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MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a happy new year

SHOWCASING OUR
COMMUNITY
Lansell Square Shopping Centre is set to join
forces with Bendigo Community Health and the
Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise to conduct
a series of community events at the shopping
complex next February.
The project will be funded through the City
Of Greater Bendigo Covid Support program
and will be held over four consecutive
Fridays in February 2022.

HOW TO REGISTER:

Each week will feature a Connecting
Our Community Event offering local
Businesses and Community Organisations
a complementary exhibition space in-centre
to share what they do with Bendigo locals.

Select the Community Hub drop
down option

Connecting our Community weekly
themes will be:
Friday 4th February:	Technology &
Finance
Friday 11th February:
Art / Culture
Friday 18th February:
Food / Health
Friday 25th February:
Active Wellbeing

Go to:
www.lansellsquare.com.au

Working together: Callum Wright (BCHS) and
Debbie Lee Lansell Plaza Charter Hall and
Geoff Bowyer Kangaroo Flat Enterprise

Select Connecting our Community
Please register your interest by
completing & submit the Registration
Form by 15th December

This is a fabulous opportunity to connect with
the broader community and local groups
and businesses are invited to register their
interest to join in the community activations.

Proudly Printed by Mulqueen Printers – Your Friendly Printer

A 147-151 Allingham Street, Golden Square P 5447 8948 E info@mulqueenprinters.com.au mulqueenprinters.com.au
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WATER SAFETY IS PARAMOUNT
As we head in to summer many
schoolchildren
are
receiving
expert tuition in a water safety
program being conducted at the
Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre
in Kangaroo Flat.
Aquatic Services Manager Gayle Turner says
the centre provides local primary and secondary
school students with an intensive learn to
swim program with some schools travelling
from as far afield as Elmore, Bridgewater and
Castlemaine.

COUNCIL ADOPTS
DOMESTIC ANIMAL
MANAGEMENT PLAN

‘’We cater for small rural schools to the larger
main education centres from all around the
region.
We are able to provide adequate fully trained
swimming instructors who work with the
students and the school educators.
At the moment we are seeing more than 150
students taking part in the program each day.
We have one of the best Aquatic Centres in
Regional Australia and we have plenty of room
to accommodate large numbers of students to
be part of our water safety program.’’

a review on whether Greater Bendigo remain a
default off leash municipality in public areas

The Greater Bendigo City Council has adopted a
new Domestic Animal Management Plan 20212025 to guide the City for the next four years.
More than 1130 residents (both pet owners
and non-pet owners) contributed to the plan by
completing a survey or by making a submission.
The City also received a further 40 submissions
on the draft plan.
Greater Bendigo Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf said
the City has a legislative requirement under
the Domestic Animals Act 1994 to prepare a
Domestic Animal Management Plan (DAMP) and
this is the fourth plan that the City has prepared
and adopted.
“The 2021-2025 plan builds on the achievements
and work from the first three plans and provides a
framework to guide future service programs and
actions for the next four years,” Cr Metcalf said.
“The Domestic Animal Management Plan 20212025 focuses on a number of key areas including
responsible pet ownership programs, a review
of the current cat containment requirements and

“Since recorded history companion animals have
been part of our lives with dogs and cats integral
to the lives of many local residents which means
it’s important for the City to have a plan in place
to ensure that pets, pet owners and non-pet
owners coexist in a harmonious way.”

The Domestic Animal Management Plan 20212025 is available to view on the City’s website
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au.

The City received considerable feedback from
the community in the development of the plan
and key findings from the community survey
revealed that:
• 9
 8 per cent believe there are positive health
and wellbeing benefits associated with owning
a pet
• 7
 1 per cent feel public spaces are safe from
nuisance pets
• 8
 7 per cent feel animals not used for breeding
should be desexed
• 8
 0 per cent support a 24/7 cat containment law
(to match the requirements to contain dogs to
an owners property)
• 8
 per cent are feeding un-owned community
cats
• 7
 6 per cent support dogs on leads at all times
unless designated otherwise

LOCAL KINDER SHINES
Shine Bright Helm Street Kindergarten, in
partnership with Kangaroo Flat Primary
School, has been announced as a winner
in the 2021 Victorian Early Years Awards
for outstanding contributions in creating
positive outcomes for children and
families in Bendigo.
Member for Bendigo West Maree
Edwards MP announced their Creative
Arts Transition initiative won the award in
the Continuity of Early Learning category.
The winners have been named across
seven categories which focus on
improving engagement in learning,
supporting parents, building collaborative
community
partnerships,
improving
health and wellbeing, exemplary practice
in early childhood education, leadership,
and significant service improvement.
Creative Arts Transition is a partnership
that is improving vulnerable children's
transition to school by building their social

and emotional skills through creative arts.
Each winner receives a grant of $15,000
to be used for either professional
development or to support their
nominated early childhood initiative.
Now in its 16th year, the Victorian Early
Years Awards celebrates leadership,
outstanding achievement, exceptional
dedication and innovation in improving
outcomes for children and their families.
This year’s event was held online and
hosted by children’s entertainer, Jimmy
Rees.
For the full list of winners, visit education.
vic.gov.au/veya.
Maree Edwards says the early childhood
sector has been incredibly resilient and
dedicated in giving Victoria’s youngest
children the best start to life despite the
challenges of the pandemic over the past
two years.

“Congratulations to all of our inspiring winners in the Victorian
Early Years Awards for your outstanding achievements and
hard work in creating positive opportunities and outcomes for
Victorian children and families.These awards are a recognition
of the expertise, dedication and enormous contribution of early
childhood teachers and educators who work tirelessly in the
sector to create positive outcomes for our children.’’
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BENDIGO MANUFACTURING GROUP
MARKS ITS 20TH YEAR WITH A NEW
NAME AND KEY PRIORITIES IN 2022
“We very much welcome the development
of the new Bendigo Regional Employment
Precinct, following the City of Greater
Bendigo’s recent purchase of 155 hectares
in South Marong. This is a positive step
forward and much needed as we have BRMG
members seeking to expand their footprint in
the future and create vital jobs and skills in
our region.
“There’s still much work to be done and
the BRMG is committed to promoting and
highlighting the importance of advanced
manufacturing in our region that allows us to
compete on the world stage.”
City of Greater Bendigo Director Strategy
and Growth Steve Hamilton congratulated
the BRMG on reaching this milestone.
“The BRMG and the City have developed a
strong collaboration over the past 20 years
since its inception. I’d like to congratulate
the BRMG for their achievements in
manufacturing
and
innovation
which
continues to enhance our region’s prosperity
and job opportunities in this dynamic sector.
We look forward to continuing to work
together.”
The Bendigo Manufacturing Group is marking
its 20th year with a new name to reflect its
growing membership across Greater Bendigo
and will now be called the Bendigo Regional
Manufacturing Group.
Since its beginning, the group has
established itself as a key strategic focus for
Greater Bendigo and now boasts a 24-strong
membership representing the region’s
leading advanced manufacturers.
BRMG chair Mark Brennan said the COVID-19
pandemic showed the significant role of
manufacturing in Australia and Greater
Bendigo continued to thrive as a leading
manufacturing region.
“Our vision has always been to create a
strong manufacturing sector and prosperous
Greater Bendigo region and we are proud to
mark our 20th year with a revised name to
reflect our growing membership across the
region and a new-look website setting out
our priorities in 2022,” Mr Brennan said.
“We continue to go from strength to strength
and unlike other regions, manufacturing in
Greater Bendigo has an enviable reputation
at a national and international level for our
innovative products and services.
“The
manufacturing
industry
sector
continues to make the greatest contribution
to Bendigo’s economic output in the region,
which at $2.9B accounts for 17.94 per cent of
total output and provides 3,821 jobs in total.
“Our manufacturers attract people with a
wide range of skills and experience, not just
the all-important practical skills required

on the shop floor. Our manufacturers also
employ general management, technical
management,
accountancy,
computer
technology, robotics, sales, marketing and
human resources, which makes Greater
Bendigo a very attractive place in terms of
job diversity and opportunities.
“The COVID-19 pandemic has shown just how
important manufacturing is for Australia and
apart from supply chain issues/port release
delays all of our manufacturers are filling
orders beyond 2022 and that’s an incredible
achievement.
“Collectively the BRMG has committed to a
$290M capital expenditure investment up to
2024, leading to the creation of 300+ more
jobs for the region.
“Manufacturing in this region is proving to
be more resilient than ever and our members
are optimistic about the future. The BRMG’s
strategic priorities in 2022 are to provide
leadership, advocacy, promotion, innovation
and education.
“One of our group’s key focus for many
years has been addressing the shortage of
industrial land in the region and we have
strongly advocated to the City of Greater
Bendigo and State Government for the need
to facilitate the development of a long-term
business park for Bendigo.
“Being based in a major regional city like
Bendigo is a very attractive proposition if
there is enough industrial land and a suitable
business park for long term investment and
growth in manufacturing.

Bendigo Regional Manufacturing
priority areas for 2022

Group

Advocacy
• Change the perception of manufacturing
• A
 dvocate collectively as a group e.g.
Bendigo Regional Employment Precinct,
innovation initiatives
• A
 ssist the Victorian Skills Authority by
providing information to skills taskforces
and Jobs Victoria Advocates
• C
 ontribute to developing circular economy
initiatives
• M
 embers to represent the BRMG on
various boards/committees
Innovation and education
• P
 articipate and champion Central Victorian
Advanced Manufacturing (CVAM) and
Manufutures2
• P
 articipate and champion the Bendigo
Innovation Festival as a vehicle for
innovation
• P
 articipate and champion education
initiatives through Bendigo Tech School
(REAM partnership group) and activities of
the Bendigo Education Plan
• C
 ontinue to work collaboratively with local
education providers including universities,
Bendigo Kangan Institute, GLLEN and
Department of Education
• H
 ost vocational site visit to inspire students,
offer work placements/experience
For more details, visit the BRMG website:
https://www.bendigomanufacturing.com/
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BIG SUMMER READ
closer to winning a prize! Paper registrations
and challenge booklets are available for those
who prefer not to use the app or website. Just
read 10 books before the end of January to go
into the draw for a prize! Or read more, for more
chances to win!
The end of the year is fast approaching.
Amidst the festive hustle and bustle, make time
to call into the Library to collect a Christmas
Craft pack for 5-12 year olds (while stocks last),
join your children up for the BIG Summer Read,
or write a Christmas Card for the December
Cards project.
We are encouraging children to keep reading
over the summer with a chance to win some
great prizes including book vouchers and gift
cards as part of the new state-wide BIG Summer
Read programme! While the challenge is aimed
at primary-school aged children, anyone under
18 can join. Supported by Beanstack, a userfriendly website (and app), kids are encouraged
to log their summer reading and earn digital
‘badges’ as rewards for reaching reading
milestones. Each badge gets them one step

We have a December Cards Project Table set
up in the Library. Until 16th December, Bendigo
Health invite you to write a message of hope
and kindness for psychiatric inpatients to be
distributed in the week of Christmas. Your
understanding and support will help reduce
stigma and the loneliness and isolation of those
affected by mental health conditions. Use your
favourite card from home, or choose from the
small supply available at the Library.
We are also very excited to be offering a
Storywalk throughout January.
What is a
Storywalk you ask? A Storywalk is a book with
its pages separated down a trail or path, where
people can read and walk at the same time. This
one will be a well-known picture book and it will
be in Rotary Park around the lake! Thanks to
Rotary for assisting us with setting it up. This is
a great activity for all the family to do!

KANGAROO FLAT PROBUS CLUB
How wonderful it was to be back and have a Probus meeting in
November and now to be able to arrange activities for the future.
November also saw the return of Coffee, Cake and Chat. In December
we can also return to the Capital Theatre for Morning Melodies.
On Wednesday December 1st we held our Christmas Breakup at the Bendigo
Pottery.
As members will be aware there is no meeting in December, but meetings will
resume again on the second Wednesday of January 2022.
Probus meetings are held at the St Mary’s Anglican Church complex commencing
at 9.45am on the second Wednesday of each month.
If Probus is something you have thought about joining, our motto is Fellowship,
Friendship and Fun, please come along and join us.
We would like to take this opportunity of wishing each one of you a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year. Keep your fingers crossed we can have a great
2022 without any disruptions.

And while you
are doing the
Storywalk, keep
an eye out for any
interesting nature
observations.
Then drop in and
explore our Nature Table - feel a snakeskin,
check out a mummified fox, do a real snake
jigsaw puzzle, identify whose feather and whose
home. Add something if you wish or bring in a
photo if it is too big!
For full details of the above, and more events,
ask staff at the library, visit the Kangaroo Flat
Library Facebook page, pick up information
when you call into the library, or check it all out
here: goldfieldslibraries.com
We close at 3pm on Christmas Eve (Friday
24th December), then we are open 10-3 on
Wednesday 29th, Thursday 30th and Friday 31st
December. We then close again until we re-open
with usual hours on Tuesday 4th January 2022.
Kangaroo Flat Library staff would like to wish
everyone a safe and festive end to the year!

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters

NEW
MAYOR

16 Phillips Dve, Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555
t 03 5447 7357
f
03 5447 8222
e garry@poppetheadestate.com.au
w www.poppetheadestate.com.au

Garry Phillips
m 0428 347 055
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Cr. Andrea Metcalf of the Whipstick Ward is
the new Mayor of the City of Greater Bendigo.
The new leader is in her second term as
a councillor and she aims to focus on
implementing the Council Plan, economic
recovery and delivering a grassroots Budget
that delivers much needed community projects.
The Mayor says it is a great honour to be
elected by her Council colleagues and she is
looking forward to hearing from residents in the
months ahead as well as working with Council
staff to deliver important services, projects and
initiatives for Greater Bendigo.
FLAT MATTERS has conducted a Q & A session
with our new leader.
Q: When did you first find an interest in local
government?
A: My interest in local government started in
2012 when l opposed a planning application
in my neighbourhood. It ended up with me
representing the neighbourhood at VCAT twice
and winning both times.
Q: What inspired you to put your name up for
your first council election?
A: I wanted to see processes change at Council. I
was disappointed with aspects of my interaction
with the planning process and I thought there
was opportunities for improvement. I enjoyed
representing my neighbourhood and felt I could
make a bigger contribution.
Q: So far in your councillor role what has
been your most pleasing project to come to
fruition?
A: The Council from the 2016 election saw
major projects like the Eaglehawk Play space
development, the opening of the Gardens
of the Future and Gurri Wanyarra come to
fruition. They are such well used spaces by
the community now. Dai Gum Loong was a
project the 2016 elected councillors supported
and it will be great to see him in the streets of
Bendigo at the 150th Easter Fair procession in
2022.
Q: When you look back on the last twelve
months has Covid 19 provided the biggest
challenge?
A: It is definitely the biggest impact over
the last 12 months as it impacted the whole
community. It changed the way Council
had to do business and the way community
engagement happened. Some of it stopped

altogether as people grappled with technology.
Initially I feel, we were all in it together in our
experience of the pandemic. The longer it went
on and with the multiple lockdowns, we saw
some businesses effected more than others
and people’s resilience sorely tested.

P.O. Box 77, Lockwood South,Name
Vic 3551
Pick up address
Lot 34 Wildcherry Road, Lockwood
South
Telephone/Fax 03 5435 3148 Mobile 0407 349 372
Email: stevenlacey5@bigpond.com
Local, InterstateStorage available
 Quotation
No job too big or smallNSW, QLD,Victoria and Melbourne
Packing materials available

 Miscellaneous Charges

Q: Now in your role as Mayor of the City of
Greater Bendigo what do you see as the
challenges for Local Government?
A: I’m an optimist so l think of the opportunities
that come to the municipality and region with
State and Federal Government elections in
2022.

 Storage
Pick up date
Storage Price

Weekly $
Monthly $

Paid from date

to date
Amount Paid $

The challenge is around balancing what
the different communities want Council to
provide, and being able to fund it. Also Local
Government maintaining its’ voice in the
Planning and Waste space.

STORAGE TO BE PAID (4) FOUR WEEKS IN A
Customers signature:
Cash



Cheque



Stanyer’s Removals
BSB 633 000
A/C 121884316

TERMS & CONDITIONS READ REVERS

Q: Is there any project that may have stalled
during Covid 19 that you will endeavour to
see come to fruition?

WHITE COPY: CUSTOMER

A: The next stage in the development of the
Botanical Gardens in White Hills. It didn’t stall
but slowed right down. People talk to me about
how much they appreciate all the work that has
been done at the Gardens already and how
much they enjoy using them.
Q: In your own ward, do you see an upgrade
of facilities at Bendigo Airport as vital for
tourism?
A: It is vital for tourism. There are opportunities
for more flights to Sydney, to expand the flight
routes to Adelaide, Canberra, Hobart or Mildura
and bigger planes to carry more passengers
and attract other airlines. For this to happen,
the terminal building and precinct must be
expanded to support the increased passenger
numbers and for security reasons. The Council
is actively seeking funding for this upgrade.

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

Q; FINALLY, Can Bendigo bounce back from
the setbacks of Covid 19 to become a vibrant
city with business flourishing and tourism
booming once again?
A: Absolutely. There are 71 events planned
before the end of May to attract locals to come
out and tourists to come here and enjoy our
beautiful City. The Elvis exhibition has already
had the highest number of pre ticket sales of
all the exhibitions.

EFTPOS

Banking Details
Bendigo Bank

505 H igh Street, G olden S quare

P h o ne : 5 4 4 7 0 5 5 7

GREEN COPY: OF

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
7. A
 wall of mirrors for the more active regular
users

PRESIDENTS REPORT
NOVEMBER 2021

In order to satisfy the requirements for these
grants the MGPA have been working tirelessly
fundraising, planning and preparing for the
grants and budget submission. One of our
latest fundraising activities was a raffle at the
local Maiden Gully IGA.

This month found the Maiden Gully Progress
Association (MGPA) applying for several
grants and even a 2022-2023 budget bid to
modernise the Maiden Gully Community Hall.
Maiden Gully Hall 1953		

The local Community fully embraced the raffle
and so many lovely residents donated to the
cause. Thank you very much to all of you, it is
greatly appreciated.

Maiden Gully Hall late 1980

We also have our pudding delivery for the over
80’s coming up and the Maiden Gully CFA will
be working with Santa to deliver lollies to the
local kiddies.
Just another reminder to you all that
unfortunately due to COVID, we were unable
to arrange a Carols by candlelight this year.
But please do not despair as there will be
another Community event in the pipeline soon.
Melissa Bishop
President
admin@maidengully.com.au

Maiden Gully Hall 2021

The major project included over 20 quotes for
various items and trades to help upgrade and
improve numerous aspects of the hall. Just to
give you all a run down, this is what our plans
hope to entail:
1. 
Repair to the render on the mud brick
building
2. Addition of render to the bricked building
3. 
A full exterior and internal paint to both
buildings
4. A new hall sign
5. A
 commercial grade dishwasher for the
kitchen
6. A
 new economical mini fridge for the regular
users

The 3 baskets you could have won in the raffle
were loosely based on some of our values:
care (indulgence), environment (gardening)
and local businesses:

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters

ENTERPRISE HOLDS AGM

By Geoff Bowyer, Chairman

many local families present.

COVID-19 has had a huge impact upon our
communities and has impacted upon the activities
of the Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise.

Special thanks to the many Enterprise Committee
members who helped out on the day.

Notwithstanding, we have continued to conduct
regular meetings even if it has been overwhelmingly
by virtual meetings which while it has served its
purpose of maintaining connection it really lacks
the real warmth and bonhomie of face-to-face
meetings.
In many respects, 2021 has been a year of
consolidation with an enormous amount of
work being done by the KFCE Executive in
really tightening up a number of processes and
procedures including the funding applications
format, membership applications and funding
agreements just to name a few.
Special mention must go to Chris Waites, Sheryle
Watson and Lilly Miszewski for tireless work in this
area.
In addition, Chris Waites and our former vice
president Natalia March have done a power work
in making our website much more functional and
interactive and more recently we have worked
towards adopting an investment strategy for
our surplus funds to achieve significantly more
financial return than would otherwise be the
case by just leaving these amounts in bank term
deposits.
Covid 19 has had some positive impacts with both
Alex Steed and Natalia March both bringing into
the world new children which we celebrated and
extended our warm congratulations.
Kangaroo Flat is a great place to Live Work and
Play and these key elements were borne out when
nearly 1,000 people attended the Family Fun Day
at the Kangaroo Flat Primary School in May 2021.
It was a resounding success, and our Community
Enterprise was very well represented, and we were
lucky to have great weather for the occasion with

Another of our special projects has been the Soup
Kitchen which continued to operate and provide
major benefit to many needy members in our
community, and I thank all the volunteers for their
significant work in this regard.
Flat Matters has continued to be produced to an
excellent standard with ever increasing circulation
and with enormous positive feedback from many
across the region.
Significant congratulations to both Chris Waites
and Alan Besley for their outstanding work in
producing this publication.
It has been heartening to work more closely with
the other Community Enterprises across the
region.
This has resulted in our organisation being a joint
funder of a grant to Bendigo Athletics Club.
Dylan Villani has proven to be an excellent liaison
at Bendigo Bank, and I believe much benefit
will come in future years from a closer working
relationship.
Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise has
continued to work on several major projects
including JB Osborne Theatre, Arena Theatre
collaboration, Kangaroo Flat Sports Club Gaming
policy support, and more recently being a coapplicant for a Council Events Grant along with
Charter Hall and Bendigo Community Health
Services.
This will be conducted in February 2022 at Lansell
Square with special weekly themed events.
I would like to thank our Enterprise Executive for the
very many hours of work and attention to so many
projects and issues during 2021 and recognise the
efforts of our former vice president Natalia March
and our retiring treasurer Alex Steed.
Thank you to Sarah Mulqueen for stepping back

in as Secretary which I hope she may be able to
continue in some form and finally I would like to
thank Adam Larkins and the Kangaroo Flat Sports
Club for enabling us to convene whenever possible
to conduct face-to-face meetings.
I wish all our committee members a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year and your
continued attendance and commitment to
the goals of the Enterprise really is the driving
force between linking our past success, current
success, and hopefully future success in making
a profound positive difference to our surrounding
Communities.

BACKING
OUR
REGION

The
Kangaroo
Flat
Community
Enterprise continues to financially assist
projects promoted by local non-profit
community groups.
Since July 2020 some of the major
recipients of funding were Arena
Theatre, Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church,
Golden Square Cricket Club, Marong
Cricket Club, Kangaroo Flat Uniting
Care Outreach, Blue Light Victoria as
well as the Gowns for Nurses project.
Since last financial year more than
$16,300 has been provided to local
groups.
Currently, the Kangaroo Flat Community
Enterprise is working closely with two
local community groups to assist in
establishing new projects which will
require substantial financial assistance.

IMPRINT

27th November –
January 30th 2022

Opening night
Thursday 9th December 6 – 8pm

Imprint sees a selection of Bendigo artists come
together to exhibit prints of their original artwork.
Imprint sees a selection of Bendigo artists come together to exhibit prints of their
original artwork. The exhibition is aimed at helping local artists to re-connect with
Bendigo locals and visitors alike after cancelled and postponed exhibitions throughout
2020 and 2021. A large, diverse curated selection of styles will be on display in a
variety of sizes. Support artists this summer, come and visit the Living Arts Space.

Living Arts Space
Bendigo Visitor Centre
Open 9am to 5pm, 7 days a week.
Closed Christmas Day.
51-67 Pall Mall, Bendigo • 03 5434 6060
las@bendigo.vic.gov.au
www.bendigoregion.com.au
www.uniquelybendigo.com.au
Find us on

The Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise
has always been at the forefront to see
local projects come to fruition and it was
the Enterprise that led the way in both
leadership and in financial backing to
the tune of $100,000 to help establish
the Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre in
Browning Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Do you need a helping hand to get that
community project off the ground?
The Kangaroo Flat Community
Enterprise is delighted to support the
ongoing development of community
groups and programs.
For more details about our grants
program visit www.kfce.com.au
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We are Recruiting!
Volunteer as a
firefighter today!

MAIDEN GULLY FIRE BRIGADE
WE ARE RECRUITING

Maiden Gully Fire Brigade has been serving the
community since 1998 and is inviting local residents
to become firefighters with one of the many wellequipped CFA brigades in Bendigo.

Maiden Gully CFA are currently recruiting for daytime responders
and a small number of afterhours vacancies.

We have a spot for you!

Over recent months, a number of our older active members have
retired from their firefighting duties and have taken on support
roles.
The Brigade is looking for new members who are over the age
of 16 and live in Maiden Gully to become part of an amazing and
supportive team. We would particularly like to welcome anyone who
has some availability during normal work hours such as working
from home, being part time, doing shift work or are a student.
Training and protective clothing are provided and all that is needed
is a time commitment.
You do more than train and fight fires; you can be involved with
administration, maintenance, community education and some
fundraising.
For more about volunteering with the CFA at www.maidengullycfa.
org.au or find us on Facebook.

HAVE YOUR EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES BEEN
IMPACTED BECAUSE OF
COVID-19?

Information Session

The Jobs Victoria Advocates
Date:
Thursday 9th of December 2021
program
is here to help!
Time:
7.30pm

The JobsMaiden
VictoriaGully
Advocates
program is an initiative
Location:
Fire Station
of the Victorian Government. It’s a free program to
5 Beckhams Road, Maiden Gully
provide support to people in the community whose
employment opportunities have been impacted
NOTE: Current COVID19 Restrictions and requirements apply
because of COVID-19.

Jobs Victoria Advocates support people who are
looking for work by directing and connecting them to
information, advice and the right services. Advocates
will meet with you in a community space such as a local
library, sports club or shopping centre to make sure
you know about the resources available to help you get
back on your feet, find work or advance your career.
Jobs Victoria Advocates will speak with you to find out
what sort of support you need and then suggest who
you can speak with to get the right help. Jobs Victoria
Advocates can refer you to training opportunities,
organise career counselling, or tell you where you can
get help with resume writing and job applications.
Advocates can also refer you to a range of places
delivering support services such as emergency relief,
financial counselling, mental health support or other
programs.
There are four Jobs Victoria Advocates working in local
communities across the Loddon Campaspe region,
including the Local Government areas of City of Greater
Bendigo and the Shires of Loddon, Campaspe, Mount
Alexander, Central Goldfields and Macedon Ranges.
You can arrange to speak with a Jobs Victoria Advocate
by emailing jvap@bendigo.vic.gov.au, jobsadv@aag.
org.au, or by phoning 1800 268 549 or 03 5434 6000.
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CWA KANGAROO FLAT BRANCH
Meetings are held at 1.30pm on the third Thursday of the month at the Uniting
Church, Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Greta has a segment on Phoenix Radio on the 2nd Wednesday of the month after
the 10am news talking about what the Branches in the Group are doing.
Our members supported the St. Mary’s Church Fair with a Stall featuring Christmas
Decorations, Crafts, masks and CWA Cookbooks.
All the Branches are making nurses scrub caps and rugs at present.

BENDIGO DIESEL IS YOUR ONE
STOP FOR EVERY BENDIGO
THING
DIESEL
DIESEL
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The recent Remembrance Day reminds our members of the War Effort by CWA in the
Bendigo Northern Group. Over 150,000 camouflage nets were made along with sheepskin
vests, wool spun garments and food parcels etc.
For more information or enquiries about meetings and functions see
CWAbendigonortherngroup on Facebook or contact President Jessie on 0407 527 551.

15 Phillips Drive, 15Kangaroo
FlatFlat
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au
admin@bendigodiesel.com.au
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LEO TREBLE
B.Bus (Acc) Dip FP
5 Camp St
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

T:
F:

03 5447 7500
03 5447 1922

PO Box 1333
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

E:

admin@
trebleaccountants.com.au

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

The Kangaroo Flat Community Kitchen continues to provide superb meals for the needy
in our community.
The Kangaroo Flat and District Community Enterprise in conjunction with Kangaroo Flat
Rotary, Bendigo Bank staff and the St. John Of God Hospital are proud to support this
worthy project for our community.
The Community Meals are served at the Kangaroo Flat Rotary Clubrooms in Gateway
Park, Kangaroo Flat between 5.30pm and 6.30pm on Wednesday evenings.

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters

‘CHRISTMAS’
WORSHIP
SERVICES

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

BENDIGO SOUTH UNITING CHURCH
(KANGAROO FLAT, CHUM STREET & LOCKWOOD)

– EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME
(HOWEVER VAX RESTRICTIONS APPLY)

FRIDAY 24TH DECEMBER
7:30PM – CHRISTMAS EVE – COMBINED CAROL SERVICE
AT CHUM STREET UNITING CHURCH (CNR MAPLE STREET)

226 High St Kangaroo Flat
5445 7400

SATURDAY 25TH DECEMBER
9:30AM – CHRISTMAS DAY COMBINED SERVICE AT
KANGAROO FLAT UNITING CHURCH
SUNDAY 26TH DECEMBER
9:30AM – COMBINED SERVICE AT CHUM STREET UNITING
JANUARY WORSHIP SERVICES
9:30AM – SERVICES AT LOCKWOOD UNITING WILL BE EACH
SUNDAY
SUNDAYS 2ND, 9TH & 16TH
9:30AM– COMBINED SERVICES AT KANGAROO FLAT UNITING
SUNDAY 23RD			
9:30AM – COMBINED SERVICE AT CHUM STREET UNITING
SUNDAY 30TH			
11AM – SERVICE AT KANGAROO FLAT AT 9:30AM; CHUM STREET

SOUTHERN GATEWAY CHURCH
These are pastors in Orissa in NE India who received help. We sowed into this group. Recently they
had three pastors murdered. We helped set up a sewing business in the area.
With December coming upon us, at the end of the month we will conduct our Christmas service
on the Sunday Dec 26. Many families gather for Christmas Day so we will allow for that freedom.
Christmas is often a time of fun and gatherings but that is the World’s perception of the actual
celebration of the birth of Jesus. It’s a Christian occasion which heralds the gift of Jesus to the
world. He’s our saviour.
Our service is at 10am as usual in the Y Community Hall.
All are welcome to hear the Word of God, get prayer, seek healing and be loved by Christians.
Anyone needing prayer please contact Pastor Peter Pritchard on 0413 682 999.
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Mr John Brohm

ST MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH,
KANGAROO FLAT
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
• S
 unday
12
December
at 5.00pm – Celebrate
Christmas! A family service
like no other!
• F
riday 24 December at
11.00pm – A Special
Christmas Eve a service will
be held.
• S
unday 25 December at
9.00am – A Christmas Day
service will be held.
All are welcome to join us
in fellowship at any or all of
these services.
ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR
It was a pleasure to welcome
the many people who flocked
to St Mary’s Anglican Church
in Kangaroo Flat on Saturday
6 November for the annual
Parish Fair. Cancelled in 2020,
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic,
the Fair was back much to the
delight of parishioners and the
many Bendigonians who look
forward to this longstanding
event.

the close of the day with the
winners being; 1st Prize – a
$200 hotels.com.au voucher –
Sarah Young; 2nd Prize - $150
in Supermarket vouchers
– Glen Bodilly; 3rd Prize $100 Bunnings Voucher –
Kim Boucher; 4th Prize – a
homemade fruit cake – Ivan
Bowman.

a few community groups who
were also able to fundraise and
promote their causes. These
included Bendigo Evening
View Club, KFlat CWA, Code
9 Foundation, Cancer4Kids
(Cancer research for the
Royal Children’s Hospital, Girl
Guides and the Bendigo Gem
Club.

Grateful thanks must go to
the many local businesses
and
organisations
who
provided generous donations
of vouchers and other items
used as prizes or contributed
in other ways to the success
of the day.

St Mary’s was pleased to be
able to hold this annual event,
once more, as restrictions
eased after the difficulties
experienced during many
months of lockdowns and
uncertainty. Sincere thanks to
all who contributed in any way
to the success of the day.

A packed program and
favourable weather, with over
30 stalls, ensured that there
was something for everyone.
Musical entertainment was
provided by the Bendigo
District Concert Band and
singer/guitarist Kim Ritchie.

Thanks to local traders Baker’s
Delight,
Bunnings,
BWS,
Cabbage Patch, Chemist
Warehouse, Coffee Club,
Dominos, Donut King, John’s
Original
Flower,
Foundry
Arms Hotel, Gallo Coffee
Co, Golden Bean, Hibernian
Hotel, Jin Yang Restaurant,
KFC, KFlat Hotel, KFlat IGA,
KFlat Sports Club, Liquorland,
Macdonald’s Nursery, Muffin
Break, NQR, Pet Barn, Peter’s
Fish
Shop,
Pharmasave
Pharmacy, Planty’s, Priceline,
Purtill’s
Nursery
(Huntly),
Rebel Sports, Sally’s Pizza,
Subway,
Ultra
Carwash,
Wendy’s, Windermere Hotel,
Woolworths, Zing Zing.

A major raffle was drawn at

We were pleased to welcome

We wish all residents of
Kangaroo Flat and readers
of Flat Matters a blessed and
joyous Christmas. For more
details on what is happening
at St Mary’s visit our website
at www.stmaryskangarooflat.
com or call the Parish Office
on 5447 7427.

QEO CAR PARK
POWERS UP WITH
NEW ELECTRIC
VEHICLE CHARGING
STATIONS
The City of Greater Bendigo has installed
two new electric vehicle charging stations
at the Queen Elizabeth Oval car park as
part of the ‘Charging the Regions’ program.
The Charging the Region’s program
includes the construction of 23 new
electric vehicle stations mainly in north
west Victoria at 21 sites to help boost
tourism, create jobs and reduce emissions.
The project is being delivered by the
Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance
(CVGA), Victorian Government and 13 local
Councils, including the City of Greater
Bendigo.
City of Greater Bendigo Climate Change
and Environment Manager Michelle Wyatt
said the two new public 60KW fast EV
charging stations which are located in
the QEO Car Park near the rear of the
Capital Theatre, allow four cars to charge
at the same time and feature fast charging
technology that permits most battery
electric vehicles (BEVs) to fully recharge
within one to two hours.
“The fee to recharge has been set at 40
cents per kilowatt hour to cover the costs
of energy bills to the City in line with other
fast chargers around the country,” Ms
Wyatt said.
“The City is committed to building a
cleaner, more sustainable future for our
community and we are delighted to be part
of the Charging the Regions program, as it
has a positive impact on our environment,
reduces emissions and creates new and
exciting opportunities for Greater Bendigo.
“Being part of this network ensures that
central Victoria stays ahead of the game
as more and more EVs hit the road and
our infrastructure allows us to respond to
growing demand.

COUNCIL
WORKS
UPDATE
FLAT MATTERS is now working with the City of Greater Bendigo to provide an
insight into works projects being undertaken within the Kangaroo Flat region.
This new information column was instigated by the Mayor of the City of Greater
Bendigo Cr. Jennifer Alden and each month FLAT MATTERS will provide readers with
an update of projects and their proposed completion date.
The following projects/initiatives from the P&A Directorate
will be COMMENCING within the next 2 weeks:

Date due to
be completed

Tannery Lane, Strathfieldsaye - Footpath
Averys Road, Eaglehawk - Footpath
Bendigo Creek - High St to Violet St - Floor Repairs
Queen Street, Bendigo - Footpath
Raywood Rec Reserve Drainage
Ewing Park Car Park - Bendigo
Brougham Street, Bendigo - Median Tree Cells
Yarunga Drive/Lowe St, Kangaroo Flat - Drainage

Nov-21
Nov-21
Nov-21
Nov-21
Nov-21
Dec-21
Dec-21
Jan-22

Edwards Road, Jackass Flat - Drainage

Feb-22

Strickland Road, Bendigo East - Road Reconstruction
Wolstencroft Reserve, Flora Hill - Capping Works

Feb-22
May-22

“This is a great stimulus that will in turn
help boost jobs, develop a new targeted EV
tourism market and encourage people who
live in regional Victoria to consider ‘going
electric’ too when they are looking at a car
purchase in the future.
“The location of the stations in the heart
of the city centre was identified for other
benefits too. It means that while a car is
charging, visitors can spend more time in
the city centre visiting nearby attractions,
browsing at the shops or enjoying a meal.”

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
Kangaroo Flat
‘END of Season’

Market

are held quarterly on the LAST SATURDAY
in Summer, Autumn, Winter & Spring.

MARKETS in 2022 will be held
FEBRUARY 26
MAY 28
AUGUST 27
NOVEMBER 26
from 8am – 1pm

@ Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church
High Street (opposite ALDI)
Market Stall & Car Boot Sites are available
COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS APPLY
Contact Max on 5443 1809
or blume_m@bigpond.com for site bookings

Please Note:
Some events / times advertised may be affected
by COVID. Please contact event organisers
to check details prior to attending.

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
Group Gatherings
Alcoholics Anonymous
7pm Sunday @ St Marys Anglican Church,
193-195 High Street Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from carpark at rear on corner Bank
St/Church St.
Enquiries 1300 22 22 22.
Bendigo Coin & Collectables Club Inc.
Meet every Friday fortnight at 7.30 pm
Venue - Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet
St. Bendigo.
New Members Welcome
Contact Andrew Palmer 0411 796 730
Bendigo Evening VIEW Club
“Voice, Interest,Education for Women”
Supporting The Smith Family by raising
funds to help disadvantaged students with
their education needs.
4th Wednesday of month at 6pm for 6.30pm
Lakeside Hotel, 286 Napier Street, Bendigo
(opposite Lake Weeroona)
Meals $26.
Bookings Deidre McDougall 0419 595 674
Or for all enquiries re club Sue Rawlings
0407 436 311
Bendigo Garden Club Inc.
3RD Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the McKinnon Pavilion, no meetings during
the months of January, July, December.
Bendigo Showgrounds.
Contact: Laurelle Smith Secretary 5447 0017
New Members Always Welcome
Bendigo Gem Club Inc.
10 Galvin St. BENDIGO 3550
Email: bendigogemclubinc@gmail.com
Website: https://bendigogemclub.tidyhq.com
BGC meet Tuesdays & Thursdays
Zoom chat Wednesdays 8pm
Tuesdays
5-8.30 pm Instruction available in
silversmithing & cabochons
Thursdays
10am-4pm silversmithing, cabochons,
faceting,
mineral group.
Instruction available
GEM EXPO second weekend September
Members online shop
Silver casting
Only 10 min walk from Bendigo Station
Bendigo Legion Angling Club
7.30pm 1st Monday of the month.
The Den at Dower Park, Station Street,
Kangaroo Flat.
Bendigo Philatelic Society
Monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm.
At the Kangaroo Flat RSL, Station Street,
Kangaroo Flat, opposite the IGA.
Contact : Libby (President) 0448 120 066 or
Joy (Secretary) 0439 473 645.
Visitors always welcome !!!
Bendigo Positive Birthing
www.facebook.com/bendigopositivebirthing
for more details phone: 0447 453 644
Bgo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club
monthly meetings last Monday of month
7.30pm in the Y Community Hall, Lockwood
Road, opposite ALDI.
Club’s web site on www.brcac.asn.au
Community Enterprise
Last Thursday of each month, 6pm, Sports
Club Dower Park

GROUPS & CLUBS

CWA Kangaroo Flat Branch
C.W.A. Kangaroo Flat Branch
3rd Thursday of Month
1.30 pm at Uniting Church Hall,
Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Interesting speakers & Monthly Craft Day.
All Ladies Welcome - Afternoon Tea
More Details call Jessie on 0407 527 551
Look up the web for complete overview
www.cwaofvic.org.au
Enjoy Church
Phillips Drive, Kangaroo Flat
Details: http://enjoy.church/bendigo.
Contact: Campus Pastor Martin Oravec on
0403 266 008.
Friends of Crusoe No. 7 Park
Meet first Wednesday of every 2nd month
starting February at the Rotary Gateway Park
at 7pm, plus has working bees and activities
in the parks.
Contact the Secretary at focr7p@gmail.com
Golden Square Croquet Club
Every Monday and Friday.
Contact Pam, 5441 8220,
Don 5449 6332.
For Junior players Saturday mornings
contact Bill 5447 3439
Heartbeat Bendigo Branch
A support group for cardiac patients, family
& friends. Fundraising for cardiac equipment
through public and social events. Meetings
held bi-monthly on 3rd Sunday. Jan, March,
May, July, Sept, Nov. 2pm at Chum Street
Uniting Church hall. Enquiries to President
Frank Ward - 5447 4545 or 0407 855 685.
Heart Foundation Walking Group –
Community Wellbeing Walkers

INCLUDE YOUR GROUP OR CLUB MEETING
TIMES BY CONTACTING FLAT MATTERS

Lions Club
2nd Wednesday of each month, Business
meeting, Lions Club Rooms, Dower Park
– 7.00pm. 4th Wednesday of each month,
Dinner meeting at varying locations - 6pm
for 6.30pm start.
President Heather Gartside
Secretary Richard Hall 5499 6100
Maiden Gully Fire Brigade
First Tuesday of each month
Firefighter Training Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Maiden Gully Fire Station
5 Beckhams Road, Maiden Gully
Contact through www.maidengullycfa.org.au
1st Maiden Gully Scout Group
Maiden Gully Scouts meet every week
during the school term at the Maiden Gully
Scout Hall, Cnr Beckhams Rd and Calder
Hwy, Maiden Gully:
Joey Scouts (6-7yrs) Tuesday 5.30 –6.30pm
Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) Thursdays 7-8.30pm
Scouts (11-15yrs) Thursday 7-9pm)
To find out more contact Cate on
0405 381 611
Maiden Gully Progress Association
Meetings are held on the second Thursday
of the month.
Venue: Maiden Gully Community Hall.
Monthly: Every 2nd Thursday.
Time: 7pm
New members welcome
Marong And District Senior Citizens
We meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
each month at the Marong Community
Hall from 11.30am to 3.30pm for various
activities. New members most welcome.

Every Tuesday 11.15
Meet at Lifestyle Choices, the corner of Neil
and Station street Kangaroo Flat -30 minute
walk along the Bendigo Creek Track.
All welcome contact Jennifer 0419878836
myhealth@mentoronline.com.au

Enquiries to Elaine 5446 7403 or Robyn
5443 9676

Kangaroo Flat Baptist Church
“Come and Chat Group”
Knitting for missions – a welcome cuppa
and good conversations.
We support a girl in Nepal.
Enjoy good company every Monday 9.30am
till midday.
All Welcome!

Bring your knitting or crochet.
New members welcome.
Venue. St. Mary’s Anglican Church Hall,
193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enter from Church Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Enquiries to Karen – Ph: 0409 188 622

Kangaroo Flat Community House
21 Woolcock Avenue, Kangaroo Flat
Ph. 5447 9687
Open Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm
Various programs including: social group,
yoga, craft, playgroup, cooking, meditation,
art, tax help, applications for NILS (No
Interest Loan Scheme)
More information on our Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/
kangarooflatcommunityhouse
Kangaroo Flat Fire Brigade
Meets First Thursday of each Month.
Fire Fighter Training
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Kangaroo Flat Fire Station
Helm Street, Kangaroo Flat
Contact: 54470204
Kangaroo Flat Scout Group
Outdoor activities for boys and girls
aged 6 - 18 years old.
Please contact Group Leader
Tim Pannell 0408 451 362.

Needles & Threads
Meet two Mondays of each month from
10am to 12noon. Please phone Karen for
Yearly list of dates.

Partners of Veterans Assoc
3rd Monday of the month, at 11.30am at the RSL
Playgroup for under 5’s

Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat:
Meet each Monday 6pm for 6.30 start at
the Rotary Function Centre (opposite Apco).
New members welcome
www.facebook.com/rotarykangarooflat/
RSL
Contact Craig Chilver (03) 5447 8312
Meeting held at 10am on 3rd Tuesday of the
month. Light refreshments supplied.
Social Club meet 1st and 4th Tuesdays of
each month at 10.30am.
New members welcome.
Station Street, Kangaroo Flat.
Special Olympics Group
Pam (President) 0418 304 927
John (Ten Pin Bowling Coach)
0400 641 405
Michele (Barracudas Swim Coach)
0409 173 656
Spring Gully Dance
Dancing every Saturday night 7.30 - 11pm,
and Monday nights from 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Venue - Spring Gully Hall, 135 Spring Gully
Road, Spring Gully.
Contact Keith 5444 2953
The Little Chimps Playgroup
Commencing on the 8th October at 396
High Street Golden Square in the Seventh
Day Adventist church hall. Every Wednesday
during school term from 10:30am - 12:00pm.
Contact Kerryn Greaves 0432 354 617.
Please see enclosed a flyer for further
information.
The Bush Dance and Music Club
are holding there dance on May 15th at 8pm
at the Holy Trinity Church Hall in Keck Steet,
Flora Hill.
Starting at 8pm with the Emu Creek Bush
band playing.
Admission $8 children under 16yrs free.
Raffle and lucky door prizes.
All very welcome.
Please bring a plate of supper to share.
More information phone Mary 5442 1153.
U3A Bendigo
Life-long learning and activities for mature
aged people.
Gathering: 4th Wednesday of month.
Website: www.u3abendigo.com
Email: activities@u3abendigo.com
Phone: 0490 858469

Every Monday during school terms
from 9:30 –11:00am, at Kangaroo Flat
Uniting Church, cnr Church & Camp Streets.
Contacts: Anne 0411 127 925 or
Karen 0413 390 977
In recess until Term 1 2022

Volaire Calisthenics
Maiden Gully
Classes: Recreational and competitive
teams. For participants age 3 and over.
Contact Volaire for class times.
Phone: 0437 343 656

Probus Club of Kangaroo Flat (Mixed) Inc.
Every 2nd Wednesday each month 9.45am
St. Mary’s Church Complex High St, K/Flat.
Contact Bev. Blume 5443 1809. - Visitors
welcome.

Y’s Service Club (Women)
2nd Tuesday of the month, contact
0409 179 485 for venue details

RAAF Association-Bendigo Branch
1st Thursday each month February - December.
11.00 am. to 12 noon with lunch afterwards.
At Kangaroo Flat Sports Club
Contact: Glenis Gordon, Secretary/Treasurer
C/- Post Office, Raywood. 3570
Phone: 5436 9293
Email: glenblairmichael@gmail.com
Membership open to ex Air Force Personnel
and their relatives.

Y Service Club of Bendigo South
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Y’s
Clubrooms, Lockwood Rd. at 12 noon.
Y Service Club of Kangaroo Flat
every Wednesday at 6.30pm Y Community
Hall. Lockwood Rd opposite ALDI.
ph 5447 1587

FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters FlatMatters
YOUNG PEOPLE ENCOURAGED TO JOIN YOUTH COUNCIL
The City of Greater Bendigo is keen to hear from
local young people aged between 14 and 24 who
want to have a stronger voice in their community
and are interested in being part of the City of
Greater Bendigo Youth Council.
Greater Bendigo Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf said
the City of Greater Bendigo is looking for up to
four local young people to fill vacancies on the
Youth Council and who want to represent young
people and their views on a range of matters.
“The Youth Council is an initiative to engage
with local young people in the decision-making
process for the future. It is also a key action of
the City’s Youth Strategy,” Cr Metcalf said.
“The first three years of the Youth Council have
been very successful with Youth Councillors
providing input into over 30 City plans, strategies,
policies and projects, including the Council Plan
2021-2025, Healthy Greater Bendigo 2021-2025
plan and the Kangaroo Flat Skate Park project.
“They have also represented young people on over
ten advisory and steering committees including

the Creative City of Gastronomy Advisory
Committee, the Bendigo Safe Community Forum
and the City’s Economic Development Strategy.

meeting processes, organising projects, public
speaking, advocating for change and consulting
with our peers.

“The Youth Council will represent the views of
young people on City plans and programs that
impact them and advise the City of Greater
Bendigo Mayor and Councillors. They will also
represent young people at civic events and
activities.

“I encourage young people to apply as they will
learn so much and have the opportunity to be
involved in some really great projects.”

Greater Bendigo’s 2021 Youth Mayor Jack Smith
said it has been a rewarding experience providing
advice on the City’s policies, plans, strategies
and projects and advocating for issues that are
important to young people.
“As a Youth Councillor you get to have a say on
important issues in the community,” Mr Smith
said.
“It’s also a great opportunity for young people to
meet others with similar interests and ideas, build
our leadership skills and develop the knowledge
and abilities to influence change. We’ve had
the chance to develop knowledge in team work,

The City is looking for up to four young people
aged from 14 to 24 to participate for a oneyear term. Applications close midnight Sunday
December 12, 2021.
To complete an application form or for more
information visit https://www.yobendigo.com.
au/city-of-greater-bendigo-youth-council or
contact the City of Greater Bendigo’s Youth
Development Team on 5434 6401 or by email
to YoBendigo@bendigo.vic.gov.au
The new Youth Councillors will undertake
induction and training in January, meet the
Mayor and Councillors and attend their first
meeting in February 2022.

HARGREAVES MALL IS CHANGING!
future of the Mall.
“Over the next few years there will be some big
changes in the Mall, which will help to further
activate the area and make it a more exciting and
inviting space to stay, dine, shop, hold events or
open a new business,” Mr Westley said.
“Just like shopping centres that are updated
every seven to 10 years, outdoor public spaces
and shopping areas that fulfil a similar purpose
also need to be invested in. The last Mall
redevelopment was in 2010, so it is nearly 12
years old in its current form.
Over the next two years, major private and public
investment in the heart of Bendigo’s city centre
will deliver the latest chapter in the life of the Mall.
Changes will start with the installation of a
big screen in February 2022, followed by
construction of the new Mantra Hotel and new
shade shelter and landscaping, including a row
of new palm trees.
Construction is expected to start in the first half
of 2022 on the hotel development, to be built
on the former Thomas Jewellers and Bendigo
Community Pharmacy sites. It will deliver a 4.5star, 110-room, six-storey hotel with exciting new
café, restaurant and function facilities that will be
open to the public.
The project has meant the City will delay
construction of the planned shade shelter
and landscaping works until 2023, when hotel
building works are expected to be largely internal.
The aim is to have the hotel, shade structure and
landscaping works finish at the same time.
In February, using money saved from not running
events during COVID-19, the City will install the
big screen on the Mitchell-street end lantern and
broadcast movies, music videos, concerts, live
sport and community messaging. The screen
also has a camera that can be turned on so
people in the Mall can interact with it.
City Director Presentation and Assets Brian
Westley said these projects represented the

“The Mall is a popular space to hold community
events and it is also a busy place. There are a
number of small businesses in the Mall and in
the wider precinct, including Killians Walk, that
do a great trade.
“The Mall is a big space to fill, so won’t always
appear full all the time, and like in many regional
areas there are some empty shops but Council
has no control over these. It is up to the landlords
that own the shops to set affordable rents and
lease them out.
“The 2018 Transforming the City Centre Action
Plan found the community wanted to see more
colour, shade and softness in the Mall. The City
has listened to this feedback and that is what the
screen, shade shelter and landscaping intend to
deliver.
“Other city centre improvements achieved to
date include new toilets in the Hargreaves Street
multi-storey car park, temporary pop up park
(which will make way for the shade structure
and permanent landscaping), delivery vehicles
now park outside the Mall to make it safer for
pedestrians and the Lanterns have been repurposed into successful micro-tenancies to
support small businesses.
“It’s also important to remember our broader
city centre is changing. The Bendigo TAFE
redevelopment is complete and the Galkangu
(Bendigo GovHub) and new Law Courts

developments are underway. These projects
represent an investment of more than $300M in
central Bendigo and will bring more people into
the city centre to learn, work and do business.
“There will be short term challenges, particularly
as the hotel is a major project and there will be
disruptions associated with this. However the
City will work with the hotel developer to reduce
disruption as much as possible while the Mall is
changing and we prepare to welcome this next
chapter for our city centre.”
The City is currently using internal resources
to redesign the shade structure, which is a key
initiative of the Transforming the City Centre
Action Plan.
Earlier this year the City announced it would
build a wooden shade structure and had
allocated $500,000 for the project. However, the
construction tenders received were considerably
over this amount due to the significant increase
in the cost of materials during COVID-19.
The landscaping works that are due to sit around
the bottom of the shade structure, including new
permanent public seating, low-level stage for
outdoor performances and additional greenery,
will be delivered at the same time as the shade
structure. A date to remove the temporary popup park is still to be set.
As part of the planned landscaping works, the
City will also replace 26 Kauri Pines with Cotton
Palms along the Killians Walk-side of the Mall.
The Kauri Pines are effectively rootbound and
there is evidence of pavement cracking. They
were originally intended to grow for a period
of time before being transplanted into local
parkland. Unfortunately, the considerable growth
of the trees has not allowed this to happen.
A date to remove the Kauri Pines is still to be set
and the City plans to reuse the timber in other
projects. The Cotton Palms have been chosen
due to their large, attractive, fan-shaped leaves
that will bring instant greenery to the Mall.

Support your local businesses because... FlatMatters
Memberships for
2021/22 now available
Join now to enjoy
playing on your great
local golf course

Central Victoria’s Best Kept
Golfing Secret
For information - phone: 03 5435 3370
email:bpgc@bigpond.com | www.belvoirparkgc.com

CHRISTMAS
TREE LIGHT UP
KICKS OFF
SUMMER IN
THE PARKS
The City of Greater Bendigo’s annual Summer
in the Parks program will begin with the
lighting of the Christmas tree in Rosalind Park
on Friday December 3.
The City and Fosterville Goldmine presents
the 2021/2022 Summer in the Parks program
featuring a popular range of entertaining
free events during December, January and
February.
Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf said the lighting of
the Christmas tree in the Piazza in Rosalind
Park was an exciting countdown to Christmas
and the start of the hugely popular Summer in
the Parks program.
“The traditional lighting of the tree marks the
start of the festive season,” Cr Metcalf said.
“The tree will be lit at approximately 8.45pm
and there will be entertainment for children
beforehand starting from 6.30pm onwards,
including roving Christmas characters,
entertainers from Connected Circus, music
and Christmas carols with singer Ryan Gay.

Michael Keena, Managing Director
Bachelor of Business (Accounting)
Graduate Diploma of Taxation,
Diploma of Financial Planning, FCPA
1/227 Barnard Street, Bendigo 3550
Tel: (03) 5444 0700 Fax: (03) 5444 0600
Mail: P O Box 1206, Kangaroo Flat 3555
Email: michael.keena@kjaaccountants.com.au

195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat

5447 0927

Brian and Lyn Leidle
your local funeral directors.
www.mountalexanderfunerals.com

“Unfortunately closer to Christmas the
traditional Christmas Carols in the region
organised and run by community groups are
not able to take place this year. This is due to
the difficulties in meeting health requirements
set by State Government to keep community
events COVID-safe, including the capability to
check vaccination status of all those attending
the events and to secure an area.

“After a challenging time for our community
due to the pandemic, I am delighted to
announce the community will also be able to
celebrate New Year’s Eve with our traditional
fireworks.
“For the first time the event will take place at
the Queen Elizabeth Oval with spectacular
fireworks lighting up the sky at 9.15pm and
midnight from the poppet head.
“Please make sure your animals and pets are
secure and kept safe during the New Year
celebrations.
“There’s plenty more fun in January and
February with Summer in the Parks program
presenting a wide range of live music events
and classic movie nights under the stars.
“It’s a perfect opportunity to enjoy free
entertainment in our beautiful parks, support
our local hospitality and dine out or picnic
safely with family and friends.”
Booking is not required to attend any of these
events, including the Christmas tree light up or
our New Year’s Eve fireworks. Everyone over
12 will need to be double vaccinated or have
proof of a medical exemption when they scan
the Service Victoria QR code and show proof
at the gate entrance.
To keep up to date with the Summer in
the Parks program of events, activities,
times and dates, please visit http://www.
bendigosummerintheparks.com/
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NEW BOSS OF AFL VICTORIA

The AFL is pleased to announce the appointment
of Ben Kavenagh to the role of Head of AFL
Victoria.
Kavenagh has a distinguished background
in sports administration in Australia and
internationally, including extensive football
experience in a career spanning 25 years.
He joins from National Basketball League
club Adelaide 36ers/Lightning where he
was CEO since 2018. Prior to that
he held senior executive roles in
sport including Region Manager,
Americas with the International
Cricket Council (2012-17) and
CEO of SANFL club South
Adelaide (2005-12).
Kavenagh’s experience also
includes stints as a director
of the Ballarat Football League
and Werribee Football Club.
He replaces Brad Scott, who recently
moved into the General Manger Football role at
the AFL.
AFL Executive General Manager Game
Development, Rob Auld, said: “I wish to
congratulate Ben on his appointment and
welcome him to the AFL. We are pleased to
secure someone of Ben’s experience at such
a critical time for community football across
Victoria.
“With the game having endured two seasons

significantly impacted by Covid-19, this is
an incredibly important role as we increase
our investment in participation programs and
community football to ensure the game rebounds
and thrives.
“Ben will play a key leadership role in steering
AFL Victoria to re-engage kids and families,
support volunteers and umpires,
expand facilities and work with
league, commercial and
government stakeholders.

Helm Street
Kangaroo Flat
5406 1200
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Medical practice
(GPs at four sites)
Men’s health
Women’s health
Allied health (including
podiatry, chronic disease
and respiratory
management)
Child and family services
Settlement services
Sexual health

•

•
•
•

Counselling and
mental health
Alcohol and other
drugs treatment and
withdrawal programs
NDIS services
My Aged Care services
Connect with us at
www.bchs.com.au

“He has exhibited a
deep
connection
and
understanding of football,
having been associated with
the game from a young age,
and I look forward to working
with him.”
Kavenagh said he is excited about
what lies ahead for football in Victoria: “This
is a fantastic opportunity to lead the growth of
the game in the biggest and most established
football market in the country.
“Football is hugely important to so many
Victorians and the success of the game at
all levels is driven by strong grassroots and
community football foundations. I am looking
forward to working with the AFL Victoria team
and all our stakeholders across the community
football network to ensure the game not only
rebounds strongly in 2022 but grows and thrives
well into the future.”

David Griffin

Franchise Owner

Clark Rubber Bendigo

6-32 Marong Road
Bendigo Vic 3550
Telephone: 03 5442 2844
Facsimile: 03 5442 2108
bendigo@clarkrubber.com.au
www.clarkrubber.com.au

IRONBARK TENNIS CLUB
Social tennis for seniors
Haven’t picked up a racquet in a while?
Not a problem. Why not visit Ironbark Tennis Club
for a new social tennis experience designed to get
more adults on the court.
Come together over great food, drink and music,
with a social hit of tennis on the side. All skill levels
are welcome, and people can join in the fun with no
strings attached.
Mixed games Saturday 9.30am
Ladies 		
Thursdays 9.30am
Cost $3 per session and membership $50 per year.
All welcome.

238 Don Street, Bendigo. Enquiries Adrian Cox 0417 377 112.

ADVERTISEMENT

Listening Post held in Castlemaine last
Friday of the Month 10am to 2pm.
Please phone for appointment.
16 Lockwood Road, Kangaroo Flat Vic 3555
Ph: 5410 2444

www.mareeedwards.com.au
Authorised by M Edwards

Funded from Parliamentary Budget

ADVERTISE HERE FOR
JUST

$50 PER MONTH

Email : flatmtrs@tpg.com.au

VENUE FOR HIRE
ROTARY FUNCTION CENTRE
We want your articles! If you have an up coming
event or community related news, please email us
a short article and photo!

Gateway Park, High Street, Kangaroo Flat

Contact: flatmtrs@kfce.com.au

• Seating up to 100 people
• Commercial kitchen, bar available
• Parties, Weddings, Training
Groups

Email your pictures and articles to:
flatmtrs@kfce.com.au by the 14th of the month for
the following months publication

Venue for hire at RSL STATION ST, KANGAROO FLAT
• Robust kitchen, disabled amenities available

www.rotaryclubofkangarooflat.org for details
Venue also available for community groups
Ph: 0407 496 091.

• Seating for up to 80 people. • Available to Community Groups and Clubs.
Contact President. Phone: 5447 8312.

KANGAROO FLAT FOOTBALL
NETBALL CLUB NEWS
By Leigh Bailey
The Kangaroo Flat Football Netball
Club had a very disruptive season,
as every club did in the Bendigo
Football Netball league during the
lockdowns caused by the Covid
pandemic.
After only playing 13 rounds this
year, as opposed to no games
last year, it was a great for all the
players, Football & Netball to be
able to get at least two thirds of a
season under the belt.
The developing young Senior
football side made a significant step
to improve and develop under the
guidance of senior coach, James

Flaherty, they will continue to learn
under his leadership next season
and progress with endeavour and
persistence.

leadership, he has enormous
respect from the young group and
they will hopefully develop further
under his guidance.

Our Netball teams finished on a very
strong note, with the A grade and A
reserve teams finishing undefeated
and the other grades finishing in the
top 3.

Even though we had a very
disrupted and difficult year, the club
is looking forward to 2022, with the
aim of improving over all grades and
being a more competitive club and
showing the league we are in for
the long haul, to improve, become
more competitive and finally,
become a team that is respected
in the league, as a real force to be
reckoned with.

It was disappointing that the finals
series was cancelled, as the girls
would of potentially went a long
way in the finals if not all the way.
We look forward to next season with
great enthusiasm, having a young
senior group, they will continue to
develop under James Flaherty’s

ROOS NETBALLERS
PREPARE FOR 2022
Kangaroo Flat Football Netball Club
is gearing up for a big year on the
netball court in season 2022.
The Roos have finalised their
coaching appointments and now
look forward to hitting the court for
pre season training.
Roos Coaching Panel
A Grade- Jayden Cowling
A Res- Nikki Donnellon
B Grade- Nina Cass

Go Roos

B Res- Kate Newman
Under 17s- Kath Schmidt

LOCAL GOLFER WINS US TOUR CARD
Australian sporting icons Greg
Norman and Shane Warne were
among the first to send messages
of congratulations to local golfer
Lucas Herbert when he won hist
first US PGA title when he took
out the Bermuda Championship by
just one stroke.
The 26 year old who grew up in
Ravenswood fired a two under par
round of 69 to score a memorable
victory with the final round
hampered by intense winds and
drenching rain.
Despite the tough conditions
Lucas Herbert battled hard to finish
the 72 hole tournament on 15 –
Under to defeat 2018 US Masters
winner Patrick Reed to take home
the US$1.55 million first prize.
"I felt I grinded out there. It was
tough and it was a day where you
really hit good putts and could
not get rewarded, you had to stay

tough and stay patient and they
finally came for me.
I was able to sink a 30 foot putt at
the 14th hole to grab the lead and
then closed off the round with four
pars to hold off the rival.’’

players in the World Rankings.
Now moving into December our
newest sporting hero is back
home in Victoria for some rest time

to catch up with family and friends
for the festive season before
jetting off for an exciting 2022 on
the US Tour.

As messages of congratulations
flowed in from many of the globes
top sporting stars Herbert will be
forever grateful to many back home
in Victoria who helped him in the
early days and now with his tour
card secured in the United States
for the next two years he will now
have all the major tournaments on
his tour schedule and could be the
turning point that helps him cash
in on his undeniable talent.
Recently Herbert pocketed more
prizemoney when he finished
21st at the DP World Tour
Championship at the Jumeirah
Golf Estates in Dubai and is now
firmly entrenched in the top fifty
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