university to present three 
intensive learning streams as part of the Accelerator Program 
with support from experts, coaches and business mentors.

“We are deeply embedded in regional business communities 
and have a strong track record in supporting promising start-
ups and local businesses to realise their potential,” Professor 
Dewar said.

“Many highly-successful entrepreneurs have gained valuable 
insights and financial support since La Trobe started offering 
accelerator programs in 2017, and hundreds of others have 
successfully adapted their business models as part of our 
popular COVID-19 industry response programs.

“We look forward to applying the significant knowledge and 
experience we have developed in this area to this important 
initiative, which comes at a critical time for regional businesses.”

The first virtual/hybrid 12-week Accelerator Program begins 
on Monday October 25 with schedules to suit participants and 
enable them to commit to eight hours per week. Applications 
close on Monday October 11, 2021.

Streams will cater for early stage founders and businesses, 
development for startups looking to create, test and validate 
their offering, and an advanced stream for businesses seeking 
to scale up nationally and internationally.

For more information and to book these events please visit  
www.startupcv.com.au/events/
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MAIDEN GULLY  
– AN EXCITING PLACE TO BE

Well hello Maiden Gully! What an 
exciting event filled first month I 
have had. Lockdown number 6 
for Victoria, extended. Life as an 
essential working mother of 2 has 
been interesting.

Now to fill you in on Maiden Gully.

The rescindment of R44 to the upgrade of Maiden Gully Road 
Crossroads with the Calder Highway meeting has been postponed until 
Friday October 8.

We have a few projects on the go. Paul Gibbons and Greg Ralton are 
working closely with Wendy Holland to prepare a written prospectus, 
design and host a website and maintain feedback from the Maiden Gully 
Community regarding our walk/cycling paths throughout Maiden Gully.

We have been preparing for the Bunnings sausage sizzle in Kangaroo 
Flat for October 16.

Also working within COVID regulations regarding the possibility for a 
Carols by Candlelight later this year.

New members are wanting to join, which I am super enthusiastic about. 
I just wish COVID restrictions would lift so we could meet face-to-face.

Thank you to our new business directory/members for joining the 
Association. We are super grateful to have you onboard. Also thank you 
to the residents responding to our Facebook alert for free soil/fill from 
the Village Early Education building site. It was gone within two days 
allowing landscaping to commence.

Remember to like Maiden Gully Progress Association Facebook page 
MaidenGullyProgressAssociation | Facebook to keep informed of 
our latest projects and check in to our website for any new reports 
or information that you may find important to your community  
www.maidengully.com.au

We have recently added our Strategic Plan 2021-2025 to the homepage 
of our website, so please feel free to have a look.

Melissa Bishop 
President

The City of Greater Bendigo is calling on local residents to complete a 
short survey about their general waste, recycling and organic bins and the 
frequency of kerbside collections to help plan for the future.

City of Greater Bendigo Resource Recovery and Education Manager 
Brooke Pearce said the City is working towards meeting the requirements 
of the City’s draft Climate Change and Environment Strategy.

“A key action of the strategy is working towards zero waste. Zero waste 
is about reducing the volume of waste we generate, reusing it where 
possible and ultimately sending nothing to landfill that can be recovered or 
recycled,” Ms Pearce said.

“To help us achieve these aims the City is asking residents to complete 
a short survey to help guide future decision making and planning relating 
to the frequency of kerbside collections of general waste, recycling and 
organics bins.

“Community feedback is crucial to inform future planning and decision 
making and the survey should only take a few minutes to complete.

“A future change in the frequency of kerbside general waste, organics and 
recycling collections has the potential to save Greater Bendigo households 
money and encourage better home waste management which helps divert 
recyclable items from landfill.”

The survey should only take a few minutes to complete and is available 
to complete at https://letstalkgreaterbendigo.com.au/kerbside-collection-
survey until Friday October 22, 2021.

The survey questions include:

• What size general waste bin do you have (140L (small) or 240L (large)?

• On average, how full is your general waste bin on a weekly basis?

• What size recycling bin do you have (140L (small), 240L (large) or 360L 
(extra-large)?

• On average, how full is your recycling bin on a fortnightly basis?

• Do you have an organics bin? If so, what size do you have (140L (small) 
or 240L (large)?

• On average, how full is your organics bin on a fortnightly basis?

• Would you be happy with a fortnightly general waste collection rather 
than a weekly collection if it saved you approximately $55 on your 
annual rates bill and supported the reduction of carbon emissions?

• Would you be happy to change general waste collection to fortnightly 
and increase recycling to weekly?

SURVEY TO HELP CITY PLAN FUTURE KERBSIDE COLLECTIONS
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BENDIGO DIESEL IS YOUR ONE 
STOP FOR EVERY THING DIESEL 
INCLUDING SERVICING OF 
ALL YOUR VEHICLES INCLUDING 
PETROL, SPECIALISING 
IN ENGINE REBUILDS

15 Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat  
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au

5447 7768
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ALL YOUR VEHICLES INCLUDING 
PETROL, SPECIALISING 
IN ENGINE REBUILDS

15 Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat  
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au

5447 7768

BENDIGO DIESEL IS YOUR ONE 
STOP FOR EVERY THING DIESEL 
INCLUDING SERVICING OF 
ALL YOUR VEHICLES INCLUDING 
PETROL, SPECIALISING 
IN ENGINE REBUILDS

15 Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat  
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au

5447 7768

KANGAROO FLAT PROBUS CLUB
After receiving the roadmap news for Victoria unfortunately it does not appear we 
will be able to have meetings or activities for some time. With the limited numbers 
allowed for indoor gatherings and hospitality venues, it does not seem likely until 
November at least.

A big thank you must go to Carolyn and John, our Welfare people who keep in touch with many of 
our members who are struggling.  They also ring people for their birthdays. This is a very difficult 
time when we cannot have family or friends into our homes to help celebrate.  Over the next few 
weeks, perhaps we could all give someone a call, especially those living on their own.  A chat from 
someone different makes so much difference to the day.

To all our members please take care and stay safe.

‘As you drive through Kangaroo Flat on the right hand side going South you will see a lovely 
Avenue of trees with the Australian Flag flying and in doing so remembering all from this our 
town who gave all in the great wars of the 20th Century. This is the work and inspiration of the 
current members of the Kangaroo Flat RSL.

Back in 1929 Kangaroo Flat had another lovely Avenue of trees planted to remember all from 
Kangaroo Flat who went to the Great War.

The First tree was planted at the crossing of Station Street with the Calder Highway known at 
the time as High Street by the wife of the President of Marong Shire.

The huge job with the tools of the day was carried out by George Londey ably assisted by 
Wilf Blake.

The photograph attached shows the avenue as it was near the Swing Bridge and up to (in the 
distance the Oddfellows Hall).

Each tree had an Iron Plaque at Eye level naming a local Soldier. I believe one is still in 
existence which we will seek to find.

On the left side of the road you can see a sign which read ‘Kangaroo Flat Please slow down’.

At this time these signs announced as you approached all towns in Victoria.

The one that caused the most amusement was in the Mallee at a small township named 
SPEED.

You can imagine the amusement reading SPEED Please slow down!

When the current RSL members had discussion with a member of the City of Greater 
Bendigo staff they were told that there never was a Memorial AVENUE IN Kangaroo Flat. This 
photograph certainly disproves that.

In 1929 when this avenue was erected Kangaroo Flat was not part of the City of Bendigo but 
of the Shire of Marong.

The information and photograph were taken from the memory of the writer and the Annals of 
Bendigo 1929 page 109.

Tom Luke

MEMORIAL AVENUE OF 1929 AT KANGAROO 
FLAT



UNITING CHURCH 
Corner Church & Camp Sts, Kangaroo Flat

Sunday 9:30am 
Phone 5447 9998

ST. MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat

10.00am Holy Communion Service
5.00pm Sunday@5 Service
Listen in to Life105.1fm Sundays at 8.30am 
for a message from St Mary’s.
Phone 5447 7427.

ST. MONICA’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 
Station Street and High St, Kangaroo Flat

Saturdays at 6pm and Sundays at 9am. 
Phone 5443 4400

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Church Street, Sundays 10am, and the Karen 
language service each Sunday at 2pm

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
Y’S Mens Hall, 8 Lockwood Rd Kangaroo 
Flat. Worship Sunday 10am.  
Phone: 5441 3527 or 0413 682 999

COMMON GROUND CHURCH
Maiden Gully Community Hall, Calder Hwy, 
Maiden Gully.

Sundays at 4pm. Phone 0423 700 770

ENJOY CHURCH
10 Phillips Dr, Kangaroo Flat, Sunday  
10am - Ps Martin 0403 266 008

Kangaroo Flat weekend

MINISTER'S INDUCTION
Rev Paul Bauer will be Inducted as the 
Minister of the Bendigo South Uniting 
Church Cluster, which comprises Kangaroo 
Flat, Chum Street and Lockwood Uniting 
Churches. 

Wednesday June 16, 2021 - 7.30pm   
Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church

* BEFORE ATTENDING, PLEASE CHECK 
DETAILS WITH YOUR CHURCH.

Church Corner

226 High St Kangaroo Flat
5445 7400
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Mr John Brohm

WEEKEND CHURCH SERVICES  

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHURCH

 

                               

Support and assistance centre for people in need 

 

 

 
Emergency Relief 

 

@ Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church 
(cnr Church & Camp Streets) 

 

HOURS: Tuesday:   9am – 3pm 
 Thursday: 9am – 1pm 
 Friday: 9am – 3pm 

CONTACT:  Max Blume, Co-ordinator 
03) 5443 5458 (during open hours) 

 

                               

Support and assistance centre for people in need 

 

 

 
Emergency Relief 

 

@ Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church 
(cnr Church & Camp Streets) 

 

HOURS: Tuesday:   9am – 3pm 
 Thursday: 9am – 1pm 
 Friday: 9am – 3pm 

CONTACT:  Max Blume, Co-ordinator 
03) 5443 5458 (during open hours) 

We start the month with our shared lunch after the service.

On Oct 10 Toni West from Impact ministries will speak to us with a 
couple of friends to witness.

Our church is open to all and all are welcome in Jesus name.

We continue to bless Scripture Union in their chaplaincy work in 
Victoria and Teen Challenge. Please join us on Sundays at 10am in the 
Y Community Hall opposite Aldi.

Anyone needing healing prayer please contact Ps Peter Pritchard on 0413 682 999.
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Please Note:

All residents and the business community 
have struggled through the latest 
lockdown.

The tight restrictions have also had an 
enormous impact on local sport with 
football and netball leagues pulling the pin 
on their winter season competition.

The Gurri Wanyarra Centre was closed 
and many members of the community 
who needed to use the hydrotherapy pool 
services for medical reasons were unable 
to do so.

Many elderly residents who live alone 
were not able to go and have a meal at 
their local pub or club because they were 
closed.

Those who went shopping found that 
many of the specialty shops were closed 
and signs that some shops were not going 
to return at all.

Children have missed seeing their friends 
at school and missing out on playing sport.

But the good news is that our region is 
now one of the highest vaccinated areas 
in Regional Victoria.

The signs are looking good that we will all 
get back to living a normal life soon and 

most importantly having the family around 
the Christmas table on XMAS DAY?

FLAT MATTERS is now working with the City of Greater Bendigo to provide an 
insight into works projects being undertaken within the Kangaroo Flat region.

This new information column was instigated by the Mayor of the City of Greater 
Bendigo Cr. Jennifer Alden and each month FLAT MATTERS will provide readers with 

an update of projects and their proposed completion date.

COUNCIL  
WORKS  
UPDATE

KANGAROO FLAT COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE - meeting dates for 2021 
The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise (KFCE) is a not for profit community company, formed by residents of Kangaroo Flat and 

Districts to provide community input and resources into local initiatives, programs and facilities.

Meetings are held Meetings are held on a monthly basis at 6pm at the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club and dates for this year are:

October 28 • November 25
It would be great if we could get some more community minded people come on board to be part of our enthusiastic committee in 2021. 

Participants get great satisfaction in seeing new projects come to fruition across our community. 

If you are interested contact us at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au 

COVID CLOSURES 
HURT US ALL

Coaches will replace trains on part of the Echuca 
Line throughout October, while crews work on the 
Bendigo and Echuca Line Upgrade. 

Coaches will replace Echuca line trains between 
Echuca and Bendigo Until Sunday, 31 October. 

Trains will continue to run between Bendigo and 
Epsom for local passengers.

For more information or to plan your journey, 
head to vline.com.au. 

The Bendigo and Echuca Line Upgrade will deliver 
an improved network from Bendigo to Swan Hill 
and Echuca, enabling additional weekday return 
services to Epsom and Eaglehawk.

The project also includes ten level crossing 
upgrades between Eaglehawk and Bendigo, 
track upgrades and new stations at Goornong, 
Huntly and Raywood.

To learn more about the Bendigo and Echuca Line 
Upgrade, visit bigbuild.vic.gov.au/. 

V LINE TRANSPORT ALERT 

The following projects/initiatives will be commencing soon: Date due to 
be completed

Averys Road, Eaglehawk - Footpath Oct-21

Edwards Road, Jackass Flat - Drainage Dec-21

Gateway Park, Kangaroo Flat - Footpath Oct-21

Queen Street, Bendigo - Footpath Feb-22

Strickland Road, Bendigo East - Road Reconstruction Feb-22

Bendigo Airport Entrance - Intersection Upgrade Sep-21

Bendigo Creek - High St to Violet St - Floor Repairs Nov-21

Harry Trott carpark off Glencoe Street Oct-21

Hargreaves Street, Bendigo - Footpath Nov-21

Hamelin Street, White Hills - Footpath Sep-21

Henderson Street, Golden Square - Footpath Sep-21

Lauren Court, Kangaroo Flat - Drainage Sep-21

Wolstencroft Reserve, Flora Hill - Capping Works Sep-21
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Some events / times advertised may be affected  
by COVID. Please contact event organisers  

to check details prior to attending.

Please Note:

6.00pm roll-up for 6.30pm game
* Covid-19 safe practices as per Bowls Vic Covid-19 rules

WEDNESDAY EVENING
BEGINNER’S BAREFOOT BOWLS
November 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th

CONTACT

FOR ENTRIES

For a meal, a fun game, meet new 
friends and enjoy yourselves.

Don’t miss out.

KFBC 5447 7300
John Lynch 0407403 956 (TEXT)
Bernie White 0435 353 557

☛ Club bowls available
☛ Sausage sizzle from 6pm
☛ Flat soled shoes
☛ Cost $5 per player

KANGAROO FLAT RSL SUB BRANCH
Unfortunately it appears after reading the roadmap for Victoria we will 

not be able to hold any meetings or activities until at least into November. 

There has been no mention of any large events being able to be held, 

so it looks very uncertain that the Remembrance Day Service will take 

place. We still hope to be able to sell Poppies and will try to get them 

into as many venues as possible that are open for business. We still 

hope to have our Pop-Up Shop outside the R.S.L Hall in Station Street, 

Kangaroo Flat and will keep in touch with the other venues closer to the 

time. We have to take everything one day at a time and as everyone is 

aware we cannot organise anything too far in advance.

Everyone please stay safe and take care.
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Alcoholics Anonymous
7pm Sunday @ St Marys Anglican Church, 
193-195  High Street Kangaroo Flat. 
Enter from carpark at rear on corner Bank 
St/Church St. 
Enquiries 1300 22 22 22.

Bendigo Coin & Collectables Club Inc.
Meet every Friday fortnight at 7.30 pm 
Venue  - Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet 
St. Bendigo. 
New Members Welcome 
Contact Andrew Palmer 0411 796 730

Bendigo Evening VIEW Club
“Voice, Interest,Education for Women”
Supporting The Smith Family by raising 
funds to help disadvantaged students with 
their education needs.
4th Wednesday of month at 6pm for 6.30pm
Lakeside Hotel, 286 Napier Street, Bendigo 
(opposite Lake Weeroona)
Meals $26.  
Bookings Deidre McDougall 0419 595 674
Or for all enquiries re club Sue Rawlings 
0407 436 311

Bendigo Garden Club Inc.

3RD Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in 
the McKinnon Pavilion, no meetings during 
the months of January, July, December.
Bendigo Showgrounds.
Contact: Laurelle Smith -  
Secretary 5447 0017
New Members Always Welcome

Bendigo Gem Club Inc.
10 Galvin St. BENDIGO 3550
Email: bendigogemclubinc@gmail.com
Website: https://bendigogemclub.tidyhq.com
BGC meet Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Zoom chat Wednesdays 8pm
Tuesdays
5-8.30 pm Instruction available in 
silversmithing & cabochons
Thursdays 
10am-4pm silversmithing, cabochons, 
faceting, 
mineral group.
Instruction available
GEM EXPO second weekend September
Members online shop
Silver casting
Only 10 min walk from Bendigo Station

Bendigo Legion Angling Club  
7.30pm 1st Monday of the month. 
The Den at Dower Park, Station Street, 
Kangaroo Flat.

Bendigo Philatelic Society .
Night Meetings on the first Tuesday each 
month at 7:30pm
CVGT - Corner Stanfield and Jackson Street, 
Long Gully.
Contact Joy (Secretary) on 0439 473 645 or 
Libby (President) on 0448 120 066  
All visitors welcome.

Bendigo Positive Birthing
www.facebook.com/bendigopositivebirthing 
for more details phone: 0447 453 644

Bgo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club 
monthly meetings last Monday of month  
7.30pm in the  Y  Community Hall, Lockwood 
Road,  opposite  ALDI. 
Club’s web site on  www.brcac.asn.au

Community Enterprise  
Last Thursday of each month, 6pm, Sports 
Club Dower Park

GROUPS & CLUBS INCLUDE YOUR GROUP OR CLUB MEETING 
TIMES BY CONTACTING FLAT MATTERS

Group Gatherings

CWA Kangaroo Flat Branch
C.W.A. Kangaroo Flat Branch 
3rd Thursday of Month 
1.30 pm at Uniting Church Hall,  
Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.  
Interesting speakers & Monthly Craft Day. 
All Ladies Welcome - Afternoon Tea 
More Details  5446-8323 
Look up the web for complete overview 
www.cwaofvic.org.au

Enjoy Church
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat 
Details: http://enjoy.church/bendigo. 
Contact: Campus Pastor Martin Oravec on 
0403 266 008.

Friends of Crusoe No. 7 Park  
Meet first Wednesday of every 2nd month 
starting February at the Rotary Gateway Park 
at 7pm, plus has working bees and activities 
in the parks.   
Contact the Secretary at focr7p@gmail.com

Golden Square Croquet Club  
Every Monday and Friday.  
Contact Jenny, 0438 713 190,   
Don 5449 6332. 
For Junior players Saturday mornings 
contact Bill 5447 3439

Heartbeat Bendigo Branch
A support group for cardiac patients, family 
& friends. Fundraising for cardiac equipment 
through public and social events. Meetings 
held bi-monthly on 3rd Sunday. Jan, March, 
May, July, Sept, Nov. 2pm at Chum Street 
Uniting Church hall.  Enquiries to President 
Frank Ward - 5447 4545 or 0407 855 685.

Heart Foundation Walking Group – 
Community Wellbeing Walkers

Every Tuesday 11.15
Meet at Lifestyle Choices, the corner of Neil 
and Station street Kangaroo Flat -30 minute 
walk along the Bendigo Creek Track.
All welcome contact Jennifer 0419878836
myhealth@mentoronline.com.au

Kangaroo Flat Baptist Church 
“Come and Chat Group”
Knitting for missions – a welcome cuppa 
and good conversations. 
We support a girl in Nepal. 
Enjoy good company every Monday 9.30am 
till midday. 
All Welcome!

Kangaroo Flat Community House
21 Woolcock Avenue, Kangaroo Flat 
Ph. 5447 9687 
Open Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm 
Various programs including: social group, 
yoga, craft, playgroup, cooking, meditation, 
art, tax help, applications for NILS (No 
Interest Loan Scheme) 
More information on our Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/
kangarooflatcommunityhouse

Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade
Meets First Thursday of each Month. 
Fire Fighter Training 
Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: Kangaroo Flat Fire Station 
Helm Street, Kangaroo Flat 
Contact: 54470204

Kangaroo Flat Scout Group
Outdoor activities for boys and girls  
aged 6 - 18 years old.   
Please contact Group Leader  
Tim Pannell 0408 451 362.

Lions Club  
2nd Wednesday of each month, Business 
meeting, Lions Club Rooms, Dower Park 
– 7.00pm. 4th Wednesday of each month, 
Dinner meeting at varying locations - 6pm 
for 6.30pm start.  
President Heather Gartside
Secretary Richard Hall 5499 6100

Maiden Gully Fire Brigade
First Tuesday of each month 
Firefighter Training  Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: Maiden Gully Fire Station 
5 Beckhams Road, Maiden Gully 
Contact through www.maidengullycfa.org.au

1st Maiden Gully Scout Group
Maiden Gully Scouts meet every week 
during the school term at the Maiden Gully 
Scout Hall, Cnr Beckhams Rd and Calder 
Hwy, Maiden Gully:
Joey Scouts (6-7yrs) Tuesday 5.30 –6.30pm
Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) Thursdays 7-8.30pm
Scouts (11-15yrs) Thursday 7-9pm)
To find out more contact Cate on  
0405 381 611

Maiden Gully Progress Association
Meetings are held on the second Thursday 
of the month.
Venue: Maiden Gully Community Hall.
Monthly: Every 2nd Thursday.
Time: 7pm
New members welcome

Marong And District Senior Citizens
We meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of 
each month at the Marong Community 
Hall from 11.30am to 3.30pm for various 
activities. New members most welcome. 

Enquiries to Elaine 5446 7403 or Robyn 
5443 9676

Needles & Threads  
Meet two Mondays of each month from 
10am to 12noon. Please phone Karen for 
Yearly list of dates.

Bring your knitting or crochet.
New members welcome.
Venue. St. Mary’s Anglican Church Hall,  
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enquiries to Karen – Ph: 0409 188 622

Partners of Veterans Assoc  
3rd Monday of the month, at 11.30am at the RSL

Playgroup for under 5’s
Every Monday during school terms 
from 9:30 –11:00am, at Kangaroo Flat 
Uniting Church, cnr Church & Camp Streets.
Contacts:  Anne 0411 127 925 or
Karen 0413 390 977

Probus Club of Kangaroo Flat (Mixed) Inc. 
Every 2nd Wednesday each month 9.45am 
St. Mary’s Church Complex High St, K/Flat. 
Contact  Bev. Blume   5443 1809. - Visitors 
welcome.

RAAF Association-Bendigo Branch
1st Thursday each month February - December.
11.00 am. to 12 noon with lunch afterwards.
At Bendigo District RSL, Havilah Road, Bgo
Contact: Glenis Gordon, Secretary/Treasurer
C/- Post Office, Raywood. 3570
Phone: 5436 9293  
Email: glenblairmichael@gmail.com
Membership open to ex Air Force Personnel
and their relatives.

Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat:   
Meet each Monday 6pm for 6.30 start at  
the Rotary Function Centre (opposite Apco).  
New members welcome  
www.facebook.com/rotarykangarooflat/

RSL  
Contact Craig Chilver (03) 5447 8312 
Meeting held at 10am on 3rd Tuesday of the 
month. Light refreshments supplied. 
Social Club meet 1st and 4th Tuesdays of 
each month at 10.30am. 
New members welcome. 
Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.

Special Olympics Group
Pam (President) 0418 304 927
John (Ten Pin Bowling Coach)  
0400 641 405
Michele (Barracudas Swim Coach)  
0409 173 656

Spring Gully Dance
Dancing every Saturday night 7.30 - 11pm, 
and Monday nights from 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Venue - Spring Gully Hall, 135 Spring Gully 
Road, Spring Gully.
Contact Keith 5444 2953

The Little Chimps Playgroup 
Commencing on the 8th October at 396 
High Street Golden Square in the Seventh 
Day Adventist church hall. Every Wednesday 
during school term from 10:30am - 12:00pm.  
Contact Kerryn Greaves 0432 354 617. 
Please see enclosed a flyer for further 
information.

The Bush Dance and Music Club 
are holding there dance on May 15th at 8pm 
at the Holy Trinity Church Hall in Keck Steet, 
Flora Hill.
Starting at 8pm with the Emu Creek Bush 
band playing.
Admission $8 children under 16yrs free. 
Raffle and lucky door prizes.  
All very welcome.
Please bring a plate of supper to share.
More information phone Mary 5442 1153.

U3A Bendigo
Life-long learning and activities for mature 
aged people.
Gathering:  4th Wednesday of month.
Website: www.u3abendigo.com
Email:  activities@u3abendigo.com
Phone:  0490 858469

Volaire Calisthenics
Maiden Gully 
Classes:  Recreational and competitive 
teams. For participants age 3 and over.
Contact Volaire for class times.
Phone: 0437 343 656

Y’s Service Club (Women) 
2nd Tuesday of the month, contact  
0409 179 485 for venue details 

Y Service Club of Bendigo South 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Y’s 
Clubrooms, Lockwood Rd. at 12 noon.

Y Service Club of Kangaroo Flat 
every Wednesday at 6.30pm Y Community 
Hall. Lockwood Rd opposite ALDI.  
ph 5447 1587
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST OPEN FOR HERITAGE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE
The City of Greater Bendigo is calling for 
expressions of interest from community 
members to join the Heritage Advisory 
Committee.

The Heritage Advisory Committee provides 
strategic guidance and advice to Council on 
built, Aboriginal and natural cultural heritage 
issues to ensure that precious heritage assets 
continue to contribute to the City’s liveability 
and economic prosperity. 

The Committee meets six times a year to:

• Provide advice to Council’s strategic planning 
processes

• Provide advice to Council on the 
conservation, restoration and promotion of 
places of heritage significance

• Promote community participation in heritage 
issues

• Provide advice to Council on current and 
emerging issues and opportunities in heritage

• Assist in the development of partnerships 
and communication networks

Mayor Cr Dr Jennifer Alden said heritage was 
very important to the City’s liveability, identity 
and economy, and the committee played an 
important role.

“The Heritage Advisory Committee provides 
valuable support to Council by providing advice 
on the challenges and opportunities for heritage 
protection, management and promotion in our 
city,” Cr Alden said.

“Recent agenda items for the Heritage Advisory 
Committee have included the Victorian Miners’ 
Housing Study, future of Golden Dragon 
Museum, City heritage collections plan and the 
Bendigo Creek Project.

“A key future project for the new committee 
will be to have input into the Council’s Heritage 
Strategy.

“We are looking for people who are passionate 
about heritage or who work with heritage that 

can contribute great ideas and review Council’s 
strategic documents to ensure heritage issues 
are considered.

Expressions of interest are sought from 
individuals with a background, interest or 
involvement in heritage and conservation 
issues across Greater Bendigo. 

The City encourages applications from people 
with diverse cultural backgrounds, including 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, 
and people of all abilities.

Applications close on Friday October 15, 2021. 
A copy of the Heritage Advisory Committee’s 
Terms of Reference and an online expression 
of interest form can be found on the City’s 
website at https://bendigo.vic.gov.au/
heritagecommittee

Please email strategic.planning@bendigo.vic.
gov.au if you have any enquiries about the 
committee role.

The Andrews Labor Government is helping 
Bendigo Health to increase its support to new 
and expectant mums as a result of a surge in 
central Victorian baby numbers.

Bendigo West MP Maree Edwards said today 
births have soared, reaching record numbers 
with May being Bendigo Health’s highest 
month in history with 183 mothers welcoming 
185 babies. 

“Monthly numbers remain well over 140 babies 
and in July reached 174 babies for the month”.

In response Bendigo Health has received 
$600,000 in funding from the State Government 
to support Maternity Services.

Ms Edwards said this funding would be used 

across a number of the services offered at 

Bendigo Health, which also supports birthing in 

the region.

“Bendigo Health have put in place a number 

of initiatives to meet the increase in maternity 

demand,” Ms Edwards said.

These include:

• Registered Undergraduate Students Of 

Midwifery (RUSOM) employed on Women’s 

Ward to support women, newborns and 

maternity staff

• Increased lactation consultants 

• Additional Midwife on weekends to facilitate 

timely pregnancy assessments 

• Additional midwifery led clinics and access to 

midwifery education for women during their 

pregnancy

• Additional Midwife on night duty to facilitate 

timely care to women and their babies   

 “These initiatives are all to facilitate women 

centred care, and support our midwifery 

workforce,” Ms Edwards said.

Bendigo Health Chair Bob Cameron said the 

initiatives were a welcome step forward.

“Bendigo Health continues to provide 

outstanding care to expectant mums and 

families not only in Bendigo, but throughout the 

Loddon Mallee region,” Mr. Cameron said.

“We’re thrilled to be able to support their work 

and these initiatives will increase the care and 

services offered during what is a very special 

time for families.”

Funding from the 

Victorian Government 

will help Bendigo 

Foodshare build a 

new warehouse and 

distribution facility 

– doubling food 

storage capacity and providing a new, safe 

environment for workers and volunteers.

The purpose-built food hub will include a 

social supermarket, giving locals a place to 

access fresh, healthy produce.

It will also serve as a distribution hub, and a 

space for the community to come together 

to address food insecurity and share ideas – 

boosting the work Bendigo Foodshare does 

with more than 90 local charities providing 

food relief across the region. 

The Member for Bendigo West Maree 

Edwards says the Government’s $1 million 

investment completes Bendigo Foodshare’s 

goal of fundraising $2.8 million to build the 

new facility. 

’’We are ensuring Foodshare can do even 

more of its critical work helping struggling 

families across the Bendigo region to put 

food on the table.’’ 

The investment is part of the Government’s 

work expanding the capacity of Victoria’s 

community food relief organisations. Since 

February 2020, over $38 million has been 

provided to assist those affected by the 

pandemic with food relief. 

MORE BABIES MORE MIDWIVES FOR BENDIGO NEW COMMUNITY 
FOOD HUB 
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Memberships for 
2021/22 now available

Join now to enjoy 
playing on your great 

local golf course

Central Victoria’s Best Kept  
Golfing Secret

For information - phone: 03 5435 3370
email:bpgc@bigpond.com  |  www.belvoirparkgc.com

As we approach summer, 
we are also nearing the 
start of the FDP (Fire 
Danger Period). 

Now is the time residents 
should review or make 
new plans for the 
upcoming FDP. 

The Fire Ready Kit is a detailed and 
comprehensive resource and it is designed to 
help you plan for survival, beginning with the 
basics of preparing before the fire season, 
through to planning what to do if fire is in 
your area and you cannot leave.

Reducing the vegetation around your home is 
one of the most important things you can do 
to keep your home safe in a bushfire. Check 
with the City of Greater Bendigo for details of 
what you need and not need a permit for in 
relation to burn offs and clearing.

Before burning off please ensure you follow 
the regulations and advise your neighbours 
if your activity will generate fire and smoke 
and check the weather forecast for the day 
of the activity. Establish a gap in vegetation 
or fire break with no less than three metres 
cleared of all flammable material. Ensure 
there are enough people to monitor, contain 
and extinguish the burn safely and effectively.

You notify the Emergency Services 
Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) via 
these methods.

Online (preferred) - Register online on the 
Fire Permits Victoria website. You can do so 
if your burn-off commences more than two 
hours from now.

Phone - 1800 668 511, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

National Relay Service Users can ring 1300 
555 727 and ask for Information to be relayed 
to ESTA via 1800 668 511

By Email - Complete the Burn off Notification 
Form (PDF form found on CFA website) and 
email the form to burnoffs@esta.vic.gov.au 

Please provide the location, date and 
expected start and finish times, estimated 
size, what you intend to burn. Unregistered 
burn-offs can cause brigades to be called out 
unnecessarily.

Further information can be obtained by 
visiting the following sites: 

• https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare 

• https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Services/
Fire-Prevention 

• https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/
building-planning-regulations/planning-
controls/strategic-planning

est 1873

VOLUNTEERS

KANGAROO FLAT FIRE BRIGADE

When you are travelling the world at a hectic 
pace, things can go wrong.

Take local golfer Lucas Herbert in his quest to 
get a PGA Tour Card for the 2022 season in the 
United Sates.

One of the qualifying event on the Korn Ferry 
Tour was held in Columbus Ohio.

Lucas Herbert was in Boise Idaho and his 
entourage learned there were no direct flights 
so with caddie Nick Pugh and trainer Luke 
Thomas in tow, Herbert first flew from Boise 
to Dallas to take a connecting flight that would 
have them transport them to Columbus and 
the Scarlet Course at Ohio State University 
Golf Club.

In hindsight there were indicators that 
something was amiss, but it was not until the 
trio landed and collected their baggage that 
their mistake became apparent.

They were in Columbus, Georgia!

‘’We got through the whole process of checking 
in, got our boarding passes, got on the plane 
and it was not until we got to the airport and 
looked at our location on Google maps did we 
realise ‘’we are in the wrong state’’.

We had to stay overnight and resumed our 
flight to the correct location.

Lesson Learned = When booking a flight 
always double check your destination!

RIGHT TOWN WRONG PLACE



FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters

David Griffin
Franchise Owner

Clark Rubber Bendigo
6-32 Marong Road  

Bendigo Vic 3550
Telephone: 03 5442 2844   
Facsimile: 03 5442 2108

bendigo@clarkrubber.com.au
www.clarkrubber.com.au

• Medical practice  
 (GPs at four sites) 
• Men’s health 
• Women’s health 
• Allied health (including 

podiatry, chronic disease 
and respiratory 
management) 

• Child and family services 
• Settlement services 
• Sexual health 

• Counselling and 
mental health 

• Alcohol and other 
drugs treatment and 
withdrawal programs 

• NDIS services 
• My Aged Care services 

Connect with us at 
wwwwww..bbcchhss..ccoomm..aauu  

Helm Street 
Kangaroo Flat 
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Listening Post held in Castlemaine last 
Friday of the Month 10am to 2pm.
Please phone for appointment.
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JUST $50 $50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

2021 HERALD SUN SHIELD CANCELLED 
Following the release of the 
Victorian Government's 
roadmap out of lockdown, 
AFL Victoria has confirmed 
that the 2021 Herald 
Sun Shield interschool 
football competition 
has unfortunately been 
cancelled. 

Despite multiple postponements already 
this year and ongoing uncertainty because 
of COVID restrictions, AFL Victoria 
remained committed to exploring all options 
for conducting the 44-year-old competition 
in 2021 to give those kids and schools 
involved the opportunity to participate. 
There was strong enthusiasm from school 
sport representatives around pushing the 
event back as late as possible and playing in 
October if government restrictions allowed.

However, the latest update from the Victorian 
Government, which outlines that community 
sport competition is not permitted until early 
November, is too late for schools and their 
students for the event to go ahead this year. 
This is an extremely disappointing outcome 
for everyone involved. 

AFL Victoria is committed to bringing the 
Herald Sun Shield back in its full format in 
2022.

First played in 1977, the Herald Sun Shield 
involves girls and boys school teams 
representing school associations and 
competing across 10 divisions, in semi-
finals and grand finals. 

AFL Victoria will provide separate updates 
regarding other programs, including the  
V/Line Cup.

By Hayley Smith

As disappointing the season ending was with 
the cancellation of Football Netball League final 
series across Central Victoria, Kangaroo Flat 
teams finished strong in all grades of netball.

13 & Under- A season with no interruptions of 
cancelled games would’ve enabled the Joeys 
to be more consistent week to week. The 2021 
season allowed for 11 rounds to be played 
and despite 5 wins and 6 losses, the girls had 
a good season and secured 3rd place on the 
ladder. A great effort and result by coach Cindy 
McCabe and the girls.

15 & Under- Played eight rounds for the season 
under the guidance of coach Veronica (Bonnie) 
Roberts. With COVID-19 creating havoc to the 
season, the girls had a mixed campaign with 5 
wins and 7 losses. However, it should be noted 
that out of those losses, three of them had a 
deficit of under 3 goals. Overall, despite the 
stop/start season the girls secured 4th position 
overall.

17 & Under- Coached by Kath Schmidt, there 
were some nail-biting wins, close losses 
and some convincing victories making up an 
impressive 10 wins from 12 games. 17 & Under 
remained in third place at the end of the regular 
season. A brilliant first season at the Flat for 
coach Kate.

B Reserve- Started the season strong but met 
their first real challenge in Round 4 against 
Sandhurst. Despite the 11-goal deficit the team 
redeemed themselves under the guidance of 
coach Kate Newman and won the next 8 games, 
resulting in only the one loss for the season.  

B Reserve finished comfortably in second place 
and were eager to test Sandhurst in the finals.

B Grade- Under the coach Nina Cass, B Grade 
started the season with two empathetic wins 
by over 30-goals. The ladies fell short against 
Gisborne in Round 3, and in Round 4 had the 
closest of encounters with Sandhurst drawing 
even at 37 apiece. Another loss in Round 8 
didn’t dampen the spirits of the B Grade team 
and they convincingly won the remaining 4 
games to finish second on the ladder.

A Reserve- There wasn’t much to fault of 
the A Reserve team in 2021, with 12 from 12 
wins across the season. Led by the expertise 
of coach Jayden Cowling, the ladies were 
two games clear of second place Sandhurst. 
Close matches were had against Gisborne and 
Sandhurst with wins of 3-goals apiece and an 
impressive mammoth 104 goals scored against 
Castlemaine in Round 9.

A Grade- Head netball coach Jayden Cowling 
affirmed why he is one of the most sought-after 
coaches in the league as he led the premier side 
to top of the ladder with 11 wins and only the 
single draw against Gisborne early in Round 3.

Tryouts for both junior and senior netball will be 
confirmed once the appointment of coaches for 
the 2022 season have been finalised.

Although 2021 wasn’t what anyone wanted and 
not in our control, Kangaroo Flat FNC are proud 
of the outstanding efforts across all grades of 
netball and planning is already underway for an 
epic 2022 season.

GO ROOS!

ROOS NETBALL REVIEW
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We want your articles! If you have an up coming 
event or community related news, please email us 
a short article and photo! 

Contact: flatmtrs@kfce.com.au 

Email your pictures and articles to: 
flatmtrs@kfce.com.au by the 14th of the month for 
the following months publication

VENUE FOR HIRE
ROTARY FUNCTION CENTRE
Gateway Park, High Street, Kangaroo Flat

• Seating up to 100 people
•  Commercial kitchen, bar available
•  Parties, Weddings, Training 

Groups

www.rotaryclubofkangarooflat.org for details
Venue also available for community groups

Ph: 0407 496 091.

Venue for hire at RSL STATION ST, KANGAROO FLAT
•  Robust kitchen, disabled amenities available

•  Seating for up to 80 people.  •  Available to Community Groups and Clubs.
Contact President.  Phone: 5447 8312.

Want to receive Flat Matters by Email each month? Subscribe today at flatmtrs@kfce.com.au

The footy season came to an abrupt halt in early 
September as league bosses across the region 
abandoned the 2021 season.

The Bendigo Football Netball League 
announced in a statement there would be no 
minor premiers or awards as the season came 
to a premature halt.

‘’As a result of the cancellation of a significantly 
compromised home and away season the 

board advised that premierships will not be 
recognised or awarded for season 2021. The 
Bendigo Football Netball League will also not 
award any individual awards such as the league 
best and fairest winners as several competitions 
have become too compromised.’’

Meantime, the Bendigo Junior Football League 
were unable to conduct their finals series and 
the league made the decision to recognise 

teams that finished 
on top of the ladder 
as minor premiers.

District clubs 
recognised included:

Under 12C Marong

Under 14 Seniors Gold Maiden Gully YCW

Under 16 Seniors Blue Golden Square

FOOTY SEASON OVER

Barefoot Bowls – Give it a try!

The Kangaroo Flat Bowls Club is again running its very popular 
Barefoot Bowls program for beginners in November, and also 
in early 2022 (both subject to Covid-19 restrictions). However, 
things will be a little different this time. Players will be able to 
enjoy the Club’s newly constructed synthetic green and its new, 
upgraded lighting system. The new green is part one of an overall 
plan to re-develop the Club’s facilities. 

In 2017, the Club set up a Futures Committee, to plan and 
oversee the construction of the new green, on the site of the de-
commissioned swimming pool. With the assistance of our local 
member, Maree Edwards, the project was aided financially by a 
generous grant from the Victorian State Government. The Club’s 
Futures Committee has done a brilliant job, and the Club is very 
grateful to the committee for their dedication and expertise in 
bringing the new green to fruition. The committee was led by its 
chairperson, Don McMahon, and consisted during the process, 
of Athol Mills, David Martin, Frank Nolan, Terry Hurford, Ron 
Murphy, Graeme Dickie, Wayne Walsh and greenkeeper, Shane 
Harling.

The Barefoot Bowls program will be conducted every Wednesday 
evening during November, commencing at 6pm, with a BBQ tea, 
followed by games of bowls, with good prizes and novelties. 
Single entries or teams of three are welcome. Cost is $5 per 
player.

If you would like to learn to play the great sport of lawn bowls, 
and would like to participate in our beginners program, just 
phone or text John Lynch (0407 403 956) or Bernie White  
(0438 353 557).  

Roger Burns

Kangaroo Flat Bowls Club

The Victorian Government is boosting support for thousands of 
sports clubs, leagues and associations affected by public health 
restrictions to curb the spread of the highly infectious Delta strain 
of coronavirus.

State Members for Bendigo, Maree Edwards and Jacinta Allan 
announced that applications were open for a $10 million fourth 
round of the Community Sport Sector COVID-19 Survival Package 
– taking the package to support these key grassroots organisations 
to $50 million.

The Community Sport Sector COVID-19 Survival Package has to 
date provided a lifeline for more than 6,300 clubs, with a further 
430 leagues and associations and 75 state sporting associations, 
organisations and regional academies also supported.

In the City of Greater Bendigo, more than 160 clubs have received 
close to $460,000 in funding through the first three rounds.

All Victorian clubs that have suffered losses due to the current 
lockdown will be eligible to apply, including clubs that have been 
awarded grants in earlier rounds of the program.

In the fourth round, clubs can apply for a grant of $1,500 and local 
leagues and associations $2,500 to cover costs and lost revenue 
associated with the cancellation of training, development programs 
and competition.

Previous recipients will be asked to respond to an email from Sport 
and Recreation Victoria by 29 October 2021 to receive their top-up 
grant.

For further information and a list of all recipients of the Community 
Sport Sector COVID-19 Survival Package, visit sport.vic.gov.au/
grants-and-funding

KANGAROO FLAT BOWLS CLUB

BACKING VICTORIAN SPORTS 
CLUBS AND LEAGUES IN TIME OF 
NEED


